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The Examiners’ Report is available on the web site:

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/awards/new-zealand-scholarship/scholarship-subjects/
scholarship-geography/

The theme for the 2014 examination was published in the Assessment Specifications: ‘The examination 
questions and Resource Booklet will focus on urbanisation, urban settlements, and urban growth.’

Students were expected to have studied urbanisation in preparation for the exam to ensure they had prior 
knowledge of the theme of urbanisation, as the following statement and (this author’s) bolded words show: 
‘Some resource materials (e.g. maps, text, photographs, models, graphs, tables and cartoons) related to 
this theme will be provided, to assist candidates within this geographic context.’

Students who brought prior knowledge and used it to illustrate their ideas and who had a good conceptual 
understanding of urban geography were able to tackle the Scholarship questions.

Each question was worth 8 marks.

The Resource Booklet for 2014 begins on page 35.
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Question One

Critically analyse how the role and/or functions of cities have changed over time.

Your answer must include:

•	 specific information from the resource booklet

•	 knowledge and ideas you have gained from your studies in Geography

•	 relevant original and/or adapted visuals, such as maps, graphs, and diagrams.

Before you begin, make sure you understand what the question is asking you to do. The key command is 
‘Critically analyse’. This command means that you are not expected to just describe how the role (what 
part cities play regionally, nationally or globally) or function (dominant activities such as administrative, 
manufacturing, trade) of cities has changed over time, as shown in the resources and from your own 
knowledge, but to look for patterns and trends. To ‘analyse’ means to break down into parts, looking 
carefully at the topic. Critical analysis must be used throughout the answer and not just tacked on at the 
end.

There can be a number of responses to this question; for example, a discussion of how the role and/or 
functions of cities have changed significantly over time, or perhaps have not changed at all.

Also note that you are expected to include information from other sources and not just information from 
the resources. This is to show your wider knowledge of the topic. The references need not be detailed. The 
best way is to give an example from your knowledge as well as the one taken from the resources.

Ans.	p.	23
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1Begin your answer for Question	One here.

Note: The exam had 5 pages for the answer. Use your own paper if necessary.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Schol Geo 2015 BookNZ.indb   3 16/09/15   12:12 pm



 ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd  –  ISBN 978-0-908315-32-1 –  Copying or scanning from ESA workbooks is limited to 3% under the NZ Copyright Act.

4  Scholarship Geography

C
h

ap
ter	1

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Schol Geo 2015 BookNZ.indb   4 16/09/15   12:12 pm



 ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd  –  ISBN 978-0-908315-32-1 –  Copying or scanning from ESA workbooks is limited to 3% under the NZ Copyright Act.

  Examination 2014  5

Question Two

In its 2008 report, the United Nations Population Fund stresses that:

‘Urbanisation – the increase in the urban share of total population – is inevitable, but it can also be 
positive. Yet no country in the industrial age has ever achieved significant economic growth without 
urbanisation.’

The United Nations Population Fund (2008).

Discuss, with reference to a range of different perspectives, the idea that cities come at a price. You may 
consider this on a global scale, or from a national, regional, or single-city perspective. Your answer must 
include:

•	 specific information from the resource booklet

•	 knowledge and ideas you have gained from your studies in Geography

•	 relevant original and/or adapted visuals, such as maps, graphs and diagrams.

Read the question carefully to ensure you know what it implies. By the use of ‘but’ the leading statement 
implies that urbanisation is negative but may have some positive benefits. The statement goes on to 
indicate that countries must have urbanisation in order to achieve economic growth.

You are asked to discuss the idea that cities come at a price. So consider what are the benefits and what are 
the negatives of urbanisation. ‘Discuss’ means to look at the idea that cities come at a price from a number 
of different perspectives: economic, social and environmental, looking at the positive and the negative 
impacts and reaching a justified conclusion as to whether the benefits of cities outweigh their negative 
aspects.

Ans.	p.	24
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Chapter 1: Examination 2014
Question One

You are expected to include information from other sources as 
well as from the resources. This is to show your wider knowledge 
of the topic. The reference need not be detailed. The best way is 
to give an example from your own knowledge in addition to the 
one taken from the resources. The resources give the following 
examples of cities having a particular function. You could add 
other examples or more information as shown in the third and 
fourth columns of the table.

Function Resource 
example

Other 
example

Other 
information

Administrative London Wellington

Commerce New York London Early trade 
developed 
based on spices, 
wool, silk, and 
sugar but has 
diversified into a 
wide variety of 
commodities.

Tourism Queenstown Aspen, 
Colorado

Centre for skiing.

Religious Vatican 
(Rome)

Inca settlement 
with capital 
Cuzco based 
on religious 
sacrifices.

