
Dear Colleague:

Welcome back to an exciting year of 
teaching and learning. We at Easy English 
NEWS want to make it easy for teachers 
to shine as well as for students to grow 
in learning and language. Please take 
advantage of the free materials we create 
for you each month to go along with each 
issue of the newspaper. In addition to 
this monthly teacher’s guide, each month 
there are also 16 pages of tests (Cloze 
Exercises, Short-answer Questions, and 
Creative-thinking and Critical-thinking 
questions) and audio recordings of several 
of the articles. We also prescreen videos 
from YouTube.com to provide you with 
a list of links to give visual enhancement 
to articles. All of these supplemental 
materials are available on our website, 
easyenglishnews.com. 

Over the summer we completed our 
website renovation and separation. 
Easyenglishnews.com is now your place 
to find all the information and resources 
for Easy English NEWS. When Elizabeth 
retired from the newspaper in January 
2021, she did not retire from writing! Her 
website, elizabethclaire.com is still where 
you find and buy her valuable resources. 
She is launching her latest version of 
Dangerous English!, called DANGEROUS 
ENGLISH in a Changing World! She is 
also hoping to update her website soon. 

Thank you so much for taking us on your 
learning journey this year. Have a great 
year!  

Carol Brigham

A New Virus Spreading 
(pages 1 and 9)

Monkeypox is in the news right now. 
There are sensitive topics connected to the 
virus, how it spreads, and who is getting 
it in the U.S. now. Keep this in mind as 
you decide how to use this article with 
your students. You will know best how to 
address these topics with them.

Objectives: Students will be able to 
identify monkeypox as the new virus 
spreading. They will be able to name the 
symptoms of the virus and how it spreads. 
They will be able to identify three ways to 
prevent monkeypox.

Procedure: Some students may be 
familiar with monkeypox if they have 
come from central or west African 
countries. They may also have heard 
something about it on the news over the 
summer. Ask questions such as: Have you 
ever heard of monkeypox? How did you 
hear about it?  

Read the article using any methods 
appropriate for your students. Ask 
questions such as: What is monkeypox? 
How does it spread? Who can get 
monkeypox? What are the symptoms 
of monkeypox? What should you do if 
someone you know has monkeypox?

As an extension activity, if it is 
appropriate for your class, compare and 
contrast COVID-19 to monkeypox. How 
are the viruses the same? How are they 
different?   

Money in the U.S. (pages 1 and 5)

This year in Easy English NEWS we 
are answering many requests from readers. 
We are going to do a series of articles 
talking about money, banks, bank accounts, 
saving, and other money-related topics in 
the U.S. The articles will use vocabulary 
found throughout the series, but will also 
be stand-alone articles. This month we 
started from the beginning - U.S. currency. 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
name the coins and paper bills that are 
most used in the U.S. today. Students will 
be able to identify who is on each coin and 
bill. They will be able to talk about how 
much each coin and bill is worth. 

Preparation:  If your class is beginning 
level and just starting out with money, 
gather physical examples of the coins and 
bills for them to see in person. This can be 
actual coins and bills or plastic varieties. 
Working with money is much easier with 
manipulatives.   

Procedure: Start by introducing money 
vocabulary. Ask questions to see what 
your students already know such as: What 
kind of money do we use in the U.S.? How 
much is a dollar, 5 dollars, 10 dollars, etc. 
worth? 

Read the article. Ask questions such as: 
Who is pictured on each piece of money? 

Why do you think they were chosen to be 
on the money? How many pennies equal (a 
dollar, a quarter, a 100-dollar bill, etc.)?

If your class is more advanced, this is a 
great time to review this vocabulary and 
then extend the activity. You can have 
conversation activities about buying items 
and making change. Focus on where they 
hear people talking about money in their 
community. Have conversations about the 
slang terms and phrases for money and if 
they have ever heard of them before.   

Events in September  
(pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each of 
the events in September and write those on 
a blank calendar. Elicit any school events, 
and personal events such as birthdays and 
anniversaries, and have them enter those 
on the calendar. Ask students about any 
September holidays they celebrate in their 
home countries. 

Labor Day: Ask students if there is a 
Workers’ Day in their home countries. (In 
many countries, that will be International 
Workers’ Day on May 1.) Ask questions 
such as: How is Labor Day celebrated 
in your home country? Are you, or is 
anyone in your family, a member of a 
workers’ union? What is the purpose of a 
union? Point out the large middle class in 
the United States was made possible by 
unions. Early unions went on strike to get 
more pay for workers, fewer hours, health 
coverage, retirement benefits, and safer 
working conditions. However, years later, 
many companies moved their factories to 
places where they could get cheaper labor.

Have students look at the labels on their 
clothing to see where they were made. 
Have them look at their binders, notebooks, 
handbags, wallets, and other items. Which 
items were made in the U.S.A.? Which were 
made in other countries? If appropriate for 
your students, have a conversation about 
the pros and cons of making products here 
versus making products in other countries 
and importing them to the U.S. 

