
Dear Colleague:

Happy New Year! It is the time for 
new beginnings, cheerful intentions, and 
awesome goals. This is a great time to 
have students think about things they want 
to accomplish this year. They can practice 
speaking and listening by discussing goals 
with classmates, and writing by creating a 
list or story about their goals. The students 
can help each other work towards their 
goals throughout the year. 

Our goal for the new year is to bring you 
a high quality resource that enriches your 
classroom and the learning experiences 
in it. If you have suggestions for articles 
or topics you’d like to see in the paper, 
let us know. While we can never promise 
that we will use every suggestion, we 
want to make a newspaper that you and 
your students like to read. Wishing you a 
wonderful 2023!

Carol Brigham

Back to the moon (pages 1 and 9)

NASA has been working on getting back 
to the moon since it left in 1972. Budget 
cuts and other issues prevented it, until 
now. The Artemis Project is designed to 
bring people back to the moon and test the 
possibilities of going deeper into space. 
After several delays, Artemis 1 ended up 
splashing down exactly 50 years after 
Apollo 17 landed on the moon.  

Objectives: Students will be able to 
name NASA’s new project and tell what 
the project goals are. Students will be able 
to tell the timeline of the project.  

Procedures: Find out how much students 
know about human space travel already. 
If your students are interested in history, 
you could do a pre-lesson on the Apollo 
space missions and the astronauts that 
walked on the moon. There is information 
on the Apollo missions at www.nasa.gov/
mission_pages/apollo/index.html. 

Read the article with your students. 
Talk about the Artemis 1 spaceflight. Ask 
questions such as: Did you see Artemis 
1 on the news? Why do you think there 
weren’t any astronauts on Artemis 1? How 
long was Artemis 1 in space? When did it 
come back to Earth? Where did it land? 

Review the Artemis Project timeline. 
Have students describe the goals of each 
mission. Ask them when each mission is 
scheduled to be launched right now. Talk 
about why these dates are only estimates. 
Lots of things can delay rocket launches 
- problems with the rocket, fuel leaks, 
weather issues, health problems with the 
astronauts, etc. Have students brainstorm 
why people might want to live on the moon 
or Mars. Ask questions such as: Why do 
you think people want to go to the moon? 
Would you like to visit the moon? Would 
you like to live in space? What tools and 
supplies would you need to live in space?  

Ways to pay: Credit cards, debit 
cards, and gift cards  
(pages 1 and 5) 

This is the second part of the ‘ways to 
pay’ section of our money series. The 
‘ways to pay’ part of this series will help 
students know how they can pay for things 
if they have a bank account and if they 
don’t have a bank account. They always 
have the option of cash, but there are times 
that cash is not as safe as other methods of 
payment. 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the difference between credit cards, debit 
cards, and gift cards. They will be able to 
tell some good things and some bad things 
about credit cards. They will be able to 
tell some good things and some bad things 
about debit cards. 

Procedures: Talk to students about how 
they may already use credit cards, debit 
cards, or gift cards. Some will have a lot of 
experience with one or more of these types 
of cards. Some won’t have any experience 
with these cards as they prefer to use 
cash or checks. This is still an important 
topic for them. They may get credit card 
applications in the mail. Someone may 
give them a gift card or prepaid card as 
a gift. Ask questions such as: Do you use 
credit cards? When do you use credit cards 
or your debit card? Why might you want to 
use credit cards? What are some reasons 
that you might not want to use credit 
cards? Have you ever gotten a gift card 
from someone? Tell about it. 

Read the article and discuss. Make sure 
to discuss with your students the problems 
that come with credit cards. Credit cards 

can be helpful when buying things online. 
Some places have stopped taking cash 
because of the pandemic. They need some 
form of card to pay at these places. Credit 
cards can also help build a good credit 
score if you pay them off every month 
and don’t charge your whole limit. But 
spending too much and not paying off 
monthly balances can lead to debt and 
bankruptcy. All cards also have the danger 
of theft. If students do have credit or debit 
cards, explain to them how important it is 
to monitor those accounts closely. They 
can access most of these accounts online 
now. If they see charges that they didn’t 
make, they need to let the bank or credit 
card company know right away!

Events in January (pages 2 and 3)

Calendar: Elicit from your students 
any special days celebrated in their 
country in January. Also, ask who has a 
birthday, anniversary, or other celebration 
in January. What school events will take 
place in January? Have students write 
these on a blank calendar. 

New Year’s Day: Ask students questions 
such as How did you spend New Year’s 
Day? What plans do you have for the 
year 2023? What do you want to do or 
accomplish by June? By September? By 
next December? By 2024? Write a few of 
the students’ goals on the board. Discuss 
New Year’s resolutions. Give examples 
of your own resolutions and encourage 
students to think of ways they want to 
improve themselves. Brainstorm ways 
people can get support for their new 
habits: pair up with a friend, make charts 
to measure progress, read books on the 
topic, join a group, buy equipment needed, 
and so forth. 

