
Chapter 2: 
Creative Writing skills

In this chapter we will look at some crafting techniques used 
in creative writing. All of these will be important to refine your 
writing technique. However, your energy and creative spirit are 
what will make you a writer. If you enjoy writing, write every day.

Katherine Mansfield, the famous New Zealand writer, described 
her early writing as “Twaddle”, but it was the practice in writing 
that enabled her to become a great writer later on. Be yourself 
and be honest. Take risks, experiment and have fun!

Creative writing – context
Year 10 students will write creatively for a number of reasons. 
You could be asked to write a diary, a journal, a description, a 
narrative, poetry or a song lyric.

The ability to write creatively is a skill to be learnt in class, but 
many students enjoy writing as a way of expressing their ideas 
and feelings about life. Such writing is valid and important.

Anne Frank is a good example of someone whose writings 
gave a shape to her difficult life and allowed her to express her 
frustrations, fears, anger, and hopes for the future.

Anne Frank was a Dutch Jewish girl who hid from the Germans 
during the Second World War. She and her family and friends 
lived in a tiny space for 2 years until they were betrayed to the 
Gestapo. After her death in Auschwitz, her diary was found 
(published under the title The Diary of Anne Frank, and readily 
available). It is a poignant account of her dreams and feelings 
and enables us to understand a world far from our own. Anne 

Learning goal

To understand and use the 
techniques of effective creative 
writing.

Definition

Purpose – the reason for the 
writing.

This chapter will help you to develop skills in creative writing by:
•	 Examining how vocabulary can be used precisely and effectively.
•	 Learning how to use figures of speech to make your writing more interesting.
•	 Learning how to write descriptively by using a range of senses.
•	 Developing an ability to write for a specific purpose and/or audience.
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Frank needed her diary to help her to make sense of her life. All 
students can learn a lesson from Anne Frank – to write as much 
as they can, even if they are the only person who reads their 
own writing.

This chapter is about the skill of shaping and refining writing 
so that you, the writer, can develop the skills to enable you to 
communicate more effectively.

Finding the right word
In his book on writing, Everything I know about writing, John 
Marsden writes about language as a continuum. He illustrates 
this with the following example of a language continuum:

Freezing - cold - cool - tepid - warm - hot - boiling.

Boiling, advises Marsden, is a word at its limits. He goes on to 
advise young writers to use strong words sparingly – less is more.

Learning goal

To recognise and make 
effective word choices.

Task 2A: Practising word choice
The order of words chosen for a language continuum may vary. The important idea, however, is 
to understand that writers should select words for a purpose and understand the strength and 
connotation of the vocabulary used.

Using John Marsden’s example as a model:
1. Write a continuum of your own using 10 words to describe being very sad through to extremely 

happy.

 

 
2. Write a continuum of your own using 10 words to describe very ugly to extremely beautiful.
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Connotation

Task 2B: Understanding connotation
Look at the underlined verbs in the following sentences and 
identify the different connotation each word suggests.
1. The man crept through the bushes.

 
2. The man blundered through the bushes.

 
3. The man tore through the bushes.

 

Task 2C: Choosing specific verbs
For each sentence, suggest a situation that shows that you understand the appropriate connotation 
that would relate to the underlined verbs. An example follows:

The boy plummeted to the sea below.

‘Plummeted’ suggests a situation where the boy dropped down (out of control).
1. The boy dived into the sea below.

 
2. The car skidded to a halt.

 
3. The car shuddered to a halt.

 
4. The race walker strode to the finish line.

 
5. The man staggered to the finish line.

 

Task 2D: Collecting words 
Good writers are ‘word collectors’.

Use a notebook to collect a new and interesting 
word every day. You can do this on your own or 
in class. Try to increase your vocabulary and the 
words you have stored in your personal computer 
– your brain.

Definition

Connotation means the 
associations that a word 
suggests.
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Using detail
Effective writers use detail. 

Effective writers also select the detail according to purpose.

As readers, we need detail to make a scene or a character real 
so that we can create a mind picture. Skilful writers will choose 
the detail to manipulate a reader’s response to what they are 
describing.

Learning goal

To use precise language and 
detail.

Task 2E: Providing detail 
Look carefully at the vocabulary used in the following description of a beach scene. Rewrite the 
description by choosing nouns (naming words), verbs (action words) and adjectives (words that 
describe nouns) to improve this bland writing.

The beach looked beautiful. Birds were flying around and the wind was blowing. People were trying to 
walk. The clouds moved in the wind.
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Using detail to guide a reader’s response
Good writers select detail deliberately for a specific purpose.

Writers can create an atmosphere in their descriptions by 
choosing specific words and details.

