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Section One Listening, Reading, and Viewing

AOI: Makes meaning of increasingly complex texts by 
identifying main and subsidiary ideas in them.

2. Where did Marty go for breakfast?

 A. Under the table.   B. Under a chair.   C. The sink.

3. Where was the cat when Marty heard it scratching?

 A. On a chair.   B. Outside the hall door.          C. Outside the back door.

4. When did the cat pounce?

 A. When Marty dived under the cupboard. 

 B. When Marty dived under the mat.   C. The cat didn’t pounce.

 Exercise 6: Listening and thinking

Reader: Read the story about Ice Bird aloud.

Student: Listen, cover the report and answer the questions that follow.

Ice Bird

The voyage of the yacht Ice Bird was one of 
the most daring sea adventures of all time. 
David Lewis wanted to sail alone to Antarctica 
because no one had ever done it before and 
he wanted to test himself. So, he set off 
from Australia in 1972 in his small yacht, the 
Ice Bird. He sailed across the Pacific and the 
Southern Ocean for more than fourteen weeks 
through mountainous seas and freezing gales.

The tiny Ice Bird was twice capsised by huge waves. The mast was 
snapped clean off and Lewis had to make a repair stop at Palmer Base 
in Antarctica. From there, Lewis set sail for South Africa for another ten 
weeks at sea, travelling past icebergs. The Ice Bird was flipped a third 
time by storm waves. Lewis reached the tip of South Africa at last, after 
thousands of kilometres alone at sea.

1. Who had sailed a yacht alone to Antarctica before Lewis?

 

2. Why did Lewis do it? 
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Reading

Reading a narrative

A narrative tells a story. Stories are told to entertain, to inform or to explain 
things to people. They can be spoken, filmed or written. Long before books were 
invented, people enjoyed telling and listening to stories. There are many kinds of 
narrative including folktales, myths, thrillers, science fiction and romance.

Parts of a narrative

A narrative is put together by a writer using:

• Characters	 ➜	 The people and animals in the story.

• Setting	 ➜	 Where and when the action takes place.

• Plot	 ➜	 	The outline of main events including what kind of problems 
the characters have.

Characters

Narrative characters are the people or animals in a story. During the story the 
reader discovers what the characters look like and what kind of people they 
are. The words they speak (dialogue) help the reader to understand what the 
character is like.

 Exercise 8: Introducing a character

Read this part of a classic New Zealand story which introduces an important 
character. Answer the questions that follow.

From: A Canoe in the Mist  by Elsie Locke

A tall, strong-faced Maori woman came in.
‘Here’s Guide Sophia,’ said Lillian.
‘Is that her?’ exclaimed Mattie. ‘She was in the poi dance 
yesterday swinging four pois at once. Doesn’t she
look picturesque!’
      Sophia was wearing a blue skirt over a red flannel petticoat 
coming just below her knees, like the girls’ own dresses; a greenstone tiki, and
a short cloak of flax fibre with taniko borders. Her hat, woven from rushes, was
turned up on one side to show its pink satin lining, and beneath it her glossy
hair hung free. She had only a little tattooing round her lips and chin, and her 
voice was soft and pleasant...

AOI: Makes and supports inferences from texts with 
increasing independence.
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Reading

Descriptive language

Descriptive language helps a reader visualise the story in their imagination.

To describe what is happening in a story, you can use words that give information 
about:
•	 What is seen, heard, smelled, or felt.
•	 Details such as colour, movement, shapes.
•	 Names and places.

 Exercise 11: Understanding descriptive language

Read this description of a volcano erupting.

From: The Sleeper Wakes  by David Hill

The whole vast dome cracked wide as if a gigantic 
hammer had smashed upwards beneath it. 
A colossal belch of black smoke and gas ripped out 
of Mt Taranaki’s north-west side. Corey glimpsed 
specks arcing ahead of it, white trails scratching 
the sky as they sped. Lava bombs. Flying boulders 
– the size of houses, some of them. 
...Corey saw half the summit go crashing down into 
the explosion. Then the rushing, billowing black cloud covered everything. Noise 
thundered around them. The ground shook again as a bellowing and smashing 
filled the world, like great iron sheets being pounded together.

  

1. List the words that describe the action and movement of the explosion.

 

2. What phrase is used to describe the way the dome of the volcano cracked open? 

 

3. What things are compared to a belch, houses, and sheets of iron? 

 

4. List the words that describe sound. 

 

5. Which sentence or phrase in the extract best helps you to picture the scene? 
Write it here.

 

AOI: Identifies … written … language features 
used in texts and recognises their effects. 
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Section One Listening, Reading, and Viewing

Viewing

Visual language

Visual language is about understanding what we see. Visual language is a form 
of communication. Viewing skills will help develop an understanding of visual texts 
such as films, illustrations, printed material and cartoons. Creating visual language 
is also a good way to learn about it.

