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Introduction

Assessment for Achievement Standard 91436 (History 3.3) is based on historical sources which will contain 
evidence of an historical event of significance to New Zealanders. The sources provided will be ‘generic’ – 
no previous content knowledge will be expected. The sources could look at an historical event occurring 
within New Zealand, or at an international historical event involving or influencing New Zealanders. 
Examples of sources that could be used are:

•	 documents

•	 pictures

•	 graphs

•	 maps

•	 articles

•	 cartoons

•	 text books

•	 statistics

•	 speeches.

Analysing evidence
Analysing evidence for AS 91436 requires you to use historians’ skills practised and developed in class to 
interpret evidence to show your understanding of historical concepts. These historians’ skills involve:

•	 close reading of evidence

•	 comprehension of evidence

•	 extracting meaning.

Examples of historical concepts are:

•	 perspectives

•	 past and present (refers to the relationship between events in the past and the present day)

•	 reliability and usefulness

•	 bias or propaganda

•	 continuity and change

•	 intent and motivation

•	 cause and effect

•	 specific and generalised

•	 influence and significance

•	 contingency.

HISTORY

3.3
Externally assessed 4 credits

Achievement Standard 91436
Analyse evidence relating to an 
historical event of significance to  
New Zealanders
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Assessment criteria

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence

Analyse evidence relating to an 
historical event of significance 
to New Zealanders.

Analyse, in depth, evidence 
relating to an historical event of 
significance to New Zealanders.

Comprehensively analyse evidence 
relating to an historical event of 
significance to New Zealanders.

Achievement
•	 To ‘analyse evidence’ you must use historians’ skills to interpret the evidence to demonstrate 

understanding of historical concepts.

•	 Demonstrating understanding involves assessing the evidence in the sources relevant to the question 
asked, in order to explain historical concepts.

Merit
•	 To ‘analyse, in depth, evidence’ you must use historians’ skills to interpret the evidence to demonstrate a 

thorough understanding of historical concepts.

•	 Demonstrating thorough understanding involves evaluating the evidence in the sources relevant to the 
question asked, in order to explain in detail historical concepts.

Excellence
•	 To ‘comprehensively analyse evidence’ you must use historians’ skills 

to interpret the evidence to demonstrate understanding of historical 
concepts, showing insight.

•	 Demonstrating insight includes ‘reading between the lines’ to draw 
conclusions that go beyond the immediately obvious and which 
demonstrate a high degree of engagement with the evidence.

The AS 91436 (History 3.3) examination
The examination paper for AS 91436 consists of a question and answer booklet and a resource booklet 
inserted into the centre of the question and answer booklet. You will need to detach the resource booklet 
from the question and answer booklet.

There may be six or seven different sources, both primary and secondary, to analyse in the resource booklet. 
There may also be an introduction providing an overview of the event. The number of questions set will be 
about four.

Write paragraphs in answer to the questions in the spaces provided. These spaces generally indicate how 
much to write. Your paragraphs will, in effect, each form a short essay in answer to each question.

Answer all parts of all questions and look at all of the sources you are asked to analyse. If you don’t do this, 
you run the risk of ‘Not Achieved’ for AS 91436 (History 3.3).

In each answer, be sure to provide appropriate and relevant evidence from the sources specified to support 
your generalisations.

In the NZQA exemplar 
for Achievement Standard 
91436, the word discernment 
is used as a synonym, or word 
meaning the same, for insight.

 ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd, Freephone 0800-372 266

2 History 3.3

3.3

L3 Hist AME 2014.indb   2 3/07/14   12:18 pm



Checklist for analysis of the sources

Read the introduction, if provided, for an overview of the event 
being examined.

Read the first question to find out what you are asked to do.

Next, read or look at the source or sources carefully, looking for 
evidence that answers the question. Underline or highlight this 

evidence.

Next, answer in your own words, but also quote or refer to 
specific evidence from the source to support your answer. 

Referring to the sources is very important – failure to do so may 
limit your grade to ‘Achieved’ or ‘Not Achieved’.

Finally, double-check that you have answered the question 
correctly and fully.

Repeat this process for each question, in turn, by returning  
to the second step in the checklist.

Time allocated for AS 91436 exam
The time allocated to writing your paragraph answers to the AS 91436 exam will depend on how many 
Level 3 History externally assessed Achievement Standards you are sitting, e.g.:

•	 if you are sitting two Level 3 History externally assessed Achievement Standards, you would spend up  
to 90 minutes planning and writing your paragraph answers

•	 if you are sitting all three Level 3 History externally assessed Achievement Standards, you would spend 
up to 60 minutes planning and writing your paragraph answers.

 ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd, Freephone 0800-372 266
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2013 Questions 
The Indian Mutiny 1857–1859

INTRODUCTION

Britain had extended control over India from the 1700s onwards. It had done so in two ways: in an 
official manner through the stationing of government officials and troops in India; and through allowing 
a private commercial company, the British East India Company, to take control of much of India on its 
behalf. 

The Indian Mutiny was a widespread but unsuccessful rebellion against British rule in India in 1857 
to 1859. It began in Meerut with the mutiny of Indian troops in the service of the British East India 
Company, and soon spread throughout the central and northern areas of India. As well as British colonial 
officials and soldiers being attacked and killed, many British women and children were killed by the 
Indian mutineers. This caused much anger amongst British people and the British government. Such 
apparent savagery by the mutineers led to brutal methods being used by the British in both suppressing 
the Mutiny and punishing mutineers taken prisoner at the end of the Mutiny. Historians believe that 
around 100 000 Indian soldiers were slaughtered in savage reprisals. 

The Indian Mutiny of 1857–1859 ranks among the most significant events in British imperial history. The 
event changed the British view on India. The Indian Mutiny also became an important symbol to both 
the British and the Indians. To the Indians it came to symbolise patriotism against British oppression. The 
British viewed it as a symbol of India’s inability to accept change and as a confirmation of the inferiority 
of the Indian people. 

This event was significant because it influenced British colonial policy and actions towards New Zealand 
in the years after the Mutiny. Troops who fought in India were later sent to New Zealand and took part 
in actions against Ma–ori during the New Zealand Wars. The Mutiny also resulted in a hardening of British 
attitudes towards dealing with indigenous rebellions in its Empire, including New Zealand.

SOURCE A

Some causes of the Indian Mutiny

The Indian Mutiny began with rumours that the new cartridges about to be issued to Indian soldiers 
were lubricated with animal fat. As the ends of these had to be bitten off before use, both Hindus and 
Muslims ran the risk of defilement1 – the former if the grease was from cows, the latter if it came from 
pigs.

The Indian Mutiny was much more than its name implies. It was a full-blown war. ‘The First War of 
Independence’ is what the Indian schoolbooks and monuments call it. Yet Indians fought on both sides 
… but the mutineers’ aims were not national in the modern sense. It also had humdrum causes: the 
frustration of Indian soldiers at their lack of promotion prospects.

Indian testimony makes clear this was indeed a ‘war in the cause of religion.’ In Meerut the mutineers 
cried: “Brothers, Hindoos and Mussalmans, hasten and join us, we are going to a religious war. The 
kafirs2 had determined to take away the caste of Mahomedans and Hindoos … and these infidels should 
not be allowed to remain in India.”
1 defilement: the act of making something or someone dirty or corrupted
2 kafir: a non-Muslim (the British)
Niall Ferguson, Empire (London: Allen Lane, 2003), pp 147–148.
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SOURCE B

Some consequences of the Indian Mutiny

Though the British lost at most about 11 000 men, three-quarters of them killed by disease or heat-
stroke, the overall cost was high. There are no reliable figures for sepoy1 or civilian deaths, but many 
thousands, both guilty and innocent, perished. The scars of the rebellion were there for all to see. Ruined 
cities, burnt villages and dead fields ran like a swathe across northern India. The country was further 
burdened by a debt of £30 000 000 and all the problems of reconstruction. In Britain, the Mutiny did 
more than produce a wave of hysteria and a desire for vengeance: it convinced the politicians that the 
British Crown must assume full responsibility from the East India Company for the government of India. 
This occurred on 1 November 1858.

One of the first problems which had to be tackled was the reorganisation of the army. The Company’s 
non-Indian troops were disbanded (and some of those men mutinied in protest). Henceforth there was 
to be a permanent garrison of British Army troops serving only in India. Regiments of the Queen’s forces 
would do tours of duty and then be replaced. Over the years that followed the Mutiny, every attempt 
was made to show Indians who had remained loyal during the conflict that their true interests lay with 
the British, and everything was done to give them a position – albeit empty of real power – in the new 
Empire of India.
1sepoy: an Indian soldier in the service of the British
http://www.britishempire.co.uk/forces/armycampaigns/indiancampaigns/mutiny/mutiny.htm