In his short story, The Woolsack, writer Alan Bunn started with 
the following sentence:

The house looked as if it would bite.

The word bite suggests pain and violence, so the house is hardly 
seen as welcoming! 

Learning goal

To make deliberate language 
choices for a specific purpose 
or effect.

Task 2F: Choosing detail and vocabulary to establish atmosphere
You are to write a description of a house in two ways – one to show a welcoming, positive 
atmosphere, and the other to show a menacing atmosphere.
1. To help you compose the description, first break down the description into the following three 

aspects. 
 Aspect 1 – The weather (especially the light conditions and the sky).
 Write down two positive (ie welcoming) descriptions relating to weather:

 

 
 Write down two negative (ie menacing) descriptions relating to weather:

 

 
 Aspect 2 – The colours in the scene.
 Write down two positive (ie welcoming) descriptions relating to colours in the scene:

 

 
 Write down two negative (ie menacing) descriptions relating to colours in the scene:

 

 
 Aspect 3 – The garden or surroundings.
 Write down two positive (ie welcoming) descriptions relating to the garden or surroundings:
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 Write down two negative (ie menacing) descriptions relating to the garden or surroundings:

 

 
2. Now you are ready to write two contrasting descriptions. 
 A welcoming house:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 A menacing house:

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Learning how to use language features
The experts
Samuel Taylor Coleridge defined prose as ‘words in their best 
order’, and poetry as ‘the best words in their best order’.

Sometimes, even precise words are not enough to convey a 
strong feeling or the beauty of a scene, or the energy of an 
adventurous narrative.

Additional theory and Tasks on language features can be found 
in Chapter 5 (pages 88–96) and Chapter 7 (pages 122–129).

Learning goal

To understand how language 
features can be used in 
effective writing.
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The following language features can be used to improve or 
enrich your writing style:
•	 Simile.
•	 Metaphor.
•	 Personification.
•	 Language features which convey sound – Assonance, 

Alliteration and Onomatopoeia.

A simile is a comparison using like or as, for example:

The sinking sun looked like a ball of fire.

A metaphor is a direct comparison. It is a simile on steroids!

The sinking sun was a ball of fire.

Personification gives human qualities to inanimate objects.

The fog crept thorough the sleeping town.

Following is an example of personification in a poem by Dianne 
Brand, in which the wind describes its actions as though it is a 
real person. 

...  I pushed a soft cloud from here to there 
I hurried a stream along a pebbled path 
I scooped up a yard of dirt and hurled it in the air …

Consider how you could experiment with this structure of Brand’s 
poem, becoming the voice of fire or heat or snow, describing the 
actions  forces of nature might use.

Task 2G: Identifying language features – metaphor and simile
Identify which of the following sentences contain a metaphor and which use a simile by writing 
either metaphor or simile alongside each sentence.

1. Don’t look at me as if I was an alien species!

2. His abs were a six pack.

3. His neck looked as though it had been carved from granite.

4. The jockey was a whip of energy.

5. Willie Mason is a human headline.
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Task 2H: Language features – metaphor, simile and personification
Identify which of the following lines of poetry uses a metaphor, simile or personification by writing 
the relevant word alongside each sentence.
The lines of poetry come from the great English poet Ted Hughes. He described poetry as ‘the voice 
of spirit and imagination’.

1. Freezing dusk is closing / Like a slow trap of steel 

2. Winds stampeding the fields under the window. 

3. The wind flung a magpie away. 

4. An otter … a round head like an old tomcat. 

5. Rain plastered the land till it was shining like hammered lead. 

Using language features which convey sound
Skilful writers consider the sound as well as the meaning and 
connotation of the words they select.

Assonance uses long vowel sounds for deliberate effect.

Vowels are the soft sounds of the alphabet – a, e, i, o, u. For 
example:

The moon moved slowly across the dark sky.

Alliteration uses repeated consonants for deliberate effect.

Consonants are all the other letters of the alphabet – d, b, g, r, 
etc. For example:

Ahead of us, the rolling road rippled under the red sun’s glare.

Onomatopoeia occurs when the sound of a word reflects the 
sound described, for example:

The wind whistled. The door banged.
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2. Three aspects appreciated: 3. Examples from the text which illustrate each point:

•	 The beautiful, yet 
threatening, setting of 
the island.

•	 The intriguing mix of 
characters.

•	 The tension maintained 
in the plot.

•	 The beach camp with palm trees and shelters; the 
interior of the island where the old plane wreck was 
found.

•	 Jack, a doctor, a former rock star, Charlie and a young 
pregnant woman, Clare.