Trade Hamburg, 
Bruges, 
Amsterdam

Auckland

Manufacturing London, 
Manchester

Shanghai

City states Area of 
Mesopotamia

Ur City states 
developed 
around a 
temple; the city 
controlled the 
surrounding 
fertile farming 
land. Based on 
a monarchy 
such as that of 
Nebuchadnezzar, 
Mesopotamia.

Advanced 
services

New York 
(finance) 
Tokyo

New York Stock 
exchange, home 
to 17 of top 100 
multinational 
companies.

p. 1

Answers and explanations

Original or adapted visuals that could be drawn using 
information from the resources

The star diagram is taken from text on page 36.

Roles of 
ancient cities

Centre for trade 
and distribution of 

agricultural products

Protection for 
citizens (e.g. walled 

cities of Jericho)

Religious site of 
temples (e.g. Cuzco, 

Peru)

Political – centre of 
political power – 

monarchies

The timeline is taken from text on page 36. It is not to scale.

Timeline to show changing functions of cities over the ages

5 000–6 000 years 
ago

City States developed in Middle East 
(Mesopotamia), Africa (Egypt) and Asia 
(China) based on power, religion and 
social status

Medieval times Walled cities for protection of citizens 
(Dubrovnik) or trade (Venice, glass)

Industrial Revolution 
19th century

Rise of large-scale manufacturing 
(Manchester based on cotton trade) 

Today Multi-functional role, some with emphasis 
on knowledge economy and technology 
(Bangalore, India)

While it can be argued that some functions of cities have stayed 
the same, because there are examples of cities that have these 
same functions today, there is a counter-argument that the role 
and/or functions of cities have changed over time.

Selection of arguments for the position that the role and/or 
function of cities has changed over time

•	 All	cities	are	no	longer	administrative	centres	for	the	
surrounding rural areas (p. 36): this function is taken up 
by the administrative capital, e.g. Washington, DC; Pretoria, 
South Africa; collection of taxes in New Zealand by IRD, 
which is based mainly in Wellington.

•	 Functions	have	changed	according	to	the	changes	in	the	
advantages	provided	by	location.	For	example,	cities	near	the	
western ports of the United Kingdom which were once strong 
in the function of manufacturing (such as Manchester, with 
the processing of cotton cloth and production of clothes), 
have lost the locational advantages of receiving raw materials 
such as tobacco, sugar and cacao brought from the Americas 
to the western ports (bringing associated economic growth 
and prosperity) and the manufacturing industry has moved to 
other cities that offer locational advantages such as cheaper 
wages, e.g. Shanghai, China; Saigon, Vietnam.

•	 City	functions	have	become	more	complex	as	cities	have	
become multi-functional, as can be seen in such global cities 

Schol Geo 2015 BookNZ.indb   23 16/09/15   12:12 pm



Scholarship 2014 
Geography

Contents

Introduction ...........................................................................................................................................36

Urbanisation ...........................................................................................................................................38

Changing Cities ......................................................................................................................................40

Urban Issues ...........................................................................................................................................44

Making Cities More Sustainable .........................................................................................................51

Resources

Schol Geo 2015 BookNZ.indb   35 16/09/15   12:12 pm



 ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd  –  ISBN 978-0-908315-32-1 –  Copying or scanning from ESA workbooks is limited to 3% under the NZ Copyright Act.

36  Scholarship Geography

R
esources

Introduction

The United Nations view of the changing role and functions of urban areas/cities

The world’s population is increasingly urban. In 2008, for the first time in human history, over 50% of us 
lived in urban areas. Urbanisation is driven by development.

Urban centres take different forms; some are small towns, others such as London, New York, and Tokyo 
are influential “world” or “global” cities, and others are very large centres of population, such as Mexico 
City, but are not globally influential.

The functions and roles performed by an urban area depend on its place in this hierarchy. Cities such as 
London perform an administrative function. New York is known for commerce. Smaller centres such as 
Queenstown for tourism.

The place of any given urban centre in the hierarchy changes through time, as do the functions and roles 
of the urban centres in it. Economic and technological change produce urban change. However, a key 
reason that urban areas exist is for people to work towards realising their ambitions. They are places for 
people where there is work, housing, and services, but also culture, education, and technological 
development.

The Scottish geographer John Rennie Short 
suggests that the first cities developed in 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, and China about  
5 000–6 000 years ago, as control centres 
of a hierarchical social system. They were 
places where surplus agricultural products 
were stored and traded, where temples and 
palaces were built, and where people with 
social status and power lived.

In medieval times, cities were relatively small 
and often walled to provide protection  
for their citizens, as shown in Figure 1.  
In Europe at this time, the key role of many 
cities was trade. Hamburg (Germany),  
Bruges (Belgium), Amsterdam (Holland),  
and Venice (Italy) were important centres 
of trade in commodities such as wool, silk, 
spices, and sugar.

