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NCEA Level 1 History material covered in this chapter helps to meet the requirements for 
Achievement Standard 91002 (History 1.2) ‘Demonstrate understanding of an historical 
event, or place, of significance to New Zealanders’.

Achievement Standard 91002 (History 1.2) is internally assessed, and is worth 4 credits.

AS 91002 (History 1.2) requires you to demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of an 
historical event, or place, of significance to New Zealanders. To do this, you must be able 
to do two things:

• identify main ideas which demonstrate a depth and breadth of understanding and 
support those ideas with evidence

• use supporting evidence to show the links between the event/place/people concerned 
and its significance to New Zealanders.

Bastion Point, 1978
Published by permission of the estate of Robin Morrison.

Introduction
There is a wide range of things you could possibly be asked to do for AS 91002 (History 
1.2). What follows are some general hints – you should question your teacher on exactly 
what is needed for your assignment.

AS 91002 (History 1.2) usually involves the presentation of information already collected 
in AS 91001 (History 1.1). However, it may also be a task set on a topic or subtopic 
completed by the whole class previously or something you have not studied at all.
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Assessment criteria (1): Identify main ideas which demonstrate a 
depth and breadth of understanding and support those ideas with 
evidence
The main part of AS 91002 (History 1.2) is not the presentation but identifying (main) key 
historical ideas from the given information and being able to support these with evidence 
which will demonstrate both a depth and breadth of understanding of the event/place.

example
If your presentation was a newspaper front page, then 
what is important is that your front page displays the 
key historical ideas and supports these with evidence. 
These key ideas should also be easily identifiable (i.e. 
bold, underlined, used in subheadings, etc.).

Historical ideas are general understandings that result from 
looking at lots of evidence. Key (big) historical ideas are not dates, events or people or 
simply facts; they are essential concepts which you must understand to truly understand 
the topic. They pull together the facts in the events and issues and explain the historical 
significance (importance) of these facts.

If you were finding some key ideas for the question ‘How significantly did World War Two 
affect the Home Front?’, you would not simply write a list of dates or names of people 
involved; instead, you might create a mind-map of the main things that affected a large 
number of New Zealanders. This could include: rationing, home guard, blackouts, fear of 
Japanese invasion, conscientious objectors, etc. These would then become your key ideas, 
with which you would then use specific evidence to prove how significantly each of these 
affected key people or large groups of people either in the short/long term.

The key ideas you identify in the final presentation must be backed up with relevant 
evidence chosen from a range of information. Examples of evidence that could be used 
to support ideas include quotes (primary or secondary), maps, photographs, diagrams, 
statistics, artefacts, timelines, video/film footage, posters, referring to a name/event/
example, and other secondary sources.

Conscientious objectors in a detention camp
Originally published in Home Front, reproduced with permission of the Ministry for 

Culture and Heritage.
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You need a variety of different key ideas that should cover all the related historical ideas 
important to the subject of the assignment to ensure that you are demonstrating a depth 
and breadth of understanding. They must also clearly show the link(s) between the event, 
people concerned and its significance to New Zealanders.

Your research for AS 91001 (History 1.1) should have provided notes on, and given you 
an understanding of, the particular historical ideas (see Chapter 1).

examples
Historical ideas
Examples of valid historical ideas for two possible topics follow.

the New Zealand Suffrage Movement Impact of World War two on the  
New Zealand ‘Home Front’

• feminism
• universal suffrage
• political emancipation
• temperance
• gender roles
• franchise leagues
• self-determination
• Suffrage Bill
• pressure through petitions

• conscientious objectors
• rationing
• social attitudes to American GIs 

stationed in New Zealand
• Home Guard
• Women’s War Service Auxiliary
• evacuation
• blackout
• loss of male family members

• opposition – Catholic church, liquor 
industry and conservatives

• public pressure campaign – white/
red camellias

• influence of USA Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union (WCTU).

             

A poster issued by the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union

• women ‘manpowered’ into industry 
or as Land Girls

• fear of Japanese invasion
• increased Maori urbanisation 

following WW2.

