
 

OUR TRIP TO UGANDA, OCTOBER 2017 

On 2nd October 2017, Karen Merriman, my daughter, Anne Dixon and myself travelled to Uganda to visit all five 
schools that have been built through the gifts of New Zealanders to SOIF Ministry. 
 

It was a joy to be able to finally meet Geoffrey Auma (our 
East Africa Director) and his family when we first arrived in 
Uganda.  He took very good care of us all during our travels.  
He has three sons and one daughter, an adopted daughter 
and a granddaughter living with him.  He also has an older 
daughter. 
 
What a privilege and joy it was for us to travel to the     

different provinces and visit each school.  We took with us suitcases filled with exercise 
books, a complete scripture program of 10 volumes of Bible Stories from Genesis to Revelation, a full Maths program 
for Primary School Level 1 to Level 8, soccer balls, charts and pictures for the walls and flannel graphs stories for each 
school.  The bags were like a treasure chest of goodies and were received with such thankfulness and joy. 
 
In Kampala we purchased hundreds of pairs of shoes and socks, so that each child at our schools could receive a pair.  
Many of the children had never owned a pair of shoes before and the smiles on their faces was a treat to see. 
 



LAKE GEORGE SCHOOL - PASTOR BENJAMIN 
The first school we went to was at Lake George, the roads leading to this school 
were like dirt ruts, rather than roads.  The children had been waiting for some 
time for us to arrive, so they set out down the road to meet us.  When the car 
was in sight they all began to sing, “Shine, Shine, Shine” and wave their hands in 
the air.  Their faces were alight with joy and happiness at seeing us arrive.  They 
crowded around the vehicle singing loudly! 

Then the Mommas, all with HIV, who mind 
the orphan children in their homes, began to 
sing and dance for us.  It brought tears to my eyes.  We gave each Momma a long 
bar of soap in thankfulness to them for all they were do-
ing for the orphans and it brought tears to their eyes.  A 
bar of soap worth $1 to buy, to them it was like receiving 
a huge gift.  For them to have soap to wash their clothes, 
is a luxury. 
 

Then we had the meeting at the school with all the       
Pastors of the area, the Government leaders and leaders of the 
community.  We met Pastor Benjamin and his lovely wife Victoria 
who had the vision for the school at Lake George.  Such Godly, 
humble people through whom the love of God radiated out.  
There was such a presence of love that pervaded this school and had a wonderful over-
flow to the children who were very happy and joyful.  This school was still being         
completed with metal doors and windows which are being made at the engineering 
shop.  On the second day at Lake George School, Karen and Anne shared the flannel 

graph Bible Stories while I did the inspection of the buildings.  I could see that the guttering needed lots more clips 
because of the heavy rains, so  we need to place the gutter clips at 12” apart. 
 

LADIES CRAFT GROUP 
The next day we visited a HIV women’s group who were making crafts to 
try to help themselves.  We brought some of their handiwork and hope to 
sell some in New Zealand to make money for them to continue to make 
their crafts.   

We gathered in the Church and 
after speeches, the women sang. 
Their faith and their enthusiasm 
and love for God was amazing.  It 
brought tears to our eyes.  The 
amazing depth of their love for 
God and total surrender to Him 
reverberated throughout the mud Church.   I couldn’t help thinking - all of our 
Western ideas about better sound systems, the best musical equipment, 
better buildings did not stack up to the sound that these incredible women 

who had the sentence of death hanging over their lives.  They owned very little of this world’s things, but yet they 
sang with utter abandonment to God whom they love and the sound they made together was ethereal.  I will never 
forget it! 

Then one by one they came bringing gifts to thank us for coming, a few eggs in their hand or a few beans, a cabbage 
from their gardens.  Out of their poverty they gave.  How does one receive such gifts, with humbleness and many 
tears. 
 

Bible School Graduations at Ibanda and Kamwenge 

The following 2 days were spent at two graduation ceremonies 
of 2 of our Bible Schools at Ibanda and Kamwenge. 

At both ceremonies there was lots of dancing and loud singing, 
the students were so happy at getting their certificates for  
passing the year long course.  
 



KASANA SCHOOL—PASTOR JORAM 
Our vehicle developed overheating problems—the weight of all we were 
carrying, the steep hills and sadly no water in the radiator!!  We limped 
into Fort Portal—the car needed a new engine. 

It was soon fixed and the next day we headed for Kasana School, here 
men as well as women were minding the orphans.  The Pastor of this 
school, Joram, was minding four orphans in his own home.  The people 
really loved Pastor Joram and many Pastors from surrounding churches 
honoured him as their friend and helper.  The word that would describe 
this school and its people was “love.” 

The children here looked well and healthy as Pastor Joram 
has large Moringa Trees and the children have Moringa 
each day.  We were able to purchase Morgina seeds from 
him to take to the other schools and also to be given to HIV 
sufferers to grow their own trees. 

