
Dear Colleague:

Happy fall! As we head into October, 
the weather in Virginia Beach is getting 
cooler and leaves are just starting to get a 
little color on the tips. How is the weather 
where you are? Do you get to enjoy the 
fall season? Does it get really cold?  

In this month’s issue, we touch on the 
upcoming midterm elections. If students 
are eligible to vote, October is a good time 
for them to check to make sure they are 
registered and know where their polling 
locations are. We also continue our Money 
in America series, talk about school safety, 
and take a trip to Nashville, Tennessee, in 
the America the Beautiful column.  

Please note the contact information 
update in the teal box on page 11 of the 
newspaper. Our website is updated and 
our email has changed. You can reach us 
on the contact form on easyenglishnews.
com or through our new email, info@
easyenglishnews.com. Our phone number 
is still 757-430-4308. We are always here 
to help.  

Carol Brigham

Midterm Elections  
(pages 1 and 9)

The midterm elections are a good time 
for lessons about government and how it 
is supposed to work. With less focus on 
who will be the new president, there is 
room to talk about Congress, the number 
of senators and representatives, and when 
and how they are elected. These topics 
are especially important if students are 
studying to become U.S. citizens in the 
future. 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the purpose of Congress, tell the number of 
seats in the U.S. House of Representatives 
and U.S. Senate, and give the names of 
the two main political parties. They will 
be able to tell when Election Day is, who 
their current representative and senators 
are, who is running for office in their 
district, plus any candidates running for 
other local offices. 

Preparation:  Bring some props such 
as mailings from candidates and parties, 
political brochures, photos, and candidates’ 

ads cut from newspapers to class. 

Procedure: Before distributing Easy 
English NEWS to your students, find 
out what they already know about U.S. 
government. Ask questions such as: Who 
makes the laws in your home country? 
How did they get those jobs? Who can vote 
in elections in your home country?

Who is president of the United States? 
What city is the capital of the United 
States? Who is the governor of this state? 
Who is the mayor of this city? Who makes 
the laws for the United States? Who are 
the senators from this state? Who is the 
representative from this district? (Or from 
your district?) How did those people get 
their jobs?

Bring up any state or local issues that 
might be important to your students that 
may be decided by the next office holders. 
Use a large wall map of the United States 
to locate your state and name the states 
around it. Ask questions such as: How 
many states are there? In which states do 
you think the most people live? (Use the 
number of representatives on the chart: 
California, Texas, New York, Florida, 
Illinois, Pennsylvania.) Ask students to tell 
about any campaign commercials they have 
seen on TV or the Internet or signs they 
have seen in the yards in the community.

Distribute the newspapers and direct 
students’ attention to the photo on the 
front page. Who is this? What is he a 
candidate for? Why do you think he wants 
to be elected? If you think they would 
be comfortable, encourage your students 
to attend an event in your area where 
candidates will be speaking. Or, have them 
watch a local debate on TV. They may not 
be able to understand everything that the 
candidates say, but they will be able to 
witness the process of a campaign.

Refer to the chart and map on page 9, 
and ask questions such as: How many 
representatives does our state have in 
Congress? Which states in the U.S. have 
the most representatives? Let students 
know who your represenative and senators 
are in Congress.

Register to vote: (page 10) Explain 
where in your community a citizen can 
register to vote. Print out a registration 
form for your state to have them practice 

filling it out. Stress that they may not 
register if they are not citizens yet. 
Encourage those who are citizens to 
register and to learn about the issues and 
all the candidates. Have them use Google 
to find out where they are supposed to 
vote. (“Their address, where do I vote?”)   

Banks in the U.S. (pages 1 and 5)

This year in Easy English NEWS we 
are answering many requests from readers. 
We are going to do a series of articles 
talking about money, banks, bank accounts, 
saving, and other money-related topics in 
the U.S. This month, we continued with 
an overview of banks in the U.S. The 
topic of U.S. banking was too broad to 
include all in one month. We cover types 
of banks, and bank protection this month. 
Next month we will continue with types of 
accounts and how to open an account at a 
U.S. bank. 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
name the types of banks in the U.S. They 
will be able to tell what the Federal 
Reserve is and what it does. They will be 
able to tell why it is important to choose a 
bank or credit union with FDIC or NCUA 
protection.  

Preparation:  Stop into some local 
banks and credit unions to see if they 
have fliers talking about their services. 
These fliers can be used this month and 
next month when we talk about types of 
accounts and how to open them.   

Procedure: Start by finding out what 
students already know about banking. 
Banks are different in each country, so it is 
a good idea to find out how their banking 
system worked in their home country. This 
will help you know where they might try 
to make comparisons with the U.S. system. 
What were the banks like in your home 
country? Could anyone use those banks? 
Did you use those banks? How did you use 
the bank in your home country? Do you 
use the bank here in the U.S.? 

