
BlingMyRig
Awning / “Z” Brackets- Installation Manual

These instructions are only for Ford Econoline vans, years 1992 – 2014.
Brackets for Chevy / GMC vans have different instructions. 

Before beginning the installation, carefully and thoroughly read this entire document 
and watch the video tutorial as the process involves altering your vehicle.

Notes:

1.  These brackets were designed to be 
used with the Fiamma F45s awning, 10-feet 
or less. While the brackets themselves can 
be used with other awnings, the way these 
other awnings are mounted to the brackets 
is different and is not covered here. If you 
do not have a Fiamma F45, 10-feet or less, 
contact us before installing.

2. These instructions cover the basic steps. 
Before beginning the installation, be sure 
to watch the video to learn about the many 
nuances that are not thoroughly covered in 
these instructions. 

The video can be viewed here (link), and by 
also scanning this QR code:

Legalese

These brackets, while easy to install, require very careful attention to some critical 
details which must be employed. Failure to do so may result in the awning coming 
off the brackets, or the brackets coming off the van. If this happens, both the awning 
and the vehicle can be damaged.

As per your acceptance of our Product Disclaimer and Release Agreement at the time 
of purchase (required before completing the checkout process; review here), we take 
absolutely no responsibility for any damage, injury, etc. from parts or components 
failures, at any point during the installation, or during the life of these products,
regardless on which vehicle(s) the products have been installed.

If you, or anyone else installs or uses these products on your vehicle, the risks and 
responsibilities are all yours, and you accepted these terms with no recourse to us or 
suppliers.

If you want to return these brackets unused and in their original condition within 10 
days of the delivery date, it is not a problem. We will happily provide a full refund,
minus $15 to cover our initial shipping and handling fee. Contact us to get started.

If you want to keep them, installation and usage of any of our products is at your 
own risk! 
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Bracket Assembly

All of the brackets are different, with the middle one being shortest.

The front and rear brackets are similar in height, and the rear bracket 
has a tab on the top and a triangle at the bottom.

Front Middle Rear

Triangle

The screws, Nyloc nuts, washers and caps appear
in the order of assembly. 

Tools and Materials

• Two six-foot ladders
• Three 5/16”-18 regular nuts for dry-fitting (not included)
• 3/16” Allen wrench
• 5/32” or 3/16” drill bit - sharp for cutting steel
• 1/2” deep socket or wrench
• Phillips screwdriver - stubby
• 9mm or 11/32” socket or wrench
• Sharp chisel - small
• Utility knife
• Smallest can of POR-15 or other high-quality rust prevention 

enamel paint in black gloss
• Silicone for sealing, if required
• Pencil or Marker

If bending the brackets is required:

• Bench-mounted vice with soft jaws
• Mechanic’s wrench

What’s Included

• Three Brackets
• Three Z-Clamps
• Three Stainless Steel 5/16”-18 Button Head Hex Socket Screws
• Three Nyloc Nuts (affixed onto the screws)
• Three Large Washers
• Three Black Caps

A more detailed diagram is included on page 4.

© BlingMyRig 2021 2



Let’s Get Started!

• Installation time is approximately two to three hours
• Most steps can be done by just one person, however, a second 

or third person is required when hanging and adjusting the
• awning. This occurs a couple times during the process.

Six Steps:
1. Assemble the brackets
2. Check gutter putty depth; remove if necessary
3. Position / “dry-fit” the brackets and awning; drill holes through 

awning case and brackets
4. Install brackets (may need to bend), and triple-check clamping 

strength
5. Slip and affix awning onto brackets for final installation
6. Grab a beer, ‘cause yer done!

Extremely Important Installation Data-Points:

1.  The design uses a leverage and clamping method to clamp the
brackets to the gutter. The awning is held up by hooking over the top of 
the brackets and attached by being screwed onto the brackets.

2. All vans have a material (typically made of a putty-like substance) that 
fills in the space between the van’s gutter and the edge of the rain gutter. 
There are variations in the depth of the putty depending on the assembly 
process at the factory, age of vehicle, wear and tear, prior repairs, etc.

The amount of putty in the areas underneath each bracket clamp is
critical in order to provide a secure mounting point for the brackets. 

