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Social Studies in the The New Zealand Curriculum Level Two

The New Zealand Curriculum Social Studies consists of Achievement Objectives at each Level.

Achievement Objectives for Social Studies at Levels One to Five integrate concepts from one or more 
of four conceptual strands – Identity, Culture, and Organisation; Place and Environment; Continuity 
and Change; The Economic World.

The Achievement Objectives from Level Two of The New Zealand Curriculum, Social Sciences follow.

The New Zealand Curriculum Social Studies Level Two

Students will gain knowledge, skills and experience to:

•  Understand that people have social, cultural, and 
economic roles, rights, and responsibilities.

Unit 1 pages 1–16.

•  Understand how people make choices to meet their 
needs and wants.

Unit 6 pages 72–86.

•  Understand how cultural practices refl ect and express 
people’s customs, traditions, and values.

Unit 3 pages 28–43.

• Understand how time and change affect people’s lives. Unit 5 pages 58–71.

•  Understand how places infl uence people and people 
infl uence places.

Unit 4 pages 44–53, 56.

•  Understand how people make signifi cant contributions 
to New Zealand’s society.

Unit 4 pages 54, 55, 57.

•  Understand how the status of Maori as tangata whenua 
is signifi cant for communities in New Zealand.

Unit 2 pages 17–27.

© Crown Copyright

Footers

At the bottom of each page of Year 3 Start Right Social Studies there is a footer which contains a 
Learning Intention/Objective (LI/O) that helps to further explain the skills being learned from the 
Achievement Objective.

 

The New Zealand Curriculum Key Competencies

The New Zealand Curriculum states that there are fi ve competencies that are the keys to all learning: 
Thinking; Using Language, Symbols, and Texts; Managing Self; Relating to Others; Participating and 
Contributing. 

This book aims to encourage and develop these capabilities.
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Unit 1 Our emergency services

What should you do in an emergency?
There are times when help is needed urgently.

Here are some examples
• Someone is badly injured, or is being hurt, or is in real danger.
• Someone is about to be hurt or property is about to be destroyed.
• There is a fi re.
• A crime is happening or has just happened.
• You have seen something that is dangerous and that could hurt people (for 

example, powerlines that have come down, trees that have fallen across a road, 
a bush fi re, etc).

In situations like this, you need to call:

111
111 is the New Zealand special emergency number.

When you call this number, you will be put through to an operator who will help to 
put you in touch with the service that can help you (that is, the Ambulance Service, 
the Fire Service or the Police).

LI/O: Student looks at background information 
regarding the roles of our emergency services.
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Which emergency service should you ask for?
Although people in all the emergency services are highly trained to deal with 
different circumstances, sometimes one service has skills or equipment that are 
better suited to deal with a particular situation. The emergency services operator will 
help you to decide which service is needed if you are unsure.

Read the examples below.

If you think the situation that is described would be best handled by the  Police, 
colour the box BLUE. If you think it would be best handled by the  Ambulance 
Service, colour the box YELLOW. If you think the situation needs the  Fire Service, 
colour the box RED.

The kitchen has caught fi re after 
someone left a frying pan on the stove.

A cyclist has 
hit a car.

Someone is smashing a 
window and climbing into 
a house that is not theirs. 

A car has 
crashed into 
a tree and the 
driver is not 
moving.

Someone has just pushed an 
old lady over, has grabbed her 
handbag and is running away.

Someone has 
lit a campfi re 
in the bush 
and it has got 
out of control.

LI/O: Student decides which emergency service
best suits a particular situation.
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Unit 1 Our emergency services

The Police

Who works for your local 
Police Service?

How long does it take to become a 
police offi cer?

Where are your local police 
located?

Why would you want to become a 
police offi cer?

Why do we need a police force? 
Why is it an important service?

Does the police force deal only 
with emergencies, or does it do 
other work as well?

What do you think would be the 
best part of the job?

LI/O: Student fi nds out more about the 
role of a specifi c emergency service.
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Unit 2 The Maori people of New Zealand

The whare hui (meeting house)
The  whare hui or meeting house is the central part of a marae. It is built with great 
respect and care and traditional skill as it symbolises and represents the body of a 
 tupuna (ancestor).

