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LEVEL 2 INDEPENDENT READING Internally assessed

Copy correctly
Up to 3% of a workbook
Copying or scanning from ESA workbooks is 
subject to the NZ Copyright Act which limits 
copying to 3% of this workbook.

 Refl ect
Our reading experiences shape who we are by giving us insights into other worlds. We actively engage with 
characters, events and issues and fi nd ourselves thinking about our own lives, values and beliefs as a result. 

Refl ecting on the material you read, therefore, enables you to think more deeply, make connections and 
consider a range of viewpoints. You also get to admire the craft of the writers who have created these worlds 
for you to delve into.

Refl ect 1
Refl ect on your reading and viewing patterns over the past year 
by fi lling the reading chart below with the six texts that were your 
favourites. Rank them in the title column, with ‘1’ being your best one 
of the year and fi ll in the details. Remember that texts can be written, 
visual or oral.

Title, rank 
number and 
type of text 

An idea that 
grabbed my 
attention and why

Characters or 
people in the text I 
related to and why

What the text 
made me think 
deeply about

An unusual or 
intriguing aspect I 
liked

Note: ‘Read’ in an English programme 
includes the whole range of texts you 
might read, view or listen to. It implies 
that you are studying something very 
closely and extracting meaning from it.

continued on next page
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Title, rank 
number and 
type of text 
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Title, rank 
number and 
type of text 

An idea that 
grabbed my 
attention and why

Characters or 
people in the text I 
related to and why

What the text 
made me think 
deeply about

An unusual or 
intriguing aspect I 
liked

Refl ect 2
1. When you have completed your list, look back at it: what do you notice?

a. What are the similarities in your favourites?

continued on next page

L2 Inde Reading LWB.indb   3L2 Inde Reading LWB.indb   3 1/18/16   2:49 PM1/18/16   2:49 PM



4  Achievement Standard 91106 (English 2.9)

© ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd  –  ISBN 978-0-908315-64-2  Copying or scanning from ESA workbooks is limited to 3% under the NZ Copyright Act.

b. Is there a pattern of genre? Text type? Place of origin? Gender of the author/director? Ethnicity of the 
author/director?

c. Which texts are at an appropriate level for Year 12 English assessment and why?

2. Write three to fi ve reading goals based on an analysis of your reading chart. Think about challenging yourself 
to extend your reading (if you need to) by selecting a text that:
• challenges you or is more complex than you usually read
• connects to your literature studies in class
• is from an unfamiliar genre, such as science fi ction
• is from a different cultural perspective or country
• is a different text type from those you usually read, such as poetry or podcasts.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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5.

 Select
When selecting your texts, you need to consider not only your own interests but also the suitability and quality 
of the texts. One guideline to follow is to consider whether the texts have won awards.

The quality question
While top-selling titles are, by defi nition, popular and successful in terms of sales, they are not necessarily 
outstanding in their literary achievement, just as a Hollywood blockbuster may or may not be a groundbreaking 
and meaningful fi lm. When you select your texts, check with your teacher, the librarian or online. Here is a list of 
typical awards given, including names of fi lm festivals that feature more thought-provoking fi lms. 

Literary awards for written texts in English
• The Man Booker prize, awarded to an English language novel
• The Pulitzer Prize for Fiction (USA)
• YALSA Book Awards and Media Lists (Young Adult Library Services Association in the USA)
• National Book Awards, Young People’s Literature (USA)
• The Carnegie Medal for Children and Young Adult Books (UK)
• The Guardian Fiction Prize for Children and Young Adult Books (UK) 
• The New Zealand Post Book Awards for Children and Young Adults 
• Australian Children and Young Adult Book Awards
• Film festivals and awards
• Toronto Film Festival
• Sundance Film Festival
• Cannes Film Festival
• New Zealand Film Awards
• The Academy Awards (the Oscars) (USA)
• The Golden Globe Awards (USA)
• The BAFTA Awards (UK)

The quality question 
Research the texts listed below, which have won awards. Answer each focusing question.

