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A Message From Lance Strate, Executive Director: 

 
Greetings to IGS members old and new!  I consider it an honor and a 
thrill to have been appointed as Executive Director of the Institute 
of General Semantics this past March, and I hope to justify the trust 
that the Board of Trustees has placed in me.  Clearly, we find 
ourselves in a time of transition, and that means one that calls for 
hard work and attending to a variety of demands.  But we also find 
ourselves in a very exciting time for our Institute, and the discipline 
of general semantics, as we can take advantage of many 
opportunities for progress and growth.  The IGS, along with the 
International Society for General Semantics that it merged with in 
2003, binds itself in time to a history of great significance, to a 
mission of vital importance, and to a future that desperately needs 
us, that needs what we have to offer.  As time-binders together, we 

have been entrusted to preserve the approach pioneered by Alfred Korzybski, S. I. 
Hayakawa, Wendell Johnson, and so many others, and to move it forward as a dynamic 
and evolving system of thought and action. 
 
Don't Miss the Alfred Korzybski Memorial Lecture—New York in November 

 
This year's Alfred Korzybski Memorial Lecture will be delivered by 
Douglas Rushkoff.  Winner of the Media Ecology Association's first 
Neil Postman award for Career Achievement in Public Intellectual 
Activity, Douglas Rushkoff is an author, teacher, and 
documentarian.  His ten best-selling books on new media and 
popular culture have been translated to over thirty languages. They 
include Cyberia, Media Virus, Coercion, and Screenagers.  Rushkoff 
also wrote the acclaimed novels Ecstasy Club, and Exit Strategy, 
the graphic novel Club Zero-G, and the monthly Vertigo comic book 
Testament.  He has written and hosted two award-winning 
Frontline documentaries, The Merchants of Cool, and The 
Persuaders, and is Advisor to the United Nations Commission on 
World Culture, on the Board of Directors of the Media Ecology 

Association, The Center for Cognitive Liberty and Ethics, and was a founding member of  
Technorealism.  Rushkoff has been awarded Senior Fellowships by the Markle 
Foundation, the Center for Global Communications, and the International University of 
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Japan.  His reputation as a stimulating and dynamic speaker is well earned, and 
Rushkoff's Alfred Korzybski Memorial Lecture, "Playing the Future:  Towards a Creative 
Society," will detail how the interactive nature and playful character of our new media 
have resulted in a new renaissance that offers us the possibility to consciously and 
actively take charge of our future. 
 
A two-day symposium entitled Creating the Future:  Conscious Time-Binding for a Better 
Tomorrow will follow the Alfred Korzybski Memorial Lecture, and the program includes a 
number of notable authors, including Alex Wright of the New York Times, Dick Meyer of 
NPR, biologist Tyler Volk, Tom de Zengotita, David Berreby, media critic Kathleen 
Sweeney, Andrew Postman, Paul Levinson, Null-A Continuum novelist John C. Wright, 
and Alfred Korzybski biographer Bruce Kodish, not to mention the brilliant legal mind of 
Frank Scardilli, and the ever popular IGS Ambassador-At-Large, Milton Dawes.  You will 
not want to miss this one! 
 
The 2008 Alfred Korzybski Memorial Lecture and dinner will be held at the 
Princeton Club in New York City on Friday November 14th, and the Creating the 
Future:  Conscious Time-Binding for a Better Tomorrow will be held at Fordham 
University's Lincoln Center campus on Saturday November 15th and Sunday 
November 16th.  Details concerning the events, prices and reservations for the 
AKML, etc., will be made available by mail and on the IGS website 
<http://www.generalsemantics.org>. 
 
Bill Petkanas Appointed Editor of ETC:  A Review of General Semantics 
 

Bill Petkanas is Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Communication, and Director of the 
Center for Excellence in Learning and Teaching at 
Western Connecticut State University in Danbury, 
Connecticut. His interest in general semantics 
started as an undergraduate when he took a course 
in general semantics, read The Art of Awareness by 
Samuel Bois, and found that it changed his life. His 
interest continued in graduate school where he 
studied with Neil Postman at New York University, 
and received a PhD in Media Ecology. Dr. Petkanas 
teaches a course in general semantics at WCSU 
called Language and Communication where he hopes 

to help others discover the study of symbols and meaning making and the practical 
benefits of understanding how we use language and how language uses us.  His most 
recent publication on general semantics is "Art, Life, and Reality:  General Semantics and 
Definitions" in the September 2001 issue of ETC.  Bill Petkanas takes over as of the 
October 2008 issue of the journal, and will be assisted by Mary Alexander of Marist 
College, who will serve as Associate Editor.  Special thanks go out to Nora Miller for her 
yeoman-like service as editor of ETC for the past four years, and to IGS President Martin 
Levinson for serving as interim editor for the July 2008 issue (which should arrive in 
your mailbox shortly, if it is not already in your hands).  We look forward to many 
scholarly, stimulating, and inventive journal issues under the intellectual leadership of 
Dr. Petkanas.  (Contact Bill Petkanas via e-mail at <petkanasw@wcsu.edu>). 
 