Read the article. Ask questions such as: 
What is the Federal Reserve? Why did 
Congress create it? What does it do? What 
are the most common types of banks in 
the U.S.? What is the difference between 
a bank and a credit union? Why would 
someone choose a big bank? A small bank? 
Online banking?

   Quizzes and Teacher’s Guide October 2022



 1. d
 2. c
 3. a
 4. d
 5. a
 6. a
 7. b
 8. a
 9. b
10. d
11. F (1492)
12. F     
    (firefighters)
13. T
14. F  
    (Halloween)
15. T

Some of this material may be more 
than your students need. If your class 
is at a lower level, it might be good to 
focus mostly on the types of banks. This 
information and vocabulary will be helpful 
next month when we talk about types of 
accounts and opening a bank account.   

Events in October  
(pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each of 
the events in October and write those on 
a blank calendar. Elicit any school events, 
and personal events such as birthdays and 
anniversaries, and have them enter those on 
the calendar. Ask students about any October 
holidays they celebrate in their home 
countries. 

National Hispanic Heritage Month: 
It is the second half of National Hispanic 
Heritage Month. We included it again 
this month for many programs that start 
in October and may not have seen the 
September issue. October is an important 
month for other European nationalities as 
well. It is German Heritage Month, Italian 
Heritage Month, and Polish Heritage 
Month. Have a “heritage week” in your 
class, with students sharing their heritage 
with the rest of the class.

Yom Kippur: Ask any Jewish students 
in your class (or invite a Jewish person 
to your class) to explain the practices and 
meanings of Yom Kippur. 

Fire Prevention Week: Elicit from 
students ways to be prepared for a fire at 
home, then read the article. Have students 
work in pairs to write scripts and practice 
making phone calls to 911 in case of fire. 
The student being the 911 operator should 
ask questions such as, Can you say that 
again, please? Where is the fire? How 
many people are inside? The operator 
needs to write the important information 
down. Check to make sure the operator 
wrote the information correctly. Then let 
students switch roles. Caution students 
that they should not call 911 for non-
emergencies. (For more information on 
teaching fire safety, go to: www.nfpa.org.)

Columbus Day:  Elicit what students 
already know about Christopher 
Columbus. Use a world map to learn the 
English names for the continents. Show 
Columbus’s birthplace, Genoa, Italy, 
and point out the route that merchants 
traveled over land (from Italy, through the 
Mediterranean, then the Middle East, to 
India and China.) What did they want to 
get? (spices, gold, medicines [drugs], silk). 
Talk about the controversy over Columbus: 
although he was a great sailor, he made 
slaves of the indigenous people and his 

discoveries brought Europeans and their 
diseases to the Americas. 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day: Talk to 
your students about Native Americans/
indigenous people and how they were here 
before Columbus. Talk about how many 
places are changing the holiday to honor 
them instead. Have students research to see 
what is celebrated where you are.

Sweetest Day:  Many people think 
Sweetest Day is just like a Valentine’s 
Day in the fall, but it is really a day to 
do something nice for someone else. It 
doesn’t have to be the person you love. 
Ask students about holidays like Sweetest 
Day in their cultures. Many cultures have 
days like this for different reasons. Talk to 
students about ways to do random acts of 
kindness for each other and their friends. 

United Nations Day:  See a list of 
member nations from https://www.un.org/
about-us/member-states and learn the 
names in English of some of the important 
countries in the world. Have students talk 
about the rights the U.N. says all people 
should have. Do they think all people 
have these rights? Why or why not? Ask 
students if they have used any of the U.N. 
agencies listed in the article. If they are 
refugees, they should be familiar with 
UNHCR.

Halloween: Bring in symbols of 
Halloween in pictures or posters (witches, 
jack-o’-lanterns, owls, bats, skeletons, 
ghosts, black cats, etc.) Have students 
tell their experiences if they were in the 
U.S. last Halloween. Ask students if their 
families participate in Halloween and have 
them tell why or why not.   

This is your page (page 4)

Read the stories and discuss any similar 
events in their own lives. Have you 
traveled for fun? What is your favorite 
place to visit? Do you drive a car? How 
did you learn? Have you had problems 
with traffic laws? Why did you come to 
the United States? Do you have trouble 
understanding people on the phone? How 
about in person? Have you learned any 
ways to help with this? 

Can we keep schools safe? (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
why there are lockdown drills, and be able 
to participate in them appropriately. 

Procedure:  If your school has lockdown 
drills, be sure all of the English language 
learners have lessons about them and 
understand the instructions that may be 
given in other classes. A lockdown has 
the potential to traumatize students who 

don’t understand what is going on. Be 
pro-active and teach the lesson early in the 
year. Discuss bullying, what it is, how to 
prevent it, how to report it, how to stand 
up for someone who is being bullied, and 
the penalties in your school for those who 
bully.

