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Synopsis

\ Q He is unfriendly to his
@". rity collectors.

On Christmas Eve, the ghost of his \w ner, Jacob Marley, appears to
Scrooge to warn him to change his wa d'¥ chains and tormented by his mis-

takes, Marley tells Scrooge that he by three Spirits. These Spirits offer

Ebenezer Scrooge is a hard-hearted, stingy, grouch
nephew, cruel to his employee, and verbally ab®%jye

Scrooge a chance to escape the same arley

The Spirits take Scrooge on a journey thro @sst, his pres and his
possible future. Scrooge s de s what he is x n more 1m o , what
he is not. “\

As Scrooge learn are guide dee , and all we

choose to do affects d us. W ust ose w1th Wi love.
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Stave Three

Vocabulary: 6

In the blank provided, write the letter of @or phrase that comes closest to

defining the vocabulary word.
1. petrification 0
a. become dead/ sto

@ \ ‘Z> \O(\
2 comp \ 0,

O
ENES

3. gemal \
b gene 6
c. good—natured

4. demeanor
a. unfriendly

b. behavior

c. singing
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5. officious

a. meddling
b. awful

c. careful

6. credulity

%,

a. chair

b. gullibility

c. sadness 0\
7. ubiquitous 0
a. loud @
b. everywhere at on \
c. limited @
0\

8:‘1‘; Q

- x$

&

C. truth

10. penitence O
a. rebelliousness
b. illness

C. remorse
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11. adamant

a. lost
b. inflexible

c. admiring

_12. odius @
a. hateful
b. ugly *
c. smelly 0\
_ 13, exulted 0
a. laughed

b. rejoiced

NS
c. frowned @ O
14. execrable \
_ (a \:}x

a. clev K
Questlons
1. Howis om transfo \the arrival of the Ghost of Christmas
Present?

2. Whatis a “twice-turned” gown? What does it mean that Mrs. Cratchit and her
daughter are “brave” in ribbons? What do these details convey?
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3. The Spirit reveals that Tiny Tim will die “[i]f these shadows remain unaltered
by the Future.” Why is Scrooge “overcome with penitence and grief”?

whims”?

4. According to Scrooge’s nephew, Fred, who a 6@3 from Scrooge’s “ill

Analysis: q Q
5.  Humorin writing the human n to la Qleulous,
the ludicrous, and @: bmical. Hyperowtis Xaggeratlo rhumorous

£Nns use h or an perbole 0 reader under-

ed Scroo&gO e second % pecific examples.

6. What d% from the 5\ ch seem to represent?

7. Foreshadowing is a hlnt or a clue an author gives to suggest something that may
happen later in the story. What might Dickens be foreshadowing in this pas-
sage: “Bob’s voice . . . trembled more when he said that Tiny Tim was growing
strong and hearty”?
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8. Juxtaposition is the act of placing two things side by side. An author uses juxta-
position to underscore the distinctive characteristics of two people, things, or
places. For example, Dickens juxtaposes the setting of black house fronts, fur-
rowed streets, gloom, dingy mist, and soot with the cheerfulness of the people
in the houses, emphasizing the contrast. Find another example of juxtaposition

in Stave Three. @
Q\i }

9. The Ghost of Christmas Presegll stagggt e lives only until Twelfth-Night.
What is Twelfth-Night? Why dges thefGhost only lige that long?

10. Persomﬁca@ man form go abstf€tions. How xc ens personify
nt

ignorance (poverty) ig Stve Three? Wh ogthink he chooses to

perso abstracti @ 0es! o
Dig Deeper:% 6\

11. Of the Cratchit’s Christr&elebration, the narrator states:

There was not of high mark in this. . . . But they were happy,
grateful, pleased with one another, and contented with the time. . ..”
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Despite having barely enough to fill everyone at the meal, every Cratchit is
thankful and refrains from even hinting that the pudding is small. Why?

Read Philippians 4:12—13. What does Paul saE’ @cret” of being “content

in any and every situation”? 0\
12.  The Spirit takes Scrooge place to place a @1}7 homes. WhaWger-
ounters?

sonal qualities or tra@onstrated ﬁ% e through b
: 0\

Read QZ& l@ the fruits’@rit listed in this passage?

0 is list topthe list Wgu made i thefpreWpus question. What are their

ilaghties and diffefyces?
O e’\@

To what extent can w, te these qualities in ourselves, and to what extent
are they gifts from G
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Stave Five

Vocabulary:

. blithe: carefree and lighthearted
. unanimity: sharing the same opinions or views; being in complete harmony or accord

. dispelled: to rid one’s mind of; to drive away or off; as if by scattering

. malady: disease, a disorder, or an ailment; an unwholesome condition.

. recompensed: to award compensation for; make a return for: recompensed their injuries.
. amends: paid back for grievance or injury, restitution.

. illustrious: well known and very distinguished; eminent.
Questions:

1. Answers will vary. Scrooge realizes that he now has time to make arg

may be avoided. “[T]he shadows of the things that would have be® %
t

2. Scrooge has a huge turkey “twice the size of Tiny Tim” sent to ghe
3. Scrooge wants to trick Bob by pretending to be as mad and har
r p

NN W N =

te shown to him by the last Ghost
®lled.” He is a changed man.

sed to be, then surprising him with a raise in
his salary and assistance for his family.

4. Scrooge rewards the young boy whom he sends tofthe b (perhaps to atone for his treatment of the young
caroler on Christmas Eve); he makes a generous d@natio¥ toffhe charitable workers whom he had previously turned
away; and he accepts Fred’s invitation to dinner.

Analysis:
5. Laocoon is a character in Vergil’s Aeneid. a Trojan priest who was y sea snakes. ens 1 agining
Scrooge neatly strangled by his stockifis.

6. Answers will vary. Perhaps, for the fir any years, Scrooge reoccupiedggvith I@ of his business
new to him.
to begin with, and p&ple do not knowd#od. Whe also knows that what

an meeting sggne peo definition of “difhificligéHis own heart laughed
ation question will vary.

t c holic “spirits,” Sommgen

@ chis case, givegup® @
i aNe d.” 1 Peter 4:9-10 instructs hospitality
redpand Ris wife are examples of true hospitality
rit;®ather, Fred recognized that his uncle was “in

anged his mind, and they did so gladly.

liever “a new creation,” forgiven and charged with

ng by the “Total Abstinence
birits forever.

10. In 2 Corinthians 5:17

“the ministry of reco is new life is a gift from God, who “was reconciling

nowhere does Dickens in hiin Jesus Christ; on the other hand, Scrooge’s new way of life,
as will be seen in Stave Five, gives evidence e “fruits of the Spirit” discussed earlier, and Scrooge does experience rec-
onciliation with several people. Within at ¥gst the immediate narrative context, if not necessarily in an explicitly
Christian sense, Scrooge certainly is a atiQn.”

Overview

1. Exposition: Scrooge is introduced. Readers observe his treatment of his clerk, his nephew, his general attitude toward
others, and Christmas in particular; Rising Action: Marley appears and warns Scrooge of his eternal fate. Marley offers
Scrooge an opportunity to alter his course through the visits of three spirits. The Spirits appear to Scrooge, reminding
him of the man he used to be and showing him his errors in the present. Crisis: The last Spirit shows Scrooge the future,
particularly Scrooge’s own death. Scrooge is resolved to change his ways. Falling Action: Scrooge awakens on Christmas

morning, realizing that he has been given an opportunity to make amends. Dénouement: Scrooge demonstrates a
change in attitude. He sends a turkey to his clerk, contributes to charities, spends Christmas day with his nephew and
family, and rewards his clerk with a raise.
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