WEEK Monitor Comprehension
When students monitor their comprehension, they keep track of how well they
1 understand the material and identify when their understanding breaks down.
Related activities include asking questions, taking notes, and paraphrasing what
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Reproduce the Monitor Comprehension visual aid and distribute |t o students. Then i ntroduce the

Monitor Comprehension strategy to students and explain: Good readers pay attention as they read
o ensurc understanding, If readers are confused, they can reread, ask questions, make notes, or

DAY  tryto put the information into their own words, Have students read the passage independently.
1 Modd the strategy: As | was reading, | didn't understand why Tom Sanders decided to jump out

of sirplanes. | weni back and rercad his quoie about enjoying “the most out of this life.” This
helped me understand that Sanders finds enjoyment in activities after conquering his fear, Direct
students to complete the strategy practice activity. Then direct students to complete the skill
practice activity, and review the answers as a group.
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Remind students of the Monitor Comprehension strategy, and point out the direction line at the top
of the page, Explain: Good readers look for clues that give information about how characiers are

DAY  fecling about the setling, or about the mood or wne of the siory, Which words from the first line
of the passage give you clues about Kim? (shrank. horrified) Have students read the rest of the
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2 passage. When they have finished, ask them to circle due words within the passage that give details

; abaut Kim's new house, After students complete the strategy practice activity, have them share their
] responses. Then direct students to complete the skill practice activity. Review the answers together
Rem ind students of the Monitor Comprehersion strategy. Model using the strategy: Part of
moniloring my comprehensbon is mak ing sure | understand the information that is being
DAY  presented. This passage is about lichens. Afier Iread the passage, [ can look up images of lichens

am the Intemet to better understand what 1 have read. Tell students they can also use adictionary,

3 encyclopedia, or thesaurus to aid comprehension, When students have finished reading, direct
them to complete the strategy practice activity. Provide aceess to research tools if needed. Then
direct studen s 1o complete the skill practice activity, and review the answers ogether.
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Remind students of the Monitor Comprehension strategy. Read aloud the directions at the top of the
page. Remind students to pause briefly when they see a footnote indicator. Explain: When | sec a
DAY umber, I will pause and read the information that goes with t hat number at the bottom of the
4 passage. Then I will return o where 1 left off and keep reading, After students have finished
reading the passage, have them complete the strategy practice activity and share their responses,
Then direct students to complete the skill practice activity. Review the answers ogether,

Remind students of the Monitor Comprehension strategy. Then point out the chart and say:
DAY  Somctimes a passage will have a nonfiction text feature, such as a chart, that accompanies it.
It's important that we understand both the main passage and the chart. Have students read the
5 passage and chart independently. When they have finished, direct them o complete the strategy
and skill practice activities. Review the a nswers together.
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READ TME PASSAGE  Read slowly. Reread any section you do not understand.

Camera in the Sky
Professional photographars ofen have 1o ke calculaied risks fo get the pardact shot But few
photographom are wiling o “iake the plunge” like Tom Sanders. His enthusiasm and daring have made
him one of the word's most legendary skydning photographers.

From Fearful to Fearless

¥ you walched Sanders leapng out of a plane today, weighed down with heavy camera equipment,
you would never guess that he was once terrified of heights. But hat fear is what launched hs remarkable
careor *| was doing a coursa in bulding sell-confidence,” says Sanders, “and one of the assgnments had
o involve something you were scared of doing. | was petribed of heghts, so my assignment was 10 jump oul
of a plane.” Afler about 50 jumps, Sanders did more than conquer his fear; he bagan to erjoy the thrill of
parachuting. Today, Sandars never lets fear prevert him from trying something new. He says he wakes up
every moming and asks himsell, “How am | going to enjoy the most out of this Ha?"

Falling Feats

These days, Sanders is comfortablle enough to shool astonishing photographs while dropping
thousands of feet in frestall. For one advertisement, he snapped photos of stunt nders driving motorcycles
out of an aiplane door. For another ad campaign. he pholographed a sofa as & plummeled fo the ground.
He has akso recorded enomous group dives in which hundreds ol s kydivers jan hands to create beautiful
flower-bke formati ons.

STRATEGY PRACTICE  Was there any part of the passage that you found confusing? How did you figure it out?

SKILL PRACTICE  Read the item. Write your response.