•	 In episodes 2 and 4, shocking secrets are revealed about 
two characters, Kate and Locke; strange events occur, 
such as a crash survivor who could not walk regaining 
the use of his legs.

Task 1G: Emotive words (page 23)
Your answers may differ from the following list. If so, it would be worthwhile justifying your 
choice(s)! and noting just how troublesome emotive words can be when used without thinking 
carefully about their effect.
1. Scrawny.
2. Flabby.
3. Nerdy.
4. Manic.
5. Useless.

Task 1H: Judgemental words and phrases (page 23)
Examples of appropriate answers follow:
1. Slackers, self-centred, untidy.
2. Lazy, uneducated, ripping off the taxpayer.
3. Boneheads, heavy drinkers, violent.
4. Unconcerned with the rest of New Zealand, materialistic.
5. Always moaning about the weather, unsophisticated.

Chapter 2: Creative writing skills

Task 2A: Practising word choice (page 28)
Possible answers might be:
1. Very sad – Devastated – Distraught – Mournful – Sad – Depressed – Positive – Cheerful 

– Happy – Joyous – Ecstatic – Extremely happy
2. Very ugly – Hideous – Revolting – Disgusting – Ugly – Plain – Attractive – Handsome – Pretty 

– Beautiful – Gorgeous – Extremely beautiful
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Task 2B: Understanding connotation (page 29)
Suggested answers follow:
1. crept suggests he is being secretive.
2. blundered suggests he is being clumsy.
3. tore suggests speed and perhaps panic.

Task 2C: Choosing specific verbs (page 29)
Answers should recognise a situation which conveys appropriate connotation.

1. ‘dived’ suggests deliberate action.
2. ‘skidded’ suggests a lack of control or suggests urgency.
3. ‘shuddered’ suggests the car is moving in an uneven and jerky way as it stops.
4. ‘strode’ suggests control.
5. ‘staggered’ suggests a desperate effort

Task 2E: Providing detail (page 30)
Students should provide detail and connotative words.

Takapuna beach (or another specific name) looked beautiful in the Autumn sunshine. Seagulls 
wheeled and screeched and walkers on the beach were hunched against the buffeting southerly. 
Grey clouds raced across the sky. 

Task 2F: Choosing detail and vocabulary to establish atmosphere (page 31)
Suggested answers follow.

Aspect 1 – The weather (especially the light and the sky).

Positive (ie welcoming) descriptions relating to weather:
the sun shone brightly in a blue sky; a soft warm breeze blew

Negative (ie menacing) descriptions relating to weather:
grey clouds gathered on the horizon; heavy spots of rain dotted the dry ground

Aspect 2 – The colours in the scene.

Positive (ie welcoming) descriptions relating to colours in the scene:
a warm red front door; pink roses around the porch

Negative (ie menacing) descriptions relating to colours in the scene:
faded brown curtains at the windows; rusted red-brown roofing iron hung over the verandah

Aspect 3 – The garden or surroundings.

Positive (ie welcoming) descriptions relating to the garden or surroundings:
yellow daffodils in the garden; a cushioned swing under a shady tree

Negative (ie menacing) descriptions relating to the garden or surroundings:
tangled vines covering an overgrown shrubbery; dead branches blocked a neglected pathway
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A welcoming house:
The sun shone brightly and a soft, warm breeze blew as I approached the old house. The warm red 
front door was surrounded by pink roses. I noticed a cushioned swing under a shady tree, surrounded 
by yellow daffodils.

A menacing house:
Grey clouds gathered on the horizon as heavy spots of rain dotted the dry ground. As I walked across 
the road I could see faded, brownish curtains flapping at the windows of the old house shaded by the 
rusty iron verandah roof. Tangled vines covered an overgrown shrubbery and dead branches blocked a 
neglected pathway.

Task 2G: Identifying language features – metaphor and simile (page 33)
1. Simile.
2. Metaphor.
3. Simile.
4. Metaphor.
5. Metaphor.

Task 2H: Language features – metaphor, simile and personification (page 34)
1. Simile.
2. Personification.
3. Personification.
4. Simile.
5. Metaphor – Rain plastered the land; Simile – shining like hammered lead.

Task 2I: Identifying and using sound features in writing (page 35)
1. a. Repeated use of ‘r’ sound in rifles’ rapid rattle.

b. Repeated use of ‘t’ sound in stuttering, rattle, patter.
2. Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness;
 Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
 Conspiring with him how to load and bless
 With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run

Task 2M: Using body language to define character (page 43)
1. Confidence/arrogance.
2. Happiness.
3. Nervousness/fear.
4. Enthusiasm.
5. Bullying/intimidation.
6. Aggression/anger/frustration.
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