
Dear Colleague: 

As we were getting ready to go to 
press in early February, the news was 
breaking about the severe earthquake and 
aftershocks in Turkey and Syria. Our hearts 
ache for all those dealing with this horrific 
natural disaster. 

 In the March issue, we talk about 
the Chinese surveillance balloon, ways 
to borrow money, filing income taxes, 
and some famous women. We hope this 
information drives a wealth of learning 
experiences and conversation practice. 
Have a great month!

Carol Brigham  

A mysterious balloon 
(pages 1 and 9)

The balloon that traversed the U.S. 
from late January until the first week in 
February created a lot of buzz. The article 
focuses mostly on facts of the balloon’s 
journey--where it went and when, what the 
U.S. said and did about it, and what China 
said about it. 

Preparation: As I am writing to you 
and preparing to go to press, this is still a 
very ongoing story. The U.S. government 
is collecting the wreckage and analyzing 
the pieces. Congress is calling for hearings 
to further investigate what happened. 
Relations between the U.S. and China are 
even more strained than they have been. 
Follow the news about the balloon. The 
U.S. government says that they will release 
some of the surveillance information that 
they find on the balloon’s technology. 
Their timeline for this right now is after 
we go to press. There is the potential 
for rich discussion among your students 
especially if they feel strongly about a 
country’s sovereignty and international 
law.  

Objectives: Students will tell when the 
balloon was first sighted. They will be able 
to tell when it crossed into Canada and 
then back into the U.S. They will be able 
to tell why the military waited to shoot it 
down and where and when they eventually 
did shoot it down.

 Procedures: Start by asking students 

if they have heard anything about the 
balloon that flew over the U.S. They may 
not have heard anything from the news, 
but there was a lot about it on social media 
and comedy shows. Saturday Night Live 
did segments on it and there were many 
different posts about it on Facebook and 
Instagram. Ask questions such as: What 
have you heard about the balloon that 
flew over the U.S. in February? Where 
did the balloon come from? What did 
the U.S. government say the balloon was 
doing? What did China say the balloon 
was doing? Where did the balloon go? 
What happened to the balloon? If it is 
appropriate for the level of your group, 
have a discussion about how countries 
interact with each other. 

Borrowing money (pages 1 and 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the reasons people would borrow money. 
They will be able to list the types of loans. 
They will be able to identify loans that are 
dangerous and should be avoided.  

Procedures: Start by finding out if 
anyone has ever borrowed something 
before. If they say yes, find out what they 
borrowed. Ask questions such as: Have you 
ever borrowed something? What did you 
borrow? Did you need to do anything extra 
for the person when you gave it back (i.e. 
interest when you borrow money from a 
bank)? When did you have to give it back?   

Read the article together or in groups-- 
whatever way works best for your class. 
Ask questions such as: What type of loan 
do you get to pay for a house? What type 
of loan do you get to pay for school? What 
type of loan do you get to pay for a car? 
What is interest? What is a down payment? 
What is a payday loan? What is a title 
loan? Why should you avoid these types of 
loans?   

Events in March (pages 2 and 3)

Calendar: Elicit from your students any 
special days celebrated in their countries 
in March. Also, ask who has a birthday, 
anniversary, or other celebration in March. 
What school events will take place in 
March? Have students write these directly 
on a blank calendar. 

Talk about the phrase, March comes 

in like a lion and goes out like a lamb. 
Have students take note of the weather on 
the first few days of March. Is it like a 
lion? Or a lamb? In what ways? Note the 
weather the last days of March so you can 
see if the old saying was true this year.

Women’s History Month:  Ask 
questions such as: Are there customs about 
men and women in your country that are 
different from the U.S.? In your family, 
who does these jobs: shop for food? take 
care of young children? clean the house? 
cook? take out the garbage? work in the 
yard? bring home a paycheck? handle 
the family’s money? Have your family’s 
customs changed since you came to the 
U.S.? 

Read Across America Day: Ask students 
how many books they have read in their 
own language this year. Stress that reading 
either in English or their own language is a 
great builder for concepts and vocabulary. 
On March 2, choose a short story to read to 
the class. (A Dr. Seuss book may be a good 
choice, such as Oh, the Places You’ll Go.) 

St. Patrick’s Day:  Talk about the 
way immigrants bring their customs and 
holidays with them to a new country. What 
customs and holidays do you still celebrate 
in the U.S.? Do you share your holiday 
with others? The Irish invite everyone to 
“be Irish for a day” to help celebrate their 
St. Patrick’s Day. Point out that Halloween 
also came to the U.S. with immigrants. 
Explain that some people drink too much 
on St. Patrick’s Day. Talk to your class 
about the safety hazards of that -- alcohol 
poisoning, drunk drivers, etc. 

