WEEK Monitor Comprehension

When students monitor their com prehen sion, they keep track of how well
they understand the material and identify when their understanding
breaks down. Related activities include asking questions, taking notes,
and paraphrasing what has been read

Reproduce the Monitor Comprehension visual aid and distribute it to students. Then introduce

the Monitor Comprehension strategy to students. Explain: Good readers pause briefly after each
paragraph to ensure that they understand what they have just read. If you find that you do not
understand a sentence because of a word that was confusing, reread the surrounding sentences
and logk for clues to the word's meaning Read aloud the first paragraph of the passage. Model the
strategy: | don't kmow what “voluminous”™ means. When | reread the sentence, [ see that the
author is saying that Pan Am plancs were different from today's narrow, crowded planes. | can
guess that “voluminous” means the opposite of “narrow” and “crowded.” Have students read the
passage independently. Encourage them to use context dues to figure out the meanings of unknown
words. When students have finished reading, direct them to complete the strategy practice activity.
Then direct students Lo complete the skill practice aclivity. and review the answers together,

Remind students of the Monitor Compreliension strategy. Say: Some authors create excitement or
suspense by waiting until later in the story o reveal important details. You may not understand
exactly what is happening at fisst. Pay attention to the author’s descriptions and the dharacters’
actions to help you stay focused. Have students read the passage. When students have finished,
direct them to complete the siralegy practice activity. Discuss students’ responses as a group. Then
direct students to complete the skill practice activity, and review the answers together,

Remind students of the Monttor Comprohension strategy. Say: You can take notes, underdine
important details, or circle key words as you read. Marking up the passage can help you stay
focused and monitor your comprehension. Direct students to read the passage independently.
When they have finished, direct them to complete the sirategy practice activity with a pariner.
Then have students complete the skill practice activity. Review the answers together.

Remind students of the Monitor Comprehiension strategy. Read aloud the directions at the top of the
page. Say: When you pause at the end of a paragraph, think about how you would summarize the
information to share it with another person. Check to make sure you understand the main idea.
If not, reread the paragraph. Have students read the passage. When students have finished, direct
them to complete the strategy and skill practice activities. Review the answers as a group.

Remind students of the Manttor Comprehension strategy. Say: Even if you feel you fully understand
a passage, it's always helpful to read the whole passage again. Each time you reread. you pick up
new detuils or learn to think about the topic in a new way. Have students read the pasage
independently, When they have finished reading, direct them to complete the strategy and skill
practice activities. Review the answers together.
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Name: WEEK 1

Monitor Comprehension Y\ b |
READ THE PASSAGE  Read the passage carefully. Look for chues 1o meanings of words you do not understand.

The First Ocean Crossings in the Air
Between 1935 and 1941, an arine named Pan Am oflered travelers a flying expenence ke no other,
Insmad of fyng in narow, oiowded arplanes thal you see al airpors loday, ifevelers back hen boarded
voluminous “flying boats" thal were more kke holels than arplanes. For those who could afford &, a Pan Am
flight acsass the Atiantic Ocean of the Pacific Ocean was its own unforgetiable joumeay.

Covering New Ground
Pan Am’s transcontinenial airplanes were named Clippers after sailing ships of the 1800s. Clippers were

some o the mostadvanced alrcraft buill ol Mat tme and the firs! 1o cross oceans. Two obslackes had
previously preveniad long-disiance ar iravel: imited fuel capacity and lack of places to land for refualing. A
Clipper, designed to land on both land and water, could "hop” across the ocean, filling up ifs fusl tanks al major
islands Clippar plot had navigation skills simiar b those of ship captains, and the crew was trained for
landing and moving in water, [Ltook ust under a week 1o cross e Pacific, stil much lasier than three weeks
by she
Flying Luxury Liners

Uniike pianaes today, which have many rows of small, cramped saais, Clippers were designed for comion.
The largest Clipper held a maximum of 38 ovemnight passengers who sleplin berths. There were also
passenger dressing rooms, lounges with couches. and dining halls where men in black coals and while gloves
sorved meals propared by lamous chels. A typical 1939 menu lestured ira cockial, croam of malo soup,
chicken in wine sauce, scalloped potatoes, and pie All of this comlon and sarvice did nol coma chaap,
however. Atypical ticket in 1030 cost around $700, which is over $12,000 in today's doliars.

