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Chapter 1: reading for literaCy

The need to read
Some students say they don’t read or they don’t like reading.

Now is the time to adjust your mindset.

Even if you don’t like reading, you need to be able to read.

Why?

You will need to read
•	 job contracts
•	 tax returns
•	 contracts for mortgages or other purchases
•	 instruction manuals.

Activity: Things we need to read
Write down three other examples of things we need to be able to read.

•	

•	

•	

So take charge and be positive. Do the work.

As Helen Keller, who became blind and deaf when she was a toddler but nonetheless became a world-famous 
speaker and author, said: 

‘There are no shortcuts to any place worth going.’
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Activity: This year’s literacy goals
Write down your goal for Literacy credits for the year.
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Task 1.1 Getting positive
Write a mission statement. A mission statement is a little summary of your core beliefs and aims. 

You could draw this if you prefer.

You could use a quote or a bit of a song or something that inspires you. It should not be negative.
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Now you are ready to demonstrate that you have the will to prove you are a literate person and to achieve the 
credits that will help you with your job prospects in the future.

Knowing your purpose for reading
When you read, you read for a purpose. Some examples of why you read are: 
•	 to find information
•	 to be entertained
•	 to find out what others think about a subject.

Activity: Why you read
Can you add to the list of the purposes of reading? 

•	

•	

•	
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Build your skills 
Reading for understanding
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Task 1.2 Getting started
Consider the following situations and choose the best answer for each one.
1.	 You have an energetic dog and you intend to take him away on holiday with you.
	 Look	at	the	following	titles from the PAWS FOR THOUGHT publication (Issue 44) and identify which 

article will probably help you.
a.	 ‘Hotspot’
b.	 ‘Australia’s largest wildlife hospital’
c.	 ‘We’re all going on a summer holiday’
d.	 ‘Is it an elephant?’
e.	 ‘Eating strange things’

	 Easy?
2.	 Which of these articles would you read if your cat was behaving strangely following an earthquake and you 

wanted more information?
a.	 ‘Wellness for life’
b.	 ‘Pets and natural disasters’
c.	 ‘Pet art wear’
d.	 ‘Adverse reactions to food’
e.	 ‘Itchy insect bites’

3.	 The following article is about Lorde, a successful New Zealand singer and songwriter.
	 Fill	in	the	first	two	columns of the template below before you read the article. After you have finished 

reading, fill	in	the	third	column.

K	=	Know

What	do	I	already	know?

W	=	Want	to	know

What	do	I	want	to	find	out?

L	=	Learned

What	have	I	learned?

   

Answers
p.  149
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Lorde

Ella Marija Lani Yelich-O’Connor (born 7 November 1996), known by her stage name Lorde, is 
a New Zealand singer and songwriter. Born in Takapuna and raised in Devonport, Auckland, she 
became interested in performing as a child. In her early teens, she signed with Universal Music 
Group and was later paired with the songwriter and record producer Joel Little, who co-wrote 
and produced most of Lorde’s works. Her first major release, The Love Club EP, was commercially 
released in March 2013. The project charted at number two on the national record charts of 
Australia and New Zealand.

In mid-2013, Lorde released her debut single ‘Royals’. It became an international crossover hit, 
peaking atop the US Billboard Hot 100 and eventually made Lorde the youngest solo artist to 
achieve a US number-one single since Tiffany with her number-one hit ‘I Think We’re Alone Now’ 
in 1987. Later that year, she released her debut studio album, Pure Heroine. The record peaked atop 
the charts of Australia and New Zealand and charted at number three on the US Billboard 200. Its 
following singles include ‘Tennis Court’, ‘Team’, ‘No Better’ and ‘Glory and Gore’. In 2014, Lorde 
released ‘Yellow Flicker Beat’ as a single from the soundtrack for The Hunger Games: Mockingjay: 
Part 1.

Lorde’s music consists of the subgenres of electronica, pop and rock, including dream pop and 
indietronica. In 2013, she was named among Time’s most influential teenagers in the world, and in 
the following year, she made her way into Forbes’s ‘30 Under 30’ list.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lorde, accessed 1 December 2014
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Task 1.3 Texts that are useful 
1.	 Choose	a	topic which interests you and write a question about it, e.g. ‘How does photosynthesis work?’, or 

‘What does a plumber do in his or her job?’

	 Write	your	question here.

2.	 Now find	an	article which might help you find the answer to your question. 
	 You might want to go online or find a brochure or use the school library to find a book, a newspaper or a 

magazine.
	 Write the name of the text you have chosen here. 

3.	 Write	the	answer to your question here.

4.	 How	useful was this article to you? What made it helpful or not useful in achieving your purpose? Say why.
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Build your skills 
Finding suitable material to read 

Predicting what texts will suit you
Once you have established purpose (i.e. why you are going to read), you will want to choose a text. Most of us 
tend to select books that have titles we relate to or covers that look interesting or will have the information we 
might need.
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Task 1.4 Thinking about titles and covers
1.	 Choose	the	title that would interest you the most from this list:

a.	 Making Friends
b.	 Huia Short Stories
c.	 The Whole of the Moon
d.	 Stand by Me
e.	 Tsotsi

	 Say which of these you would select and explain why you would choose it.

