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Insect life cycle – Incomplete metamorphosis
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Insect life cycle – Complete metamorphosis
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Specialised for 
feeding. Body food 
reserves laid up for 

the rest of the 
insect’s life.

Rebuilding stage
Larval tissues are broken down 

and rebuilt into adult tissues

Reproductive stage 
and dispersal stage

Life cycle of the Cabbage White Butterfly (Pieris rapae)
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embryo

Basic structure of a reptile (and bird) egg

gas exchange

amniotic fluid
supports the embryo

allantois
stores waste

shell
for protection and 

prevents desiccation

yolk
for nourishment
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