When you enter the meeting house, you are being embraced by the  maihi 
(outstretched arms) of that ancestor. Some of the parts of the meeting house are 
explained below. Label each part of the meeting house as you read through the 
explanations.

 tekoteko – this is a representation of the ancestor whom the whare is named after. 
It is a traditional carving that can be found at the top of the whare. 

 koruru – this is a representation of a direct descendant of the ancestor the whare is 
named after. It is the carving found under the tekoteko.

maihi and  raparapa – these represent the arms and the fi ngers of the ancestor. 
The maihi are found stretching out from the sides of the tekoteko. The raparapa are 
found at the very end of the maihi.

 amo – these represent the sides of the ancestor. They reach down from the sides of 
the maihi.

LI/O: Students explore the different parts of a meeting 
house (whare nui) and their signifi cance.
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Unit 3 Chinese New Year

The calendar traditionally used in China is a lunar one; that is, it is based on the 
movements of the Moon. Nowadays, the Western calendar (also called the 
Gregorian calendar) is used for daily activities in most of Asia, but traditional holidays 
are still celebrated according to the Chinese calendar, which has been in use for 
at least 3 500 years – and perhaps even longer.  Chinese New Year is the most 
important celebration in the Chinese calendar. It is also the longest, as it lasts for 
15 days.

Chinese New Year starts with the New Moon on the fi rst day of the new year (which 
starts in either January or February in the Western calendar) and ends when the 
Moon is full, 15 days later. 

On the 15th day of the Chinese New Year, the Lantern Festival is held. This vibrant 
and colourful spectacle is celebrated at night with beautiful displays of lanterns. 
Children also carry lanterns in a stunning parade.

LI/O: Student thinks about the Chinese calendar.
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Unit 3 Chinese New Year

Wordsearch

Find the words listed below in the wordsearch grid.

 Fireworks   Lantern   Red   Poems   Lucky money   Feast   Art  

 Temple   Dragon   Dance   Fire   Light   Fun   Celebrate  
The words all have to do with Chinese New Year celebrations, and they can be found 
going across or down the grid. 

Colour each word a different colour to make your wordsearch bright and colourful 
– just like the traditional celebrations of Chinese New Year!

F I R E W O R K S L

E D E L E M M A A U

A A D A P O E M S C

S N J N A F U N A K

T C C T K M U L R Y

H E O E F I R E T M

L L A R L I G H T O

N D R N D R A G O N

F A B X T E M P L E

C E L E B R A T E Y

LI/O: Student completes wordsearch using vocabulary 
pertaining to Chinese New Year.
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Unit 3 Chinese New Year

Make a little dragon
You can make your very own dragon and then make it dance for your family and 
friends!

You will need:

• An egg carton
• Satay skewers or small sticks
• Brightly coloured material
• Paints
• Brightly coloured paper
• Glue
• Scissors
• Needle and thread
• Long paper streamers

What to do:

Cut up the egg carton so that you 
have 6 (or 12) separate pockets. 
Ask an adult for help.

Paint the egg pockets using brightly coloured 
paint, or cover them with the bits of material, 
using glue to attach the material to the egg 
carton pockets.

When the paint (or glue) is dry, ask an 
adult to help you sew the egg pockets 
together loosely with the needle and 
thread so that they can move around 
fairly freely. 

LI/O: Students makes his or her own Chinese dragon.
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Unit 4 Sir Edmund Hillary

Sir Edmund Hillary was born in Auckland on 20 July 1919.

He was most famous for being the fi rst, with climbing partner Tenzing Norgay, to 
climb to the summit of  Mount Everest, the highest mountain in the world. He was 
33 years old at the time.

After achieving this amazing feat, he became world famous. He went on to climb 
other mountains and to take part in expeditions to both the North Pole and the South 
Pole. He was also the fi rst man in the world to have stood at both poles and on the 
summit of Mount Everest.

Sir Edmund died on 11 January 2008. He was 88 years old.

LI/O: Student learns basic facts
about Sir Edmund Hillary.
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Unit 5 Television

What was different before television was invented?
How did people get their news and 
entertainment before television was 
invented?

Mind-map all the ways you can think of 
below. Add arrows as you need them. 
An example has been done for you. 

You might like to ask your family and 
friends if they have any ideas about 
what people did before there was TV.

In what ways did people get 
their news and entertainment 

before television?

Listened to the radio

LI/O: Student completes a mind map about how people received 
their news and entertainment before the invention of television.
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Unit 6 Banking in New Zealand

We have many  banks in New Zealand. 

