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LEVEL 2 SPEAKING Internally assessed

 Analysing speeches
Audience and purpose
As with any text, the content (what is said) and the form (how it is said) exist in a context that includes audience 
and purpose. These elements all combine to arrive at meaning. Everyday, conversational speech is characterised 
by fi llers (ums and ahs), repetition, incomplete sentences, and abrupt changes in syntax and topic. By contrast, 
crafted and controlled oral texts are clearly structured, and include an array of language techniques. Crafted 
speaking in varying contexts can be used to persuade, infl uence, inform, entertain, debate, celebrate and 
commemorate. Oratory can be a powerful tool to unite people: public fi gures or people in leadership look 
to unite people in a particular cause, or to persuade people to make a change. Communicating your well-
constructed views confi dently is an important life skill that is worthwhile developing. 

meaning

audience

purpose

content form

When considering any oral text, these questions are key:
• What is the purpose for the speech or talk? 
• Who is the audience?

The answers to these questions will in large part determine many of the elements and techniques chosen for the 
oral presentation.

Copy correctly
Up to 3% of a workbook
Copying or scanning from ESA workbooks 
is subject to the NZ Copyright Act which 
limits copying to 3% of this workbook.
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 Audience and purpose
There are many variables when considering the level of formality for communicating with others. Many prepared 
and formal speeches have informal elements – in fact, these are often used consciously for rhetorical effect. 
Positioning the audience is a key factor, and often a speaker tries to emphasise the connections and things they 
have in common.
1. List fi ve situations in which someone might be required to deliver an oral presentation.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.
2. Rank the situations you wrote down for your brainstorm from least formal to most formal.

 My rank order by number is 
3. Rank the following situations from least formal to most formal: 

a. A 21st birthday speech 
b. The captain’s speech to a team before a match
c. An election speech for student BOT representative
d. A parliamentary debate 
e. A seminar to your classmates.

 My rank order by number 
4. Complete the following table by fi lling in the audience and purpose for each type of oral text.

Oral Text Audience Purpose

1. A speech given at your 
parents’ 25th wedding 
anniversary

2. A eulogy for a friend who 
has died

3. A report on a project you are 
involved in as part of your 
job in the workplace

4. A seminar on gender 
inequality at school 

5. A welcome given to a 
visiting sports team

Answers
p. 41 
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Oral language features
In many of the tasks that follow you will need to know the terminology to describe techniques often used in 
crafted and controlled speaking. Many will be familiar to you from other contexts.

Read through and use the following list for reference. Please note that this is not an exhaustive list, but a 
reference of some of the language features more commonly used in crafted oral texts. 

alliteration
Repetition of the same sound beginning several words in sequence. 

Example: ‘Let us go forth to lead the land we love.’ – J.F. Kennedy

analogy
Compares the subject to something completely different. It provides insight into the 
subject and allows the reader to draw a comparison between the two things being 
compared.

anaphora

The repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive phrases, clauses or 
lines.

Example: ‘We shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end. We shall fight 

in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing 

confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island, whatever 

the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing 

grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills. 

We shall never surrender.’ – Sir Winston Churchill

anecdote
A personal story to allow the audience to identify with the speaker, or to illustrate a 
point.

antistrophe

Repetition of the same word or phrase at the end of successive clauses.

Example: ‘In 1931, ten years ago, Japan invaded Manchukuo – without warning. 

In 1935, Italy invaded Ethiopia – without warning. In 1938, Hitler occupied 

Austria – without warning. In 1939, Hitler invaded Czechoslovakia – without 

warning. Later in 1939, Hitler invaded Poland – without warning. And now Japan 

has attacked Malaya and Thailand – and the United States – without warning.’ – 
Franklin D. Roosevelt

antithesis

Opposition, or contrast of ideas or words in a balanced or parallel construction.

Example: ‘Extremism in defense of liberty is no vice, moderation in the pursuit of 

justice is no virtue.’ – Barry Goldwater

apostrophe

A sudden turn from the general audience to address a specifi c group, or person, or 
personifi ed abstraction – absent or present.

