
DID YOU KNOW?
 ■ CBS News broadcaster Walker Cronkite proclaimed 

Knoxville the “Streaking Capital of the World” in 1974.

 ■ The Elephant Sanctuary in Hohenwald is the largest 
haven for elderly, sick and needy pachyderms in the U.S.

 ■ Cotton candy was conceived in Nashville in 1897.

 ■ Between 1935 and 1969, Clark Byers painted over 900 
barns in 19 states with the message “See Rock City.”

 ■ Debuting in 1948, Memphis’s WDIA was the first all-
African-American radio station to produce programs 
aimed for Black audiences.

You’ll find much more inside TERRIFIC TENNESSEE—
it’s a must-read for both natives and tourists.
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About the book… 

Five hundred contemporary and historical facts about 
the people, places and unique attractions making 

Tennessee a wonderful place to live and explore! 
 Terrific Tennessee contains fascinating trivia and 
provides a reliable source for learning about the state. 
Your new knowledge is sure to impress friends, family, 
and teachers! No matter if you’re a native or a tourist, 
you’ll enjoy Terrific Tennessee, a treasure chest collection 
of hundreds of details reflecting Tennessee’s charm and 
natural beauty.

About the author…

Ken Beck was born in Murfreesboro, a fifth-generation 
Tennessean. He was a teacher and coach for three 

years in Lebanon before joining the Nashville Tennessean 
in 1977, where he was a feature writer for over 30 
years and was editor of Sunday Showcase entertainment 
magazine for 25 years. In his weekly Ask Ken Beck trivia 
column he answered more than 13,000 questions from 
readers about their favorite stars, TV shows and movies, 
musicians, tunesmiths, and authors.
 He and writing partner Jim Clark have penned 
numerous books, a dozen of them related to their favorite 
TV show, The Andy Griffith Show, including their million-
selling Aunt Bee’s Mayberry Cookbook.
 For the past 13 years, Beck has been a freelance feature 
writer working with community newspapers in Lebanon, 
Woodbury, Carthage, Murfreesboro, and other towns as 
he profiles ordinary Tennesseans who have extraordinary 
stories to share. And from 2009 until 2015, he was a 
contributor to “American Profile” magazine, which went 
into millions of homes every week. 
 He has been blessed to be able to travel the state 
extensively discovering wonderful people, places, and 
things that define the Volunteer State.
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Historical facts about the 
people, places, and things 
that make Tennesseans 
volunteer!

Perfect gift, souvenir, or 
impulse buy.

Popular keepsake for 
tourists, historians, 
educators, and citizens of 
Tennessee.

A must for every school 
and public library.

Perfect for premiums, 
fundraising, or gift baskets.

All facts double-checked 
and verified with 
appropriate organizations.

Rated “G” for all family 
members.
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