Mummers Parade: Ask if students have 
seen any of these American New Years’ 
traditions in the news. Other traditions 
include Polar Bear Clubs diving into 
icy water, the Rose Parade in Pasadena, 
California, and the Rose Bowl football 
game. (This year the Rose Parade and 
Rose Bowl are on January 2.) Watch a 
YouTube.com video of the Mummers 
parade. Mummers used to be actors back in 
ancient Roman days, but today’s mummers 
are people with such hobbies as creating 
musical skits, and creating and wearing 
fabulous costumes.
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Orthodox Christmas: Have any 
Orthodox Christians explain their way 
of celebrating Christmas. Have students 
find similarities and differences between 
“western” Christmas and eastern 
Orthodox Christmas. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day: Find 
out what your students already know 
about Martin Luther King Jr. Point 
out that King learned ideas about 
non-violence from Mahatma Gandhi, 
who helped people in India win their 
independence from Great Britain. 
Gandhi learned non-violence from an 
essay written by an American, Henry 
David Thoreau, Civil Disobedience. 
(Thoreau would not pay taxes to 
support the U.S.’s war with Mexico 
that he thought was not just. He took 
the consequences of breaking the law, 
and was arrested and put into jail.) 
What can we learn about courage, non-
violence, and effectiveness from King? 
Are there any people using violence 
or non-violence to get what they want 
today? Which way do you think creates 
more harmony and brings a more lasting 
result? 

Have students watch the “I Have a 
Dream” speech from 1963 on YouTube. 
Students can also listen to the audio of 
the speech at www.americanrhetoric.
com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.
htm where you’ll also find the full 
text. Advanced students may take 
the challenge of practicing, and then 
reciting a paragraph or two of the 
speech. Point out that without Dr. 
King’s work and his insistence that 
his followers practice the use of non-
violence, the U.S. might have had a 
second Civil War. 

King’s influence can be seen in many 
peaceful demonstrations that tied up 
bridges and highways. Point out that 
protestors using civil disobedience 
(breaking the law) are willing to go 
to jail to “make a statement.” Have 
students explain the quote, “Darkness 
cannot drive out darkness...” from    
page 3.

State of the Union: The State of the 
Union address is a good opportunity for 
students to see the interior of the House 
of Representatives, all of Congress, and 
the people they hear about in the news: 
President, Vice President, leaders in 
the Senate and House, Supreme Court 
justices, and members of the President’s 
Cabinet. The speech will be live 
streamed on the White House YouTube 
page and will be available to watch 
after it is over as well. Ask students to 
listen for President Biden to mention 

immigration, creating jobs, the economy, 
infrastructure, education, and other topics. 
Later, have advanced students read the 
speech in translation from a newspaper or 
website in their own language and discuss.  

This is your page (page 4)

As usual, these stories can take us 
anywhere...Ask students about a time that  
they have had to call someone to tell them 
something important. Ask about times in 
their lives that they have misunderstood 
directions from someone. What happened? 
Ask about how they do laundry here in the 
U.S. How does it compare to how they did 
laundry in their home country? Ask them 
what they like to do at home for fun. Who 
do they do these activities with? Ask about 
a time they ate in a restaurant. Did they 
have issues like our writer? How did their 
experience go? 

America the Beautiful— 
Yosemite National Park (page 6)

Locate Yosemite National Park on a wall 
map. Show a video of this magnificent 
park and its inspiring beauty. Ask students 
questions such as: What makes this park 
so beautiful? Would you like to go there? 
What would you like to do there? Have you 
ever been to any national park? Do you 
have national parks in your home country? 
Tell about them. Have students tell about 
their experiences, bring in photos, etc. 

The 118th Congress (page 7) 

 Objectives: Students will be able to 
name the two major political parties, tell 
what a majority is, which party has the 
majority in the Senate and which in the 
House of Representatives, and how that 
might make it difficult to make laws. 
Students will be able to tell when Congress 
will begin this year and what makes this 
Congress more diverse. 

Procedures: This can be a pretty dry 
topic for some students, so make it as 
visual and hands-on as possible. Divide 
the class unequally by some physical or 
clothing feature (wearing white socks here, 
wearing colored socks there...etc.) to show 
the meaning of majority and minority. 
Show how the majority has more power 
than the minority.  

Ask your students what laws they think 
Congress should pass this year. Read the 
article and have students decide which of 
the measures might affect them.  