Example: ‘For Brutus, as you know, was Caesar’s angel.

Judge, O ye Gods, how dearly Caesar loved him.’ – Shakespeare, Julius Caesar

cause-and-effect 
analysis

The explanation of why something happened or what its consequences were or will 
be.

chronology
Using specifi c fi gures and facts from the past to help to achieve depth within a topic. 
It also helps to support the point you are discussing whilst still being relevant to the 
topic at hand. 

claims
What the writer of the argument in the speech is trying to prove; the conclusion of an 
argument. Claims are supported with reasons.
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climax

Arrangement of words, phrases, or clauses in an order of ascending power. Often the last 
emphatic word in one phrase or clause is repeated as the fi rst emphatic word of the next.

Example: ‘One equal temper of heroic hearts,

made weak by time and fate, but strong in will

to strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.’ (Alfred Lord Tennyson, Ulysses)

comparison and 
contrast

The identifi cation of similarities (comparison) and differences (contrast) between two or 
more subjects.

concession In an argument, an acknowledgement of the merits of the opposition’s position.

concrete language

Words that refer to objects, persons, places or conditions that can be perceived with 
the senses.

Example: ‘The smell of justice lingered in the court room.’

connotation
An association called upon by a word that is beyond its dictionary defi nition.

Example: ‘We are yet green in knowledge.’

direct address
The speaker talks directly to the audience with statements or questions.

Example: ‘But know this, fellow citizens – your demands will be met.’

emotive language

Language with connotations used to appeal directly to our emotion; language use and 
word choice aimed at stirring emotions.

Example: ‘Our country is at war, against a vast network of violence and hatred.’

greeting

An acknowledgement of the audience. This can include specifi c mention of any 
dignitaries and guests of honour.

Example: ‘Good afternoon fellow students and a special welcome to our 

adjudicator, Mrs Jones.’

hyperbole

Exaggeration for emphasis or for rhetorical effect.

Example: ‘We will harness the sun and the winds and the soil to fuel our cars and 

run our factories.’ (Barack Obama)

imperative

A command or directive verb form.

Example: ‘Above all, throughout this journey, offer those affected your love. Know 

that your humanity is more powerful than any act of nature.’ (John Key)

irony

An expression of something which is contrary to the intended meaning; the words say 
one thing but mean another. It may be said in a sarcastic tone.

Example: ‘Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; and Brutus is an honourable man.’ 
(Shakespeare, Julius Caesar)

juxtaposition

Placing words or viewpoints side by side or close to each other for the purpose of 
comparison and contrast.

‘Content makes poor men rich; discontent makes rich men poor.’ (Benjamin Franklin)

listing

A list of phrases building to a climax or anti-climax as a conclusion; listing reasons to 
justify an argument; listing to highlight the extent of an issue or idea.

Example: ‘For us, they fought and died, in places like Concord and Gettysburg; 

Normandy and Khe Sahn.’ (Barack Obama)
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metaphor

Implied comparison achieved through a fi gurative use of words; the word is used not 
in its literal sense, but in a symbolic sense.

Example: ‘From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has 

descended across the continent.’ (W. Churchill)

parallel structures

Parallel constructions are just that: parallel. Nouns line up with nouns, verbs line up 
with verbs.

Example: ‘Let us be English or let us be French, but above all let us be Canadians.’ 
(Sir John A. MacDonald)

personal pronouns 
which exclude

The use of they, them to create a sense of exclusion and tension.

Example: ‘They do not have your best interests at heart – they are the problem, 

not the solution.’

personal pronouns 
which include

The use of we, us, you to create a sense of inclusion and shared experience.

Example: ‘I stand here today humbled by the task before us, grateful for the trust you 

have bestowed, mindful of the sacrifices borne by our ancestors.’ (Barack Obama)

quotation

Borrowing sections of speech or text directly from another source.

