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Introduction

To the tutor, parents, caregiver or teacher

Year 5 Start Right English Workbook has been written for The New Zealand Curriculum English 
Level Three. The New Zealand Curriculum Level Three typically relates to Year 5 and Year 6 
students (9 –11 year olds).

The New Zealand Curriculum English is structured around two interconnected strands, each 
encompassing the oral, written and visual forms of the language:

• Making meaning of ideas or information (Listening, Reading, and Viewing).

• Creating meaning for themselves or others (Speaking, Writing, and Presenting).

The fi rst two sections of Year 5 Start Right English Workbook refl ect the two learning strands.

The last part of Year 5 Start Right English Workbook is the Language tools section – essential 
information needed for the two learning strands.

Section One Listening, Reading, and Viewing
In this section, students practise making meaning from ideas and information that they receive.

Listening
The ability to listen well is a vital communication skill. Without careful listening, effective learning 
cannot take place. The listening exercises use examples from everyday life and also look at extending 
students’ study skills.

Reading
The reading exercises help students to understand the features of fi ction, poetry, and plays. They also 
encourage a personal response to reading. Quality examples of texts by New Zealand authors are 
provided.

Viewing
Viewing is about visual language – that is, understanding and interpreting what we see. It is important 
that students understand the messages in visual images, such as in maps and newspapers. This 
section provides examples of images that students meet every day, with exercises to help interpret 
them.

Section Two Speaking, Writing, and Presenting
In this section, students practise creating meaning for themselves or for other people.

Speaking
The ability to speak clearly is a vital communication skill. The speaking exercises use examples from 
everyday life, including questioning skills, and also look at extending students’ study skills.

Writing
Effective writing has been crafted and reworked to evoke a response from the reader. The writing 
exercises help students to convey their thoughts and stories effectively. Students learn how to write 
non-fi ction texts by structuring their ideas and writing clearly.

Presenting
Some presentation skills are incorporated into the Speaking and Writing sections.
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Section One Listening, Reading, and Viewing

 Exercise 15: Understanding a script 

Here is part of a play script about Maui. Read the script
and answer the questions that follow.

Maui and the Fire Goddess

SCENE: A hut where the Fire Goddess sits.

Maui enters and kneels down.

MAUI: I’ve come to beg some fire from you.

FIRE GODDESS: The fire is in my nails. Take one. (She pulls out a fingernail
                     and gives him it.)

MAUI: I will take it home to light up my village. (He walks out of the hut.)

FIRE GODDESS: (shouts) Be careful not to put out the flame!

1. What is the setting of this play? 

2. Who are the characters? 

3. What does Maui do after he enters the hut? 

4. What does the Fire Goddess do after she says, “Take one”? 

 

5. Who leaves the hut? 

6. What kind of voice does the Fire Goddess use at the end? 

 Exercise 16: Writing a script

Here is part of the story Little Red Riding Hood. Think what the wolf and Red Riding 
Hood might say to each other, and write a script for this part. Remember to write 
where the play is set (the scene) and give instructions for the characters.

 
Little Red Riding Hood was walking through the forest when she met the wolf. 
The wolf was very polite and said what a nice day it was. She asked the wolf 
how to get to Granny’s house. The wolf showed her a shortcut, and told her to 
be careful of wild animals. She thanked the wolf and went off singing. The wolf 
laughed because he had tricked Red Riding Hood. He ran to Granny’s house.

AOI: Identifi es a range of text forms and recognises 
some of their characteristics and conventions.
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Reading

 Exercise 18: Writing a senses poem

The fi ve senses can be used to write poems about feelings. 

For example, here’s a poem about the feeling of sadness. 

Sadness

Sadness  
Smells like burning leaves
Looks like a flat tire.
Sounds like a violin.
Tastes like salt water 
Feels like sandpaper.

Write a similar senses poem about a feeling such as anger, boredom, or happiness.

• What smell could you compare it with?

• What does it look like?

• What sound could you compare it with? 

• What taste is it like?

• What might it feel like?

  

  

Personal reading
Your personal thoughts about reading are what you think and feel as you read. 
They may include your likes and dislikes about a text. 

Response to a text

The stories you like and your feelings may be different from other people. You 
need to read the story, think about it and respond to it. 