Visual features of any text can be broken up into different parts. The diagram below 
looks at some of those parts. Visual features combine with graphics, which is the 
art work used to give the reader messages.

Visual features

Proportion

Things in an image are
compared to each other. For
example, big words in a
comic usually mean those
words are shouted.
Big lettering in a poster
stands out more than small
lettering.

Depth

Things can be made to look
two dimensional or three
dimensional by the way they
are drawn or placed.

Colour

Use of colour suggests
different meanings.
For example, green is
for growth.

Shape

Different shapes suggest
different things. Look at the
shapes used in logos,
symbols and pictures.

Composition

Composition is how things
are placed on the page. How
much space is left around
pictures and lettering? Do
things look balanced? 
What does the designer
want us to notice first?

AOI: Identifies a range of text forms and recognises 
some of their characteristics and conventions.
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Section One Listening, Reading, and Viewing

 Exercise 23: Shape and living things

Nature has many shapes and sizes. Which animals or plants remind you of these 
shapes? Draw one inside each shape like the cat example.

   

 

   

 Exercise 24: More shapes from nature

1. Describe some shapes you see in nature. Here are some shape words you  
could use:

 

diamond

ho
rse-shoe

kidney-shaped

wedge

curl

arch

heart-shaped

fan-shaped

pear-shaped

cone
bullet-shapedbell-sh

a ped

be
ll-

sh
ap

ed

bell-shaped

 

 
The arch of cloud.   

   

   

   

Cat

AOI: Uses an increasing vocabulary to make meaning.
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Section One Listening, Reading, and Viewing

Static images

Static images are visual images which do not move. Things like posters, 
photographs, comic strips, cartoons, magazines and newspaper advertisements 
are all static images. 

 Exercise 29: Visual features in static images

Look at the two posters below and compare the difference in visual features used.
  Poster A Poster B

 A  B

a. Make a list of features which didn’t work so well in poster A and features which 
worked well in poster B. Check the diagram on page 24 so you are using the 
correct terminology (words ) for visual features.

  Poster A Poster B

  

  

  

  

  

AOI: Evaluates the … usefulness of texts with 
increasing confidence.
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Section One Listening, Reading, and Viewing

Picture-book illustrations

Picture-book illustrators use visual language to tell the story in the same way as a 
writer uses words when writing a story. They use lines, colours, and shapes that 
suit the characters and action in the story.
•  Lines create a picture by showing movement, expressions, and shapes. 

Different lines can make a character stand out. 
•  Sharp, jagged lines can show anger, danger, or strength. Rounded lines can 

show love and growth.

 Exercise 40: Counting the Stars

Gavin Bishop wrote and illustrated a book called  
Counting the Stars. Gavin drew a character to 
represent Tumatauenga, the Maori god of war.    

1. Examine the lines in Gavin Bishop’s picture of the god of war. What kind of 
character do you think this is?

 

 Describe the kind of lines: 

 Why do you think Bishop has used these lines? 

 

 Circle the sentence that best describe this illustration: 

  Real life.     or      Like a cartoon.      or      Like symbols.

2. On your own piece of paper, create an angry character using sharp, heavy lines.

3. Gavin Bishop also illustrated Taming the Sun and Riding the Waves. His way (or 
style) of illustration can be easily recognised if you look at his other books. Try 
to identify the things that make his artwork special. Consider his use of lines, 
colours, frames, backgrounds, and characters.

AOI: Knows that authors have different … styles and 
can identify some of these differences.
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Speaking

Adding description

Descriptions can give you helpful information about how places look, or how 
people behave.

For example: Cindy splashed in the pool.

 This sentence has very little description. Ask yourself these questions:
   Who is Cindy? What does she look like? What kind of pool is it? What 

actions was she doing?

 Cindy, the broken doll with the melted hair, was tossed
into the paddling pool and sank to the bottom.

 Exercise 8: Giving descriptions

A busy airport or city are exciting, interesting places filled with all sorts of different 
people. Picture the following people and their surroundings and describe them to a 
friend or family member.
• A security guard at an airport.
• An old woman at the airport.
• A teenager hanging around the city streets.
• An old man shopping.
• A child in a city fast-food restaurant.

 Exercise 9 : Expanding sentences

The sentence It was raining.  does not have any description. 

There can be many different kinds of rain, which can affect people in many ways.

For example: 

Add description to these sentences to help a listener imagine the character, place or 
action. Say your descriptions aloud. 