STRATEGY PRACTICE  List one or two words you found con fusing and describe how you figu red out
their meanings.

sSKLPRACTICE  Read the item. Write your res ponse,
L. What is this text mostly about?

2, What made the Clipper able to cross the ocean long before other airliners?

3. Why did the Clipper have so many fewer passengers than today's transatlantic flights?
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Name: WEEK 1
Meonitor Comprehension W1\ g

READ THE PASSAGE  Pay attention to how the characters in the passage respond to the events.

Invasion of the Squids

Anonia was so excited! She had wanied 10 go 1o the beach ever since she arfved in San Diego. and
now—linally—it was lime 1 swim in the Pacific Ocean, Antania sprinted down the long stalrcase 10 the sandy
beach and raced to the waves, lossing her flip-flops aside as she ran o the waler. It lell wonderul, and she
swam confidently in the salty water. Antonia flipped over onto her back and looked up into the blua sky Around
her, surférs and swimmers ware enjoying he ocean jus! as much as she was.

Suddenly, a woman near Antonia screamed. In an instant, he peaple around her started lo shout and
swim quickly ieward the beach, Shocked, Antania looked around, As she tread water in place, fear gripped her,
Were thara sharks naarby?

Butbetora Antonia was able 10 panic, she looked inlo the water and saw nol sharks but large squids —
dazens and dozens of them. Antonia reached out and a teracle brushed her hand, amost as if the squid were
shaking hands with her, As the squids ciecled Antonia with their beady eyes gazing up a her, she noticed that
everyona aise had left the water,

Anonia swam back o and and listened 1o people’s horiled accounts of their encouniers with the squids,
“One fried 1o pull ma undar” a man exclaimed, and a girl cned, *| had hiee wrap thei tentac kes around my
ankla! | don know how | sunaved!” The Heguard explamed, “These are Humboldt squds. They're probably
not dangerous, but you should keap your distance.” As Antonia curded wp in her towal on the warm sand, she
ramambered the leelng of shaking hands with the squid, and she smiled b hamell.

STRATEGY PRACTICE  Which part of the passage was the most confusing for you? How did you figure it out?

SKiLL PRACTICE  Read the iem. Write your response.
1. How does the first paragraph sct the scene?

1 If Antonia encounters squids the next time she swims in the ocean, how will she probably respond?

3. Predict what the lifeguard will do if the squids return
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Name: WEEK 1
Monitor Comprehension Yo\ )

READ TME PASSAGE  Underline or make notes about parts of the passage you do not understand

The Plight of the Polar Bears

Images of polar bear cubs struggling 1o stay on rafis of ice are often used by groups that want to promote
conservidion and step the delodoration of natural habitats, However, par of the salution lies with the polar
bears themsalves.

Palar bears are highly specialzed. This means they have adapted lo survive in a specific region and eat
specilic Tood. Palar bears live above the Arclic Ccle and eat fish and arctic mammals such as seals, Their
bodes are different from those of other types of bears. Polar bears feature webbed lee! for swamming, thickes
fur and more body it lor Iving and ssamming in gy conditions, and lighl-colored fur 1o help them blend inlo
their environment. As aresult, polar baars do not do well when they are in a non-arclic region. They cannat fun
as well as ofer bears. they can become 100 hot and tire easily, and they have a hard Sme hunting animals that
ara notin he snow o ica.

Unfortunately for polar bears, chmate change s reducing the swe ol the areas where they can ve, This
maans the bears will eventually hawe 1o leave the arclic regions and travel farther south, However, bacause
they are s0 specialized, it s unlikely that polar boars will be able 1o thiive as they once did,

Other creatures, such as crocodies of cockroaches, are nol nearly as specalized. They e on almost
every continent and in a wide vanety of cimates. In fact, crocodies are one of the most adaptable animals
on the planet and have survived for millons of years. When animals specialize, thay often do better than
less-special 2ed speces in the same place, but if the climale or other conditions change, the specalized
animals are usually the first (o die oft

If polar bears are gong to survive the naxt 100 years, they will have 1o adapl. Many scwnists balive thal
polar bears may eventually cross paths with brown baars and black bears. Whethar these ammals fight it out
or fall m love to creake new generations of hybrid bears remains to be sean. No matier how it happens, many
hope hat polar bears wall iwe far into the ture—n many diflerent places.