1. Write the main idea of this text in your own words.

2. What will Tom Sanders probably do in the future?

3. What is the purpose of the headings?
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READ THE PASSAGE  As you read, look for clues that help you understand what is happening in the story.

The New House

Whan Kim's mothar pullad into the driveway of the s pookias t housa on the block, Kim shrank in her
soal, horrfed.

“Momi” she hissed. “This cant be our new house.™

The house was tal and namow and looked ke the crespiest. crawliest, most haumted housa in the
workd. Kim could not imagne anyone warting 10 live in this house. She wondered what kind of people Ived
hare balom—and why thay . But then again, maybe she didr't want to know the reason.

“The outside noeds some work,” Mom admitied. “But wall unil you ses your room.”

“Doas thal maan it has the most spiders, or the lewes 7" Kim asked, Still, she had o admit that she was
a litte curious about her new room. She hopped out of the car and walked quickly o the froni door. It was a
deep red, and the door handle was made from black wrought iron in tha shape of a twisted tree. When Kim
puched the handle to opan the door, a bright blue spark of elec Iricity zapped her hand.

Ouch™ Kim shrisked ShaKicked the door apen the rest of the way, and her jew dropped opan. She
wis looking ot the ocean! instend of & dusty old living roam, there was a wide window with a view of an
endless stretch of beach. the shimmaring blue ocean, and the sun shining brightly. It was beautiful. and Kim
feit the thell of a new adventurm.

“Nice, sn1it7” Mom asked, moving past Kim with a box of dishes. “Your swimsui is in the white
suitcase. 'l call you when ¥'s ime lor dmer.”

STRATEQY PRACTICE  List one part of the passage that you did not understand right away. What did you
do to better understand that part?

sKiLL PRACTICE  Read the item. Write vour res ponse.
L. Why was Kim apprehensive about her new home?

2 What caused Kim to change her mind about the house?

3. Could thisreally happen? Explain.
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READ THE PASSAGE  Underline or make notes about words or concepts you do not understand.

The Truth About Lichens

Many ichens look like patches of moldy letuce stuck to rocks and treas. Thay can ba grean, gray,
yellow, ar even biack. They can live n deserts, m tundms, on tops of mountains, and along rocky coastines.
But perhaps the most amazing thing about a kichen is that it s not a single organism but two!

AlLichen Liker

During the 1800s, a Swiss scenist named Dr. Simon Schwendener was intaresied in how the
shapes of plant pars helped the plant thrive, He studied plants in Gemany and Switzerland. In 1867,
Dr. Schwandensr pullishad his idea that lichens were nol single arganisms but two organisms—ungi and
algae—iving fogether. At the time, scientists thaught Dr. Schwendener was wrong. They beleved it was
impossitle lor two arganisms to work together as one unit.

A Dependent Partnership

Dr. Schwendener was nght—a lichen is not just ane living thing, Every ichen is made up of a fungus
hat bvas with another onganism, usualy an alga. The alga uses phobsynthesis 1 make lood The fungus
retans water for the aiga to use. Somatimes the fungus brings in nuirients from the emaranment where
the lichen is growing. This kind of relaonship is called "mutualistic symbiosis,” which means that the
organisms benefit from lving together. These organisms have grown so dependant on each oter that they
cannot survive on their own,

STRATEGY PRACTICE  List one or two words or comcepts you found confusing, and explain what you did
to figure out their meaning,

SKILL PRACTICE  Read the item. Write your response.
1. How did Dr. Schwendener make his discovery about lichen?

2. How do algae help lichens survive?

3. What would happen to lichen if all its fungi died off?
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READ THE PASSAGE  Read slowly. When you see a sentence with a footnote, pause to read the footnote.
Then read the sentence again before you continue.

Web Crawlers

Il svaryone stopped using the Intemet for ono day, the Infemel would still bo & pretty busy place. Even
when peaple are not online, aulomalic programs travel the Inlemet.

Programs known as web crawlers' constantly browse the Intemet. They follow coded instructions to
gater specific data, These programs scurry invisibly, collecting and sending information 24 hours aday.

What sort of data do web crawlers collect? They repon information aboul how many people are using
the Inemet and which pages they are visiting, They also make coples of wab pages, which are stored and
indexed by search engnes. The resull = laster and more accurale web searches.

Some web cfawlers serve a more menacing function. They harwest e-mail addresses for advertisers
who send unsoliciled e-mail messages known as spam * When your maibox fills up with spam, chances
are good that a web crawier helped put i fhere.