SOURCE C

‘Justice’

Photo of ‘Justice’ cartoon by John Tenniel, Punch, 12 September 1857 from https://www.flickr.com/photos/nicholasjones/6199597898/.
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SOURCE D

Centenary speech by Indian President

“The revolt of 1857–1859, besides bringing in to bold relief the incontrovertible fact of resistance against 
foreign domination, also threw up a few personalities who have since come to be regarded as symbols 
of heroism and opposition to British rule; Kunwar Singh and Rani of Jhansi may be mentioned amongst 
them. Another significant fact which emerges from the happenings of 1857–1859 is the remarkable 
sense of unity among Hindu and Muslims and the complete absence of differing communal feeling 
throughout the movement. Soon after the outbreak of fighting, the rebels or resisters were moved by 
the feeling that they had a common end to achieve and a common cause to serve.

“On this day when we are celebrating the anniversary of the movement of 1857, I send my greetings to 
all my countrymen and pray that we may ever continue to enjoy our hard-won freedom to achieve that 
which the nation-wide effort made 100 years ago.”
lndian President Jawaharlal Nehru, l11dinn News, 17 August 1957, document DO 35/9144 contained in
http://www. na tiona Ia rchives.gov .uk/documen ts/ed u ca tion/lnd ia 1857. pdf

SOURCE E

‘Jessie’s Dream’

The horrors of the Indian Mutiny inspired many artists. This dramatic scene shows the heroic end of the 
famous 90-day siege at Lucknow in 1857. Jessie was the wife of a soldier. At the height of the siege, she 
dreamt of hearing the bagpipes of Scottish troops coming to the rescue. 

Photo of ‘The Relief of Lucknow’, by Frederick Goodall (painted 1858), from http://www.britishempire.co.uk/art/goodalllucknow.htm.
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Assessment criteria

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence

Analyse the causes and 
consequences of a significant 
historical event.

Analyse, in depth, the causes 
and consequences of a 
significant historical event.

Comprehensively analyse the 
causes and consequences of a 
significant historical event.

Achievement
•	 To ‘analyse the causes and consequences’ means you must explain the causes and consequences of a 

significant historical event.

•	 Explaining the causes and consequences may also involve establishing the underlying and immediate 
causes and the short-term and long-term consequences of the event.

Merit
•	 To ‘analyse, in depth, the causes and consequences’ means you must evaluate the causes and 

consequences of a significant historical event.

•	 To evaluate includes the prioritisation of causes and consequences by justifying their relative significance 
or importance.

Excellence
•	 To ‘comprehensively analyse the causes and consequences’ means you must evaluate the causes and 

consequences of a significant historical event to support well-considered judgements that show you 
understand the complexity of the causes and consequences.

The AS 91438 (History 3.5) examination
The examination paper for AS 91438 will ask you to write an essay analysing the causes and consequences 
of a significant historical event. In the AS 91438 exam, you will be given a list of significant historical events. 
You will be asked to choose one significant historical event either from this list, or from your course of study. 
In either case, you should choose an event that you have studied in class and prepared for the AS 91438 
examination.

You will then be instructed to write an essay about your chosen historical event on a generic question – 
similar to the following:

‘Analyse the political, economic and social causes of a significant historical event and its 
consequent impact on people’s lives.’

A generic question means a general essay question that can be answered using any one of the significant 
historical events you have studied in class.

HISTORY

3.5
Externally assessed 6 credits

Achievement Standard 91438
Analyse the causes and consequences 
of a significant historical event
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In your AS 91438 essay, you should explain and evaluate the:

•	 underlying and immediate causes of the event you have chosen (cover both)

•	 short-term and long-term consequences of the event (cover both).

Prioritisation of causes and consequences is needed for ‘Merit’ and ‘Excellence’ – this means identifying each 
cause and each consequence, then evaluating the relative significance or importance of each cause and 
each consequence and justifying the ranking of the causes and consequences.

A significant historical event
You need to ensure that the event you write about is a significant historical event.

A significant historical event is defined in AS 91438 as a specific event in time; it does not have to be an 
event of significance to New Zealanders. It could be an event in the history of other countries, such as 
Britain (e.g. Battle of Hastings, Scottish Clearances), or Russia (e.g. 1905 Russian Revolution), or India (e.g. 
Amritsar Massacre), or it could be an event in New Zealand history (e.g. invasion of Parihaka, Contagious 
Diseases Act [NZ] 1867).

