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Unuhia te rito o te harakeke kei whea Remove the heart of the flax bush and where
te kōmako e ko? will the kōmako sing?

Whakatairangatia – rere ki uta, rere ki tai; Proclaim it to the land, proclaim it to the sea;

Ui mai koe ki ahau he aha te mea nui o te ao, Ask me, ‘What is the greatest thing in the world?’

Māku e  atu he tangata, he tangata, he tangata! I will reply, ‘It is people, people, people!’

 CULTURAL BELIEFS
AND VALUES

Activity 1: Defi nitions – Pictogram
In this activity, you will need to use symbols to communicate your ideas creatively.

An example picture has been provided for Tangata whenua on page 2.

Term Defi nition (meaning) Picture
Cut and paste a picture or draw one that will help 
you remember what the word means

Treaty A written agreement 
between two or more 
parties

Mana Power, prestige, respect, 
dignity
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Crown The monarchy and 
representatives

Tangata 
whenua

People of the land 
(Māori)

Iwi Tribe

Colony A country/area taken 
over and run by a more 
powerful country

Sovereignty Supreme authority 
or leadership with 
complete control
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What is a treaty?
Some defi nitions of a treaty follow.
• United Nations:
 ‘A treaty is an international agreement concluded between 

States in written form and governed by international law.’
• Treaty Educators:
 ‘A treaty is a legally binding international instrument agreed 

and signed by two or more sovereign nations. The Treaty 
of Waitangi is thus an agreement which forms a contract or 
covenant between the Crown and Māori hapü through their 
rangatira (chiefs).’

Treaties between countries have been happening for thousands 
of years. The Treaty of Waitangi is (in 2015) 175 years old, but 
other treaties in the world that are over 300 years old are still in 
force today.

Following are accounts of countries and people still affected by 
treaties.

Scotland and England
People living in Scotland are united with England forming the 
United Kingdom – this dates back to a treaty signed in 1707 and 
a subsequent Act of Union that enshrined it into law. Since 
then, Scottish independence was ceded to the English – but 
many Scots want to be free of the United Kingdom and be an 
independent country. The Scottish Nationalist Party believes that 
the union between England and Scotland is no longer needed 
and that the Scottish people should be able to make decisions 
based on what is important for Scotland and its people. Others 
believe union between the two countries is important to keep 
them both fi nancial and economically strong. Scottish people 
were invited to vote in a referendum on independence from 
the United Kingdom on 18 September 2014. The referendum 
question was: “Should Scotland be an independent country?”  
(The answer: 55% said “No”, 45% said “Yes” – Scotland remains 
part of the United Kingdom.)

 TREATIES

Photo of the Treaty of Waitangi

United Kingdom fl ag

English fl ag Scottish fl ag
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Another way the Scots are trying to gain more independence 
is that some rural communities are getting fi nanced by the 
Scottish Government to buy land back from absentee landlords 
(often English) and establish communal projects (such as organic 
farming, reviving salmon or trout rivers’ native woodlands) that 
will make the rural communities profi table and sustainable.

Native American Indian tribes and the 
US Government
There are many treaties signed between Native American Indian 
tribes and the US Government dating back to the 1800s. The 
treaties were designed to get tribes to agree to giving up huge 
areas of land for the white settlers – in return, they would be 
moved onto ‘reserves’, protected from attack and provided with 
health care and education. On the ‘reserves’ they moved onto, they 
would be given the right to self-government and jurisdiction over 
their ‘reserve’ land. These promises were made in honour, and 
were, and still are, legally binding upon the US Government by the 
6th Article of the US Constitution. Some treaty promises Native 
American Indian tribes claimed to have been broken were taken to 
the Supreme Court, which ruled in their favour and compensation 
has had to be paid – for example the Cheyenne vs Oklahoma State. 
An issue has been that Indian reserves do not come under state law 
or local police control. Tribes possess all powers of self-government, 
governing themselves through tribal laws, cultural traditions and 
religious customs through a council of chiefs.