What this means is you may have to remove some putty (from under 
each bracket clamp) in order to expose more of the gutter’s vertical lip, 
thereby resulting in a deeper, tighter clamping surface. A depth of 1/8” 
to 3/16” is a good range when measuring from the lip of the gutter to the 
level of the putty. This is thoroughly discussed in the video starting at
3’ 47”, 6’ 31”, and 11’ 52”.

This image illustrates the 
puttied area and how a bracket 
clamps to the gutter.

During the installation process, the effectiveness of brackets’ clamping 
needs to be triple-checked for tightness and secureness to the 
gutter. This testing needs to be conducted first without, and then with
the awning affixed. Be Very Clear: if some putty is not removed to get to 
the approximately 3/16” depth, and if the tug tests are not conducted 
and passed, the awning might fall off due to improper mounting or in-
stallation. This could be at the time of install and /or anytime thereafter. 
This is why we adamantly advise to always check the clamping mecha-
nism before driving the vehicle. This is throughly discussed in the video 
at 28’ 27”.

Tips and Installation Approach

1. We do our best to package the brackets with maximum protection 
during shipping, but occasionally, there will be a scratch or nick that 
requires touching up. Therefore, before starting, carefully inspect all 
brackets and clamp pieces for nicks in the paint. If there are nicks 
or scratches, they must be touched up before step 4 above as the 
brackets are steel and will rust if the metal is left exposed. We highly 
recommend using POR15 or an equivalent black, high-quality gloss 
enamel paint.

2. Consult the diagram on the next page for bracket order, and the bolt 
/ nut orientation. Again, there are three different brackets, and each 
one is designed to attach to a specific location.

3.  The hardware is stainless steel, and anti-seize lubricant needs to 
always be used on the threads.

4.  The ends of the screws need to be pointing towards the exterior of 
the van. By doing this, the PopTop’s seal will ride over the rounded 
heads and minimize any catching.

Extra, must-see “Pro” tips included at the end of the document!  
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For ARB / CVT Awnings, Use 
Front and Rear Brackets Only
For ARB / CVT Awnings, Use 
Front and Rear Brackets Only

For ARB / CVT Awnings, Use Front and Rear Brackets Only

Use Anti-Seize on All Stainless Nuts and Bolts

Cap

Nyloc Nut

Hex Head Bolt Washer
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Step 1: Assemble the Brackets

There are three different brackets. Each one is designated for a specific 
location on the van’s gutter:

1. Front bracket: placed at the “B” Pillar
2. Middle bracket: placed just behind the side cargo door(s)
3. Rear bracket (for a Fiamma 10ft F45s awning): placed about 8’ 2” back 

from the front edge of the front bracket. This is throughly discussed 
in the video at 20’ 49”.

All three brackets have the same hardware components as seen in the
diagram on the prior page.

Important Note:
The hole in the Z-Clamp is slightly off center (top and bottom direction), 
and the position of the Z-Clamp makes a difference on how the bracket 
clamps to the bracket.

For the front and rear brackets, the Z-Clamp must be in the correct
orientation. If it is wrong, simply flip it vertically (vs. left and right) until 
you achieve what’s illustrated below: the screw sitting flat versus cocked 
over. If the screw is not sitting flat (middle bracket will not sit flush), those 
brackets will not clamp correctly.

This is throughly discussed in the video at 17’ 56”.

Step 2: Check the Gutter Putty Depth

a)  Raise your PopTop. This will make it easier to check the condition of 
the putty and gutter, and later, to drill the holes and tighten the nuts / 
screws. 

b)  Check the putty depth relative to the lip of the gutter. The depth 
should be around 1/8” to 3/16” deep. The transition from the gutter
horizontal to the vertical inside lip should be free of any putty that will 
inhibit the clamp to best seat against the inside vertical edge of the 
gutter lip. If necessary, carefully carve out and remove the excess putty 
until the depth is between 1/8” and 3/16” relative to the gutter lip. This is 
thoroughly discussed in the video starting at 3’ 47”, 6’ 31”, and 11’ 52”.

c)  The amount and depth of the filler (in different parts of the gutter and 
from front to back) varies from van to van, and even on the same van. It is 
critical that there is a sufficient vertical lip exposed so the clamp portion 
of the bracket has something to leverage against and it is this vertical 
lip that keeps the bracket from pulling off the gutter. You many need to 
remove / dig out some of the putty filler in the location where the clamp 
is seating in order to get a good bite with the bracket(s). If the vertical lip 
is not deep enough (or even too deep), the bracket will not have good 
holding power and can pull or fall off.