1. The pig squealed. 2. The sun shone.

3. The car crashed. 4. The team did a haka.

5. I ate pizza. 6. The fire-fighters put out the fire.

The rain was heavy and the wind drove in different directions. Walking 
was difficult and I became soaked to the skin. Our shoes sloshed in the 
puddles and splashed black mud up my legs.

AOI: Forms and expresses ideas and information with 
increased clarity, drawing on a range of sources.
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Speaking

Appropriate language

Appropriate language is when you are talking in a way which is suitable for the 
place and the people to whom you are speaking. Do you speak in the same way to 
everyone? Do you use different language when you are speaking to your parents’ 
friends from the language you use when you are speaking to your own friends?

 Exercise 12: Using appropriate language

1. Fill in the empty speech bubble  2. Fill in the empty speech bubble with
with a different greeting.   a different way of asking someone to 

leave.

  

3. 

a. A friend asks you over to play at
his/her house after school but
you’ve got a guitar lesson.

b. You are saying goodbye to your
teacher, Mr Owens, after school.

c. Elderly Mrs Chase is trying to
cross the road.

i. Not today thank you, I’m busy.
ii. Nah. Can’t be bothered.
iii. Sorry, I’ve got guitar today.

i. See yah.
ii. Good afternoon Mr Owens.
iii. It has been a pleasure to know you.

i. I’m about to cross the road,
may I help you?

ii. Come on, I’ll race you!
iii. Want a hand?

Words to use when: Circle the most appropriate 

AOI: Constructs texts that show a growing awareness of purpose 
and audience through careful choice of content [and] language.

Hello.

Pleased
to meet

you!

Kia
ora. Would

you mind
leaving?

Scram.
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Section Two Speaking, Writing, and Presenting

 Exercise 13: Asking for information

Asking for information is not always an easy thing to do. You need to be clear in your 
speech and clear about what you wish to know.

Write down how you would ask for:

1. The cost of a letter to Australia.

  

  

2. The correct guitar chords (for a song you like) that your friend knows. 

  

  

3. Your teacher; you are at the staffroom door, she is in a staff meeting.

  

  

4. The right lunch; you have been given the wrong one from the school canteen.

  

  

AOI: Conveys and sustains personal voice 
where appropriate.
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Answers
If no answer is given for an Exercise, it is because answers will vary.

Section One Listening, Reading, and Viewing

Exercise 2: Following instructions (page 2)
A mouse is a mammal     

Amouse

is a mammal

Exercise 3: Mapping (page 2) and Exercise 4: Follow the mouse (page 3)

Sink 

Hot  water 
cupboar d 

F ridge 

B ack 
door 

D oor way 

Stov e 

Po rc h 
Laundry 

P antry 

Hallway

4

3

7 8

5

1
6

2
Dad’s 
chair 

Sonny’s  
chair 

Exercise 5: How well did you listen? (page 3) 
1. B    2.   B    3.   C    4.   A 

Exercise 6: Listening and thinking (page 4)

1. Nobody. 2. To be first / to test himself.
3. To be flipped over upside down. 4. About 24 weeks.
5. Started in Australia, finished in South Africa.
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Answers

Exercise 8: Introducing a character (page 7)
1. A memorable face, maybe a person who is confident.
2. Picturesque means like a picture – usually attractive.
3. Flannel, flax, rushes, greenstone, satin.
4. Language ( picturesque), style and materials of clothing, tattooing 
5. Answers will vary, but probably confident, expressive, strong.

Exercise 9: Understanding dialogue (page 9)
1. grumbled, snapped.
2. Grumpy – doesn’t think much of kids these days.
3. He only eats meat, and he’s a jewelled gecko.
4. Impatient tone in his voice.
5. Grandad – because he’s talking about the strawberry he’s just picked up.

Exercise 10: Understanding a setting (page 10)
1. White cloth covering a body.
2. The night.
3. Vampires or corpses.
4. Horrific/fearful atmosphere.
5. evil, dead, deep, black, rattling, ancient, swarm, scream. 

Exercise 11: Understanding descriptive language (page 11)
1. cracked, smashed, arcing, scratching, Flying, crashing, rushing, billowing
2. a gigantic hammer had smashed upwards
3. belch – smoke, houses – boulders, sheets of iron – noise
4. thundered, bellowing, smashing
5. Answers will vary.

Exercise 14: Looking closely at a climax (page 14)
1. A bad or evil character.
2. A giant slug is trying to kill her.
3. She was forced to hop around.
4. flopped, wrapping, sank, kick, twist, shooting, hop.
5. Answers will vary.

Exercise 15: Thinking about a story (page 15)
1.  They’ve been In New Zealand for a year. They come from Tokelau, where Aunty 

Meletiana lives.
2. The mat might ‘talk’ to Peleni in some way.
3. He feels no one understands him. Maybe he’s homesick.
4. and 5. Answers will vary.
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