AOI: Recognises that there may be more 
than one reading available within a text.
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Section Two Speaking, Writing, and Presenting

Giving directions

Directions are a special kind of instruction that tell how to get to a place. Giving 
careful directions is important because if directions are unclear then a person could 
get lost.

When you give directions:

• Use direction words. For example: “Turn left at the fi rst corner.”

• Use landmarks that are well known. For example: “Go past the school.”

• Speak clearly and slowly.

• Give the listener time to think about each direction.

 Exercise 10: Come over to my place

On this street map, choose one of the numbers to be your house. For example, you 
might choose house number 3, but keep it a secret. Tell a friend or family member 
how to get from the school to your house. Say exactly when to turn right or left, and 
use shops and landmarks to help. Don’t use any actions. See if they end up at the 
right house. 

Marae

Park

Church

Movies

School

ShopShop

1

2
Bank

1

5

4

3

Now tell your friend how to get from your house to a destination, such as the movie 
theatre.

AOI: Constructs texts that show a growing awareness of purpose 
and audience through careful choice of content [and] language.
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Writing

Writing survey

Answer these questions to get an idea of what parts of your writing you need to 
improve.

Writing survey

1. Circle the kind of books you enjoy reading:

picture books comics fantasy stories

adventure stories animal stories funny stories

poems real-life stories

2. When do you read mostly?________________________________________

3. Who is your favourite writer?______________________________________

4. Circle the kinds of writing you do:

stories poems letters diaries

reports speeches dialogues play scripts

5. What kind of writing do you find hardest? ___________________________

________________________________________________________________

6. What kind of writing do you find easiest? ___________________________

________________________________________________________________

7. How do you feel about writing? (Circle one of these words.)

excited bored thoughtful worried good

8. How do you think your writing could be improved?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

AOI: Ideas suggest awareness of a range 
of … viewpoints.
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Section Two Speaking, Writing, and Presenting

Recounts

A recount tells the reader what has happened.
A personal recount ➜  Tells of an event that the writer actually saw happening or 

was involved in.
A factual recount ➜ Tells of any sequence of events.
A recount usually tells when and where something happened, who was there and 
what happened.

For example, a recount can be:

• A newspaper item about an earthquake in Wellington. 

• A journal written by Captain Cook on his travels. 

• A diary entry that tells of an important event in your family.

 Exercise 36: Reading a recount

Here is part of David Hill’s recount of a tornado hitting his house.

When I went to sleep on Saturday night, the wind was moaning past our windows
and the rain was drumming on our roof. It felt cosy being inside. A long while later,
I found myself sitting up in bed. I looked at my clock. 3.25 am. Something had woken
me up. Something was different.

There was no rain. No wind. Everything was still. The night outside seemed to
be holding its breath. Suddenly, there was a terrible clatter on our roof. It sounded
as if someone was tipping a truckload of stones out of the sky on to our house. I
jumped from bed, stubbed my toe on a chair, and looked out the window. Big white
hailstones were bouncing off our front lawn. The hail stopped. Everything was quiet
again. Then I heard something else coming. It sounded like a train tearing through
the sky.

1. When did this event happen? 

2. What was the weather like when the writer went to sleep? 

3. What was different when he woke up? 

4. What happened just before he looked out the window? 

 

5. What do you think was making a noise like a train? 

6. Do you think this is a recount of an event that really happened? Why?

 

AOI: Forms and expresses ideas and information with 
increased clarity.
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Writing

 Exercise 39: Writing an animal report

Reports often use headings for different sections. For example, a report on a sea lion 
may have the heading What it Eats followed by a short paragraph about the fi sh it 
eats and how it catches them. Think of an animal that you would like to know more 
about, such as Hector’s dolphin, and write
a report on that animal.

Steps in writing a report 

AOI: Organises written ideas into paragraphs 
with increasing confi dence.
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Section Two Speaking, Writing, and Presenting

Language Tools
Language Tools is full of helpful and interesting rules about words and sentences. 
These rules are called grammar and punctuation.

They will help you:

• Improve your writing.

• Understand what you read.

• Speak correctly.

Grammar
Words have different functions

The words in a sentence each have their own function (job) to do.

Nouns: Words that name things: people, places, animals and objects.