Example: As Kennedy so eloquently said: ‘Ask not what your country can do for 

you, but what you can do for your country.’

repetition

A repeated word, phrase or sentence structure reinforces an idea and gives it added 
weight in the argument.

Example: ‘Many people have lost their lives. Families have lost their cherished 

loved ones. Mates have lost their mates.’ (John Key)

rhetoric The use of speech to persuade, infl uence or entertain.

rhetorical question

A question the answer to which is obvious or obviously desired. It is used for effect, 
emphasis or provocation, or for drawing a conclusion from the facts at hand. 

Example: ‘For if we lose the ability to perceive our faults, what is the good of living 

on?’

rule of three
Good speeches are peppered with lists with three items for maximum memorability. 

Example: ‘Blood, sweat and tears’ (General Patton)

sibilance

Repetition of the s sound for effect.

Example: ‘To those who cling to power through corruption and deceit and the 

silencing of dissent, know that you are on the wrong side of history.’ (Barack Obama)

simile
A comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’ (sometimes seems less decisive than the direct metaphor).

Example: ‘Our community is like a never-ending circle of friends.’

statistics

Mathematical or numerical data to support a point.

Example: ‘Half a century ago there were a million black farmers in the US. Now 

there are 1800.’ (Anita Roddick)
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 Oral language features in famous speeches 
Below is a table containing quotations from famous speeches throughout history. Read each quote and the 
context of the speech. In the space provided, identify at least one oral language feature in each quote, and 
discuss the effect on the audience. Challenge yourself to fi nd more than one feature!

Speaker Quote Context
Language feature and 

effectiveness

Queen Elizabeth I 
(1588)

‘I know I have the body of a 

weak and feeble woman; but 

I have the heart and stomach 

of a king, and of a king of 

England, too …’

Queen Elizabeth I to her 
troops at Tilbury. She 
was bracing England for 
war against the Spanish 
Armada.

Sir Winston 
Churchill (1940)

‘You ask, what is our aim? I 

can answer in one word. It is 

victory! Victory at all costs! 

Victory in spite of all terrors. 

Victory, however long and 

hard the road may be, for 

without victory there is no 

survival.’

An address given to 
the House of Commons 
three days after his 
election as the British 
Prime Minister, about 
the formation of a war 
cabinet to deal with the 
war on Germany.

Martin Luther 
King Jnr (1963)

‘But one hundred years later, 

the Negro is still not free. 

One hundred years later, the 

life of the Negro is still sadly 

crippled by the manacles of 

segregation and the chains of 

discrimination. One hundred 

years later, the Negro lives 

on an island of poverty in 

the midst of a vast ocean of 

material prosperity.’

Martin Luther King 
Jnr‘s famous ‘I have 
a dream’ speech was 
delivered to 250 000 
civil rights supporters 
in Washington against 
the backdrop of racial 
prejudice in the USA 
and is credited with 
prompting the 1964 
Civil Rights Act.

Nelson Mandela 
(1964)

‘I have cherished the ideal of a 

democratic and free society in 

which all persons live together 

in harmony with equal 

opportunities. It is an ideal for 

which I am prepared to die.’

This is from the ‘I am 
the fi rst accused’ speech 
Mandela gave in his 
own defence, accused 
of plotting violent 
revolution. Mandela 
became President of 
South Africa in 1994 
after his release from 
prison and the abolition 
of apartheid.

Answers
p.  41
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David Lange 
(1985)

‘The weapon simply has its 

own relentless logic, and it 

is inhuman. It is the logic 

of escalation, the logic 

of the arms race. Nuclear 

weapons make us insecure, 

and to compensate for our 

insecurity we build and deploy 

more nuclear weapons. We 

know that we are seized by 

irrationality – and every now 

and then some new generation 

technology comes in, the 

argument for which is that 

it will cause us to draw back 

from the nuclear precipice.’