Community worker visiting 
Maori family, 1956

example assignment
The following is an example assignment ‘Read all about it’ set for AS 91002 (History 1.2). 
Instructions as they might be given to you are followed by Hints – how to complete the 
task.
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Read all about it
Instructions
You are to prepare a chapter in a book celebrating the 70th anniversary of the end of 
World War Two. Your chapter will focus on the short- and long-term impacts the war 
had on New Zealanders. You should use the information you identified, gathered and 
selected in Achievement Standard 91002 (History 1.1). The book chapter must contain 
all of the following.

• A lead story within the chapter describing the end of the war. This should describe 
what happened in the final days of the war, where the war happened, the 
personalities involved, and any other relevant information. It should be succinct 
and in your own words.

• A short background ‘break-out box’ explaining what caused the war, key events/
dates and any other relevant information.

• A final section commenting on the significance of the event, at the time, for New 
Zealanders and the world, and also the lasting impact the war has had on New 
Zealanders.

• Case studies – which include imaginative eyewitness accounts from a range of 
ordinary citizens who lived through the war.

• At least three relevant visuals with appropriate captions. At least one of the visuals 
must be a photograph. Each caption must contain two sentences and must be original.

 

Crete veteran Jim Wilson, from Nelson, salutes his fallen comrades during the 70th 
anniversary commemorations of the Battle of Crete

Published by permission of the RSA Review, June 2011.

• You will incorporate at least five key historical ideas within your chapter*. 
You must use evidence to support these ideas, e.g. by using quotes, photographs, 
maps, diagrams, timelines, etc.** 
Only use those ideas which are relevant to your argument regarding the 
significance of the end of World War Two.

*You may be asked to highlight key ideas in one colour and supporting evidence in 
another colour or to complete a supporting evidence table such as the one in the 
following ‘Hints’ section.

**All evidence will need to be correctly referenced by either footnotes or endnotes. 
A bibliography may also be required.
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This chapter:
•	 examines	the	ways	in	which	nations	and	their	leaders	have	attempted	to	obtain	and	

maintain	peace	and	security	during	the	period	between	the	two	world	wars	in	the	first	
half	of	the	twentieth	century

•	 	investigates	the	reasons	for	the	failure	of	peace	and	security	arrangements	after	the	
First	World	War	and	how	this	led	to	the	outbreak	and	spread	of	the	most	widespread	
global	conflict	in	history

•	 takes	an	international	view,	with	New	Zealand	on	the	periphery	of	events.

In	places,	New	Zealand’s	role	is	highlighted	in	order	to	demonstrate	the	significance	of	
that	event	to	New	Zealand	and	New	Zealanders.

This	chapter	will	prepare	you	for	the	following	History	Level	One	Achievement	Standards:
•	 	AS	91004	(History	1.4)	‘Demonstrate	understanding	of	different	perspectives	of	people	

in	an	historical	event	of	significance	to	New	Zealanders’	(internally	assessed)
•	 	AS	91005	(History	1.5)	‘Describe	the	causes	and	consequences	of	an	historical	event’	

(externally	assessed)
•	 	AS	91006	(History	1.6)	‘Describe	how	a	significant	historical	event	affected	New	

Zealand	society’	(externally	assessed).

Introduction
On	the	eleventh	hour	of	the	eleventh	day	of	the	eleventh	month	of	1918,	World	War	
One	–	dubbed	the	‘war	to	end	all	wars’	–	officially	came	to	an	end.	The	harsh	peace	
treaties	imposed	by	the	victorious	Allied	powers,	particularly	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	with	
Germany,	were	soon	given	the	ironic	label	‘the	peace	to	end	all	peace’.	Despite	the	efforts	
of	some	politicians	and	organisations	during	the	1920s	and	1930s	to	maintain	peace	
through	treaties,	collective	security	agreements,	and	appeasement,	the	Second	World	War	
broke	out	less	than	21	years	after	the	First	World	War.