Pronouns: Words that are used instead of nouns: he, she, it, you  and me. 

Adjectives: Words that describe things; they tell more about nouns.

Verbs: The doing or action words: sleep, read, and run.

Adverbs: Words that tell more about verbs; an adverb can describe how an
 action happens: slowly, happily, quickly. 

Here is a sentence with some of the words linked to their function:

Proper noun

Biff was a lazy boy and he slept all day.

adjective

noun
pronoun

verb

  

Let’s
look at each one

and learn how it works
in a sentence.

AOI: Uses a range of text conventions, including most grammatical 
conventions, appropriately and with increasing accuracy.
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Language Tools

Adjectives

Adjectives are words that describe things and people. Adjectives give more 
information about nouns and pronouns. They explain what somebody or something 
is like by giving more details.

For example:
To describe the noun Biff, you might use the adjectives sleepy and little.

Biff is a sleepy little boy.

 Exercise 47: Choosing suitable adjectives 

Choose adjectives from the box that best describe the creatures below. There are 
two adjectives for each answer. The fi rst one is done for you.

hairy    slimy    poisonous    creepy    playful    headless

fluffy    frightened    long    ugly    brown

1. The  space monster.

2. The  puppy. 

3. The  ghost.

4. The  eel.

5. The  giant spider.

6. The  chicken.

 Exercise 48: Using adjectives

You can use adjectives in your writing to make your stories more interesting, or to 
show clearly what is happening.

For example: read this sentence.

The man jumped over the lava and heard the rumble of the volcano behind him.  

The sentence sounds better after some adjectives have been added.

The terrified young man jumped over the boiling lava and
heard the warning rumble of the volcano behind him.

ugly, spotted Think
of other interesting

adjectives to describe
these creatures.

AOI: Uses a range of text conventions, including most grammatical 
conventions, appropriately and with increasing accuracy.

Y5EngSR 27July2010 DS.indb   99Y5EngSR 27July2010 DS.indb   99 16/8/10   9:40:56 AM16/8/10   9:40:56 AM

SAMPLE 

PAGES



120
© ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd, 

Customer freephone: 0800-372 266

Section Two Speaking, Writing, and Presenting

Figurative language
Figurative language is imaginative language; it adds colour and life to writing.

Similes

A simile uses words to compare one thing with another using like or as. 

For example: 
The old car was as slow as a snail.

 is a simile because it compares the car with a snail.

Similes are useful in writing if you want to describe something more clearly. 

For example: 
Biddy ran like the wind.

 is a simile that helps you imagine Biddy running very fast.

The words like or as show that comparisons are being made.

 Exercise 68: Writing similes

Complete the following similes by choosing words from the box. The fi rst one has 
been done for you.

spider    rotten eggs    dog   eel    flute    lizard    chimney    bee    sheet    lion

1. He’s as slippery as an .

2. I was as sick as a .

3. That man smokes like a .

4. She was as busy as a .

5. This room is as smelly as .

6. He roared like a .

7. The boy went as white as a .

8. The house was as creepy as a .

9. The tui’s song sounded like a .

 eel

Now
try the exercise

again, making up your
own comparisons.

AOI: Uses a range of vocabulary to 
communicate meaning.
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Language Tools

Using a dictionary
A dictionary is a selection of the words of a language. It may be in book form 
or online. Dictionaries list of the words commonly used in reading, writing and 
speaking.

A dictionary:

• Explains the meaning or meanings of a word.

• Gives the spelling of a word.

• Shows how to use a word in a sentence.

• Shows how to say diffi cult words.

• Says what type of word it is (noun, verb, adjective, etc).

For example:

This is the dictionary entry for the word litre. 

litre n. (rhymes with Peter )
a measure for liquid
a litre of paint

how to say it

spelling

type of word
(noun)

sentence explaining the word

what the word means

  

AOI: Demonstrates good understanding of all basic 
spelling patterns and sounds in written English.
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Section Two Speaking, Writing, and Presenting

Prefi xes

Many words begin with the same group of letters. These letters are called 
prefi xes, and they are useful for building families of words.

For example: telephone, telescope, television all begin with tele. Tele is a prefi x.

 Exercise 86: Recognising prefi xes

Draw a line from the prefi xes to the correct endings.
Use a dictionary to check your answers.

