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Human rights can also be called ‘human freedoms’. It is a term 
which relates to the freedom that people have to live their lives 
the way they choose, with dignity and a decent standard 
of living, and without discrimination, oppression, or 
persecution.

 INTRODUCTION
TO HUMAN RIGHTS

 Activity 1: What are human rights? Answers – see RESOURCES

Use a dictionary to fi nd the defi nitions for the preceding bolded words, and write the defi nitions 
in the spaces provided.

Key terms – human rights

freedom:

dignity:

standard of living:

discrimination:

oppression:

persecution:
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2. •  Write down fi ve rights or freedoms that you think you have.
 •  As well as rights, people have responsibilities. 

For example, while we may have freedom of speech, 
meaning that we can voice our opinions, we also 
have the responsibility not to speak in a way which 
threatens other people’s rights to safety and freedom 
from discrimination. We also have the responsibility 
to ensure that we do not prevent other people from 
exercising their own freedom of speech, even if we 
disagree with what they believe.

  For each of the rights you write down, come up with a responsibility connected to it.

Rights or freedoms Responsibilities
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
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Globalisation
Many human rights activists blame globalisation for the 
increase in corporate abuses of human rights. Many corporations 
have shifted their industrial and manufacturing bases to 
countries where human rights are not as strongly protected as 
they are in Western countries (Western Europe, North America, 
Australia and New Zealand). This enables corporations to cut 
their production costs and to increase profi ts. However, such 
practices lead to unemployment in wealthier nations, while 
workers in poorer countries can be exploited and mistreated if 
their rights are limited or ignored.

 GLOBALISATION AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS

 Activity 1: Advantages and disadvantages of globalisation Answers – see RESOURCES

1. Find out what globalisation is and how it works, then list three advantages and three 
disadvantages of globalisation in the table that follows.

Advantages of globalisation Disadvantages of globalisation
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 Right (6):

d. Some people would say that New Zealand governments do not always respect all of the 
rights on the Articles list, such as Articles 14, 23, and 26. Choose two of these rights and 
discuss whether you think these people are right or wrong.

 Article  :

 Article  :

3. Use a dictionary to look up the different meanings of the word free. Which meaning do you 
think the authors of the UDHR intended for Article 26? Explain your answer with reference to 
the overall intentions of the Declaration.
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ii. How many seats did the Nazis and their two main support parties control after the 
March 1933 election?

iii. The Nazis believed that the Communist Party was their main enemy and political rival. 
Do the electoral results support this belief? Explain your answer.

iv. A ‘trend’ is a pattern. In a graph, a trend would normally be an increase or a decrease in 
the data. Write down one obvious trend you can see in the graph you have drawn, and 
explain what it might mean.

What was the Holocaust?
The Holocaust occurred primarily during the Second World 
War (1939–1945). It was an attempt by the Nazis, who 
ruled Germany and much of Occupied Europe, to completely 
exterminate the Jewish race; the Nazis in charge of the Holocaust 
referred to it as ‘The Final Solution to the Jewish problem’. Most 
historians agree that at least 6.5 million Jews died as a result of 
the Nazi-run genocide.

‘Six Stages of Destruction (The Holocaust)’ 
(identifi ed by Hilberg)
Stage 1:  Defi nition – laws are passed to defi ne who exactly is a Jew.

Stage 2:  Expropriation – property such as houses, businesses, 
and other assets are confi scated from Jews by the state. 
Jews were forced out of their professions or forced 
to take on non-Jewish partners in business. Jewish 
businesses were boycotted.

Stage 3:  Concentration – Jews are resettled into specifi c areas, 
where their population can be condensed, concentrated, 
or controlled. Others were allowed to leave the country.

Hungarian Jews being sent to 
the gas chamber at Auschwitz 
(Poland) concentration camp, 
May/June 1944

The Holocaust did not just 
happen all of a sudden. There 
were a number of steps which 
took place before the death 
camps at Auschwitz, Treblinka, 
Sobibor and other places could 
be built. In the 1960s, a man 
named Raul Hilberg identifi ed 
the ‘Six Stages of Destruction 
(The Holocaust)’ in his book The 
Destruction of the European Jews 
(1961).
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Stage 4:  Elimination – the murder of individual or small numbers 
of Jews, often by dedicated ‘mobile killing units’ such as 
the Einsatzgruppen.