New Zealand Prime 
Minister David Lange 
took part in a debate 
at the Oxford Union 
in England on the 
proposition that ‘nuclear 
weapons are morally 
indefensible’. The Oxford 
Union debate focused 
international attention 
on New Zealand’s strong 
anti-nuclear stance.

John Key 
(2010)

‘New Zealand is a small 

country. A country where we 

are all our brother’s keeper. So 

to lose this many brothers at 

once strikes an agonising blow. 

Today, all New Zealanders 

grieve for these men. We are a 

nation in mourning. Where this 

morning we held on to hope, 

we must now make way for 

sorrow.’

Prime Minister John Key 
addressing the New 
Zealand public after 
the horrifi c explosions 
at Pike River on New 
Zealand’s West Coast. 

Emma Watson
(2014)

‘I started questioning gender-

based assumptions a long 

time ago. When I was 8, I was 

confused for being called 

bossy because I wanted to 

direct the plays that we would 

put on for our parents, but the 

boys were not. When at 14, 

I started to be sexualised by 

certain elements of the media. 

When at 15, my girlfriends 

started dropping out of 

sports teams because they 

didn’t want to appear muscly. 

When at 18, my male friends 

were unable to express their 

feelings.’

British actor and 
Goodwill Ambassador 
for UN Women, Emma 
Watson, gave an 
important, and moving 
speech about gender 
inequality and how to 
fi ght it. In doing so, she 
launched the HeForShe 
initiative, which aims 
to get men and boys to 
pledge to join the fi ght 
for gender equality.
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Barack Obama 
(2015)

‘But it would be a betrayal of 

everything Reverend Pinckney 

stood for, I believe, if we 

allowed ourselves to slip 

into a comfortable silence 

again.  Once the eulogies 

have been delivered, once the 

TV cameras move on, to go 

back to business as usual – 

that’s what we so often do to 

avoid uncomfortable truths 

about the prejudice that still 

infects our society. To settle 

for symbolic gestures without 

following up with the hard 

work of more lasting change 

– that’s how we lose our way 

again.’  

Remarks by the US 
President in a eulogy 
for the Honorable 
Reverend Clementa 
Pinckney at the College 
of Charleston in South 
Carolina. Reverend 
Pinckney and other 
victims were shot and 
killed in their church 
by a white supremacist 
who hoped to start a 
race war.

 Examining oral language features
Extract 1: US President Barack Obama’s Inaugural Address, 20 January 2009

Read the speech extract that follows. 
Underline or highlight an oral language 
feature in each paragraph. Use the right-
hand margin to annotate the speech with 
notes about the effectiveness of the oral 
language features used to reach the target 
audience. The fi rst feature has been done as 
an example.

Speech Oral language feature

My fellow citizens:

I stand here today humbled by the task before us, grateful 
for the trust you have bestowed, mindful of the sacrifi ces 
borne by our ancestors. I thank President Bush for his 
service to our nation, as well as the generosity and 
cooperation he has shown throughout this transition.

Inclusive use of ‘fellow’ and personal 

pronouns ‘us’ and ‘our’ to ensure he reaches 

all voters and reminds everyone that they 

live in the same country, which he now leads.

Answers
p.  42

An electoral campaign highlights differences and divisions in 
attempts to persuade voters one way or another. Against this 
highly charged background, the successful candidate must seek 
to lead both those who voted for and those who voted against 
them. In his inauguration speech on 20 January 2009, US President 
Barack Obama spoke to ‘an America in crisis’ and was careful to 
include those who did not vote for him. He also understood the 
international interest in his appointment.
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Forty-four Americans have now taken the presidential 
oath. The words have been spoken during rising tides 
of prosperity and the still waters of peace. Yet, every 
so often the oath is taken amidst gathering clouds and 
raging storms.  At these moments, America has carried on 
not simply because of the skill or vision of those in high 
offi ce, but because We the People have remained faithful 
to the ideals of our forebears, and true to our founding 
documents.

So it has been. So it must be with this generation of 
Americans. 