 Activity 1: Research activity – Extension work – extra for experts (GAT)
In this activity, you will need to use the following key competencies: fi nd and interpret information and communicate it creatively using symbols
and text; think critically and refl ect on what you have learned; manage your time, plan and meet your goal. Answers – see RESOURCES

Choose a Treaty to research between:
• Scotland and England – Treaty of Union 1707 between England and Scotland
• one of the Treaties between the United States and Native American Indians.

RESOURCES  has hotlinks to website suggestions to help you; or, fi nd your own.

Research one of the treaties. Present the information you fi nd out creatively using text, symbols and 
visuals. Some ideas for presenting your research are a PowerPoint™ presentation, poster, a Time 
magazine article, a documentary or a booklet – or check with your teacher if you have other ideas.

Use the following planning page to note what websites you use and to make notes for the 
questions asked. The questions and notes will provide the basis for your research presentation.

Treaty of Union

Treaties and acts that gave up 
land to the US

(in the state of Nebraska)

Nebraska

Pawnee 1857

Pawnee 1833

Lakota 1875

Lakota, N Cheyenne 
& Arapaho 1876

Arapaho &
Cheyenne 1861

Omaha
1854

Kansas 1825
Oto 1833

Oto & Missouri 1854
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He waka eke noa

A canoe which we are all in with no exception

Helpful defi nitions / Explanations of terms in the Treaty

respective territories –  refers to the land area (i.e. New 
Zealand land)

governorship – making laws and ruling an area

exclusive – reserved rights for Māori

pre-emption –  to check beforehand that only the Crown can do 
something (i.e. to buy the land)

chieftainship – being the ruler / people in control

proprietors – the owners

privileges – special rights / special benefi ts

English version Māori version – Te Tiriti o Waitangi
Article 1

The Chiefs of the Confederation of 
the United Tribes of New Zealand and 
the separate and independent Chiefs 
who have not become members of 
the Confederation cede to Her Majesty 
the Queen of England absolutely and 
without reservation all the rights and 
powers of Sovereignty which the said 
Confederation or Individual Chiefs 
respectively exercise or possess, or may 
be supposed to exercise or to possess 
over their respective Territories as the 
sole sovereigns thereof.

Ko ngä Rangatira o te wakaminenga me ngä Rangatira 
katoa hoki kïhai i uru ki taua wakaminenga ka tuku 
rawa atu ki te Kuïni o Ingarangi ake tonu atu – te 
Kāwanatanga katoa o ö rätou whenua.

English translation The Chiefs of the Confederation and 
all those chiefs who have not joined in that Confederation 
give up to the Queen of England for ever all the Governorship 
(Kāwanatanga) of their lands.

Main point
Māori to give up complete sovereignty 
to Britain. This meant Māori came under 
complete control of British government 
and laws.

Main point
Māori to give up governorship (Kāwanatanga). 
For Māori, this meant Queen Victoria became the 
sovereign of New Zealand. However, Māori chiefs still 
had control of their tribes.

 THE TREATY OF WAITANGI – 
TE TIRITI O WAITANGI
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Article 2
Her Majesty the Queen of England 
confi rms and guarantees to the 
Chiefs and Tribes of New Zealand 
and to the respective families and 
individuals thereof the full exclusive and 
undisturbed possession of their Lands 
and Estates, Forests, Fisheries and other 
properties which they may collectively 
or individually possess so long as it is 
their wish and desire to retain the same 
in their possession; but the Chiefs of the 
United Tribes and the individual Chiefs 
yield to Her Majesty the exclusive right 
of Pre-emption over such lands as the 
proprietors thereof may be disposed to 
alienate at such prices as may be agreed 
upon between the respective Proprietors 
and persons appointed by Her Majesty 
to treat with them in that behalf.