Banks are where we keep our money so that we can pay bills and save up for special 
things. Banks also lend money so that people can buy big things like houses, cars 
and boats, or can go on holidays.

However, people did not always use banks and money. A long time ago before 
money was used, people used to trade goods that they had made, or animals or 
crops that they had raised in exchange for other things that they wanted.

LI/O: Student thinks about
banking and earlier systems of barter.

SAMPLE 

PAGES



85

© ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd, 
Customer freephone: 0800-372 266

Unit 6 Banking in New Zealand

Design your own bank note
What type of person deserves to be drawn on a new banknote?

If you were designing a new note, which New Zealand native animals or plants 
would you choose for your design?

Task

Design a new banknote – for a $3.00 note.

First of all, have a careful look at some of our real banknotes. 

Your banknote must have all of the following things.
• A watermark.
• Words.
• The note’s denomination (in this case, $3).
• Pictures of people, birds, plants.
• Maori ornamentation (tukutuku patterns).
• Numbering.
• Colours. 

You can cut out a picture of a famous person and glue it onto your banknote, or the 
picture of an animal, bird or plant that you like very much.

Think carefully about the colours and patterns to use.

Then show your family and friends your design for a new banknote. Ask them about 
the design they would have chosen for a new note.

LI/O: Student designs a new ‘$3.00’ 
banknote.
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waiata Songs / hymns

koha A gift or offering

kai Food

Maori culture all around us (page 19)
Answers will vary. Some possible answers could be:

Greetings, language, carvings, souvenirs, bone carvings, songs, TV programmes / channels, dances, 
action songs.

The organisation of a marae (page 22)

Part of a marae What it is used for, and rules that apply to the area
whare hui/nui 
(meeting house)

Do not: smoke, wear shoes, eat, drink, run around, walk over 
people’s legs, walk in front of someone who is speaking, sit on 
pillows. Act respectfully at all times.

marae atea 
(sacred space in front of the 
meeting house)

Do not: smoke, play sports or games or walk across the area; walk 
around the sides. Act respectfully at all times.

whare kai 
(dining room)

Never sit on the tables. Eat nicely and never throw your food. 
Always pass food in front of people, never over people’s heads.

whare moe 
(sleeping house)

Do not throw blankets over people. Walk around people, never 
climb over people’s legs, never sit on pillows where people will lay 
their heads.

urupa 
(graveyard) – may be nearby 
rather than on-site

Urupa are tapu or sacred. Usually, when people have been working 
in a urupa (eg gravedigging) they wash their hands or even wash 
their whole body. No eating, drinking or smoking are allowed – 
nothing is allowed in the mouth.

The whare hui (meeting house) (page 23)
tekoteko

koruru

maihi

raparapa
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Spend or save? (page 76)
1. Answers will vary; some possible answers could be:

Spending money
Positive Negative

You get something to enjoy in exchange for the 
money.

You might not have enough money later if you need 
it to buy something else.

You have something new to play with or 
wear.

The thing you bought might not be as good 
as you thought it would be.

You have made someone happy by buying 
him or her a gift.

You might have spent the time you took to do 
the shopping on something more enjoyable, 
like playing with your friends.

2. Answers will vary; some possible answers could be:

Saving money
Positive Negative

You earn interest if you put your money in the 
bank, and end up with more money to spend.

You have to wait before getting what you want.

Saving for something teaches you the value 
of money.

You cannot spend everything you earn.

If you save up for something, you value it 
more once you get it.

Saving teaches you good habits about how to 
use money.

Unjumble the banking terms (page 77)
1. Before we can start saving we have to open a bank account.
2. All the money in our account earns interest.
3. Until we have a chance to go to the bank, we can save our money in a money box.
4. Your local bank has a name like a part of a tree, it is called a branch.

What do we need to do when we want to buy something? (page 78)
Step 1 Do jobs to earn some money.
Step 2 Bank your money until you decide what you really want to spend it on.
Step 3 Check with Mum and Dad if it is OK to buy the thing that you want.
Step 4 Go to the bank to withdraw the money that you will need.
Step 5 Go to the shop to buy what you want.
Step 6 Pay the money to the shopkeeper.
Step 7 Take your new purchase home.

Paying for things (page 80)
Ways you can pay for something include:
Internet banking, Personal loan, EFTPOS, Cash, Credit card, Bank loan, Cheque, Trade, Barter, etc.
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