If you have not watched the video (link), please do so before proceeding...

Step 3A: Dry-Fit the Brackets and Awning

In general:

Use the 5/16”-18 regular nuts (not supplied) to dry-fit the brackets. Doing 
so will give you an idea of the brackets’ placement and how they align 
with each other, as well as enabling you to:

a)  Determine if any of the brackets need to be bent to align with each 
other for the awning to mount properly. The brackets usually line up 
pretty straight with each other. They do not have to be perfect, just close.

b) Verify the putty depth and determine if any needs to be removed

c) Save the NyLoc Nuts for the final installation. Remember: Use
Anti-Seize for all preliminary and final installations.
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Dry-Fit the Brackets and Awning; Drill Holes, cont.

Begin with the front bracket.  

a) Consult the video at the 44-second mark. The video clearly discusses 
exactly where and how the front bracket is placed: on the “B” Pillar, 
which is  between the front door and the side cargo doors. 

There is only about ½” of leeway on where this bracket can mount. 

b) Mount the bracket so it avoids compromising the sealing of the door 
gaskets. Also, do your best to place the bend in the bracket to seat 
snuggly in the crotch of the door pillar to bottom of the gutter angle. 

The upper metal edge of the door should just clear the bracket when 
closing.  If it does not clear, the bracket will need to be bent slightly. 
Consult the video at the 3’ 10” mark for clarification.

Never, ever try to bend the brackets while they are on the gutter. This 
will bend the gutter. If the bends need to be adjusted, remove the
brackets and bend them using a vice or other methods.

c) Tighten the temporary nut and bolt so the bracket is firmly secure
on the gutter. You may need to flip the clamping bracket over to get a 
better bite; the video addresses this at the 17’ 56” mark.

Once the Front Bracket is installed, the rear bracket can be placed.

d) Hook a tape measure over the front edge of the front bracket and pull 
the tape toward the rear of the van. Mount the REAR bracket so the rear 
edge of the rear bracket is about 8 ft 2” back. This allows for the 10-foot 
awning to project about 12 inches forward and 12 inches aft of the
brackets. Consult the video at the 20’ 49” mark.

e) Tighten the temporary nut and bolt so the bracket is firmly secure on 
the gutter.

The Middle bracket goes just behind the side cargo door opening. It is 
usually set back about 1/8 in. to 1/4 in. 

f) Once the position is determined, tighten the temporary nut and bolt so 
the bracket is firmly secure on the gutter.

Now that all three brackets have been mounted and tested for secure 
tightness:

g)  Check for vertical alignment along all the brackets. They should be 
pretty close in alignment. Consult the video at 23’ 13”.

h)  Place the Fiamma awning by hooking the back top edge of the 
awning case onto the front and rear brackets (the middle bracket does 
not hook into the casing).

i)  Adjust the awning so it is relatively centered with equal overhang 
front and rear. If you used the 8-foot, 2-inch dimension, you should 
have about a 12” overhang at each end. 

j)  Check that the awning is securely hooked over the top tab of the 
brackets.

k)  Carefully open the awning about 18 to 24 inches and pivot both of 
the awning legs down and extend the legs to support the end of the 
awning. 

Never extend the awning past three feet without extending the legs to 
provide support.

Continue to extend the awning while moving the legs out to provide 
support. This is required in order to provide clearance to drill the three 
holes into the awning casing that secure the awning to the brackets.

Remember: at this point, you have done a DRY-FIT, so if everything has 
fit perfectly, you can now drill through the awning casing.

Step 3B:  Drill Holes Into Awning Casing

Fiamma awnings come with a mounting kit. You will use the three 
smallest Stainless-Steel screws and nuts they provide. These three 
screws and nuts are used to hold the awning against the brackets. The 
“weight” of the awning is carried by the hooked part of the extrusion.
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Drill Holes Into Awning Casing, Cont.

Start with the front bracket.

A hole needs to be drilled through both the awning case and each  
bracket. The size of the drill bit should be slightly larger than the shank 
of the small screw in the mounting kit.