AS 91438 essay structure
The essay should have an appropriate and effective essay structure. You will not be assessed on essay 
structure, but it is obviously important to organise your essay ideas so that they are communicated clearly 
to the marker.

An appropriate essay structure involves:

•	 clear structure – an introduction / a main body of paragraphs / a conclusion

•	 the use of structured paragraphs – these contain a generalisation, usually in the first sentence, and 
supporting evidence

•	 a logical sequence of paragraphs – e.g. chronological, thematic, order of importance.

Time allocated
The time allocated to writing the AS 91438 essay will depend on how many Level 3 History externally 
assessed Achievement Standards you are sitting. For example, if you are sitting:

•	 two Level 3 History externally assessed Achievement Standards, you would spend up to 90 minutes 
planning and writing your essay

•	 all three Level 3 History externally assessed Achievement Standards, you would spend up to 60 minutes 
planning and writing your essay.

Length
In your AS 91438 essay, aim to write at least 800 words. This is a bare minimum; it is extremely unlikely 
that an ‘Excellence’-level essay – with sufficient detail, examination, and evaluation – will be close to only 
800 words.

Two stages in completing your essay
(1) Plan your essay.

(2) Write the essay in the spaces provided in the question and answer booklet.

Planning
In the AS 91438 exam, you will have a planning page in the question and answer booklet. Plan your essay 
by filling in the planning page. It is highly recommended that you do plan your essay.

The planning page will look like the one that follows.

 ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd, Freephone 0800-372 266
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PLANNING

Causes of the historical event:

Consequences of the historical event:

 ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd, Freephone 0800-372 266

 Analyse the causes and consequences of a significant historical event 29

3.
5

L3 Hist AME 2014.indb   29 3/07/14   12:18 pm



Two examples of essay plans follow:

•	 the first essay plan example is based on a topic (Event: The establishment of Christian missions in New 
Zealand 1814–1827) from ‘New Zealand 1769–1919’

•	 the second essay plan example is based on a topic (Event: The outbreak of the English Civil Wars, 1642) 
from ‘England 1558–1714’.

The essay plans are more detailed than that offered in the preceding planning page. Your plan should 
cover both the underlying and the immediate causes of the event and both the short-term and long-
term consequences of the event. Your plan should also include the key points about your event in the 
introduction.

The example plans are in note form and will of course need to be expanded into sentences and paragraphs.

AS 91438 exam preparation
Use the template that follows on pages 39–p. 42 for exam preparation for AS 91438.

An example using the template follows for:

‘The establishment of Christian missions in New Zealand 1814–1827.’

 ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd, Freephone 0800-372 266
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Event: The establishment of Christian missions in New Zealand 1814–1827

Introduction

Event details

Samuel Marsden, the Church Missionary Society (CMS) agent in Sydney, arrived in late 1814 with the 
first lay missionaries and set up Rangihoua mission station.

Three CMS missionaries worked in the Bay of Islands till 1823 achieving little. Henry Williams arrived 
1823 to head CMS mission, and provided effective leadership.

Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society (MMS) arrived 1823, ran mission station at Whangaroa Harbour 
until forced to flee in1827.

Underlying causes

Underlying cause (1)

Evangelical revival of later 18th century – one consequence was a desire to convert non-Christians 
(heathens or pagans).

•	 Marsden, CMS and MMS influenced by revival.

•	 Christianity was to save heathens from hell and also means to civilise them in the ways of Western 
Europe. Part of the expansion of Europe into the Pacific from 18th century.

•	 Assumption of CMS that British and European culture superior and that less civilised non-Europeans 
would benefit from adopting European ways.

Underlying cause (2)

Marsden was most impressed by Mäori and felt Mäori were worthy of British civilisation and Christianity. 
He decided in about 1805 to try to convert Mäori to Christianity.

•	 Marsden became CMS chief agent in South Pacific in 1807.

•	 Marsden’s plans delayed by considerable difficulties in New South Wales and uncertainties in 
New Zealand, such as burning of the Boyd in 1809.

 ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd, Freephone 0800-372 266
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Achievement Standard 91436 (History 3.3): 
Analyse evidence relating to an historical 
event of significance to New Zealanders

3.3 2013 Questions

Question One

This question asks you to analyse and explain possible causes 
and effects of the Indian Mutiny. You should analyse at least two 
causes and at least two effects. You should decide which are 
the most important causes and effects and select these to write 
about, rather than analyse all of them.

