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By and large, New Zealand is an egalitarian (equal) society. 
During the 19th century, women were largely deemed to be 
pioneers in the same sense as men, and the absence of a rigid 
class system helped women to gain suffrage in 1893. Since then, 
women have become, for the most part, an equal force in politics 
and the workplace. This is not to deny that discrimination does 
exist, but, in general, women have the same rights as men.

According to the Global Gender Gap Report 2018 (GGGR 2018), 
New Zealand ranked seventh in the world in terms of the ‘gender 
gap’ (i.e. the difference between males and females in terms 
of income, education and discrimination). (It slipped to 13th 
position in 2014 but returned to seventh position in 2018.) 
Countries are measured on their ability to close the gender gap 
in areas of the economy, politics and education.

A study by the Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) showed there 
was a greater level of gender equality in New Zealand than in 
any other country in the Commonwealth – which has 54 member 
countries with a total population of nearly two billion people.

New Zealand was the first country to give full suffrage (the right 
to vote) to women (in 1893) – but, despite having the vote, 
women were still subject to males dominating most areas of the 
workplace, politics and education. Up to the 1950s, a woman 
‘was expected to stay at home and look after her family’. During 
the 1960s and 1970s, great strides were made by the feminist 
movement to ensure greater equality in various spheres of life. 

Compared with women in some other countries, New Zealand 
women are far advanced in gender equality. According to the 
GGGR 2018, women in some countries have very little equality 
with men. This inequality can range from mild to extreme forms of 
discrimination.

CuLture and 
treatment of Women

Today, New Zealand women 
are largely equal to men in 
many areas – but there are 
areas where women still lag 
behind, especially in terms of 
income. According to Statistics 
New Zealand, in 2019, the 
pay gap on average is 9.3%. 
This is an improvement from 
16% in 1998. In countries like 
Yemen, Syria and Iraq, the 
pay gap is about 70%. In the 
United Kingdom, the pay gap 
is about 30%.
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Activity 1: Gender inequality and discrimination
In this activity, you will need to use the following key competencies: 

 thinking critically and reflecting on what you know

 relating to others’ values and perspectives

 using language, symbols and texts to interpret and present information

 managing self by planning and making decisions.

Students can ask (adult) female members of their family of how they perceive gender inequality 
and discrimination. Students then report their findings back to the class.
Or: Students can argue the statement: ‘Women in New Zealand have never had it so good.’
Students should be mindful of different views, and should listen respectfully and respond 
appropriately.

Some of the rankings of some of the 149 countries surveyed are:
• Yemen – ranked 149
• Egypt – ranked 135
• Qatar – ranked 127
• Malawi – ranked 112

• Japan – ranked 110
• India – ranked 108
• Greece – ranked 78
• Italy – ranked 70.

If you have access to the Internet, you can view an interactive 
map showing the ranking of individual countries in terms of their 
gender gap at http://reports.weforum.org/global-gender-gap-
report-2018/shareable-infographics/  has a hotlink to 
the website mentioned.

Activity 2: Gender gap?
In this activity, you will need to use the following key competencies: 

 using language, symbols and texts to interpret information.

1. Use an atlas to place the countries previously listed (Yemen, Egypt, etc.) on the world map. 
Either use lines or numbers/symbols to indicate the position of each country on the world map.

2. Extension activity: Research possible reason(s) why New Zealand features fairly high (7th) on 
gender equality.

Can 
you think of reasons 

why there is such large 
inequality in some of these 

(and other) countries?
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Extreme cases of gender discrimination
In June 2014, two Indian girls were raped and murdered by their 
cousins. Their bodies were then hanged from a mango tree. 
Indian officials said that the girls were not raped and murdered, 
but committed suicide over ‘shame of a relationship with boys’. 
Subsequently, arrests have been made, and two suspects have 
admitted their role in the crime.

In July 2014 in Baghdad, Iraq, 25 women were slaughtered for 
being prostitutes.

During the rule of the Taliban from 1996 to 2001 in 
Afghanistan, young girls were denied an education. Even though 
the Taliban is no longer the government of Afghanistan, the 
Taliban still has an influence in the country. Numerous schools built 
by the authorities and other support groups have been destroyed 
or booby traps have been placed in or near the schools.