''Web crawiers are someimes calied “‘apders” Decause they “crawl™ around the web.

“Aocording o one report. about 183 bilfion spam messages are sent in @ single day, accountng for 88% of all e-mad
messages sent.

STRATEGY PRACTICE  How did the footnotes help you understand the passage?

SKILL PRACTICE  Read the item. Write your res ponse.
1. How do web crawlers bemefit Internet users?

1 How do web crawlers contribute to spam?

3. What is the purpose of the footnotes?

2 Dady e ading Comprehension « EMC 3617 « © Evan-Moor Corp.




MName: WEEK 1
Moniter Comprehension Y0\ -

READ THE PASSAGE  Bead the passage and the chart. Pay attention to how the information in the chart
supports the passage.

Let the Buyer Beware
Advertisors have many ways of making products dosiable to peoplo. But not all of these techniques
are good lor customers. When you see an ad for something that seems oo good 1o be frue, it st might be.
Use the information in this chan to halp you understand, and avoid, some of the worst tricks of advertisers.

Technique How It Works Example

Bam-and-Swich A store adverlises an fem loravery  When you get io a store, the employees
low price. Al the stare, salespeople el you that the advertised TV is out of
persuada customers fo buy more stock, They offer 10 sell you a more

expensve products, expansive model nstaad.

Fine-Pint  ~  _Advertisers list low prices but Acamem price is very low, but the fine

Exemptons ide rastrictions in very small pint explasns that the price does not

#F ntin he ad. include a lons or a case.

Infited Price ' A stors compares its own sale A portable music player s adverised

Comparisons prices b #s"regular” prices thal are  as 25% aolf when the product usually
never actually charged. salls for the sale price isted

Hiden Fees Ads do ol menlion lees that must A celiphane ad does nol mertion the
be paid in order o make aproduct  actvation fea that must be paid in order
of service usable, 10 usa tha phone.

STRATEGY PRACTICE  How did the chart hdp you understand the author's main point?

SKILL PRACTICE  Read the item. Write your response.

1. When Joel goes to the store, he finds that the advertised bike did not include 2 seat. Which technique
was used?

1. Why does the bait-and-switch technique work for some stores?

3. What is the purpose of the chart?
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Make Connections

This strategy helps stude nts put what they are reading into context by helping
them see the connections between the text and themselves, the world around them,
and other things they have read or seen.

Reproduce the Make Connections visual aid and distribute it (o students. Then introduce the Make
Connections strategy to students and explain: Good readers think about what they are reading
and make connections o their own lives, to their communities, to ot her texts, or to greater
issucs in the wordd. To make a connection, ask yourself as you read: What does this remind me
of? After students read the passage, read aloud the strategy practice activity directions. Have
students share their answers and compare how the leaders they chose are alike and different. Then
direct students tacomplete the skill practice activity, Review the answers together.

Remind students of the Make Connections strategy. Say: When you make a text-to-text
connection, you connect what you are reading to other things you have read or seen before.
Have students read the passage independently. Then direct them to complete the strategy practice
activity, Ask valunieers to share thdr responses and discuss the scary swrics they have heard
befare. Then direct students to complete the skill practice activity. Review the answers together.

Remind students of the Make Connections strategy. Explain: You can make text-to-wordd
connections by thinking about how cvents in a passage might be different if they happencdina
different time. Have students read the passage and direct them to complete the strategy practice
activity, Invite volunteers to share how they fecl the Great Chicago Fire investigation would be
conducted differently today. Then direct students to complete the skill practice activity. Review

the answers together.

Remind students of the Make Connections strategy. Ask students to give words that describe how
they have felt in new situations or around new people. (scared, intimidated, worried, excited ) Have
students read the passage independently. Ask students to share how they might feel if they were
e of the Fugees. Ask: Which part of thelr experience weuld be the most difficult for you? Then
have students complete the strategy and skill practice activities. Review the answers logether.

Remind students of the Make Connections strategy. Ask students to list activities they are involved
with, such as band, sports, or choir, Have students share how they feel before performances,
games, or special events. Say: You can make a connection to a character in a story when you
think about how he or she feels about what is happening. Compare how the character feels to
how you have felt in the past. Then have students read the passage and compare their own
experiences to Marco’s, Direct students to complete the strategy and skill practice ac tivities.
Review the answers wgether
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