The holes need to be located from 1/2” to no more than 1” up from 
the inside bottom of the awning case and midway (side-to-side) of the 
bracket. It is very important to not exceed 1” as the end of the screw may 
rub against the canvas and eventually tear into it if the screw is too high.

a)  Start with the 5/32” bit to drill a pilot hole. From the inside of the
awning case surface, mark and match-drill the hole. You may need to 
open up the hole by enlarging the bit to 3/16”. See video at 32’ 54”.

b)  Once the front position is drilled, insert the nut and screw, and finger- 
tighten to hold the awning in alignment with the bracket.

As stated earlier, the ends of the screws need to be pointing towards 
the exterior of the van. By doing this, the PopTop’s seal will ride over the 
rounded heads and minimize any catching. 

Make sure all your small hardware pieces fit through the casing and 
brackets. If these screws are too short, you will have to obtain longer 
ones. FWIW, we have never found these SS screws to be too short. 

c)  Match-drill the middle and rear awning case / bracket locations.

d)  Now that the hardware has been test fit, remove the three small 
screws and nuts so that the awning case is again just hanging on the 
front and rear brackets.

e)  Carefully retract the awning until the awning is only extended about 
18 to 24 inches.

f)  Collapse the legs and stow them inside their positions in the case 
door, then fully close the awning.

You are now ready to remove the awning case from the brackets for the 
final installation. 

At this point, the three brackets are firmly attached to the gutter and 
the awning has been removed.

h)  Mark the locations of each bracket by putting a piece of tape (on 
the gutter) at the points where the rear (aft) edge of each bracket 
meets the gutter.

i)  Look at the large Stainless Steel button head screws used for the 
brackets. They may extend too far / be too long on one or more of the 
brackets and will prevent the black caps from seating onto the washer.

If they are too long, mark and trim the threads with a cut-off grinder, 
taking great care not to mar the threads. Having the temporary nut 
threaded above the cut mark is a good way to chase the threads after 
cutting.

Make sure to note which screw goes with which bracket. You can also 
buy shorter button head screws, or, if you prefer, just leave the screws 
long and not use the caps.

Do not use the Nyloc nut to chase the threads. The heat from trim-
ming the screw shank will melt the nylon and render the nut useless 
as a locking fastener. 

j)  Remove the brackets from the gutter, and keep the respective nuts 
and bolts together with each bracket.

k)  Clean up the metal shavings from the gutter and roof of the van. 
The brackets are steel, and those shavings will rust and cause streak-
ing and marking if left in place.

l)  The brackets now have exposed metal where the holes were drilled, 
and it needs to be painted. You can use a dab of POR-15 paint (or the 
alternative) to cover the exposed metal where the hole was drilled, or 
you can get a can of high-quality enamel satin black spray paint and 
spray the whole bracket. As previously mentioned, touch up any other 
raw metal areas that may be exposed.

Another way of protecting the metal is by putting a dab of silicone in 
the hole. Paint or silicone - it’s your choice; the need is to protect the 
metal. We highly recommend another coat or two of high-quality paint 
on the brackets, especially if you live in a rust-prone area.
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Step 6:  Grab a Beer, ‘Cause Y’er Done (almost, but never completely...) 

Congrats — you’ve done all the hard work, but... you must once again
confirm the brackets are securely affixed to the gutter.

This is a vital, imperative step that is always recurring. As stated in the 
video and on page two: If the tug tests are not conducted and passed, the 
awning might fall off due to improper mounting or installation. This could 
be at the time of install and /or anytime thereafter. This is why we
adamantly advise to always check the clamping mechanism before
driving the vehicle. This is throughly discussed in the video at 28’ 27”.

Check the clamping bolts for tightness. This is NOT a test to see how the 
awning is hanging on the brackets. This, and every test, is to verify that 
the brackets are securely mounted to the gutter.

The mounting of the brackets should feel very secure without any play
at the clamping location. There will be some flex in the gutter, but the 
brackets need to be firmly attached to the gutter; the brackets and the 
gutter should move as one.

As mentioned in the video, check for tightness after driving 100 to 300 
miles. Always re-tighten all nuts and hardware as needed. If you have
driven on or will be driving on rough roads / wash boards, check even 
more frequently / after less miles. We always check during our trips; we 
don’t wait until after we’ve driven 100+ miles.

It is also a good idea to check the brackets for secureness every few 
months. Again, there should not be any play between the bracket and the 
gutter. The gutter will move, but the bracket and gutter should move as 
one.