STRATEGY PRACTICE  Compare your notes to a partner's notes. [Mscuss how theyare alike or different.

SKILL PRACTICE  Read the item. Write your response.

1. What is this text mostly about?

1 What islikely to happen to polar bears if they cannot adapt 1o climate change?

3, What details explain how polar bears are more fragile than brown or black bears?
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READ THE PASSAGE  Read slowly. Pause after cach paragraph tw think about what you have learn ed.

The Lobster Wars

Lobster fishing is a ibugh job, and lobster fishers are a lough group of people. Their work can be
backbraaking and even dangeroud. Fishers lace unexpected changes in prices and profits. Thay brave all
kinds of hormible wealher to sl and pull up thair lobster raps. Bul an added danger comes whan some lobsler
fishers violse the strict laws or inlormal local rules about how many traps each fishar can set and where they
can be placed_ In Maine in 2009, a combiration of low lobster prices and high prices for fuel and bait created
an explosive situation that neady anded in tragedy,

Lobster kshers all song the southem Maine coast werm lasling he pinch of hard imes. As a resull, marmy
bagan using fshing practices that were dshones! of unialr. Soma labster fishars cut the trap Bnes of other
fishers, and two lobster boats were intentionally sunk in Owls Head Harbar. Then, in the mos! dramatic and
dangerous moment df the situalion, a dispute on Matinicus Island over where two men could fish for iobster
ended in vidlence when one man $hot and wounded the ather. This event brought the “Lobsiar Wars™ to
national attention. In no time at all, he Ration was paying close attention to how Maine labster fis hers ware
treating one anoher,

Masl lobster fishars agreed thal he solution o the fising prablems was to formalize the local rules and 1o
mit the number of traps even further. This may seem strange, but areas with fewer traps actually produce
more labsters bocause he labsters are not overfished. Overfis hing would reduce the production rate, which
would lower e labster population, Having plerty of lobsters lo catch means less confict for fishers. Today,
fighing for labsters in Maine & stil a tricky business, But @ s nol neardy as dangorous as il once was.

STRATEGY PRACTICE  How did pausing briefly after each paragraph belp you better understand the passage?

SKILL PRACTICE  Rcad the item. Write your response.
I. What are three common problems faced by all lobster fishers?

2 What caused major problems for lobster fishers in Maine in 20097

3. How did placing a limit on lobster traps affect the lobster fishers?
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READ THE PASSAGE  When you have finished reading the passage, read it again.

Cowboy Poetry

Cowtoy poetry got its start as an oral iradition after the Civil War, Many cowboys were great readers and
had oot of 4me on thelr hands during irail ides. They would take traditional poetry lorms, such as ballads
and sonnets, and create their own poams. Cowboys would recite the poams around campfires during the
long evenings 10 emertain themselves.

Some cowboy poams are shon and lyrcal, while athers are long narrative tales. Cowboy poems include
cowboy jargon, such as lariars, chaps, and buckaroos. Themes in cowboy poetry include cowboy adventures,
Iile on the rarge, working on ranches, the landscape of the Amencan West, and humarous stories thatl poke
fun at modern leehnology o behawior

While cowboy postry s nol as popular ioday as # was 100 years ago, there are still writers panning
cowboy poems, aswel as festivals or “roundups™ where poets and storytelers calebrate the traditions and
best krown works of cowboy poets. Over a dazen festhals occur across the country; during National Poetry
Month in April each year, ane week is dedicated to cowboy poatry. Many people across the Unied Stales
wark 1o make sum this unique af foem does nol disappear,

Even if cowboy posiry is declining in popularnty, s influence on other af forms is easy o see. Country
music, for example, started with songs that were very similar io cowboy poems and wer set 1D music— usually
with guitars. If you listen to songs recorded in the early 1800s, you can hear the same themes and ideas that
exist n cowboy poems foday.

STRATEGY PRACTICE  How did rercading hdp you better understand the passage?

SKILL PRACTICE  Read the item. Write your response.
1. On what did the original cowboy poets base their poctry style?

2. According o the text, what are roundups?

3, Make a prediction about the future of cowboy poetry.
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