
WSOP I C K L E Frequently Asked Questions (and Answers!)  

We here at WSOPICKLE realize that you may have a couple questions about this disruptive pickleball event that is slowly 

building steam for its eventual landing on the beaches of beautiful Boca Raton, Florida in March 2023.  Since we want 

you to understand what you’re getting yourself into, we have included this list of Frequently Asked Questions below.  

Please review and feel free to reach out with any clarification on answers or to pose entirely new questions that we may 

not have thought of. 

FAQs - About the WSOP I C K L E 
1. What is the World Series of P I C K L E?   

The World Series of P I C K L E or WSOPICKLE is a pickleball event unlike any before it.  It enhances the player 

experience by eliminating the pressure points and frustrations that are so prevalent with the typical pickleball 

event.  WSOPICKLE is made up of a number of Circuit Events that all surround the Main Event.  It will be held at a 

curated handful of sites from March 8th through March 12th in Boca Raton, Florida. 

 

2. What is different about WSOPICKLE?   

WSOPICKLE (1) is built upon a revolutionary playing format known as “PartyPickle”, (2) is administered 

seamlessly through the use of PlayTKD, (3) employs a completely open competition field, aside from a few 

rating-based Circuit Events, and (4) allows for all participants to play for the money that they have contributed 

to the prize pool. 

Because WSOPICKLE does not use a traditional bracket structure playing format, we can guarantee more 

playing, less waiting, and better games overall.  You will not register for WSOPICKLE using any of the traditional 

websites/methods.   

You will purchase your TICKET(S) at WSOPICKLE.com using an e-comm shopping experience.  Or starting 

November 1st, directly on PlayTKD.com WSOPICKLE registration page. 

When participating in WSOPICKLE events, you will no longer bring baskets of pens, papers, and balls back and 

forth for your court assignments and results.  All scheduling and results will be readily available through PlayTKD 

WebApp. 

The open field format prevents the need for any regulatory ratings system to place participants in skill-based 

events.  Nobody will be able to play down and unfairly take advantage of the competition. 

With the prize pool available to anyone in the field who makes it into the money, no longer will amateurs fund 

the prize pool for professionals without having a say in the outcome. 

3. What is PartyPickle?  

PartyPickle allows for doubles competition as a single participant without a set partner.  When you register, you 
are only registering for yourself.  Prior to the start of an event, you will be placed in a randomly assigned 
competition pod.  You will play one game with each of the other members of your competition pod until you 
have played with all members of the pod.  After all games have been played, the individual players with the best 
individual records will advance to the next round of pods.  This format allows for numerous games to be played 
in rapid succession.  
 
For example, if it is a nine player pod, you will play eight games with eight different doubles partners. 
 

4. What is PlayTKD?   



PlayTKD is the software that will run all of the WSOPICKLE events.  You will need to create an account on 

PlayTKD in order to participate in WSOPICKLE events.  Creating an account is free and you will receive 1,000 

Kitchen Koins just for creating your account.  This is the virtual currency of PlayTKD. 

 

5. How many players will be in my pod?   

For the WSOPICKLE Main Event, you will be placed in first round pods of nine players.  You will play one game 

with each of the other pod members as your doubles partner for a total of eight first round games.  With each 

rotation, eight players will play and one player will sit/rest.  Please refer to the list of individual events here 

(hyperlink) for the number of pods and pod populations for each event. 

 

6. How is the Main Event different from WSOPICKLE?   

The Main Event coupled with the additional Circuit Events make up WSOPICKLE. 

 

7. What are Circuit Events?   

Circuit Events are creative events that will surround the Main Event during the week/weekend of WSOPICKLE 

competition.  You can see a full list of the Circuit Events here (hyperlink). 

 

8. How much will this cost me?   

Every event has its own registration TICKET and its own pricing.  The Main Event is $250.  From that amount, 

$210 will go to the player prize pool and $40 will go to WSOPICKLE for event costs, fees, and hosting.  Pricing for 

each of the Circuit Events can be found here (hyperlink). 