2.	 Treasure hunt in groups.
	 Go to the library and find the most enticing titles for the following:

a.	 a book about New Zealand

b.	 a love story

c.	 an adventure story

d.	 a true story

e.	 a book about teenage behaviour.
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Chapter 3: developing speaking skills

Part of demonstrating that you are a literate person is to show that you can speak with confidence in different 
contexts, when you are
•	 speaking to another person

•	 speaking in a small group

•	 speaking to a larger group.

Developing confidence
Often students think they have to do a speech to show that they can speak with confidence. You could do 
a speech, but you don’t have to. Demonstrating your speaking skill to your class can be fun and you should 
not think that you can’t do it. Once you have developed some confidence, you might like to try the Level 1 
Achievement Standard for speaking because often students who find reading and writing challenging are  
great speakers.

Copy correctly 
Up to 3% of a workbook.
Copying or scanning from ESA workbooks 
is subject to the NZ Copyright Act which 
limits copying to 3% of this workbook.
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Build your skills 
Developing confidence

Here are some fun activities you can do in class to develop confidence before you even start demonstrating your 
speaking skills.
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Task  3.1 Starting with words
Start by sitting in a circle with a group of classmates. Begin with a single word, e.g. ‘Summer’. The first speaker 
will talk about summer. They might talk about summer holidays when they were younger, or the summer holiday 
job they have, or their love of going to the beach in summer. After about 20 seconds, your teacher will stop this 
first speaker at a key word, and the next person in the circle has to begin talking in relation to this new key word.

Example 

Teacher: ‘Summer.’

Student number 1:  ‘One thing we always do in summer is go to the beach. It has huge waves 
and we have to be careful to obey the lifeguards and swim where it is 
safe, between the flags. We like to swim all day if we can, because the 
days are always so hot! But the best thing about the beach is visiting my 
grandparents.’

Teacher interrupts: ‘Grandparents.’

Next speaker:  ‘My granddad has died. My grandmother is a very interesting person because 
she has her pilot’s licence. She used to be a pilot for Air New Zealand and 
flew all over the world. Now she is retired, but she has her own plane and 
she takes me flying.’CHAPTER 3  ctd

Pic 43  Not listening to important info.

Pic 42   Illustrated words

Pic 44    Brainstorm cloud
Pic 45 di erent scenarios

Pic 41   Grandmother pilot   

return faulty T-shirt

why assignment
not completed

job interview

Teacher interrupts: ‘Flying.’

The time each speaker has before being interrupted by the teacher can be increased as you become 
more skilled in speaking.

Suggested	topics	for	this	Task

Graffiti, Music, Maths, Reality shows, Conservation, Winter, Great meals, Spiders, Snakes, Money, 
Dentists, Films, Gangs, Flying, The sun, Skateboarding.
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Task  3.2 Telling a story
This Task is best done in small groups. It should not be stressful.

Each person draws out a piece of paper with a topic written on it, from a bag. Your teacher will have pre-
prepared the ‘bag of topics’. Each person tells a story based on the topic written on the piece of paper they 
picked. The length of time spoken will be set by the teacher, depending on the confidence of the group.

Suggested	topics	for	this	Task

A night out, The worst trip of my life, Family holidays, The beach, Holiday jobs, Food, Winning.
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Task  3.3 Blue-sky day
You sit in a circle. Each person tells the group what they would most like to be doing instead of sitting in class OR 
what they would do on their ideal, perfect day.
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Task  3.4 Setting a challenge
This Task is great fun, especially for confident volunteers or a confident class.

The teacher puts a whole lot of random words or phrases into a draw. The ‘challenge’ is to incorporate the word 
or phrase drawn into a developing story.

Challenge	words	and	phrases

The challenge words and phrases can be quite simple or really inventive.

Have fun – you may be surprised at how well you can talk.

Examples of words and phrases to use:

The power has gone off, 

He glared ferociously, 

Ridiculous, 

Outstanding, 

Trumpeted, 

Miserly, 

She fell down in a faint, 

There are goblins, 

Sinister, 

Green,

Crackle.

Follow this process:

The teacher or a student offers a starting phrase or topic for the story.

The teacher allocates each student in the group a number.

All students draw one of the words or phrases, but don’t look at what they have 
picked out.

The story starts with student number one reading out loud the challenge word or 
phrase he or she has drawn, then using the phrase or word to create a spoken story. 

At an interesting point in the story, the teacher calls out: ‘Number two’, then student 
number two does the same – reading his or her challenge word or phrase and 

putting it into the developing story.

This continues, with each of the students speaking in turn according to the number 
they have drawn. When their turn comes, they read their challenge word or phrase 

and incorporate it easily and sensibly into the growing story.
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Chapter 1: Reading for literacy
Task 1.2 Getting started (page 3)

1. c. ‘We’re all going on a summer holiday’

2. b. ‘Pets and natural disasters’

Task 1.7 Identifying the main idea (page 25)

1. 1-NIGHT.CO.NZ loaded concert tickets onto a reusable card.

