s

/ I g“'{;.'-;.'tjg R

I' ‘4 ~The Best Christmas®-
~=— - Pageant Ever |
P o e uide, ﬂp

e

el gt

o 34

———

= For the novel by
by B @ Robinson

Progeny Press

Grades 4-6 Reproducible Pages #205



The Best Christmas Pageant Ever Study Guide

Table of Contents

Note t0 INSTIUCTOTL wevveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e @ ........................................ 4
SYNOPSIS coeveeiiiiiiiiiiice B M. ). 5
About the Author ..cceeeeeeeeeeeeeiil, %

Ideas for Pre-reading Activities

. 7
Vocabulary: Chapters 1 & 2\@ ..................... ;\E® ................ Q ........ 8
4

Summary
Ideas for Post-reading ACHVITIES .......ccueuerieuirieiiriiieiinieinee et 47
Suggestions for Further Reading ........ccccceviiiiiiiiiiniiicceeccee, 48
ANSWET KEY .ttt et e 49

© 1993 Progeny Press 3
No copy of this study guide may be resold.



The Best Christmas Pageant Ever Study Guide

Synopsis

-

Everyone agreed that the six Herdman kids were ¢ %ids in the world. They
lied, they stole, they hit little kids, they talked dirsy,‘afid £ven the girls smoked cigars.
@ en because the Herdmans never

Sunday looking for chocolate cake,

went there. But when the Herdmans show
they hear about the Christmas pagea ¢ they want to take part.
To the dismay of everyone i the Herdmans land the main parts in the

d,
play. Although everyone expects a disaster, the H ing a fresh interpretation
to the Christmas story, a story ad never heard 6
5\0K ’\\Q

O
S 6\%
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Chapter 1
Fact and Opinion: @6

A fact is a true statement about something. I @ e proven, and usually does not
involve personal feelings. An opinion cann

; it merely states what a person
feels or thinks about something or ne ow are a list of statements about the

story. Write fact or opinion in the b fter each state@

Example: The Herd ar@ the worst ki?\ orld. inio
2
1. The Herdmans s \Fred Shoe s toblhouse.

e missing eye.

2. The Herd st ughnutsQn the firemen.

2
3. The s cat was miea

& a broken ta'&
¢
lked the cav@\egth of chain.

6. The Herdmans’ cat ate l&)na Billian’s two pet mice.

7. Claude Herdman WaQery smart.

8. Imogene Herdman was just like the other Herdmans.

4, e cat had one s

5. Mrs. He

9. Mirs. Herdman worked double shifts at the shoe factory.

10. Gladys was the meanest Herdman of them all.
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8. Write three or four sentences describing Imogene.

9. Reread the last sentence of Chapter 1. Considerin itle of the story, what
does the last sentence of Chapter 1 lead you t

Dig Deeper:
10. Read Luke 6: 27—31 s it mean t%\others as yo @ave

them do to you™?

11 ear th s, Would ;ard time following this
nd? Why or not’
12.  According to these v 0& w should we treat those who mistreat us?
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Chapter 7

Similes:

Answers will vary. Accept reasonable responses.

1. The way the Herdmans behaved in school is being compared to piranhas in a feeding frenzy: a lot of dangerous
commotion.

2. The first rehearsal is being compared to a long three-hour bus ride. A long bus ride gets boring and the passengers get
restless, so the children at rehearsal must have been similarly restless.

3. The entry of the Herdmans is being compared to the way outlaws enter a saloon. Outlaws might enter a saloon look-
ing for trouble or planning to cause trouble.

4. The way the Herdmans looked is being compared to the way people look o loween. On Halloween people dress

Horn. At Little Big Horn General Custer and his men were
7. The humming is being compared to the sound of

ed to the way refugeesdook on the news: bewildered and con-

monotone and annoying,
9. The way the shepherds banged their cr around (and the soun
t to mind.
Questions:
po
No one would ask 't rdmans, who w thing or contribute to any sort of charitable

8. The way Ralph and Imogene looked is being c
around of hockey sticks. The image of a ro tic hockey game i
10. Imogene’s sudden understanding is being compared 0 the way one sudden S n with chills
is fle Q dy is reacts to the illne
1. They brought a ham.
¢ emselves, to giv
ir poverty, they gave. \
ageant, she crying.
. This indicate in spite of her rou eriofy Imogene’s heart was softened in some way

fused about being in a strange place, not sure of what
es) is being compared he banging
and fever: it happens quickly, and ontrol over the one
2. They got the ham fro i il hristmas food-basket. \
3. The narrator was im ecause the Herdmans hadynever given anything a efore.
4. In these verses, the,wi gave all she % e gave ouio he verty, and Jesus commended her for it.
came to ‘an erstan of the Christmas story and what Jesus™ birth

acted as people N eally acted in the circumstances, because they’d never
heard the Christmas i about the story was taken away, and what was left was very
plain and easy to understand.
8. Answers will vary. Man judges people baséd on what they look like and what they act like, but God overlooks that.
He sees into the heart and can see how a person feels, what motivates a person, and why they do what they do.
9. Answers will vary. The people at thefchu a bunch of misfit troublemakers.
10. Answers will vary. Perhaps one w¢ @ hat the Herdmans, like everyone, are in need of acceptance, love, and the
grace of God.
11. Answers will vary.

Word Search

1. Herdmans; 2. the cat; 3. shepherd; 4. Alice; 5. Charlie; 6. Imogene, Ralph; 7. Wise Men; 8. Gladys; 9. Herod;
10. cigar; 11. ham; 12. pageant; 13. Christmas, Jesus.

The leftover letters spell out “Hey! Unto you a child is born!” Answers to the question will vary.
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