Bring in pictures of the symbols 
students might see on St. Patrick’s Day: 
Leprechauns, shamrocks, pots of gold, 
green beer, the color green. Invite students 
to be “Irish for the day” and wear green. 
Talk about the tradition of pinching 
people who don’t wear green. The folklore 
says that wearing green makes a person 
invisible to leprechauns. If you weren’t 
wearing green, the leprechauns would 
pinch you because they like to play tricks 
and pinch people. Talk about the “little 
people” of Ireland. Explain how St. Patrick 
used the shamrock’s three leaves to teach 
the Irish about Christianity’s Trinity (three 
persons) of God: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 
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Daylight Saving Time:  Read the 
article. Have students realize how 
moving the hour ahead allows us to have 
more daylight at the end of a workday. 
Does it save daylight for everyone? 
(Farmers work by the sun with their 
animals or crops, so they don’t get any 
benefit from daylight saving time.) 

Holi: Ask any Hindu students in the 
class to talk about how they celebrate 
Holi. This festival of colors celebrates 
the triumph of good over evil. There is 
a 5K walk and run called the Color Run. 
The website calls it the “Happiest 5K on 
the Planet.” This run used the traditions 
of Holi by covering the participants in 
colored powders.  

Spring: Have students keep a journal 
to describe the changes that warming 
weather and longer days in spring bring 
to your area of the country. What signs 
of spring can you see in a large city?

Ramadan: Have any Muslim students 
explain their feelings and customs 
for Ramadan. If non-Muslim students 
choose to test their own self-control 
by not eating during daylight hours, 
recommend a high-protein (eggs, meat) 
breakfast with plenty of fluids before 
dawn. What are their experiences? Point 
out that Muslims pray five times a day. 
How does this keep people faithful to a 
religion?  

This is your page (page 4)

Assign pairs or groups of students to 
each story. Have the group read their 
story together and discuss it. Then have 
each group choose one of their members 
to retell the story in their own words. 
Have other students ask questions about 
the story for the group to answer. Invite 
students to tell about similar experiences 
that they may have had.  

Paying income tax (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell the purpose of an income tax return, 
the Form 1040 to do a return on, and the 
due date for filing a return. They will 
be able to explain terms such as income, 
W-2 form, 1099 form, file, dependent, 
deduction, schedule, refund. 

Procedures: Explain that people 
who earn money in the United States 
must file an income tax return based 
on last year’s income. Elicit various 
ways people might earn money: work, 
rent, interest, pension, unemployment 
insurance, lottery winnings, etc. 

(Explain that taxes for middle-income 
earners may be 40% of their income, if 
they add their property tax, sales tax, 
Social Security tax, federal tax, state tax, 
and gas tax.) Even low-wage workers have 
to pay 7% for Social Security, which is a 
tax/insurance cost. They pay sales tax, gas 
tax, and part of the cost of the rent they 
pay is for taxes that the landlord pays. 

Taxes aren’t all bad. We get something 
for our taxes: Have students brainstorm 
what they think national, state, and local 
governments give us in return for our 
taxes: Government services, police, fire 
department, national defense, veterans 
benefits, Welfare, National School Lunch 
Program, lawmakers’ salaries, courts, 
education, student loans and grants, help 
for agriculture, regulations to protect 
the environment, health, and safety, 
MEDICAID and Medicare, Customs and 
Border Protection, the Federal Prison 
System, highway construction and repairs, 
streetlights, airports, trash collection, water 
delivery, sewage system, research, weather 
reports, interest on the debt, and more.

Review last month’s article on the W-2. 
If a person doesn’t get a W-2 form, he or 
she should use their pay stubs and other 
records so they can report their income 
accurately. Form 1040 is a legal document; 
the taxpayer signs it to verify that his 
report is true. There are penalties for tax 
evasion or fraud. 

Procedures: Download and print 
enough 1040 forms from IRS.gov so your 
students can practice filling them out with 
information you supply: Josey Jones is 
single with no dependents; Her Social 
Security number is 010-555-1234. Wages: 
$8,635. Federal tax withheld: $491.88. 
Social Security tax withheld: $535.37. 
Medicare tax withheld: $125.22. State 
income tax withheld: $129.55. Employer’s 
Tax ID number: 04333-5555. 

Heroes and History  
First Ladies (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
identify what a first lady is and how 
someone gets to be first lady. Students will 
also be able to identify some of the great 
things first ladies have done for America.

Preparation: Read more about First 
Ladies at www.whitehouse.gov/about-
the-white-house/first-families/. Wikipedia 
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_First_
Ladies_of_the_United_States) provides a 
list of all the acting first ladies throughout 
U.S. History. 

Procedures: Find out what students 

already know about first ladies. Ask questions 
such as: Who is President Joe Biden’s wife? 
What do Americans call her? What do you 
think a first lady does? Have you heard of 
any other first ladies? 