2. Steve Gurney believes resilience is having the ability to come up with 
new approaches and to adapt to situations if you have to. (Resilience 
involves an attitude of innovation and flexibility.) That means being 
able to deal with stuff as it happens even if you didn’t expect it.

Task 1.8  Understanding how details or examples support 
a main idea (page 26)

Main idea ‘If you ever feel depressed, the best thing to do is to do 
something for someone else.’

Task 1.9 Linking purpose to the main idea (page 27)

You are entitled to 11 public holidays per year.

Task 1.10  Using titles as a clue to help you to find the 
main idea (page 28)

1. Judging by its title, the article is about rheumatic fever and how it 
starts with a sore throat and can cause heart problems.

2. A visit to a motorbike museum.

3. a.  Glaciers in New Zealand, in particular the Franz Josef glacier in 
the South Island.

b. The word ‘Franz’ is a clue that the article is about the Franz Josef 
glacier.

Task 1.12 Understanding implied meaning (page 31)

1. Students who want to do this course will be interviewed. This means 
that probably not all students will be accepted – maybe bad behaviour 
in the past will be a problem.

2. It will cost quite a lot of money – especially the camp – so students 
and their families need to be able to afford this course, or they need to 
find out if there is a way of getting some financial support.

Task 1.13  Understanding how a writer can hint at the 
truth (page 33)

2.  a. Rangi dies. Marama set it up to happen.

b. Marama pretends to eat the karaka berries and when Rangi 
asks her whether they are poisonous, she lies by telling him that 
they aren’t. Rangi believes her and eats some berries, and then, 
later on, when he is dying, she tells him that ‘the karaka kernel 
contains a virulent alkaloid poison’.

3. Yes

Task 1.14 Getting tricky (page 36)

2. a.  40-love is a score in tennis. It is also a reference to a middle-aged 
couple (about 40 years old) who have been married for some 
years.

b. A middle-aged married couple.

c. Probably not; the poet says that even when they go home, ‘the 
net will still be between them’.

d. The net is a symbol of a barrier of some kind between the two 
people.

3. This poem has a very patterned shape; it made me read it like a tennis 
ball going over the net. The outline of the poem makes us think about 
a tennis court.

 40-love is a score in tennis. It means that one person has won all the 
points and the other person has no points.

 I think the poem is saying that this married couple are no longer as 
happy as they were when they met each other, and that one of the two 
has more power in the relationship than the other.

Task 1.15 Finding implied meaning (page 37)

3. The poet, Robert Frost, is saying that the most beautiful and best things 
don’t last.

Chapter 2: Writing for literacy
Task 2.1C Formal and informal language (page 70)

1. a. (i) formal (ii) informal 

 b. (i) informal (ii) formal 

 c. (i) informal (ii) formal

3. Formal language:

 The career I want to follow should include working with people.

 An apprentice works and goes to courses to complete his or her 
qualification.

 I have good references from my school to include in my CV.

 A hairdresser must be good at talking to different kinds of people.

 I liked my holiday job at Mitre 10 and my supervisor said I should look 
for a job in retail.

Task 2.2E Writing accurate sentences (page 86)

1. b, d  and  f  are run-on sentences.

2. b.  On the walls are big digital displays of the photographs I take 
when I’m on holiday. The floor has a dark green carpet.

d. The sound system is fully integrated. The sofa is leather and the 
walls are painted black.

f. My perfect room has a deep white carpet. It is built inside a cave 
on a hillside and you have to ride a gondola to reach it.

Task 2.2F  Looking at ‘Dream room’ examples: 
analysis (page 86)

2. a. Details of the perfect dream room: 

•	 about the same size as a basketball court. 

•	 Xbox One 

•	 big screen TV, which has a 65 inch curved LED screen

•	 a big cupboard

•	 fifty pairs of shoes 

ansWers
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argument (writing) 89, 102

blurb 8

choice of words (writing) 69, 75, 
82, 102, 115

choosing a speech topic 140
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draft 66, 75, 77, 89, 94, 106
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eyewitness 106, 112, 115
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formal language 69

gestures 145
giving information (writing) 120

implied meaning 31, 46
informal language 69

listening 135–7

main idea 24, 84

opinion (reading) 52
opinion (writing) 89–91, 94, 102
opinion (speaking) 137, 140, 142
organising ideas 66, 80, 85, 89, 

94, 102, 112–13, 123

paragraph 24, 66–8, 75, 80–1, 89
persuasive speaking 140
persuasive writing 102
prior knowledge 39
prompt 136
purpose for reading 2, 6, 9, 24
purpose for speaking 148
purpose for writing 61, 77, 89, 

106, 120
purpose (of the author) 55

reading log 9
report (writing) 61, 66, 69

sentences 66, 69, 75, 84–5, 89, 
145

short story 39
speaking techniques 145, 147
speech marks 116
spelling 60, 66, 71–3, 89
structure (speaking) 140, 145
structure (writing) 86, 89

tone 145

volume 145
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