On	3	September	1939,	with	Hitler’s	armies	continuing	the	invasion	of	Poland	which	
had	commenced	two	days	earlier,	the	British	Empire	(including	New	Zealand)	and	
France	declared	war	on	Germany.

Adolf Hitler
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While	Europe	was	once	more	engulfed	in	war,	World	War	Two	proved	to	have	a	
much	further	reach	than	its	predecessor,	as	Japanese	aggression	in	Asia	and	the	Pacific	
transformed	the	war	into	a	truly	global	conflict.	While	the	war	itself	did	not	end	until	
August	1945,	this	coverage	of	the	origins	of	the	war	ends	with	the	USA’s	entry	into	World	
War	Two	on	12	December	1941.

The	Origins	of	World	War	Two,	1919–1941,	can	be	divided	into	three	parts.

•	 Part	One	–	What	attempts	were	made	to	establish	a	permanent	peace	after	World	War	
One?

 This	section	examines	the	search	for	security	after	the	First	World	War,	the	Treaty	of	
Versailles,	and	attempts	to	establish	collective	security	and	prevent	future	wars.

•	 Part	Two	–	What	challenges	to	peace	occurred	in	the	1930s?

 This	section	examines	the	rise	of	fascism,	communism,	and	militarism;	aggressive	
actions	by	fascist	or	militarist	nations;	and	the	road	to	war	in	the	late	1930s.

•	 Part	Three	–	Why	did	war	break	out	in	1939,	and	how	had	it	spread	by	the	end	of	1941?

 This	section	examines	the	failure	of	appeasement	in	the	face	of	aggression,	the	
preparations	for	war	in	the	late	1930s,	and	the	course	of	the	war	from	its	outset	in	
1939	to	the	attack	on	Pearl	Harbor	in	December	1941.

‘Significance to New Zealanders’
Throughout	this	chapter,	particular	events	are	highlighted	as	being	particularly	
significant	to	New Zealand’s	security	or	interests.	Students	are	advised	not	to	assume	
that	these	events	are	more	important	than	others	which	may	be	described	in	less	detail;	
they	were	simply	of	more	relevance	to	New	Zealand	especially,	and	may	therefore	be	
of	interest	to	New	Zealanders	today.

Historical context – ‘the Great War’
On	11	November	1918,	at	11	am,	after	four	years	of	fighting,	the	guns	in	Europe	fell	silent.

Historians	estimate	that	up	to	10	million	soldiers	were	killed	and	almost	three	times	that	
number	were	wounded	or	reported	missing.	Countless	numbers	of	civilians	were	killed,	
wounded,	or	forced	to	flee	their	homes,	while	many	of	those	at	home	suffered	from	
deprivation.

The	Great	War	was	a	war	of	alliances	and	empires,	with	troops	from	all	around	the	world	
being	drawn	in	to	help	their	‘mother	country’	fight	for	victory.

Many	colonies	and	dominions,	including	New	Zealand,	were	involved	out	of	a	sense	
of	duty	and	obligation	to	their	‘homeland’,	or	simply	because	they	had	no	choice	but	to	
become	involved.	Millions	of	colonial	troops	from	all	over	the	world	fought,	and	many	
died,	in	the	trenches	of	Europe.
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Fit and wounded New Zealand soldiers, WWI

The	‘Allies’	included:

•	 Britain,	the	Dominions	(Australia,	Canada,	India,	New	Zealand,	South	Africa)	and	
the	Empire

•	 France	and	its	Empire

•	 Russia	(until	early	1918)

•	 Italy	(from	1915)

•	 Japan

•	 Serbia

•	 Romania	(from	1916)

•	 United	States	of	America	(from	mid-1917).

Many	others	joined	towards	the	end	of	the	war.

The	‘Central	Powers’	included:

•	 Germany	and	its	Empire

•	 The	Austro-Hungarian	Empire

•	 The	Ottoman	Empire

•	 Bulgaria	(from	1915).