There have been 46 presidents of the United 
States, and 54 first ladies. Write the question 
on the board: What special projects did each 
first lady in the article do? Have students 
read the article silently or out loud in small 
groups to find answers to this question. Play 
the audio recording if available.

Have the groups discuss which first lady 
is their favorite and why. Have advanced 
students look up more about their favorite 
first ladies. Have them report to the class 
about what else the first ladies have done.

Who am I? (page 10)

For Women’s History month we wanted to 
include an activity to shine a light on some 
famous women. 

Objectives: Students will be able to name 
at least five famous women.

 Procedures: Have students look at the 
eight photos on page 10. Have them read the 
descriptions under each picture. Have them 
identify the ones that they know already. 
Have them work together to look up the ones 
they do not know to see if they can identify 
them. There is a word bank at the bottom of 
the page. This can help them as they work 
through the activity.

1. c
2. a
3. c
4. d
5. b
6. b
7. c
8. d
9. d
10. a
11. T 
12. F (Ireland)
13. T
14. F (23)
15. F (Japan)
16. F (year)

17. T 
18. F (Martha  
     Washington)
19. T
20. F (Hillary  
     Clinton)
21. D (refund)
22. F (host)
23. C (cyberbully)
24. E (leprechauns)
25. B (activist)
26. H (pension)
27. I (surveillance)
28. G (lender)
29.  J (withhold)

30. A (estimate)

ANSWERS



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

____  1. When did the surveillance balloon first 
enter the United States? 

 
  a)  February 3
  b)  January 30
  c)  January 28
  d)  February 1

____  2. Where did the surveillance balloon 
come from? 

  a)  China
  b)  Latin America
  c)  Canada
  d)  Alaska

____  3. In what state is the Air Force base the 
balloon flew over?

  a)  Idaho
  b)  Alaska
  c)  Montana
  d)  South Carolina

____  4. What did China say the balloon was 
doing?

  a)  Spying on the U.S.
  b)  Cleaning the air
  c)  Tracking the ocean
  d)  Studying the weather

____  5. What did the U.S. do to the balloon? 

  a)  Let it go
  b)  Shot it down  
  c)  Gave it back to China
  d)  Sent it to Canada

____  6. What type of loan do you get to buy a 
house?   

  a) student loan
  b) mortgage loan
  c) auto loan
  d) payday loan

____  7. What type of loan do you get to buy a car?

  a) student loan
  b) mortgage loan
  c) auto loan
  d)  payday loan 

____  8. What two types of loan should you avoid?

  a) student loans and mortgage loans
  b) auto loans and mortgage loans
  c) payday loans and student loans
  d) payday loans and title loans

____  9. Which first lady saved a painting of George 
Washington during the War of 1812?

  a) Martha Washington
  b) Eleanor Roosevelt
  c) Michelle Obama
  d) Dolley Madison

____  10. Who is the first lady now?   
  
  a) Dr. Jill Biden
  b) Melania Trump
  c) Laura Bush
  d) Hillary Clinton

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
March 2023 Quiz I
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

Quiz II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11.  March is Women’s History Month.                  
               ______________________________

____  12. St. Patrick is the patron saint of the 
U.S.  __________________________

____  13.  Day and night have an equal number of 
hours on the vernal equinox. 

               ______________________________

____  14.  Sunday, March 12 will have 25 hours 
because of Daylight Saving Time.

              _______________________________

____  15.  In 1912, the people of Ireland gave 
3,000 cherry trees to the people of the 
U.S.

             ________________________________

____  16.  Once a month, Americans must report 
their income to the Internal Revenue 
Service.

               ______________________________

____  17. Americans report their income to the 
government on a 1040 Form.

               ______________________________

____  18. The first first lady was Jill Biden. 
_______________________________

____  19. A first lady whose son also became 
president was Barbara Bush.          
_______________________________

____  20. A first lady who was elected to Congress 
and later ran for president was 
Eleanor Roosevelt.           
_______________________________

Quiz III. Building Vocabulary

Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

 A. estimate   F. host
 B. activist  G. lender
 C. cyberbully  H. pension 
 D. refund   I. surveillance
 E. leprechauns   J. withhold

21. If you pay more taxes than you owe, you 
can get a _______________________.

22. The person who throws a party and greets 
the guests is called the _________________.

23.  Someone who makes fun of another person 
on Facebook, Instagram, or other social 
media is a _____________________.

 
24.  Irish people tell stories of the “little people” 

or ____________________ who live in the 
woods.

25.  The ___________________ made signs and 
marched for equal rights for all people.

26.  A retired or disabled person may receive a 
Social Security ____________________. 

27.  The company used ____________________ 
cameras to watch what happened in their 
buildings when they were closed.

28.  The __________________________ is 
a bank or company that gives a loan to 
someone.

29.  Employers must ____________________ 
money for taxes and Social Security from 
employees’ paychecks.

30.  We used the number of people to 
_______________________ how much food 
we would need. 
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