 

9. What is the scoring format for WSOPICKLE Events?   
We will be using a RALLY base, lucky 13 (freeze @ 14), homestretch one-server system 
 

10. What does RALLY base, lucky 13 (freeze @ 14), homestretch one-server system mean?   
This means that you will not be playing under a traditional scoring format.   

Rally Based - You may score points either on your serve or on defense.  Unlike traditional scoring format, you 
will not have two serves per side.  If you serve and lose a rally, the other team gets the point and it is now their 
serve. 

a) Rally Base Serving (similar to Badminton, NOT Major League Pickleball)  
(i) A side has only one ‘serve’. 
(ii) At the beginning of the game and when the score is even, the server serves from the right 

service court. When it is odd, the server serves from the left court. 
(iii) If the serving side wins a rally, the serving side scores a point and the same server serves again 

from the alternate service court. 
(iv) If the receiving side wins a rally, the receiving side scores a point. The receiving side becomes 

the new serving side. 
(v) The players do not change their respective service courts until they win a point when their side 

is serving. 
(vi) If players commit an error in the service court from stacking, or a long point, the error is 

corrected when the mistake is discovered.  Teams are not penalized unless it is intentional.   
 

In sum, the order of server depends on the score odd or even same as Single Pickleball Play.  The service 
courts are changed by the servicing side only when a point is scored. In all other cases, the players 
continue to stay in their respective service court from where they played previous rally. This shall 
guarantee alternate server. 
 

b) Changing Ends 
(i) When the leading score reaches 8 points, players have a 60 second interval to change ends. 



c) Lucky 13 
(i) Your last receiving point can be scored on 13 as once you get to your 14th point your must score 

when serving.  You play straight to 15 and you must get your 15th point on your serve. 
d) Homestretch One-Server System   

(i) Once your team gets to 14, whoever serves the next ball will be your team’s server for the 
remainder of the game.  The other player will no longer have a chance to serve. 

Please note: *The Elite-18 of the Main Event, or any Final Court will play Rally Scoring to 21 

 

11. How many players are paid for an event?  

The WSOPICKLE pays out approximately 10-15% of the field size, but it varies slightly from event to event. 

 

12. How will I be paid?   

All payouts will be deposited into your PlayTKD Bank 

 

13. How do I enter and confirm scores for matches?  

All scores for matches will be recorded using PlayTKD.com’s WebApp.  When players have completed their 

games, one player from each team will report scores to court monitor. Court monitor will then input the scores 

correctly in front of players. Players will then return to court and move on to their next game.  Players will also 

have the ability to enter, edit, and confirm scores on their own mobile device 

 

14. What happens if I am late to the start of a Pod time? 

If you are late to your designated pod time, you will be given a 15-minute grace period to arrive. After that time 

has lapsed, you will be forfeited from the tournament. We will make every effort to accommodate all 

participants, but a late participant threatens the integrity and efficiency of an event 

 

15. What happens if I can’t participate in the following round due to injury or illness? 

If you can no longer participate due to injury or illness during your pod play, you will forfeit the rest of your 

games and be ineligible to move on to the next round of pod play.  

 

16. What happens if a player retires in a match? 

If a player retires during a match, a loss will be recorded for both retiree and partner and a win will be recorded 

for their opponents. Retiree will forfeit the remainder of their matches and out of the event.  

 

17. What rules are you using?   

All of USA Pickleballs except section 1. https://usapickleball.org/what-is-pickleball/official-rules/   

 

18. What do I do if suspect someone is using an illegal paddle?  

All paddles will be checked by court monitors before the start of each session of pod play. Paddles used for this 

tournament must be on the USA Pickleball approved paddle list.  

 

If your match is officiated by a referee, the referee will check paddles prior to play.  

 

19. What will happen if there aren’t an even amount of players to fulfill the event?  

If there aren't an even amount of players entered in the tournament, pod numbers will increase and/or 

decrease accordingly.  The later you register, the more of a chance you have at being added to the waitlist.  