Be sure to see the next page for a really cool, extra “Pro Tip.”

Step 4:  Final Installation of the Brackets

Make sure the area is cleaned up and the bending and paint touch-up 
(as needed) is completed.

a)  Reinstall the brackets in their respective locations. It should be very 
easy to place them since you marked their aft edges with tape.

b)  Firmly secure each bracket with the supplied button head screw
and Nyloc nut. Again, the screw head goes on the PopTop side of the 
bracket, Be sure to again consult the diagram on page 4 to make sure 
everything’ is facing the right direction.

c)  Apply Anti-Seize to the threads and firmly snug up the nuts and bolts.  
Make sure to put the snap cap washer in place before securing the nut. 

d)  Thoroughly test each bracket by pulling it outward and wiggling, just 
like we do in the video. There should not be any play at the clamping 
surface.

e)  Check the tightness again. For our rig, we check the tightness and 
snug up the screws three or four times during the final installation.

Step 5:  Final Installation of the Awning

a)  Retrieve the awning and re-hang it by hooking the casing over the 
front and rear brackets (middle bracket does not connect to the casing).

b)  Position the awning left and right to achieve the same overhang 
when conducting the dry-fit.

c)  Partially open the awning and extend the legs like before. 

d)  With the awning fully extended (supported, of course, by the legs), 
slide the awning case so the match-drilled holes line up.

e)  Since the bracket locations were marked with tape, the brackets 
should match up with the holes drilled in the awning case. If they are 
off, open up the hole a bit. Always enlarge the hole versus loosening the 
bracket and moving it!

f)  If any holes are enlarged, be sure to dab the drilled hole with silicone 
to cover any exposed metal.

g)  Using the three stainless steel screws and nuts (face them in the 
correct direction!) screw everything together and secure the awning to 
the brackets.
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Enjoy your awning brackets, and please share our website and products 
with your friends!

Thank you again for your purchase,

1der and 1derGirl
  BlingMyRig
cs@BlingMyRig.com

+1.415.754.0026 

“Pro” Tips (i.e. if you wanna be extra slick...)

There is a gap between the awning case and the gutter. This gap allows 
rain to pass through, and if the side doors are open while the awning is 
extended, you’re going to get dripped on, and we all know how much we 
hate that! 

We installed a 1/16th” thick ABS plastic sheet to create a shut off for this 
gap. The same “hook” of the awning case provides a nice slot to slide in 
the ABS and create a flashing; the bottom of the plastic sits in the gutter.

By doing this, the rain runs off the ends of the gutter and keeps nearly all 
the rain away from the side door area and throughout the length of the 
awning. . Now, you can keep the doors open and won’t feel cooped up 
in the van while it’s raining. You can also keep out bugs with the 1derGirl  
Stay-Put Insect Screens (link)!

What to Buy:

A piece of 1/16”-thick ABS plastic that’s 8’ long and 9” tall. If you’re
tempted to buy 1/8”-thick, don’t. Been there, done that!!! And get the full 
9” height so it can be scribed to the gutter and trimmed accordingly.

How to Install:

Looking over the top of the awning...

a)  Place and center the plastic behind the awning to determine where 
to install / place it.

b)  Mark the location of the brackets on the plastic. You’ll need to cut 
notches into the plastic where the brackets are located. The notch depth 
needs to clear the brackets; notch is approximately 2” wide, and 1.5” 
deep. See image to the right for clarification.

c)  Scribe the bottom of the sheet to the gutter.

d)  Cut out notches and trim to the scribe line.

e)  Slip the plastic under the hook. 

f)  Secure the plastic to the back of the brackets with VHB double-sided 
tape. If you want to be really fastidious, a heat gun can be used on the 
plastic to form dimples around the screw heads.

Super Important!

Always dip one corner of the awning if rain is expected or if it’s raining. 
The corner should be dipped enough to prevent pooling of water. If 
water pools, the weight can collapse the awning and destroy it. 
 
If it’s windy or forecast for windy conditions, always retract the awning 
either all the way or leave extended by no more than two feet. For
lighter winds, use tie downs, which we can order for you.

Never leave your awning extended if unattended / you are stepping 
away from your rig.

Cut Notches

Awning 

VHB Tape Behind Plastic
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