Novels
1. The Changeover by Margaret Mahy (a New Zealander) won the Carnegie Medal in 1984.

a. What other book awards did it win?

b. What genre is the book? 
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c. What is the book about?   

d. What did reviewers say about the book? Write at least one quote.  

e. Would you read it? Why/why not? 

2. Northern Lights by Philip Pullman won the Carnegie Medal in 1995.
a. What other book award did it win?

b. What genre is the book? 

c. What is the book about?   

d. What did reviewers say about the book? Write at least one quote.  

e. Would you read it? Why/why not? 
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3. The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman won the Carnegie Medal in 2010.
a. What other book awards did it win?

b. What genre is the book? 

c. What is the book about?   

d. What did reviewers say about the book? Write at least one quote.  

e. Would you read it? Why/why not? 

Films
1. Bend it Like Beckham directed by Gurinder Chadha won a range of international awards between 2002 and 

2004.
a. What awards did it win?

b. What genre is the fi lm? 

c. What is the fi lm about?   
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d. What did reviewers say about the fi lm? Write at least one quote.  

e. Would you watch it? Why/why not? 

2. Winter’s Bone directed by Debra Granik won a range of international awards in 2010. 
a. What awards did it win?

b. What genre is the fi lm? 

c. What is the fi lm about?   

d. What did reviewers say about the fi lm? Write at least one quote.  

e. Would you watch it? Why/why not? 
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3. Boy directed by Taika Waititi won a range of local New Zealand and international fi lm awards in 2010.
a. What awards did it win?

b. What genre is the fi lm? 

c. What is the fi lm about?   

d. What did reviewers say about the fi lm? Write at least one quote.  

e. Would you watch it? Why/why not? 

Song lyrics
1. ‘Royals’ by Lorde (a New Zealander) won the New Zealand APRA Silver Scrolls Award in 2013.

a. What other awards did it win?

b. What type of song is it? 

c. What is the song about?   
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d. What did reviewers say about the song? Write at least one quote.  

e. Quote a section of the lyrics that you liked and explain why. 

Selecting your texts
Keeping in mind the quality question, select a list of texts that will help you meet your goals. Collect titles and 
recommendations from:
• your teacher  • your friends and family
• the school and local library • the internet (www.goodreads.com is a useful website)
• magazines and newspapers that publish reviews of books, fi lms and television programmes.

You need to enjoy the texts. Read or view the fi rst section in each case. You will fi nd ones you like!

The following lists provide a starting point for deciding on your selection. If the books are not available locally, 
check for e-book availability. Oral texts can be found as transcripts online.

Extended written texts
Note: Texts marked with an asterisk have also been made into fi lms.

Title Author Genre Country/gender

Baby No-Eyes Patricia Grace Speculative fi ction (Society and family) NZ Māori (female)

Bulibasha: King of the 
Gypsies Witi Ihimaera Fiction (Society and family) NZ Māori (male)

Dreamhunter (series) Elizabeth Knox Young adult fantasy NZ European (female)

The Changeover Margaret Mahy Young adult fantasy/horror NZ European (female)

Genesis (and others) Bernard Beckett Young adult science fi ction NZ European (male)

Northern Lights* (His 
Dark Materials series) Philip Pullman Young adult steampunk/fantasy British (male)

Keeper, The Penalty, 
Exposure, Othello Mal Peet Sport fi ction (football) British (male)

The Graveyard Neil Gaiman Young adult fantasy/horror British (male)

Noughts and Crosses 
(series)

Malorie 
Blackman Dystopian Science Fiction British (female)

The Boy in Striped 
Pyjamas* John Boyne World War 2 Fiction Irish (male)

L2 Inde Reading LWB.indb   10L2 Inde Reading LWB.indb   10 1/18/16   2:49 PM1/18/16   2:49 PM



Form developed personal responses to independently read texts, supported by evidence  55

© ESA Publications (NZ) Ltd  –  ISBN 978-0-908315-64-2  Copying or scanning from ESA workbooks is limited to 3% under the NZ Copyright Act.