Ko te Kuïni o Ingarangi ka wakarite ka wakaae ki 
ngä Rangitira ki ngä hapü – ki ngä tängata katoa o 
Niu Tïrani te tino rangatiratanga o ö rätou whenua o 
rätou kainga me o rätou taonga katoa. Otiia ko ngä 
Rangatira o te wakaminenga me ngä Rangatira katoa 
atu ka tuku ki te Kuïni te hokona o ërä wähi whenua e 
pai ai te tangata nöna te Whenua – ki te ritenga o te 
utu e wakaritea ai e rätou ko te kaihoko e meatia nei e 
te Kuïni hei kaihoko möna.

English translation The Queen of England agrees and 
consents to the Chiefs, hapū, and all the people of New 
Zealand the full chieftainship (rangatiratanga) of their lands, 
their villages and all their possessions (taonga: everything 
that is held precious) but the Chiefs give to the Queen the 
purchasing of those pieces of land which the owner is willing 
to sell, subject to the arranging of payment which will be 
agreed to by them and the purchaser who will be appointed 
by the Queen for the purpose of buying for her.

Main points
Māori are guaranteed their “possession 
of their lands, estates, forests, fi sheries 
and other properties”.

British have pre-emptive right to buy 
Māori land that is offered for sale. That 
meant Māori could only sell land to the 
British government.

Main points
Māori have full chieftainship (rangatiratanga) of their 
lands, villages and possessions and everything they 
treasure – language, culture, etc.

If Māori wanted to sell their land, they had to fi rst offer 
it to the British government at an agreed price. If the 
British government did not agree, land could then be 
sold to someone else.

Article 3
In consideration thereof Her Majesty 
the Queen of England extends to the 
Natives of New Zealand Her royal 
protection and imparts to them all the 
Rights and Privileges of British Subjects.

Hei wakaritenga mai hoki tënei mo te wakaaetanga 
ki te Kāwanatanga o te Kuïni – Ka tiakina e te Kuïni 
o Ingarangi ngä tängata Māori katoa o Niu Tïrani ka 
tukua ki a rätou ngä tikanga katoa rite tahi ki äna mea 
ki ngä tangata o Ingarangi.

English translation This is the arrangement for the 
consent to the governorship of the Queen. The Queen will 
protect all the Māori people of New Zealand, and give them all 
the same rights as those of the people of England.

Main point
Māori have the same rights as British 
subjects.

Main point
The British will protect Māori. Māori have the same 
rights as British subjects.
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Build-up to the Northern Wars
Hone Heke was the fi rst Māori Chief to sign the Treaty of Waitangi. 
However, he soon became angry at the way British were controlling 
his lands and how little difference the Treaty had made to trade and 
his accumulation of wealth. He felt he had been tricked and that his 
tribe had been better off before he had signed the Treaty.

 Activity 1: Lead-up to war Answers – see RESOURCES

In this activity, you will need to use the following key competency: explore other people’s values and perspectives and learn about diversity.

Watch the 6-minute excerpt from the fi rst episode of James Belich’s award-winning history of 
Māori vs Päkehä armed confl ict found at http://www.nzonscreen.com/title/the-new-zealand-wars-
the-war-that-britain-lost-episode-one-1998

“My friend, Mr Mayor, it was us who bestowed the land yet you have invited some strange Europeans to occupy [it], and this is not right. If the Europeans will not listen and continue to do wrong, neither will the Māoris take heed. Therefore I will place the transgressors in a very small place indeed. Cease therefore to invite the European indiscriminately, otherwise I shall be very angry, very wrath indeed. Leave me a portion a half of my kainga – do not appropriate the whole.”
From me – Hone Heke

Now answer the following questions.
1. After signing the Treaty of Waitangi, what was the difference in expectations of Māori and Päkehä?

2. Why did Heke get ‘very wrath indeed’? (Use the video clip and quote from the transcribed letter 
to help you give a full answer.)

 CONFLICT
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3. Explain why Hone Heke chose to cut down the fl agpole three times.

4. Who was Kawiti, and what was his role in the confl ict?

5. Governor Fitzroy was determined the fl ag would not be cut down a fourth time. Explain how 
the situation escalated into war.