That we are in the midst of crisis is now well understood. 
Our nation is at war, against a far-reaching network of 
violence and hatred. Our economy is badly weakened, a 
consequence of greed and irresponsibility on the part of 
some, but also our collective failure to make hard choices 
and prepare the nation for a new age. Homes have been 
lost; jobs shed; businesses shuttered. Our health care is 
too costly; our schools fail too many; and each day brings 
further evidence that the ways we use energy strengthen 
our adversaries and threaten our planet. 

These are the indicators of crisis, subject to data and 
statistics. Less measurable but no less profound is a 
sapping of confi dence across our land – a nagging fear 
that America’s decline is inevitable, and that the next 
generation must lower its sights.

Today I say to you that the challenges we face are real. 
They are serious and they are many. They will not be met 
easily or in a short span of time. But know this, America – 
they will be met.

On this day, we gather because we have chosen hope 
over fear, unity of purpose over confl ict and discord.

On this day, we come to proclaim an end to the petty 
grievances and false promises, the recriminations and worn-
out dogmas, that for far too long have strangled our politics.

We remain a young nation, but in the words of Scripture, 
the time has come to set aside childish things. The time has 
come to reaffi rm our enduring spirit; to choose our better 
history; to carry forward that precious gift, that noble idea, 
passed on from generation to generation: the God-given 
promise that all are equal, all are free, and all deserve a 
chance to pursue their full measure of happiness. 

[… continued …]
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For we know that our patchwork heritage is a strength, not 
a weakness. We are a nation of Christians and Muslims, 
Jews and Hindus – and non-believers. We are shaped by 
every language and culture, drawn from every end of this 
Earth; and because we have tasted the bitter swill of civil 
war and segregation, and emerged from that dark chapter 
stronger and more united, we cannot help but believe that 
the old hatreds shall someday pass; that the lines of tribe 
shall soon dissolve; that as the world grows smaller, our 
common humanity shall reveal itself; and that America 
must play its role in ushering in a new era of peace.

To the Muslim world, we seek a new way forward, based 
on mutual interest and mutual respect. To those leaders 
around the globe who seek to sow confl ict, or blame their 
society’s ills on the West – know that your people will 
judge you on what you can build, not what you destroy. 
To those who cling to power through corruption and 
deceit and the silencing of dissent, know that you are on 
the wrong side of history; but that we will extend a hand 
if you are willing to unclench your fi st.

To the people of poor nations, we pledge to work 
alongside you to make your farms fl ourish and let clean 
waters fl ow; to nourish starved bodies and feed hungry 
minds. And to those nations like ours that enjoy relative 
plenty, we say we can no longer afford indifference to the 
suffering outside our borders; nor can we consume the 
world’s resources without regard to effect. For the world 
has changed, and we must change with it.

[… continued]

Source: http://www.chicagotribune.com/chi-obama-speech-090120-story.html Accessed 9 November 2012

Extract 2: Tahu Potiki’s commentary on oratory style

On Obama’s re-election in 2012, Tahu Potiki made some pertinent observations in an opinion piece. Potiki 
contrasts Obama’s oratory with the approach in Aotearoa, and points out some of the features of different modes 
of oratory in our culture.

Read the extract and in your own words, list the differences between the two different styles in the table provided.

‘Obama’s incredible charismatic force’, by Tahu Potiki

 […]

Without a doubt, his oratorical skills are sublime. Despite all the knowledge we carry about his previous term, 
the struggle to deliver on his promises, and the balloon of hope so obviously defl ated, he has still managed to 
bring me back across the line once again with his victory speech.

He uses simple but dramatic language delivered with ease, ‘We have fought our way back. [pause] We have 
picked ourselves up.’
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 ANSWERS

 

 Audience and purpose (page 2)
1. Five possible situations: 

a. As a school leader addressing assembly.

b. At a family event, to welcome people and speak about the guest of honour.

c. At a friend’s birthday, to welcome people, propose a toast, speak about the friend.

d. At a funeral, to speak about the person who has passed on.

e. At a sports competition, to rally the team.

