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Synopsis

As a small boy Nathaniel Bowditch loves to works @\mbers. School is Nat’s
favorite time. But Nat gives up his dream to gd® @ ¥d when he must quit school
to work for his father. Later, he becomes an 1 cd servant, working in a ship’s

chandlery. In spite of his situation, Na
He works all day in the chandlery anfl in

1s education by teaching himself.
nings fills his notebooks with every-

thing he wants to learn.
Nat’s diligence pays off. When nine-ye %e is throughging i
the opportunity to go to sga gthe things he x are put to g. 53
af CaeMics on the I@s, but b@a C :
Des sailors u gation S

dangerous, not only because
ence he used to,tgich himself; ins to compile

ers, many of the books
cost lives. With the
information for a

correct errors of the oldeabl®and give every sailor

knowledge of 1091,

Carry * Bowditc ography 0 g:’r\rho, although unable to
attendffSc cated hi oroughly th strll use the book he wrote
almos Is ago. K

%O

o
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Chapters 21 & 22

%,

Vocabulary: TS
Read the sentence from the book, noticing t \o the underlined word. In the
blank space after each sentence, write e he definition that comes closest in

meaning to the underlined word.
1. “You know where the roo 'es of the seals ar @know the saflsOfythey
gather there.” @
L 2
a. rocky places \ \O
b. shallow pl 6 \
c. breedm 0
d. &
2. % said, “yolge marrRd a capit
eone wh tarts with % etter

b. one who 1 usme
c. one r1cks on ot

d. one who Wyrites books

3. Zacksidled to the dore he fired his parting shot.

ran
hopped

walked backwards
walked sideways

po oo
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4.  She knew what rankled in Nat’s mind—beyond the loss and the disappointment.

a. caused irritation
b. sounded

c. rang over and over
d

. marched

5. Moore’s Practical Navigator has depreciate h in that country, . . .

. fallen in value

a O

b. risen in value

c. been lost

d. been used Q

6. “Today is Commence @y at Harvar% O
opening 6 \\

graduati 0

m1d te

‘\0 NS

7. degree of r of Arts was cofffrre®on you.”

a. thrown

b. gran \
c. grante onymously

d

. granted secretly

Q—O o

8. “Maybe he just run a

a. to shore

b. into mud

c. in a violently excited state
d

. into happiness
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Questions:

1. What was Polly’s reaction when Nat told her he was writing a book on naviga-
tion? How did Polly convince Mrs. Boardman that Nat’s book was a good idea?

2. Who did Nat ask to judge his book? &Qoose those men?

3. What happened to the ] e ship of whi \Qpart owne@ hap-
pened to the men on . O
ink the En & d pay atte \ s book because it was
an Amer How'was he p &o

5. What did Nat feel was tif§final step in convincing people around the world
that his book was ab liable?

48 © 1995 Progeny Press
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What opportunity did he have to take that final step? Write the sentence that
tells you Polly gave Nat her approval to take that step.

Thinking About the Story: * 6
N

6. Why did Nat work so hard to write hisé
7. Why could Nat not t\@t people in %\ut the boo writing?

0\
2 \ ‘ |
8. t at sad whe@y was abl @ Harvard’s graduation
et hat en@ king tha &u st day of his life?

EO e’\@
9. Why were the people of §flem surprised at the appearance of Lem Harvey?

O
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Dig Deeper:
10. Read Mark 6:1-6. Dr. Holyoke joked with Nat that his book would be

accepted everywhere in America except Salem. “A prophet is without honor in
his own country, you know,” he told Nat. Dr. Holyoke’s words are a paraphrase
of Jesus’ words as recorded in Mark 6:4: “Only in his hometown, among his

relatives and in his own house is a prophet withomr.”
t

Why was it harder for people in NazarcH ve Jesus could do mira-

cles? Why was it harder for people in Salém f & gve that Nat had written the

most important book in the world on 6N
11. Do you find it hard #g.c e your fami% mportanc OQ

accomplishments g Q
rta&mg you ;hope to do? What can you

OSt 1

lp others rea the 1mportan0& hing? What will you do if your

d and o er you doat importance of what you have
one?

¥
S
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Answer Key

Chapters 1-3

Vocabulary:

1. shilling; 2. towhead; 3. spectacles; 4. gables; 5. pindling; 6. kindling, bellows; 7. privateer; 8. cargo; 9. wharf; 10. ballast;

11. apothecary; 12. currency.

Characterization:

1. Mary, 13; Hab, 11; Lizza, 8; William, 3; Sammy, baby (age not given

2. Nat, ¢; Hab, g; Mary, b; Lizza, ¢; Granny, f; Father, d; Mother, a.

3. Granny exclaimed that the privateers were just pirates. She warggd N %

himself on a privateer when he woke up. Granny has a negative atti dsailing. She does not think sailing is safe,
0

er to stay out of taverns or he might find

and she does not want Nat’s father to go back to sea.

4. Nat's father tells the sailor that he’s bad luck. Then he tafls the'@ilor” that it’s better for him to be a barrel-maker.
Throughout his protesting he stares across the water, hy 1s head quickly, as though trying to forget some-
thing.” Nat’s father seems to be trying to convince limsel eing a barrel-maker is better. Although he says it’s bet-

ter, he does not appear to be happy doing his trade.

Questions:

1. To keep himself awake, six-year-old Nat ubtracting to find his Bigt apl sisters’ ages fouff'ye efore (or
when they had moved away from Salegn).

2. The family’s new home was a weathcigbed§h lige cottage in a wefl- rd.

3. Nat’s father lost his ship when it und on the Angui ee s father was @ @ ooper—a barrel
maker—in Salem. K

Thinking About the Story:

4. The story begins durin

5. Privateers captured B
6. Answers will va

ic evolution.

ips, took the men prison@y and sold the ship and cafg. A§Wers will vary.

been at i arrel¥” While trying to convince the

sailor that he’s nogfnt signing on ds ce himself as well. ““He makes bar-
oss the water agath} ¢ faded. ‘Barrelsgp. “QH Qgfied.”

rels.” [Fat o
rn anythin not Wlieve Nat had worked the problem him-

ar
7. Mast@l W t Nat was oung to

self.

8. Master apologized to elieving he co o th lem. He stood over Nat watching him work

the problem. *
er will die frofy illn

9. The author is hinting that

10. One gives a sailo i or part of that sailor’s share in any profit from the cap-
ture and sale of a ship a e his expectation because Tom Perry, the sailor from whom
he had bought the expectati§p, was killed in agea bat a British ship.
Dig Deeper:

11. Granny was afraid Nat’s father wo
afraid that while drinking, Nat’s fathe
thinking clearly.

12. Nat’s father meant that his ship had sunk and he felt responsible. No, the sailor argued and told Captain Bowditch
he wasn’t the only one who had lost a ship.

13. Jonah prayed and God delivered him.

14. Answers will vary. You can pray and trust God to help.

€

.

tavern. This verse tells us that alcohol can lead us astray. Granny was
Bagree to sign aboard a privateer because the alcohol would keep him from

Chapters 4—6

Vocabulary:

1. the side of a ship that is sheltered from the wind; 2. the side of a ship from which the wind is blowing; 3. business
selling ship’s supplies; 4. contract by which one person agrees to work for another for a definite period of time;
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