Using the dictionary to check spelling

When unsure of how to spell a word, the fi rst thing to do is to try writing the word. 
Try writing it two or three different ways, then use the dictionary to check the 
correct spelling. To fi nd the word it helps to know the fi rst one or two letters.

For example, you might guess the word omelette in your writing. To check the 
spelling, look at the words that begin with om.

 Exercise 87: Correcting spelling

The words below are spelt incorrectly. Use a dictionary to fi nd the correct spelling. 

1. beginer 

2. cymbels 

3. hijak 

4. ravenus 

5. shepheard 

  

Keep
a spelling list to

help your
spelling.

Prefix Ending

post take

un card

after ward

mis less

down noon

AOI: Uses an increasing range of strategies to self-monitor 
and self-correct spelling.
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Monkeys

Zoo

Birds

Lions

Seals

Snakes

Answers
Answers are not given for Exercises where the answers will vary.

Section One Listening, Reading, and Viewing

Exercise 1: Zoo map (page 2)
Answers will vary slightly, but this is a suggested
answer.   
Exercise 3: Shopping list (page 3)
2. Foods: bread, milk, oranges, honey, salt. 

Cleaners: toothpaste, soap, shoe cleaner, 
detergent, shampoo 

Exercise 4: Groups of words (page 3)
List 1: book,  List 2: chair,  List 3: spoon,  List 4: baby
Exercise 5: Telephone message (page 4)
1. 11.30 am 2. Corner of Queen St and Park Rd.
3. Mask and fl ippers. 4. Biff and the others.
5. Liam’s dad.
Exercise 7: Listening for details in the story (page 6)
1. Her father was angry she was a girl. 2. She grew up in the wilds.
3. Yes. 4. 100 metres 5. She was forced to marry Melanion.
Exercise 8: National news (page 7)
1. Wellington. 2. 150 3. Power poles, chimneys, windows.
4. Most were asleep. 5. 11 pm
Exercise 10: Identifying different kinds of story (page 9)
1. Myth. 2. Fantasy. 3. Legend. 4. Real life. 5. Adventure.
6. Humour. 7. Science fi ction.
Exercise 11: Looking closely at setting (page 12)
1. Animal skins hanging up, cages with animals in, skulls. 2. Dirty with bare spots.
3. Old and wrinkled. 4. Wind whistling, animals squeaking, mouldy smells.
5. It looked like a magician’s house.
Exercise 12: Looking closely at a character (page 13)
1. It’s sad, tragic and she feels for it. 2. She strokes the bee.
3. He’s smaller, afraid. 4. Probably younger because he’s bossed around.
5. She has no patience with her brother. 6. No.
Exercise 14: Thinking about a story (page 16)
1. Outside a beehive in a clearing with a wall and road nearby.
2. He’s teased and feels like a misfi t.
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Answers

Exercise 38: Creating a headline (page 41)
Suggested answers:

1. Children Push For Traffi c Lights 2. Kitty Kong Up Sky Tower
3. Boy Digs Up Giant

Section Two Speaking, Writing, and Presenting
Exercise 1: Different greetings for different people (page 48)

PERSON GREETING

Grandmother Hi there!

Friend Pleased to meet you

Principal Tena koe

Shopkeeper Good morning

3 year old How are you?

Visitor to class Gimmee five!

Teacher of Maori Hello

Exercise 8: Writing instructions (page 54)
2. Draw a roof on top of the square in the shape of a triangle.
3. Draw a door in the shape of a rectangle, inside the square. It should be in the 

middle on the bottom line.
3. Draw two small windows in the top corners of the square.
4. Draw a chimney on the left side of the triangle.
5. Draw a small square next to the house for the dog kennel.
6. Draw a triangle roof on top of it. Draw an arched door inside the square on the 

bottom line.
Exercise 13: Open it! (page 59)
Suggested answers:

2. Where did you go in the holidays? 3. When do you feel really scared?
4. How do you make a paper dart?
5. What good things happened at school today?
Exercise 16: Using an expressive voice (page 62)
1. Lines 6, 7, 8, 9  have the most action.
2. Action words: yelled, leaping, running, gobbling, splattered, burning, fl ipped, 

smashed.
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