Stage 5:  Deportation – the removal of Jews from ghettos and 
transportation to death camps.

Stage 6:  Extermination – the death camps, where most Jews 
died within 24 hours of their arrival.

 Activity 2: How did the Holocaust happen? Answers – see RESOURCES

1. If we are to avoid anything like the Holocaust from happening again, how do you think it could 
be useful for us to know what Hilberg’s ‘Six Stages’ are?

2. On the following table are some of the key events or pieces of legislation that led to the 
establishment of the Holocaust. For each key event or piece of legislation, identify which of 
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms (see pages 7–8) is being threatened or broken (some may 
breach more than one Freedom), and to which of Hilberg’s ‘Six Stages’ the event or law belongs.

Event / Legislation Freedom 
breached

Hilberg’s 
‘Stage’

Many Jewish lawyers, judges and teachers were fi red almost as soon as 
Hitler came to power. (An exception was made for veterans of WWI, but it 
was revoked in 1937.)

In early 1933, Jews were prohibited from owning or editing newspapers.

From 1933, schools began to be built specifi cally (and exclusively) for 
Jewish children.

The Law for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service of 7 April 1933 
forced most Jews holding civil service jobs to retire.

In April 1933, all Jewish professors were expelled from German universities.

At a mass public burning 10 May 1933, libraries and personal collections 
were raided of books written by Jews; the books were subsequently thrown 
onto large bonfi res.

A quota system was established to limit Jewish entries into universities in 
the summer of 1933.

Jews were prohibited from joining the army by June 1933.

By the summer of 1933, all Jewish artists and writers were prohibited from 
their professions.

Nazi ‘storm troopers’ (the SA) stationed themselves outside Jewish 
businesses to encourage people not to shop there. 

Note: The 6 stages were not 
always consecutive (i.e. not 
always one after the other). 
Several stages could occur at 
the same time.
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How old was Anne at the time this decision was made?

Why did Anne Frank and her family go into hiding in 1942? Where did they hide?

For how many months did the Frank family remain in hiding?

When were the Franks discovered? What information is there about how they were discovered?

What happened to Anne Frank and her family?

Your Question (1):

Answer:

Your Question (2):

Answer:

How reliable is the information that you have gathered about Anne Frank and her family? What 
are some possible limitations of the sources which you have used?
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3. 

Massachusetts, MA
Rhode Island, RI
Connecticut, CT

Alabama
AL

Arizona
AZ

Arkansas
AR

California
CA

Colorado
CO

Delaware, DE

Florida
FL

Georgia
GA

Idaho
ID

Illinois
IL

Indiana
IN

Iowa
IA

Kansas
KS

Kentucky
KY

Louisiana
LA

Maine
ME

Maryland, MD

Michigan
MI

Minnesota
MN

Mississippi
MS

Missouri
MO

Montana
MT

Nebraska
NENevada

NV

New Jersey, NJ

New Mexico
NM

North Carolina
NC

North Dakota
ND

South Dakota
SD

South Carolina
SC

Wyoming
WY Ohio

OH

Washington
WA

Utah
UT

Texas
TX

Oregon
OR

Oklahoma
OK

Wisconsin
WI

Tennessee
TN

Pennsylvania
PA

New York
NY

West Virginia
WV Virginia

VA

Vermont, VT
New Hampshire, NH

District of Columbia

Segregation forbidden

No segregation legislation

Segregation optional or limited

Segregation required by law

Educational segregation in the USA (1954)

In 1954, Alaska and Hawaii were not States of the USA.