A Special Double-Issue of the General Semantics Bulletin 
 
In case you were wondering what happened to this year's General Semantics Bulletin, we 
have decided to issue a combined 2007-2008 volume this winter, as we have done on 
occasion in the past.  We promise you that it will be worth the wait! 
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IGS and the Media Ecology Association 
 
The Institute of General Semantics now offers members of the Media Ecology Association 
membership in the IGS at half price, and in return, the MEA now offers members of the 
IGS membership in the MEA at half price.  For more information about the MEA, see their 
website, <http://media-ecology.org/>. 

 
As it has in previous 
years, the IGS was a 
cosponsor of the MEA's 
annual convention, held 
at Santa Clara University 
this year on June 19-22.  
The Vice-President of the 
Institute of General 
Semantics, Jacqueline 
Rudig, took charge of the 
IGS exhibit, signing up 

new members and selling books on general semantics (above left, seated at the IGS 
exhibit, and above right with IGS Executive Director Lance Strate).  IGS Trustee and 
Ambassador-At-Large Milton Dawes was one of the featured speakers (and drummers!), 
along with Leonard Shlain, well known to IGS members having delivered last year's Alfred 
Korzybski Memorial Lecture.  Other featured speakers included Fritjof Capra, author of 
The Tao of Physics, The Web of Life, and The Science of Leonardo; noted communication 
scholar Frank Dance of the University of Denver (who also participated in last year's Mind 
and Consciousness Symposium following Leonard Shlain's AKML); and Joshua 
Meyrowitz, author of No Sense of Place (who has also published in ETC on occasion).  IGS 
Executive Director Lance Strate, who has served as President of the MEA since its 
formation in 1998, gave his final President's Address, announcing that he would step 
down from the office but remain on the MEA Board of Directors when his term is 
completed in January. 
 
IGS and the National Communication Association 
 
The Institute will have an exhibit at this year's annual meeting of the National 
Communication Association in San Diego, California, November 21-24.  If you are in 
attendance, please stop by and say hello.  We have also prepared and delivered an 
application for IGS to be granted affiliate status with the NCA, which, if approved, will 
allow us to sponsor program sessions at subsequent annual conventions.  The discipline of 
general semantics is well known within the academic field of communication, covered in 
many of the textbooks in the field, and the NCA, with approximately 8,000 members, is 
the largest scholarly organization in this field.  For more information, see the NCA website 
<http://www.natcom.org>. 
 
IGS and NCTE 
 
We will also have an exhibit at this year's annual meeting of the National Council of 
Teachers of English, November 20-23, in San Antonio, Texas.  Please stop by if you are 
attending or participating in this year's NCTE. 
 
 
Do you have a suggestion about possible Institute participation with other scholarly 
and intellectual societies and/or events?  Let us know!  Contact IGS Executive 
Director Lance Strate by e-mail at strate@fordham.edu, or call the Institute at 
817.922.9950. 
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The Institute Supports Local Seminars and Workshops 
 
Do you have a group of people who are IGS members, or willing to join, and interested in 
learning more about general semantics?  The Institute will support its members by 
providing introductory materials and, if feasible, sending a representative to initiate a 
workshop or seminar. Let us know!  Contact IGS Executive Director Lance Strate by e-
mail at strate@fordham.edu, or call the Institute at 817.922.9950.  We will also help to 
provide materials if you are teaching an adult education class in your community. 
 
The S. I. Hayakawa Prize to be Announced This Fall 
 
The IGS Trustees have approved the institution of the S. I. Hayakawa 
Prize, to be given to an outstanding recently published book dealing 
with topics relating to the discipline of general semantics.  The 
Hayakawa Prize will include a cash award of $1,000, and we plan to 
hold the competition on an annual basis.  The Call for Submissions will 
be formally issued at the AKML on November 14th. Samuel Ichiye 
Hayakawa was the author of the most popular book ever published on 
general semantics, Language in Thought and Action (originally 
Language in Action).  Founder of the International Society for General 
Semantics and the journal ETC, Hayakawa was a professor of English 
who went on to become president of San Francisco State College (now University), and 
United States Senator from California. 
 
Staff Changes at Read House 
 
In April, part-time IGS officer manager Marisa Sleeter returned home to Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, and was replaced by Jennifer Clarke.  Jennifer did an outstanding job for us 
on a short-term basis, but went on to take a position with the state government of Texas in 
Austin this August.  But Jennifer didn't leave us high and dry, as her mother, Judy Clarke, 
was able to take over for her in managing Read House and the Institute's day-to-day 
operations. 
 
Online Improvements 
 
Based on feedback we've received, we've redesigned our website to make it more 
transparent and easier to navigate, as well as more consistent with our identity, while 
maintaining the same features as before.  We have also changed hosting services, opting 
for one that is more reasonably priced than our previous service, and we have decided to 
start using again the URL that more clearly communicates our identity, 
<http://www.generalsemantics.org>.  And for those of you on MySpace, we have also 
returned our MySpace profile, <http://www.myspace.com/generalsemantics> to active 
duty.  Feedback and suggestions about our online presence are of course welcome.  Also 
Steve Keane has informed us that he has started a general semantics Yahoo! group: 
<http://groups.yahoo.com/group/general_semantics>. 
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