During the rest of the term, if appropriate 
to your students’ needs, abilities, and grade 
levels, bring in news items to give reports 

16. F (State of the      
    Union address)

17. F (California)

18. T

19. T

20. F (shallow)

21. J (justices)

22. A (astronaut)

23. H (shallow)

24. D (symptoms) 

25. F (resolutions)

26. E (expensive)

27. I (mummers)

28. B (loan)

29. G  
     (veterinarian)

30. C (boycott)   
      

ANSWERS

on the work Congress is doing on laws 
about the environment, taxes, immigration, 
spending money, health care, and so forth. 
Ask students to bring in similiar articles 
from English or native-language newspapers. 
Focus on the kinds of legislation that make 
a difference in the students’ lives and world, 
such as immigration, payroll taxes, health 
insurance, cuts in services, job formation 
plans, etc.

Ask a Speech Coach (page 7)

If your students are native Spanish 
speakers, they can benefit a great deal from 
these exercises. Practice a few minutes every 
day for a couple of weeks, and review once 
a month, or as needed. If your students do 
not add a syllable before words beginning 
with s clusters, this exercise is still good 
pronunciation practice. They can work on 
diction and annunciation of words.  

Seasonal sea turtle trouble 
(page 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
why sea turtles get stunned in cold water. 
They will be able to tell what they should do 
if they find a stunned sea turtle. 

Procedures: Read the article. Talk about 
where sea turtles live and what happens 
when the water around them turns cold very 
quickly.

 1. b

 2. a

 3. c

 4. a             

 5. d

 6. c

 7. b

 8. d

 9. a

10. b

11. F (New  
     Year’s Day)

12. T

13. F (Martin         
  Luther King Jr.)

14. F (buses)

15. T  



				  1. When did people first walk on the 
moon? 

   a) December 11, 2022
   b) July 20, 1969 
  c) December 7, 1972
  d) January 15, 1929

				  2. Who said, “We believe, not too long into 
the future…we shall return, with peace 
and hope for all mankind.” 

  a) Astronaut Eugene Cernan 
  b) Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
  c) President Joe Biden
  d) Representative Hakeem Jeffries

				  3. What is the name of the spacecraft on 
Artemis 1? 

  a) NASA
  b) Mars
  c) Orion
  d) Apollo

				  4. How far did Artemis 1 fly? 

  a) 1.3 million miles
  b) 40,000 miles
  c) 250,000 miles
  d) 2 million miles

				  5. How many Artemis missions is NASA 
planning? 

  a) 2
  b)  6
  c) 3
  d) 8   

				  6. After NASA sends astronauts back to 
the moon, where do they want to send 
astronauts next? 

  
  a) the moon  
  b)  the sun
  c)  Mars 
  d)  Jupiter

				  7. What type of card is a loan from a card 
company?

  a)  debit card
  b) credit card
  c)  gift card
  d)  prepaid card

				  8. What type of card is connected to your 
checking account?   

  
  a)  credit card
  b)  gift card
  c)  prepaid card
  d)  debit card

				  9. What temperature of ocean water can cause 
sea turtles to become cold-stunned?

  a) below 50 degrees
  b)  100 degrees
  c) above 50 degrees
  d)  75 degrees

				  10. Why must you have a permit to work 
with sea turtles in the United States?     

  a) They are cold-blooded.   
  b)  They are endangered and    

  threatened.
  c) They live in the ocean.   
  d)  They can get pneumonia and     

 frostbite.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line. 
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II. From Here and There
True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

				  11.  Americans often make resolutions on 
Christmas Day.                

               																																

				  12. January is named for the Roman god 
Janus.                
																															

				  13. Rosa Parks won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1964.   
																															

				  14. The police arrested Martin Luther King 
Jr. for leading a boycott of airplanes in 
Alabama.

              																																

				  15. There is a memorial for Martin 
Luther King Jr. in Washington, D.C. 
																															

				  16. President Biden will give the  
“I Have a Dream” speech for Congress 
sometime in January or February. 
																															

				  17. Yosemite National 
Park is in New Jersey.   
																															

				  18. Yosemite Valley was formed by a 
glacier.

              																																

				  19. Cold-stunned sea turtles’ 
heart rates slow down. 
																															

				  20. Temperatures change very 
quickly in deep water. 
																														

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the letter of the word that will make the 
sentence true. 
   Word List

  A. astronaut     F. resolutions
  B. loan   G. veterinarian
  C. boycott   H. shallow
  D. symptoms   I. mummers
  E. expensive   J. justices

				  21. There are nine 															 on 
the Supreme Court. 

				  22. An 																			 goes into 
space on a spacecraft. 

				  23. Water that is not very deep is 
																														.

				  24.  Coughing, sneezing, and a runny nose 
are 																					 of a cold.

				  25. People make  																				 
on New Year’s Day.

				  26.  Something that costs a lot of money is 
																																.

				  27. 														 create and 
wear costumes in a big parade in 
Philadelphia on New Year’s Day.

				  28. A 																						 is when 
you borrow money and have to pay it 
back.

				  29. A 																							 is an 
animal doctor.

				  30. Martin Luther King Jr. led a bus 
																					 in 
Montgomery, Alabama. 
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