In another example of extremist values, a (then) 12-year-old 
Afghan girl had her nose and ears cut off by her husband in 
2003. Aisha was given to a Taliban fighter by her father to pay 
a debt. When Aisha tried to flee from her abusive husband he 
proceeded to cut off her ears and nose. She managed to get help 
and was taken to a US Army medical facility and then taken out 
of the country for reconstructive surgery.

Following is how a New Zealand cartoonist, Tom Scott, viewed 
the incident.

The Taliban is an Islamic extremist group operating mainly in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Boko 
Haram is a militant group operating in Nigeria. Both these groups’ aim is to spread their Islamist 
ideology.

ISIS had taken over large areas of the Middle East in order to establish a caliphate (kingdom). 
However, military efforts by numerous countries over a number of years have ensured that the 
group has very little (physical) control of areas. Despite ISIS being routed from its strongholds, the 
group still presents a threat to the Western world because of its terror capabilities.

An outspoken critic of the 
Taliban is Malala Yousafzai, 
a Pakistani schoolgirl who was 
targeted and shot in 2012 by 
a member of the Taliban. She 
survived the assassination 
attempt and continues to speak 
out against the Taliban trying 
to prevent girls from gaining 
an education. She also spoke 
out in support of the 219 
schoolgirls who were abducted 
by the Islamist extremist group 
Boko Haram.

‘One child, one 
teacher, one 
book, one pen 
can change the 
world.’

In 2014, Malala was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize. In 
June 2020, she graduated from 
Oxford University with a degree 
in Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics.  

In May 2014, a Pakistani 
immigrant in New York beat 
his wife to death because she 
made him the ‘wrong’ dinner – 
his lawyer claimed it was just 
part of his culture to discipline 
his wife.
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Activity 3: Research – How Boko Haram or ISIS treat women
In this activity, you will need to use the following key competencies: 

 thinking critically and reflecting on what you’ve learned

 relating to others’ values and perspectives and understanding cultural diversity

 using language, symbols and texts to interpret information

 managing self by acting independently and making decisions

 participating and contributing in class discussions.

1. Extension activity: Students do research about Boko Haram or ISIS, and report back on how 
these groups treat women.

2. Discussion point: What are some reasons that some groups/cultures treat women with 
disrespect? Students brainstorm with each other. Be mindful of other cultures, and communicate 
your views respectfully to others in the group/class.

Discrimination can be in different forms, one such form is sexism  
(and there are varying degrees of sexism) …

Activity 4: Perspectives – ‘Girls told they can’t play league with boys’
In this activity, you will need to use the following key competencies: 

 thinking critically and reflecting on what you know

 using language, symbols and texts to interpret information.

Three Auckland girls have been told by the New Zealand Rugby League that they may no longer 
play in a mixed team as it is deemed ‘too dangerous’. Alayna and Vianna (both 12) and Diaz (13) 
have been playing in mixed Rugby League teams since they were six.

There is additional information in the link that follows:
http://www.newshub.co.nz/sport/Girls-told-they-cant-play-league-with-boys/-2014060912/Default.aspx

 has a hotlink to the website mentioned.
1. Different perspectives regarding the incident

a. Write down reasons why the New Zealand Rugby League denied the girls permission to 
continue playing in mixed teams.

b. Write down reasons why the three girls think it is safe to continue playing in mixed teams.
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2. Do you personally think the decision made by the New Zealand Rugby League was fair or not? 
Give a reason. Be respectful in your answer.

The media
The media shape our cultural perceptions, including our perception of sexism.

Activity 5: Sexist advertisements from past to present
In this activity, you will need to use the following key competencies: 

 thinking critically and reflecting on what you know

 using language, symbols and texts to interpret information

 participating and contributing in class discussions.