At Kororāreka (Russell), fi ghting continued after Hone Heke had cut down the fl ag for a 
third time; a stock of ammunition exploded, setting fi re to surrounding buildings. Townspeople 
evacuated to the Hazard. Over £50 000 worth of property was lost. In Auckland, panic set in. Some 
settlers sold their land for whatever price they could obtain, and left the colony as quickly as 
possible. Settlers and offi cials demanded an explanation as to how professional soldiers and sailors 
had allowed Kororāreka to fall. This was the start of the Northern Wars.

Northern Wars
The Northern Wars were the fi rst serious challenge to the Crown in the years following the signing 
of the Treaty of Waitangi. The wars began with the sacking of Kororāreka, then New Zealand’s 
fi fth-largest town. Fighting followed at Puketutu in May. This was followed by the British defeat 
at Ōhaeawai in July; fi ghting ended after the inconclusive battle at Ruapekapeka in January 1846.

 Activity 2: Research – fi nding information and summarising main points
 Answers – see RESOURCES

Go to the website that follows and scroll down to the information on the major battles of the Northern 
Wars. Read over and summarise the information down to fi ve bullet points for each battle in the chart.

nzedge.com/te-ruki-kawiti/
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What really happened to all the Māori land?
1840 The year of the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi

The British Crown formally acknowledged that all land in Aotearoa/
New Zealand (approx. 66 000 000 acres) belonged to the iwi.

1852 Constitution Act
This Act gave voting rights only to adult males who had land or 
property under individual titles.

1852 34 000 000 acres in Māori iwi possession

1858 The King Movement launched

1860 21 400 000 acres in Māori iwi possession

1863  The Government insisted Waikato Māori sell their 
land

Waikato Māori refused to sell because they were prospering 
well on their land. Governor Grey ordered the invasion of the 
Waikato, and so started the Waikato Land Wars.

(The government intended to assist settler interests by helping to 
“open up” land whether or not Māori wanted to sell it, and this 
was therefore a further attack on rangatiratanga.)

1863  The Suppression of Rebellion Act and The Land 
Settlement Act

These Acts led to huge confi scations of land in Waikato, the Bay 
of Plenty and elsewhere as a punishment for a rebellion that 
never took place.

1865 Native Lands Act
Māori were required to provide evidence that they had individual 
title to land. Costs of surveying land for individual title were often 
very, very high and unaffordable to many Māori – they had to get 
land they already owned surveyed and put in individual title – a 
European style of ownership which contradicted the Treaty.

1880 Māori Prisoners Act
This Act enabled the Governor to arrest Māori people and hold 
them in prison or elsewhere without trial. One part of the Act 
says “it is not necessary to try the said natives in order to infl ict 
punishment.”

 IMPACT ON PEOPLE

Treaty of Waitangi: Article 2
“Her Majesty the Queen of 
England … guarantees to 
the chiefs and tribes of New 
Zealand and to the respective 
families and individuals thereof 
the full and exclusive and 
undisturbed possession of their 
Lands, Estates, Forests, Fisheries 
and other properties which they 
may collectively and individually 
possess so long as it is their 
wish to retain …”

The Māori King stressed 
Kïngitanga was not separatist 
and did not reject the Queen’s 
authority. It was rather an 
attempt to unify Māori so they 
might more effectively claim the 
Queen’s protection – the Māori 
King and the British Queen could 
peacefully coexist, with God 
over both. Māori felt they had 
a special relationship with their 
Treaty partner, Queen Victoria.

Changes in Māori land in 
tribal possession (1840–1975)

Land ownership in New Zealand 
changed dramatically after the 
signing of the Treaty of Waitangi, 
moving from land possessed 
communally by iwi to land 
being predominantly owned by 
individuals – most of whom were 
European.
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1881 Parihaka Day
The people of Parihaka in the North Island were arrested on 
what has become known as Parihaka Day, 5 November, 1881. 
A large party of the Parihaka people were sent to be held in a 
cave on the shore of Anderson’s Bay at Port Chalmers. The Māori 
people were all British citizens under the Treaty of Waitangi.