Grandparents Day:  Ask questions, 
depending on the age of your students, 
such as Where do your grandparents live? 
Do you see them often? Do you write or 
call them? What did you learn from them? 
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 1. d
 2. c
 3. b
 4. a
 5. b
 6. a
 7. c
 8. b
 9. d
10. a
11. F (workers)
12. F (autumn/     
          fall)
13. T
14. T
15. F (Spain/     
         Mexico)

(Are you a grandparent? Do you often see 
your grandchildren? What can you do for 
or teach your grandchildren?) 

Have students work in small groups of 
three or four telling stories they heard 
from their grandparents. Have students 
bring in photos or draw their grandparents’ 
pictures. Draw a simple family tree on the 
board (maybe your own). Have students 
draw their family trees. Review and define 
terms for extended family members: aunt, 
uncle, cousin, niece, nephew, mother-
in-law, etc. step-father, foster-brother, 
half-sister, great grandmother, ancestor, 
descendent, as well as deceased and passed 
away. Have students work in groups to talk 
about their family trees with each other.

Patriot Day: This day is not to 
be confused with Patriots’ Day (that 
commemorates the first shots fired in 
the American War against Great Britain 
which is celebrated April 19 in Maine and 
Massachusetts.) Elicit students’ knowledge 
of the events of 9/11/2001. Have advanced 
students research and report on the event. 

National Hispanic Heritage Month:  
Explain the meaning of Latino and its 
synonym Hispanic. (Latino = from Latin 
America, where languages descended 
from Latin are spoken; Hispanic = from 
Spain/Spanish speaking origins.) Use a 
world map to point out countries where 
Spanish is spoken, and the areas of the 
U.S. that were originally owned by Spain 
(Florida, Mexico), or by Spain and then 
Mexico (southwestern states and Texas). 
Have students locate and list Spanish place 
names in the U.S. (Hint: Look for El, La, 
Los, Las, San, Santo/Santa in place names 
or endings such as -ado, -ada, -edo, -ido, 
-ida, -on, and –ona. Have any Hispanic 
students in the class teach others to count 
from one to ten and a simple song in 
Spanish. 

Bring in samples of Hispanic foods to 
taste; play a variety of Hispanic music. 
Have a student or guest come in to teach a 
Spanish dance.

Constitution Day:  Have students 
look at the photo of people taking the 
Oath of Allegiance. Ask questions such 
as: What are these people doing? How 
did they become U.S. citizens? What are 
some rights that citizens have? (Vote in 
elections, get a government job, have 
an American passport.) What are some 
responsibilities of a citizen? (Obey the 
laws, vote, be a good neighbor, pay taxes, 
etc.) Some of your students will not be 
able to become citizens because they aren’t 
legal residents. Be sensitive to this fact. 
Don’t ask if they plan to become citizens if 
they don’t volunteer this information. 

Rosh Hashana: Ask any Jewish students 
in your class (or invite a Jewish person 
to your class) to explain the practices and 
meanings of Rosh Hashana.  

This is your page (page 4)

Read the stories and discuss any similar 
events in their own lives. Has anyone ever 
thought you should be good at something 
because of where you came from? When 
you are very hungry, how do you find 
food? How long did you have to wait to 
take English classes? What is the best trip 
you have ever taken? What was the biggest 
problem someone helped you solve?

What is your next step in school? 
(page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
list options for higher education and 
job opportunities after high school. 
They will identify types of funding for 
higher education (i.e. grants, loans, and 
scholarships). 

Procedure:  Pre-teach vocabulary, and if 
necessary, read through the questions with 
them. If you are working with high school 
students, after reading the article, explain 
how credits are counted at your school 
and the number of credits required for 
graduation. Point out that some financial 
aid may be for citizens and legal residents 
only. If they have applied for and been 
approved through DACA, they may be 
eligible for these benefits as well. 

Invite a guidance counselor or career 
counselor to come in to speak to your class 
about the directions students might take. 
Have students take an interest inventory 
to see what careers they might enjoy and 
have an aptitude for. Students can also 
look through college catalogs and visit 
college and technical school websites 
to get information. If possible, schedule 
a trip to a local technical school and a 
community college to visit classrooms and 
facilities and to speak with admissions 
directors there. If students are already at a 
university or community college, they can 
visit the career center.

Make students aware that there are 
some online and technical schools that 
are “scams.” The schools advertise on TV, 
have beautiful brochures, and promise great 
things, but deliver very little...the school 
may help a student sign up for a loan to 
pay the tuition or even get a government 
grant for the student’s tuition. These scam 
schools don’t keep their promise to help 
students find jobs. Students may drop 
out when they find they are not learning 
anything, but they cannot get refunds. If 
they took out a loan to pay the tuition, they 
still have to pay back the loan. 