2. Student response

3. A possible rank order by number: b; a; e; c; d

4. Oral Text Audience Purpose

1. A speech given at your parents’ 25th 
wedding anniversary

Friends of your parents and family members To congratulate your parents and entertain 
people with shared memories

2. A eulogy for a friend who has died Friends and family of the deceased To share your sympathies and the memories 
of your friend

3. A report on a project you are involved in 
as part of your job in the workplace

Your employer and other workers involved To inform them about the progress of the 
project in detail

4. A seminar on gender inequality at school Your fellow students To persuade them of your point of view on 
the issue

5. A welcome given to a visiting sports team Your team and the opposition To welcome them in a friendly manner

 Oral language features in famous speeches (page 6)

Speaker Quote Context Language feature and effectiveness

Queen Elizabeth I 
(1588)

‘I know I have the body of a weak and 

feeble woman; but I have the heart and 

stomach of a king, and of a king of 

England, too …’

Queen Elizabeth I to her troops at 
Tilbury. She was bracing England for 
war against the Spanish Armada.

Using first-person pronoun, the Queen 
emphasised her courage to face the 
challenge. The juxtaposition of ‘woman’ 
and ‘king’ emphasises that in spite of the 
physical weakness of her gender, she has 
the manly spirit of an English warrior.

Sir Winston Churchill 
(1940)

‘You ask, what is our aim? I can answer 

in one word. It is victory! Victory at all 

costs! Victory in spite of all terrors. Victory, 

however long and hard the road may be, 

for without victory there is no survival.’

An address given to the House 
of Commons three days after his 
election as the British Prime Minister, 
about the formation of a war cabinet 
to deal with the war on Germany.

The repetition of the word ‘victory’ 
fi ve times emphasises Churchill’s 
determination to ensure they win the 
war.

Martin Luther King Jnr 
(1963)

‘But one hundred years later, the Negro is 

still not free. One hundred years later, the 

life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by 

the manacles of segregation and the chains 

of discrimination. One hundred years later, 

the Negro lives on an island of poverty 

in the midst of a vast ocean of material 

prosperity.’

Martin Luther King Jnr’s famous ‘I 
have a dream’ speech was delivered 
to 250 000 civil rights supporters in 
Washington against the backdrop 
of racial prejudice in the USA and is 
credited with prompting the 1964 
Civil Rights Act.

The use of anaphora in ‘one hundred 
years later’ emphasises that in spite of 
the great length of time that has passed, 
Negroes still suffer because of racism.

Emotive language such as ‘sadly crippled 
by the manacles’ emphasises their 
suffering.

Powerful metaphors show the enormous 
extent of the inequality: ‘island of poverty 
… vast ocean of … prosperity’.
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Nelson Mandela 
(1964)

‘I have cherished the ideal of a democratic 

and free society in which all persons 

live together in harmony with equal 

opportunities. It is an ideal for which I am 

prepared to die.’

This is from the ‘I am the fi rst 
accused’ speech Mandela gave in 
his own defence, accused of plotting 
violent revolution. Mandela became 
President of South Africa in 1994 
after his release from prison and the 
abolition of apartheid.

The repetition of ‘ideal’ emphasises the 
importance of this value to Mandela.

Emotive language such as ‘cherished’; 
‘free’; ‘harmony’; ‘equal’ and ‘die’ arouse 
sympathy.

David Lange 
(1985)

‘The weapon simply has its own relentless 

logic, and it is inhuman. It is the logic 

of escalation, the logic of the arms race. 

Nuclear weapons make us insecure, and to 

compensate for our insecurity we build and 

deploy more nuclear weapons. We know 

that we are seized by irrationality – and 

every now and then some new generation 

technology comes in, the argument for 

which is that it will cause us to draw back 

from the nuclear precipice.’