Estimates	of	how	much	the	war	cost	exceed	£75,000,000,000.

The	Allied	powers	borrowed	vast	amounts	of	money	from	the	USA	during	the	war	–	
Britain	and	the	Empire	borrowed	over	£1,200	million,	while	France	borrowed	 
£634	million	from	the	USA	and	£482	million	from	Britain.	The	USA	lent	over	£2,350	
million	to	the	Allies	between	1914	and	1918.

Including	civilians,	at	least	15	million	people	died	as	a	direct	result	of	World	War	One.

What was the First World War like?
The	destruction	and	devastation	of	‘the	Great	War’	was	a	significant	factor	in	encouraging	
many	countries	to	search	for	alternatives	to	war	in	the	1920s.	Depending	on	your	
teachers,	you	may	study	the	Origins	of	World	War	One	at	another	time.

The	sequence	of	events	which	led	to	the	outbreak	of	war	began	with	the	assassination	of	
Austria’s	crown	prince	by	a	Serbian	nationalist.
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•	 Britain	and	its	Empire,	including	New	Zealand,	became	involved	when	Germany	
invaded	Belgium	in	early	August	1914,	part	of	the	German	plan	to	sweep	past	
French	defences	in	eastern	France	and	capture	Paris	within	six	weeks.	France	was	
allied	to	Russia,	which	supported	Serbia	against	Austria,	to	whom	Germany	was	
allied.	Britain	had	promised	to	defend	Belgium,	and	was	allied	with	France.

•	 German	armies	failed	to	reach	Paris.	By	the	end	of	1914,	both	the	German	and	
Franco-British	armies	had	constructed	trenches	from	the	English	Channel	to	the	Swiss	
border.	This	became	known	as	the	Western	Front.

•	 Over	the	next	few	years,	both	sides	tried	various	methods	to	push	the	enemy	out	of	
their	trenches	and	move	forward,	with	little	success.	Despite	the	introduction	of	new	
weapons	such	as	poison	gas	and	tanks,	there	was	little	movement	on	the	Western	
Front	until	1918.

Maori soldiers in a trench during WWI

Alexander	Turnbull	Library:	Reference	1/2-013414-g

•	 On	the	Eastern	Front,	German	troops	enjoyed	more	success,	regularly	defeating	vast	
Russian	armies	despite	being	greatly	outnumbered	by	them.

Fighting	also	occurred	in	the:

•	 Middle	East	–	British,	French	and	Imperial	troops	fought	against	Germany’s	ally	
the	Ottoman	Empire;	it	was	here	that	the	Australian	and	New	Zealand	Army	Corps	
(ANZAC)	was	deployed	at	Gallipoli

•	 Italian	Alps	–	after	Italy	declared	war	on	its	former	allies	(Austria-Hungary	and	
Germany)	and	attacked	the	Austrians

•	 Africa	–	French	and	British	colonial	troops	attempted	to	capture	Germany’s	African	
colonies	from	a	small	but	determined	German	and	colonial	force

•	 The	Pacific	Ocean	–	New	Zealand	captured	Samoa	from	Germany	while	Australia	
took	New	Guinea;	Japan,	Britain’s	ally	since	1905,	captured	all	of	Germany’s	Pacific	
colonies	north	of	the	Equator;	German	raiders,	such	as	that	commanded	by	Count	
Felix	von	Luckner,	preyed	on	Allied	shipping	in	the	Pacific
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•	 The	Atlantic	Ocean	–	although	after	the	indecisive	Battle	of	Jutland	in	1916,	the	naval	
war	in	the	Atlantic	came	to	be	dominated	by	submarines.

German	U-boats	proved	extremely	effective	at	sinking	merchant	ships	heading	towards	
Britain,	although	the	sinking	of	the	British	passenger	liner	Lusitania	in	1915	cost	Germany	
a	lot	of	public	support	in	the	neutral	USA	–	128	Americans	were	among	the	dead.