Advise students to visit any school, 
talk to current students, ask about the 
classroom conditions and the teachers. Ask 
about the job placement services for the 
school.

Heroes and History (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
what a constitution is and why the U.S. 
needed one in 1787. They will be able to 
name four people who helped to write the 
U.S. Constitution. They will be able to 
name the three branches of government and 
their role in making and enforcing laws.

Procedure: Divide the article into short 
sections. Assign a section to a pair of 
students to “digest” together. Have each 
pair teach the class about their section. For 
high school students and older: Download 
and print out The U.S. Constitution in 
Simple English from elizabethclaire.com. 
Spend part of several classes to read the 
simple parts of the Constitution. Explain 
the process for changing or amending the 
Constitution. Have students discuss how 
the Bill of Rights affects them. 

Hurricane Season (page 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to  
tell where and how hurricanes form, the 
general path they take, and the parts of 
the country that can be affected. Elicit 
from students what preparations they 
would need to make if hurricanes come 
to your area. Talk about the categories 
of hurricanes, point out that the category 
refers only to the wind speed; any 
hurricane can spin off thunderstorms and 
tornadoes and drop enough water to cause 
severe floods and dangers. 

16. F (Delaware)
17. T 
18. F (floods)
19. T
20. F (Category 5)
21. F (grant)
22. C (festival)
23. H  
     (compromise)
24. J (raised)
25. A (symptoms)
26. E       
     (counterfeiter)
27. G (term)
28. I (amendment)
29. B  
     (requirement)
30. D (secure)

ANSWERS



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

____  1. What new virus is spreading in the U.S. 
now? 

  a)  COVID-19
  b)  flu
  c)  fever
  d)  monkeypox
 
___    2. Where is this virus endemic?

  a)  the U.S.
  b)  Spain
  c)  west and central Africa
  d) Great Britain

____  3.  What year was this virus first found in 
Africa?

  a)   2003
  b)  1970
  c)  2022
  d)  1776
 

____  4. Which three states have the most cases 
of the virus in the U.S. so far?

  a)   California, New York, and Florida
  b)  Texas, Montana, and Pennsylvania
  c) Massachusetts, Connecticut, and   

 New York
  d)  Arizona, Georgia, and California 

____  5.  How many vaccines has the U.S. 
government sent to states so far?

  a)  11,890
  b)  1.1 million
  c)  150,000
  d)  5 million

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

September 2022 Quiz I

____  6. The SAT and the ACT tests help 
students to get into ______________.

  a)  colleges
    b) technical schools
  c) apprenticeships
  d) private high schools

____  7. Students can get _____________ to 
help them pay for college. 

  a) a diploma
  b) goals
  c) grants and student loans
  d) an apprenticeship

____  8.  Passing the General Education 
Development test (GED) can take the 
place of a ______________. 

  a) college degree
  b) high school diploma
  c) technical school certificate
  d) medical school degree

____ 9. Students can learn job skills in a/an 
______________ program where they 
work with an expert.

  a) scholarship
  b) sports
  c) GED
  d) apprenticeship

____  10. A person can learn to cook, cut hair, 
fix computers, repair cars, etc. at a

              __________________________. 

  a)  technical school
  b)  university
  c) middle school
  d)  driving school.
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. Labor Day is a day to honor 
grandparents.

              ______________________________

____  12.  Spring begins September 22. 
_________________________

____  13.  The Jewish New Year is called Rosh 
Hashana.

                _______________________________

____  14.  Constitution Day is September 17.                 
_______________________________

____  15. The southwestern part of the United 
States once belonged to France.                 
______________________________

____  16.  New Jersey was the first state to ratify 
the Constitution. 

              ______________________________

____  17. The highest court in the U.S. is called 
the Supreme Court.  

              _______________________________

____  18. Heavy rains from a hurricane 
can cause earthquakes.                
______________________________

____  19. A tropical storm has a wind 
speed of 39 mph to 73 mph. 
______________________________

____  20. The most dangerous hurricane 
is a category one hurricane. 
______________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  symptoms F.  grant
 B. require  G. term
 C. festival H.  compromise
 D. secure I. amendment
 E. counterfeiter J. raised

____  21.  A _________________ is money that a 
student does not need to pay back. 
 

____  22. A  ____________________________ 
is an event to celebrate a holiday or 
season with music, art, crafts, food, etc. 
 

____  23. A _______________________ is an 
agreement in which each side gives up 
something they want.

____  24. A rash is made up of _____________
red bumps on the skin.

____  25. If you are sick, the doctor might ask 
you what your __________________ 
are.

____  26. A __________________ makes fake 
money and documents that look real.

____  27.  A senator is elected for a six-year 
________________ in office.

____  28. A change to the Constitution is an 
____________________________.

____  29. Many jobs do not ______________ a 
college degree.

____  30. Neighbors feel very safe because the 
neighborhood is _________________.
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