Proportion of African-Americans in general population of USA, by state, 1950
Proportion > 5% 5.1–15% 15.1–30% <30%

Segregation forbidden or 
not legislated

CA, CO, CT, ID, IN, IA, ME, 
MA, MT, NE, NV, NH, NY, ND, 
RI, SD, UT, VT, WA, WI 

IL, MI, MN, NJ, 
OH, OR, PA

Segregation of education 
optional or required

AZ, KS, NM, WY DE, KY, MO, 
OK, TX, WV

AR, FL, MD, NC, 
TN, VA, District 
of Colombia

AL, GA, 
LA, MS, 
SC

 Use the information from the preceding table to suggest a connection between segregation of 
schools and the proportion of African-Americans in each state.

4. Is it fair to say that ‘In the 1950s, the USA was racist’, given the information in the preceding 
table in 3. and the other evidence presented? Explain your answer.
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The Treaty of Waitangi (English translation of Māori version)

Victoria, The Queen of England, in her concern to protect the chiefs and subtribes of New Zealand and in 
her desire to preserve their chieftainship and their lands to them and to maintain peace and good order 
considers it just to appoint an administrator one who will negotiate with the people of New Zealand to 
the end that their chiefs will agree to the Queen’s Government being established over all parts of this 
land and (adjoining) islands and also because there are many of her subjects already living on this land 
and others yet to come.

So the Queen desires to establish a government so that no evil will come to Māori and European living in 
a state of lawlessness.

So the Queen has appointed me, William Hobson, a captain in the Royal Navy to be Governor for all parts 
of New Zealand (both those) shortly to be received by the Queen and (those) to be received hereafter and 
presents to the chiefs of the Confederation chiefs of the subtribes of New Zealand and other chiefs these 
laws set out here.

The First

The chiefs of the Confederation and all the chiefs who have not joined that Confederation give absolutely 
to the Queen of England for ever the complete government [or governorship] over their land.

The Second
The Queen of England agrees to protect the Chiefs, the subtribes and all the people of New Zealand in 
the unqualifi ed exercise of their chieftainship over their lands, villages and all their treasures. But on the 
other hand the Chiefs of the Confederation and all the chiefs will sell land to the Queen at a price agreed 
to by the person owning it and by the person buying it (the latter being) appointed by the Queen as her 
purchase agent.

The Third
For this agreed arrangement therefore concerning the Government of the Queen, the queen of England 
will protect all the ordinary people of New Zealand and will give them the same rights and duties of 
citizenship as the people of England.

(signed) William Hobson

Consul and Lieutenant-Governor

So we, the Chiefs of the Confederation and the subtribes of New Zealand meeting here at Waitangi 
having seen the shape of these words which we accept and agree to record our names and marks thus.

Was done at Waitangi on the sixth of February in the year of our Lord 1840.

The Chiefs of the Confederation

On 6 February 1840, the Treaty of Waitangi was fi rst signed in the Bay of Islands. Eventually, 
well over 500 Māori chiefs signed the agreement with the British Crown, offering Britain the 
powers of governorship (kawanatanga) or the right to look after the country, in exchange for 
guarantees that Māori would be able to keep whatever lands they did not wish to sell.

Unfortunately, the British believed that Māori had signed away their sovereignty (rangatiratanga), 
or ‘supreme power and authority’, in the Treaty. As a result, British control over the North Island 
was proclaimed on 21 May 1840, over Stewart Island on 5 June of the same year, and over the 
South Island 12 days after that. (In November 2014, the Waitangi Tribunal stated that ‘Māori had 
not given up their sovereinty in the Treaty’.)
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After the Treaty
In 1852, the New Zealand Constitution Act was passed. This 
created the fi rst New Zealand Parliament and explained who 
had the right to vote (the ‘franchise’). As was done in Britain 
at this time, the franchise was limited to adult men who 
owned a certain amount of property. However, because Māori 

 Activity 2: Māori and the Treaty Answers – see RESOURCES

1. Read the Treaty of Waitangi and compare the English with the Māori version (you will need to 
use the English translation of the Māori version if you cannot understand Māori). What are the 
major differences (look in Articles One and Two).

