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A Message From Lance Strate, Executive Director:
Autumn was a time for talking and traveling for me, in my
role as Executive Director of the Institute of General
Semantics.  It began with the 67th annual conference of
the New York State Communication Association, which
was held on October 23-25, in Ellenville, NY.  I was invited
to be one of the keynote speakers for that weekend, and
my address was entitled, "On the Binding Biases of Time."
As the title suggests, I spoke about Alfred Korzybski's
theory of time binding, and about Harold Innis's concept of
time bias, how the two are sometimes confused, and how
the two are related.  We took the opportunity to promote

the Institute in a number of ways at the conference, including organizing a rousing
session on general semantics featuring IGS President Martin Levinson, ETC Editor Bill
Petkanas, IGS Trustee Thom Gencarelli, and gs-oriented theater scholar Katherine Liepe-
Levinson.

Immediately following the conclusion of the conference, I was on my way to Baroda, India,
for the opening of the new Balvant Parekh Centre for
General Semantics and Other Human Sciences, and to
lead their First National Workshop, which was called
Towards an Ecology of Knowledge, and took place on
October 28-31st.  At left, I am speaking during the
Centre's Inauguration Ceremony, which also featured
(from left to right)
Sitanshu Yashaschandra,
a scholar of English
literature and member of
the Board of Trustees of
the Centre; Narendra K.

Board of Trustees of the Centre; and Prafulla C. Kar, IGS
Trustee and Director of the Centre.  At right, Prafulla Kar and
I display the newly inaugurated Newsletter of the Balvant
Parekh Centre.  The four-day workshop included papers
presented by the participants on general semantics and related topics (several will be
published in ETC), four public lectures each day, "The Paradox of Self-Reliance:  A Critical
Approach to General Semantics" by Pravesh G. Jung; "Page and Image" by Devkumar

Parekh, brother of Balvant Parekh and also a member of the
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Trivedi; "Poetry:  A Language of Persuasion" by Sitanshu Yashaschandra; and "Eight Bits
About the Digital Environment" which I presented.

Additionally,
there were panel
discussions on
general semantics,
and on ethics and
genetic research,
and workshop
sessions covering
the theory of time
binding, the pro-
cess of abstrac-

ting, the non-Aristotelian approach, symbols and signals, facts and inferences, scientific
method, perception, presentational symbolism, the mode of abstracting and the process of
mediating, orality and literacy, media and technology, systems theory and cybernetics,
etc.  All in all, it was a highly stimulating and productive workshop, and an auspicious
beginning.

After a brief respite, the third leg of my tour was to the birthplace of the Institute,
Chicago, Illinois, for the 95th Annual Meeting of the National Communication Association,
which was held on November 12-15.  There, I took part in a special roundtable session
that I had organized, sponsored by NCA First Vice-President and convention organizer
Dawn Braithwaite (who spoke to me of her fond memories of meeting S. I. Hayakawa
when she was a student).  The program was entitled, "The Institute of General Semantics
and the Discipline of General Semantics:  A Roundtable Discussion About Discourse,
Stability, and Change," and the other participants included IGS Trustees Corey Anton and
Thom Gencarelli, Isaac Catt of the International Communicology Institute, Richard Fiordo
of the University of North Dakota, and influential communication scholar Julia Wood of
the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.  Complementing the well-attended session
was the presence of an IGS table in the Exhibition Hall, where our representatives greeted
old friends and made new ones.

A New Line-Up
As 2009 drew to a close, the Institute saw some changes to its Board of Trustees.  After
carrying a double-burden for a prolonged period of time, Jacqueline Rudig relinquished
the role of IGS Treasurer, retaining her position as Vice-President and thereby remaining
on the Executive Committee.  Taking over the financial reigns of the IGS was George
Barenholtz, first on an interim basis, and then as our duly elected Treasurer following the
December meeting of the Board of Trustees.  At that same meeting, the Trustees elected
IGS Webmaster Ben Hauck as a member of the Board, to which we say, welcome aboard!

Save the Date:  October 29-31 for the Next AKML and IGS Symposium
Fordham University in New York City will again be hosting, and linguistics scholar Deborah Tannen has agreed
to deliver the next Alfred Korzybski Memorial Lecture.  Look for more information on the event very soon.
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