1882 Chiefs protested to the Queen in England

1884 Māori King went to England to protest
Queen Victoria was advised not to receive him.

1891 11 079 486 acres in Māori tribal possession

1892 10 849 486 acres in Māori tribal possession

1893 Native Land Purchase and Acquisition Act
Only the Government could purchase Māori land. The 
Government could purchase the land even if the Māori owners 
did not want to sell. 

1908 Public Works Act
Any land in New Zealand could be taken for public works such as 
railways and roads. Only Päkehä owners of the land taken could 
object and apply for compensation. 

1911 7 137 205 acres in Māori tribal possession

1921 4 787 686 acres in Māori tribal possession

1939 4 028 903 acres in Māori tribal possession

1945 Raglan golf course
When Māori soldiers came home from fi ghting for New Zealand 
in World War II, they found their marae had been taken by the 
Government to build an aerodrome for defence purposes. The 
aerodrome was not built and instead of giving the land back to 
the iwi, the land was given to the Raglan Golf Club so it could 
build a new golf course.

1975 3 000 000 acres in Māori tribal possession

1975 Waitangi Tribunal set up
The government created the Waitangi Tribunal in 1975 to hear 
Māori claims of breaches of the Treaty of Waitangi by successive 
New Zealand governments. The Tribunal was told not to make 
recommendations on wrongdoings before 1975.

1985  Waitangi Tribunal instructed to make 
recommendations on claims going back to 1840

The entrance to the Anderson’s 
Bay cave was covered by an 
iron grill, and although the 
Māori people of the area gave 
as much assistance as they 
could, many of the captives, 
men, women and children 
alike, died of exposure.

The Government paid only 
5 shillings an acre – rather 
than the real value of the day. 
The land was sold to new 
settlers from England.

No notice had to be given to 
Māori land owners if their land 
was taken. Not until 1974 did 
notice have to be given to 
Māori land owners.



© ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd, Freephone 0800-372 266, ISBN 978-1-927297-33-9© E© ESASA bPubPublliclicatiationsons ((N(N )Z)Z) dLtdLtd FFreeree hphophonene 0800800 30 37272 266266 IISBNSBN 97978 18 1 92927297297 37 33 93 9

Activity 1: Thinking activity – challenging perceptions
In this activity, you will need to use the following key competencies: think critically and refl ect on what you’ve learned; explore people’s values and 
perspectives and learn about cultural diversity; participate and contribute to discussions.

1. Watch “Are You My Tribe, Ngä Puhi Part 1” with Mikey Havoc (DJ, television presenter) from 
http://youtu.be/5SBLfesfHUk

a. Think about the following statements. Discuss them in pairs – you must be able to justify 
your opinion.

The 
Treaty of 

Waitangi allowed 
Päkehä to live in 
New Zealand!

The 
National Māori 

Flag (Māori name tino 
rangatiratanga) should fl y on 
Auckland’s Harbour Bridge 

on Waitangi Day!

The 
Declaration 

of Independence 1835 
guaranteed Māori sovereignty 

of New Zealand.
Māori 
should 

have separate 
laws!

b. Having discussed the statements, choose one and explain both sides of the argument.

 CHALLENGING PERSPECTIVES 
– FUTURE FOCUS
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2. Watch “Are You My Tribe Tühoe Part 1” with Mikey Havoc from http://youtu.be/86StUrGeujE

 Think about and then discuss the following questions raised in the YouTube clip.
(1) Do you think all students in New Zealand should learn their mihi and Māori protocol at 

school?
(2) What do you think of the students learning all things Māori at school in the Tühoe region?
(3) Mr Black explains that other countries learn two or three languages and suggests that we 

should all learn English and Māori. What do you think of that suggestion?
(4) What do you think of the statement Mikey makes that while he was watching the welcome 

from the schoolchildren he thought to himself, “One in four of you will go to jail you young 
boys”? Do you think that was an offensive thing to say?

 Choose two of the preceding questions and fully explain your view.
 Response to Question ( )