 
 

KIRUME SCHOOL - PRAISE LAWBEN 
We visited Kirumu school the next day.  Here the tank was overflowing 
as there was a huge downfall of rain.  The school and toilet block and 
teacher’s house were all well built.  Good gardens here as               
Praise Lawben has been taught organic gardening. 

This school had the most pupils, there was 167, and we were also able 
to help the teachers by giving a gift towards their wages. 

We saw where the orphans were sleeping in the teacher’s residence, 
and meet the lady Bilingi who looks after and cooks for the orphans at 
the school. 
 
The school children enjoyed the flannel graph Bible Stories and         
receiving popcorn and the socks and shoes. 
 

KIBAALE SCHOOL - PASTOR ABEL 
After a long drive the next day, we reached Pastor 
Abel’s school at Kibaale.   

The scholastic level of teaching at this school is very 
high as the Head Teacher has had much training.  
The buildings were great and everything was very   
ordered.   

We discovered that Pastor Abel is caring for 37    
orphans who sleep in the back of his Church on the 
dirt floor.  We have enrolled 20 of these orphans in 
our aid program, but are wanting to take on the  
other 17 into our aid program as well.  It costs $7 a 
month to give a new uniform each year, pay the 
school fees for the child and the exam costs, provide 
exercise books and pencils, medical help and soap.  
Also at this school we are helping with food costs.   

So if there is anyone who would like to take on one 
of the 17 orphans at this school at $7 per month ($84 per year), I would be thrilled to hear back from you. 

While there, we were able to give the money for 8 mattresses for these children.  These have been brought and the 37 
children are sleeping on the mattresses now. 

 

Pastor Joram 
 & his wife 

Pastor Abel’s Church 



HOIMA SCHOOL 
The next day we went to the last Schools at Hoima - the 
Primary and the Vocational School.  We met the joinery 
class, the brickmaking class, the tailoring class and the 
hairdressing class.  Karen had her hair platted by them.  
They are just extending the Vocational School and this 
is giving the building class lots of experience in building. 

The woodwork boys loved the soccer balls we brought 
with us and began to play immediately.  In a very short 
time up went the goal posts and they were having a great time—the Primary School 

Children in their purple and white uniforms looked very pretty and they were so thrilled to get the shoes we brought 
for them. 

We have come home feeling very privileged to be able to go and see the work first hand and see the tremendous good 
work that Geoffrey has been doing for us. 

It is very humbling to see the effect of what we are doing, it is impacting for good so many lives and the people are just 
so thankful and grateful for what we are doing. 

The inspections of all the buildings showed me that all the money for the projects we had sent over to Geoffrey were 
on the ground and built well.  For this I praise God and am thankful for the integrity of Geoffrey in all he has done.  I 
went to check on a school we built when Edward Kisembo was in charge and sadly several things that we had paid for 
were not in place, a tank and a sewing machine, so this confirmed to me that my decision to appoint Geoffrey as leader 
was the right decision.  Edward has been visited by an American preacher who had shared the prosperity doctrine with 
him and Edward chose to follow this teaching and wanted to build a western style church and although Suzanne and I 
both tried to advise him against this, he would not listen.  So we had to stop working with him as we could no longer 
trust him to use money we sent for the purposes it was sent for.  His agenda had become to build a large church. 

Through choosing Geoffrey to be the Director for Uganda and Kenya, it has also meant changes for us in Kenya as 
many of the previous Pastors I was working with did not want to come under Geoffrey’s leadership even though 
Geoffrey meet with them and shared our new vision of having the Bible schools in a more structured way with appoint-
ed, trained teachers who would teach at all of our Bible Schools.  The previous Pastors chose not be a part of the new 
team.  However our Bible Schools in Kenya and Uganda that Geoffrey has established are flourishing  and we have just 
had our graduations of all the Bible Schools in both Kenya and Uganda with a total 1400 students graduating. 

So God’s hand is on the work and is blessing it.  I have seen the visible fruit from the work and am thrilled at what is 
taking place.  Lives are being impacted and truly blessed.  So I want to thank all who have stood with us and helped 
through prayer and finances to support this work. 

I would like to take you all with me so you can see for yourselves the truly amazing impact you are having in people’s 
lives. 

Many blessings, Joy Johnson, NZ Office 

Uganda through Anne's Eyes 
The Beatles sang a song which went something like, All you need is love, love, all you'll ever need 
is love. 
I saw that, every day, love everywhere, the guardians for the orphans, the HIV ladies coming      
together to create a craft group, the way Shaphat cared for the three of us and most of all, Pastor 
Abel, who from his own means, totally cared for 37 orphans who he fed and allowed them to 

sleep on a mat on the dirt floor at the back of his church. 
I have never seen such compassion or Love in Action displayed in such a meaningful way that not only touched the 
lives of the children he cared for, but touched every person who came into contact with him and discovered what he 
was doing. Pastor Abel, may the crown you receive be as brilliant as the sun.  Anne. 