New Zealand Prime Minister David 
Lange took part in a debate at the 
Oxford Union in England on the 
proposition that ‘nuclear weapons 
are morally indefensible’. The Oxford 
Union debate focused international 
attention on New Zealand’s strong 
anti-nuclear stance.

Claim about the weapon’s ‘relentless 
logic’ and reasons listed for that logic.

Inclusive personal pronoun ’we’ involves 
all those listening. 

Metaphor ‘nuclear precipice’ emphasises 
the danger.

John Key 
(2010)

‘New Zealand is a small country. A country 

where we are all our brother’s keeper. So to 

lose this many brothers at once strikes an 

agonising blow. Today, all New Zealanders 

grieve for these men. We are a nation in 

mourning. Where this morning we held 

on to hope, we must now make way for 

sorrow.’

Prime Minister John Key addressing 
the New Zealand public after the 
horrifi c explosions at Pike River on 
New Zealand’s West Coast. 

Inclusive personal pronoun ‘we’ involves 
all New Zealanders. 

Emotive language ‘lose … agonising … 
hope … sorrow’ evokes sympathy for the 
victims and their families.

Juxtaposition of ‘hope’ and ‘sorrow’ 
emphasises the loss.

Emma Watson
(2014)

‘I started questioning gender-based 

assumptions a long time ago. When I was 

8, I was confused for being called bossy 

because I wanted to direct the plays that 

we would put on for our parents, but the 

boys were not. When at 14, I started to 

be sexualised by certain elements of the 

media. When at 15, my girlfriends started 

dropping out of sports teams because they 

didn’t want to appear muscly. When at 18, 

my male friends were unable to express 

their feelings.’

British actor and Goodwill 
Ambassador for UN Women, Emma 
Watson, gave an important, and 
moving speech about gender 
inequality and how to fi ght it. 
In doing so, she launched the 
HeForShe initiative, which aims to 
get men and boys to pledge to join 
the fi ght for gender equality.

Watson uses a personal anecdote 
about gender inequality to connect 
with the audience. She lists examples 
in chronological order of how she 
experienced gender issues while growing 
up. 

Barack Obama 
(2015)

‘But it would be a betrayal of everything 

Reverend Pinckney stood for, I believe, 

if we allowed ourselves to slip into a 

comfortable silence again.  Once the 

eulogies have been delivered, once the TV 

cameras move on, to go back to business 

as usual – that’s what we so often do to 

avoid uncomfortable truths about the 

prejudice that still infects our society. 

To settle for symbolic gestures without 

following up with the hard work of more 

lasting change – that’s how we lose our 

way again.’  

Remarks by the US President in a 
eulogy for the Honorable Reverend 
Clementa Pinckney at the College 
of Charleston in South Carolina. 
Reverend Pinckney and other victims 
were shot and killed in their church 
by a white supremacist who hoped 
to start a race war.

Metaphor – ‘infects’ to show how the 
disease of prejudice has not been cured.

Repetition of ‘that’s …’ preceded by a 
pause (the dash) places emphasis on the 
importance of the next comment.

 Examining oral language features (page 8)
Extract 1
My fellow citizens: inclusive greeting

I stand here today humbled by the task before us, grateful for the trust you 
have bestowed, mindful of the sacrifi ces borne by our ancestors. rule of three 
I thank President Bush for his service to our nation, as well as the generosity 
and cooperation he has shown throughout this transition.

Forty-four Americans have now taken the presidential oath. The words have 
been spoken during rising tides of prosperity and the still waters of peace. 

metaphor Yet, every so often the oath is taken amidst gathering clouds and 
raging storms. juxtaposition At these moments, America has carried on not 
simply because of the skill or vision of those in high offi ce, but because We 
the People allusion to the constitution have remained faithful to the ideals of 
our forebears, and true to our founding documents. alliteration of f sound

So it has been. So it must be with this generation of Americans. anaphora, 
emphasising continuation from past to present of same ideals

That we fi rst person plural pronoun to include are in the midst of crisis is 
now well understood. Our nation is at war, against a far-reaching compound 
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