 Sample answer for Quality thinking and writing 1
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

Novel

Date due: 17 March

Indicates emotional 
engagement.

I found The Secret Life of Bees to be a moving story. It 

was quite a simple story about a girl, Lily Owens, growing 

up, coming to terms with the circumstances of her life, 

and learning to love and accept herself. Lily becomes 

less naïve about the world – particularly the racism of 

the society she lives in. Lily realises she herself hasn’t 

been immune and has picked up her own prejudices, and 

we also see her on the receiving end. She becomes more 

independent, and also meets her fi rst boyfriend. Although 

parts of it were really sad, it was quite positive and 

uplifting overall. 

Shows own 
interpretation of 
the main ideas; 
summarised well. 

The story includes some details of what was going on at 

the time – names such as Malcolm X – and the details 

given made me want to fi nd out more about the fi ght 

for Civil Rights in the USA. For example, shocking events 

are conveyed when Lily and the others sit to watch 

the evening news on the television, and she lists ‘an 

integration parade in St. Augustine that got attacked

First main point of 
response about the 
setting.

Indicates emotional 
engagement 
with supporting 
evidence given 
from the novel.

Second main 
point of response 
about the bee 
analogy and the 
use of epigraphs 
commenting on 
the writer’s style 
as something 
interesting and 
unusual.

by a mob of white people, about white vigilante groups, 

fi re hoses, and teargas. We got all the totals. Three 

civil rights workers killed. Two bomb blasts. Three Negro 

students chased with ax handles’ (p. 109). This section 

made me curious, and I did some brief research, fi nding 

that St. Augustine is in Florida, and was an important 

place in the Civil Rights struggle, with peaceful protesters 

including Martin Luther King Jr and on the other extreme 

the Ku Klux Klan active in the city.

I thought the comparison that was made throughout 

the novel about human society being like bees was quite 

effective. Putting the epigraphs at the start of each 

chapter was a thought-provoking technique, some being 

more obscure than others. The fi rst epigraph – on reading 

again after having read the whole book – is interesting: 

taken from the book Man and Insects it reads, ‘The queen, 

for her part, is the unifying force of the community; if 

she is removed from the hive, the workers very quickly 

sense her absence. After a few hours, or even less, they 

show unmistakable signs of queenlessness’ (p. 1). Like any 

analogy, the comparison only goes so far. But I did like the 

layer of meaning that is added. I’d never really spent that 

much time thinking about bees and beehives before that.

Convincing details 
from beyond the 
text show own 
engagement with 
the unfamiliar 
setting.

Evidence supplied 
from the novel.

Convincing personal 
thoughts shared.
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Another interesting way that Monk Kidd added depth 

was her preoccupation with religion. I thought she was 

being quite irreverent, blasphemous even. And pushing 

the boundaries of traditional church rules with a lot 

of the rituals of the Daughters of Mary. Such as when 

they share ‘Mary’s honey cakes’ as if they are having 

communion. Also, May’s wailing wall comes from Jewish 

tradition: ‘So June and I came up with this idea of the 

wailing wall. [ …] Like they have in Jerusalem. The Jewish 

people go there to mourn. It’s a way for them to deal with 

their suffering. See, they write their prayers on scraps 

of paper and tuck them in the wall’ (p. 120). And both Lily 

and Rosaleen have ‘sacred items’ that they’ve collected. 

It’s quite a ‘pick and mix’ approach to faith. I think the 

author must be quite interested in challenging rules of 

religious authorities, and the idea of taking the parts 

that you like to make part of your own personal belief 

system. 

Third main point of 
response about the 
concern with religion.

Personal response 
and engagement 
evident.

Supporting evidence 
given from the novel.

Perceptive comments 
on the author’s 
views.

Further comments 
show appreciation 
of aspects of the 
novel.

I’d be interested in seeing the fi lm, although I’m not sure 

I’d like it. I suspect that some of the subtleties might 

get lost, like Lily’s narrative point of view, the bee parallel, 

and (as far as the cover of my book shows) the perfectly 

presented actors don’t match at all with the characters 

described in my book! 
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