 

20. Are there alternate registration options?   

Yes, you may compete in a number of Satellite Play-In events leading up to WSOPICKLE in March 2023. 

https://usapickleball.org/what-is-pickleball/official-rules/


 

21. What is a Satellite Play-In Event?   

A Satellite Play-In Event is a mini tournament hosted by WSOPICKLE ambassadors that will allow participants the 

opportunity to play their way into the WSOPICKLE Main Event.  The accepted basic structure is as follows: 

• 16-18 players 

• $30 buy-in 

• $540 in the pot 

• Two pods of 9 players each 

• Play 8 games in your pod 

• Top 2 from each pod make it to the Final Court 

• Play three more games (one with each of the members of the Final Court) 

• Best record (+/- is the tiebreaker) wins entry TICKET into the WSOPICKLE Main Event + $60, $100 to 

second, $60 to third, and $30 to fourth. 

 

22. Can I host a WSOPICKLE Satellite Play-In Event?   

Yes, we are actively accepting hosting requests to set up and run Satellite Play-In Events.  As a host, you are 

entitled to $80 of the prize pool based on the breakdown above.  You will be responsible for initiating, 

populating, and administering the 18-person event from start to finish.  You can send hosting requests here 

(hyperlink) 

23. What is the role of the court monitor?   
The court monitor will serve as the Eye in the Sky during events.  While ensuring that play moves swiftly and 
fairly on their assigned courts, they are also present to settle disputes when called upon.  Court monitors are not 
responsible, nor are they required, to watch all of the plays in any game.  Players may raise a challenge to the 
court monitor.  If the court monitor saw the play, they have the ability to answer a player challenge.  If they did 
not see something, they will respond “I did not see it”.  If a player treats a court monitor with anything less than 
the highest level of respect and courtesy, that player will be removed from the event and potentially the entire 
WSOPICKLE. 

 
24. Will you have referees for all events?   

No.  The early rounds will be self-governed games with the backdrop of one court monitor per two pods (four 
courts).  Referees will be used for the Elite-18 round and the Final Court. 
 

25. Can I play in any event?   
Yes, you can play in any event that you are eligible for.   

 
You cannot sign up to play in an event if you are already signed up for a different event at that time.   

 
You cannot play in an event that you are signed up for if you happen to advance in the Main Event to a point 
where your attendance in the Main Event is concurrent with the occurrence of a different Circuit Event.   

 
You may not play in a Circuit Event that requires a certain level of achievement that you have not achieved.   

 
You may not play in an invitation-only event that you have not been invited to. 
It depends on the Event Structure.  Most events are Open with a minimum DUPR Rating to enter.   

Also, please see rules above in case of overlapping events. 

26. Is this tournament affiliated with DUPR?  

No.  We are only using DUPR’s rating system for minimum entry into Open Events and for any Event Rating-

Based 



 

27. Are my scores given to DUPR? 

No.  We will not be sharing our data with any third party softwares, or companies.   

 

DUPR will not be able to scrape your data like they do with other tournament softwares. 

 

28. What is a G.A.R.Y. exemption?_ 

G.A.R.Y. stands for Generally Arbitrary Ratings Yo-Yo.  It is our realization that (1) sometimes a player’s rating 

can be higher or lower than it should be and (2) sometimes that rating moves around very quickly and 

inexplicably.   

 

The G.A.R.Y. Exemption allows TKD to rubber stamp any entries that we deem worthy from personal knowledge 

or knowledge from a trusted source.  Please contact us here to submit an inquiry on whether you qualify for a 

G.A.R.Y. Exemption. 

 

29. What happens if we have a 9-player Pod, one or more players drop out? 

The Pod will continue on and it will be an 8-player pod, and so forth.  

 

30. Pre-Match Briefing – Officiated Matches 

Before play begins for each match, the referee will hold a briefing with all players to: 

a. Inspect player paddles. 

b. Inform players of the match format. 

c. Identify starting servers and ensure visibility of the starting server identification. 

d. Identify side of courts based on scoreboard 

e. Remind players to make loud, clear, and prompt calls. (Line calling responsibilities 

f. covered above in #2 and #3; not required for briefing.) 

g. Notify players of any court abnormalities and approved rule modifications. 

h. Answer questions about player instructions and rules. 

i. Allow players to warm up as time permits. 

 

31. How can I be penalized during games for any disturbances, cursing, etc.? 

a. Possible forfeiture of wins and points from the game an issue occurred in  

b. Disqualification of the event. 

 