The Industrial Revolution in Europe and associated economic change resulted in changes in the roles of 
urban centres. As factory-based production increased, villages and towns became more urban and less 
rural in their functions. In 1750, London’s population was about 675 000, and by 1801, it was probably 
the largest city in the world, with a population of 1 million. Manchester’s population grew from 17 000 
in 1760 to 180 000 in 1830. Until this period of rapid urban growth in Europe, Asia was as important 
economically, if not more so, than Europe.

Figure 1: Dubrovnik, Croatia  
(an example of a walled city)
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Many cities today are no longer manufacturing centres. They have become centres of advanced services 
and no longer concentrate on the production of tangible goods. Buildings that were once factories have 
been transformed and are used for technology companies. Techno-parks are features of cities such as 
Trivandrum and Bangalore in India. As manufacturing can be moved to cheaper locations, the knowledge 
economy and services have become increasingly concentrated into a few cities. Businesses locate where 
the information they need is located.

While the actual functions of urban areas may change, there is an increasing demand for them to 
play a greater role in the development of their national economies. The United Nations (UN) Human 
Settlements Programme sees urban areas, and cities in particular, as key drivers of national economic 
development, which in turn will help to reduce poverty. Slums and the urbanisation of poverty are a 
result of weak urban economies. At the same time, the UN wishes to see a new type of city develop 
where the focus is no longer totally on economic outcomes.

UN-Habitat

UN-Habitat advocates for a new type of city – the city of the 21st century – that is, a ‘good’  
people-centred city, one that is capable of integrating the tangible and more intangible aspects of 
prosperity, in the process shedding the inefficient, unsustainable forms and functionalities of the city of 
the previous century.

… there is a need to reconsider the existing model of urban development, introducing major changes 
in the form and function of the city – an approach that reshapes urban space through appropriate 
planning and design, creating a city at a human scale where diversity, connectivity and physical 
integration are all interwoven, and prosperity is shared.
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Urbanisation

“Urbanisation is an inevitable force of development. Cities are more productive than rural areas. They 
provide efficient infrastructure, services, communications and skilled labour forces. They can acheive 
the economies of scale, agglomeration, and urbanisation. Cities are the driving forces of national 
economic development.”

UN-Habitat (2011).

Centralising (centripetal)

Decentralising (centrifugal)Process: 
time sequence
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Agglomeration
Growth is triggered by some 
non-agricultural function(s). 
Population growth comes from 
in-migration of people from rural 
areas attracted by better-paid 
jobs and a better quality of life, 
and from natural increase. The 
original function attracts other 
activities. More people are drawn 
in, generating new areas of 
housing. There is a wide range 
of living conditions, from slums 
and shanties to spacious villas. 
Spatial sorting of social groups 
becomes evident. The range of 
urban services expands.

Suburbansation
Transport developments – such as 
rail, tram, bus and car – allow for 
a loosening of urban development. 
People move from the congested 
core to housing on greenfield sites 
at the margins of the built-up area. 
Factories, shops, schools, and other 
services soon follow. The suburbs 
are also occupied by continuing 
waves of in-migrants and new 
businesses. Lower housing densities, 
amenity land and open spaces 
create a much more ‘open’ built 
environment.

Urban core Suburbs Rural space with network 
of towns and villages

Counterurbanisation
A reaction to life in large cities sets in. 
People begin to move out. Most opt 
for living in what become dormitory 
settlements and commute to work. 
Others move both home and job to 
more distant towns. Some decentralise 
to rural areas. Teleworking allows 
people to work in the most remote 
locations. Governments may encourage 
the process by creating new towns 
and designating key settlements for 
expansion.

Reurbanisation
This is most often kick-started 
by planners worried about the 
demise of central and inner-city 
areas. Working in partnership 
with developers, the aim is to 
regenerate neglected and worn-
out areas. This is achieved by 
renewing housing, improving 
services, generating employment 
opportunities, finding new uses 
for old buildings and creating a 
much more attractive and safer 
built environment. Flagship 
schemes are favoured in an 
attempt to re-image large urban 
tracts.

Suburban intensification
Rising densities are brought about 
by sky-high land prices, physical and 
legal constraints on the addition of 
more suburbs, and policies favouring 
brownfield development. Open spaces 
are encroached on, vacant building 
lots developed and large detached 
dwellings replaced by flats and 
maisonettes. Non-residential land use 
increases with the construction of 
business and retail parks, colleges
and hospitals. Local service centres 
and high streets are upgraded.Urban future?

1

2

3

4

5

Figure 2: The processes of urbanisation and their spatial impact
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Figure 3: Number of years for urban populations  
(regions or countries) to increase from 10% to 50%
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