1. Following are three examples of sexist advertisements.

Ketchup advertisement from the 1950s Kenwood food mixer advertisement  
from the 1960s

 Air New Zealand’s tropical island safety video of 2014

  In 2014, Air New Zealand faced criticism for a safety advertisement that featured four Sports 
Illustrated models. The company withdrew the advertisement:    

  https://www.tvnz.co.nz/one-news/business/air-nz-s-controversial-bikini-safety-ad-
dumped-6022790

 The video was accessible at the time of writing on the following website:

 https://mashable.com/2014/07/08/air-new-zealand-scraps-sports-illustrated-flight-safety-video/ 

Cultural Interaction2020.indd   47Cultural Interaction2020.indd   47 5/10/20   7:33 AM5/10/20   7:33 AM



48  Level 5 Cultural Interaction Learning Workbook

 978-1-988586-08-3 © Copying or scanning from ESA books is subject to the provisions of the Copyright Act 1994

 Compare the three advertisements. How has the message about the role of women changed 
over the last 60 years?

2. The T-shirt shown is for sale in shops in North America.
 What message is being sent to teenage girls? Have a discussion with your classmates, writing 

down one or two of the comments expressed. Remember: Be respectful of others when 
expressing opinions.
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Activity 6: Sexist advertisements
In this activity, you will need to use the following key competencies: 

 thinking critically and reflecting on what you’ve learned

 using language, symbols and texts to interpret information

 managing self by acting independently and making decisions

 participating and contributing in class discussions.

The aim of this activity is to see how the media reinforce (or challenge) stereotypes that are 
prevalent in society as far as gender is concerned.

Have you seen any sexist advertisements in the city or town, or near where you live, or maybe 
on television or in the printed media? Collect examples of such advertisements, either by taking 
pictures of them or cutting them out of a newspaper or magazine. Once you have collected/
recorded one or two advertisements, print/paste them in the space provided below. You can have a 
discussion with your classmates about the advertisement(s) you have found.
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Feminism
In different cultures, women challenge the existing cultural and 
gender norms. The Western world in the 1960s and 1970s saw 
an increase in women speaking out against gender inequality.

Germaine Greer became a spokesperson for the feminist 
movement in Britain, Australia, America and New Zealand. In her 
book The Female Eunuch, Greer argues that change:

‘Had to come through revolution, not evolution.’

Targeting beauty competitions was one aspect of feminist 
campaigns; such targeting still continues today, although in 
some countries it is because of religious rather than feminist 
concerns. Some beauty competitions had to cut their swimsuit 
sections or move the competitions away to another country 
altogether. The picture below was taken when protestors 
targeted the Atlantic City, USA beauty pageant in 1968, the 
protestors likening the pageant to a cattle auction.

Nowadays many people, and not just feminists, 
question the practice of beauty pageants for 
children. Opponents point out the ever-increasing 
levels of sexuality for young girls in these 
pageants.

Beauty pageants for children have always been 
popular, and in today’s world things are really no 
different. Some see such pageants as building the 
confidence of the young participants, whilst others 
are of the opinion that they breed narcissism 
(intense self-love).

Opponents say beauty competitions teach 
young children that only their physical attributes 
are important. Some also believe that when 

participants reach their teenage years and experience normal 
teenage challenges like acne, they may develop serious 
emotional problems as their physical appearance is not what it 
used to be when they were pre-teens.

Proponents (those who favour beauty pageants) believe that the 
pageants give young girls the opportunity to be a princess for a 
short while and have ‘a bit of harmless fun’.

eunuch: a man who worked 
in a harem, looking after the 
women; such a man had his 
testicles removed to protect 
the women.

Defaced 1970s billboard

Presumably a woman scribbled 
a defiant message on the 
billboard!
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Activity 7: Perspectives on child beauty pageants
In this activity, you will need to use the following key competencies: 

 thinking critically and reflecting on what you know

 using language, symbols and texts to interpret information

 managing self by working independently

 participating and contributing in discussions.

1. The picture is of a US child beauty pageant participant. 

a. What is your view on beauty pageants for children? Have a discussion or a debate between 
class members.

b. How does this cultural activity impact on society? What does it say about our values and 
how we see girls/women?

2. Extension activity: Students do research on beauty pageants in Venezuela, where beauty and 
beauty pageants are an obsession for many people. Report your findings back to class.

3. Discussion point: Do beauty competitions demean/diminish women? Be mindful of different 
views and communicate your views respectfully.
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