 Main difference in Article One:

 Main difference in Article Two:

2. Use a dictionary to explain the difference between government, governorship and sovereignty.

3. Many modern commentators on the Treaty of Waitangi say that it is clear that Henry Williams, 
who translated the Treaty into Māori, knew the difference between the terms kawanatanga (which 
he used in Article One), and rangatiratanga (which he used in Article Two). Such commentators 
also suggest that if Williams had used the word ‘rangatiratanga’ in Article One, as he should 
have, very few Māori would have signed the Treaty. What do you think? Explain your answer.
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4. Different perspectives about Australia’s refugee ‘solution’

 ‘Australians have had enough of seeing people drowning in the waters to our north. Our 
country has had enough of people smugglers exploiting asylum seekers and seeing them drown 
on the high seas … From now on, any asylum seeker who arrives in Australia by boat will have 
no chance of being settled in Australia as refugees.’

Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister of Australia, July 2013

‘It is absolutely immoral for Australia, a rich country, to refuse to do the right thing and instead 
try and dump the problem and to dump thousands of vulnerable people into an impoverished 
country … [This is] a day of shame for the nation.’

Christine Milne, Australian Green Party leader, July 2013

‘Mark this day in history as the day Australia decided to turn its back on the world’s most 
vulnerable people, closed the door and threw away the key.’

Graeme McGregor, spokesperson for Amnesty International Australia, July 2013

‘This is Labor’s fifth go at getting it right, and while this certainly is a very promising 
development in offshore processing, it is about processing boat people, it is not about stopping 
the boats. That in the end is what we have to have.’

Tony Abbott, Leader of the Opposition, July 2013

July 2013 saw the introduction of tighter immigration laws in Australia. In the 12-month 
period between April 2012 and April 2013, Australia accepted over 20 000 refugees; from 
April 2013 to April 2014, Australia intended to accept another 13 750 refugees.

a. According to Rudd, what is the main concern that Australians have about the asylum 
seekers?

b. Which two of the above perspectives are the most similar to each other? Explain.

c. What evidence is there that Australia had not ‘closed the door and threw away the key’ in 
terms of allowing sanctuary to refugees in 2013?
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After World War Two, the Nuremburg Trials 
were conducted in Germany. Although some of the 
men chiefl y responsible for the Holocaust – Adolf 
Hitler, Heinrich Himmler and Josef Goebbels – had 
committed suicide, another 23 men were put on trial 
for their role in war crimes, crimes against humanity, 
crimes against peace, or conspiracy to wage wars of 
aggression (i.e. a war fought without the justifi cation 
of self-defence).

One of the men, Martin Bormann (Hitler’s private 
secretary), escaped arrest and was never found, but 
he was tried in absentia (in his absence). Another, 
Robert Ley (head of the German Labour Front) committed suicide 
shortly after the trial began. All but four of the defendants 
were found guilty; 13 were sentenced to death, although one 
– Hermann Goering – committed suicide in his cell the night 
before his execution. Three others were sentenced to life in 
prison, while the rest had sentences ranging from 10–20 years’ 
imprisonment. While two of the men who received life sentences 
died in the 1960s, Rudolf Hess only died in 1987 – he was still 
in prison. Other trials were held specifi cally for Nazi doctors 
from the concentration camps (seven were sentenced to death), 
and Nazi judges, among others; in all, the Allied Occupiers of 
Germany conducted thirteen trials of Nazis between 1946 and 
1948, and 161 of the 208 defendants were found guilty. Thirty-
seven were sentenced to death, although 11 had their sentences 
commuted to life imprisonment, along with 23 others who were 
also sentenced to life behind bars.

Other countries also tried Nazis for various crimes, and the Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre still maintains a ‘Most Wanted List’ for Nazi 
fugitives. The youngest on the 2013 list would be 91 years old in 
2015.

 CASE STUDY: PUNISHING THOSE 
WHO BREACH HUMAN RIGHTS

Defendants at the Nuremburg 
Trial, 1945–6

Front row, from left – Goering 
(death), Hess (life), von 
Ribbentrop (death), Keitel 
(death): second row, from left 
– Donitz (10 years), Raeder 
(life), von Schirach (20 years), 
Sauckel (death).

Nuremberg Judges
A Volchkov, USSR (left);
I Nikitchenko, USSR (centre); 
and N Birkett, Britain (right).