For ‘Excellence’, you will need to comprehensively analyse the 
evidence in the sources to demonstrate your understanding of 
the historical concept of cause and effect, showing insight.

Note that you are referred to the Introduction and Sources A 
and B when answering the question, but you can also refer to 
the other Sources provided.

Specific detailed reference to the Sources will be required in 
your answer to this question.

Causes

The most important cause of the Mutiny explained in the Sources 
is religion. The historian Niall Ferguson in Source A argues that 
the rumours that new cartridges lubricated with animal fat were 
about to be issued to Indian soldiers began the Mutiny. Both Hindu 
and Muslim soldiers believed that they ran the risk of defilement 
– Hindus if they came into contact with cow grease, and Muslims 
if they came into contact with pig grease. Evidence from Indian 
testimony to support the contention that the Mutiny was a ‘war 
in the cause of religion’ is given by Ferguson. In Meerut, the 
mutineers cried: “Brothers, Hindoos and Mussalmans, hasten and 
join us, we are going to a religious war …”

Religion as a cause is also supported by Source F, in which the 
historian William Dalrymple argues that evidence from 20 000 
rebel documents surviving from the sepoy [Indian soldier in 
British service] camp and palace in Delhi shows that it was a 
war for religion. The rebels saw themselves as fighting a war to 
preserve their religion. What the rebels most objected to in the 
foreign domination of India was the way the British threatened 
their Hindu and Muslim religions and wished to impose  
Christianity on them.

Another cause, but arguably less important one, was an Indian 
rebellion against British rule. Ferguson says in Source A that 
the Mutiny was much more than the name implies: it was a 
“full-blown war” (which is called ‘The First War of Independence’ 
in Indian schoolbooks), though the mutineers’ aims were not 
national in the modern sense, he says. The Introduction briefly 
describes the Mutiny as a widespread rebellion against British rule 
in India. Source D, which is a speech by the Indian President in 

p. 8

1957, describes the “revolt of 1857–1859” as incontrovertibly 
“resistance against foreign domination”.

The cartoon ‘Justice’ in Source C strongly suggests that the 
Mutiny was a criminal rebellion against British rule. The symbolic 
figure of (British) Justice and the British Army soldiers are 
depicted administering summary justice by killing rebels and 
defending Indian women and children whom the rebels are 
threatening. Source F, however, says that declarations of the right 
to self-government or economic freedom are only occasionally 
mentioned by the rebels.

According to Ferguson in Source A there were also humdrum 
causes such as the frustration of Indian soldiers at their lack of 
promotion prospects, and according to Source F there was also 
a multitude of private grievances. These causes can be seen as 
of the least importance, because they were not common to the 
majority or to all mutineers.

Effects

A number of important effects of the Mutiny are highlighted in 
the Sources. Firstly, the high cost in lives lost, wounds inflicted and 
physical destruction. According to Source B, about 11 000 British 
soldiers and many thousands of sepoy and civilians, including 
women and children, died. Cities and villages were ruined, and 
there were dead fields [i.e. crops destroyed] across northern 
India. India had a debt of £30 000 000, and all the problems of 
reconstruction.

Secondly, the threats to, and attacks on, British women and 
children as well as colonial officials and soldiers produced much 
anger and hysteria amongst the British public and government, 
the Introduction states. The apparent savagery of the mutineers 
led to brutal British reprisals both in suppressing the Mutiny and 
in punishing mutineers taken prisoner. For example, historians 
believe around 100 000 Indian soldiers were killed in reprisals.

Source E shows a British painting inspired by the horrors of the 
Mutiny and, in particular, the perceived threat to British women 
and children caught up in the 90-day siege of Lucknow. The 
painting shows in a dramatic and romantic way the heroic end 
of the siege as the relief force arrives. ‘Jessie’s Dream’ refers to 
a dream a soldier’s wife experienced at the height of the siege. 
She dreamt of hearing the bagpipes of a relief force which the 
painting shows arriving.

Thirdly, there was a change in imperial attitudes and policy. 
The Introduction says that the British view of India changed as 
a result of the Mutiny. The British saw the Mutiny as a symbol 
of India’s inability to accept change and as confirming the 
inferiority of the Indian people. The event also influenced British 
colonial policy towards New Zealand and other colonies. For 
example, there was a hardening of attitudes towards dealing with 
indigenous rebellions, including those in New Zealand.

The British Government also decided, as Source B explains, that 
the Crown must assume full responsibility from the East India 
Company for the government of India. Direct British rule was 

Answers and explanations
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