In	1917,	Russia,	which	had	been	crippled	by	the	war,	endured	two	revolutions	–	the	
second,	or	Bolshevik	Revolution,	eventually	led	to	the	Treaty	of	Brest-Litovsk	(March	
1918).	Russia	was	humiliated,	losing	a	quarter	of	its	population	and	industry	and	90%	
of	its	coal	mines	to	Germany;	a	further	amendment	to	the	treaty	in	August	1918	forced	
Russia	to	pay	Germany	6	billion	marks	in	war	reparations.

The entry of the United States of america and 
the end of WWI
•	 The	United	States	of	America	attempted	to	keep	clear	of	the	events	in	Europe.	While	

there	were	many	Americans	of	British,	French	or	Russian	descent	who	sympathised	
with	their	homelands’	cause,	there	were	also	many	other	Americans	of	German,	
Austro-Hungarian,	or	even	Irish	descent	who	favoured	the	Central	Powers.	(Many	
Irish-Americans	hated	Britain,	and	actively	supported	Irish	nationalism.)

•	 US	President	Woodrow	Wilson	managed	to	win	re-election	in	1916,	in	part	due	to	his	
promise	to	keep	the	United	States	out	of	the	war.	This	policy	was	known	as	isolationism.	
Despite	this,	the	USA	soon	became	the	major	supplier	of	food	and	raw	materials	to	
Britain	and	France,	and	allowed	the	Allied	nations	to	borrow	more	than	2	billion	dollars.

Woodrow Wilson

•	 In	December	1916,	Wilson	tried	to	broker	a	peace	between	the	Allies	and	the	Central	
Powers,	but	was	unsuccessful.	In	January	1917,	Germany	announced	that	its	submarines	
would	attack	any	ship	in	the	Atlantic,	regardless	of	whether	it	was	armed	or	even	neutral.

•	 At	the	same	time,	the	infamous	Zimmermann	Telegram	–	where	Germany	offered	
Mexico	an	anti-US	alliance	–	was	intercepted	by	British	code-breakers	and	passed	on	
to	the	American	government.
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Answers

Activity 1A: Critique information available in sources (page 4)
1. This was not an effective explanation of the type of information expected from this 

source. There is no specific reference to particular topics/areas this source is likely to 
provide. There has been no reference to the particular type of book (fiction, school 
textbook, autobiography, etc.).

2. A succinct and clear comment indicating the perspectives of the source and its 
limitations.

3. This comment is too general and is not specific for this source. The explanation 
needed to indicate where the details will be provided from, what event will be 
covered, which focusing question it relates to, etc.

4. There are both strengths and weaknesses in this explanation of the type of information 
expected from the library. The comment provides a clear indication of specific areas 
to consult in the library. A comment could have explained how each particular source 
could help in this research. It may have been better to list each source in the library 
separately and provide an explanation on the type of information for each, e.g. Library 
– biography of someone whose family members died …; Library – vertical files …, etc.

Activity 1B: Matching source type and response (page 5)
1. c.  2. b.  3. e.  4. a.  5. d.

Activity 1C: Critique recording of source details (page 13)
1. Incorrect. Wrong order, not full details – e.g. no publishing company, no date 

published, no page references used, title not italicised/underlined.
2. Incorrect. Title not italics/underlined, author name should be before title, author 

initials should be after the surname, no publisher location.
3. Correct.
4. Incorrect. This is not a source; it is from a search engine. Must reference the actual 

website address used.
5. Correct.

Activity 1D: Critique evaluation of usefulness of evidence (page 15)
1. The comment is too general. It needs to outline the key results or state why the 

evidence was helpful. It did, at least, link the comment to which focusing question the 
item was useful for.

2. There is no specific indication on the use of the information gained or reference to 
which focusing question it was useful for. A reasonable comment is provided for the 
maps.

3. A high-quality response, with specific details and an evaluation of the reliability and 
worth of the evidence.

4. Does not provide a meaningful evaluation comment.
5. A good evaluation, providing detail on how the source and evidence were useful for 

the focusing question.
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