Nashville, Tennessee: “Music City” 
(page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
why Nashville is the “Music City.” They 
will be able to tell what people will see in 
Nashville if they travel there. They will be 
able to tell when it is a good time to go to 
Nashville.

Procedure: Start by finding out if 
anyone in the class has ever been to 
Nashville. If they have, have them tell 
the other students about their trip. If they 
haven’t, have them look at the pictures 
on the page first and see if they can guess 
what people will see or hear in Nashville. 
Then read the story together. 

Play some classical music and some 
country music for them. Have them say 
what they like and don’t like about the two 
different kinds of music. Then have them 
share what music they listen to (if it is 
classroom appropriate). 

Have students plan a trip to Nashville. 
Have them decide where they want to go 
and what they want to see there. Have 
them look up on the internet how to get 
there. How long will it take for them to get 
there? Can they walk? Take a bus? Drive? 
Do they need to fly? 

16. F (Democrats)
17. T 
18. F (Music)
19. F (country)
20. F (Andrew             
         Jackson’s)
21. H (deposit)
22. E (drill)
23. I (organ)
24. A (deport)
25. C (campaign)
26. B (pumpkin)
27. F (felony)
28. D (architect)
29. J  (duty)
30. G (raise)

ANSWERS



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

____  1. How many representatives are there in 
the U.S. House of Representatives? 

  a)  100
  b)  50
  c)  1913
  d)  435
 
___    2. The U.S. House of Representatives is 

part of _______________________.

  a)  the Senate
  b)  the White House
  c)  Congress
  d) The Federal Reserve

____  3.  What are two major political parties in 
the United States? 

  a)   Democratic Party and Republican  
 Party

  b)  Democratic Party and the Green   
 Party

  c)  Republican Party and the    
 Libertarian Party

  d)  Libertarian Party and the    
 Constitution Party

 
____  4. States with a small population 

______________________________.

  a)   have the most representatives
  b)  have no representatives.
  c) have at least two representatives.
  d)  have at least one representative. 

____  5.  There are _____ senators from each 
state for a total of ____ U.S. senators.

  a)  2,      100
  b)  50,    100
  c)  100,   2
  d)  1,      50

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

October 2022 Quiz I

____  6. The central bank of the United States is  
________________________. 

  a)  the Federal Reserve
    b) Chase Bank
  c) a credit union
  d) a national bank

____  7. What type of bank is for businesses? 

  a) online banks
  b) commercial banks
  c) retail banks
  d) credit unions

____  8. What type of bank is owned by the 
members?   

  a) credit unions
  b) commercial banks
  c) online banks
  d) retail banks

____ 9. How many states make schools do 
lockdown drills?

  a) 25
  b) 40
  c) 37
  d) 50

____  10.  Students may have to go through 
_________________ to check for 
weapons before they go into school.

  a)  lockdown drills 
  b)  active shooter drills
  c) background checks
  d)  metal detectors
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. Columbus reached America on October 
12, 1942.

              ______________________________

____  12.  During Fire Prevention Week, doctors 
visit schools to teach students about fire 
safety.

               _________________________

____  13.  Indigenous Peoples’ Day is celebrated 
on the second Monday in October.

                _______________________________

____  14.  Children go trick-or-treating 
on United Nations Day.                 
_______________________________

____  15. Before you can vote, you must register.                 
______________________________

____  16.  The two major political parties in the 
United States are the Republicans and 
the Libertarians. 

              ______________________________

____  17. Sweetest Day started in Cleveland, 
Ohio, in 1922.  

              _______________________________

____  18. Nashville, Tennessee is 
known as the “Banking City.”                
______________________________

____  19. The Grand Ole Opry is jazz 
music’s most famous stage. 
______________________________

____  20. President George Washington’s 
home is in Nashville, Tennessee. 
______________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A. deport F.  felony
 B. pumpkin  G. raise
 C. campaign H.  deposit
 D. architect I. organ
 E. drill J. duty

____  21.  Bill went to _________________ his 
paycheck in the bank.

____  22. The school has to have a fire ________ 
every month to practice leaving the 
building safely. 
 

____  23. Sarah plays the ______________ every 
Sunday in church.

____  24. The government may ___________ an 
immigrant who breaks the law.

____  25. The politician ran a great 
________________ but he didn’t win.

____  26. The family will carve a 
________________ into a jack o’ 
lantern.

____  27.  A person who commits a ____________ 
may lose the right to vote.

____  28. The ___________________ designed 
the new hospital building.

____  29. Something you must do because of your 
position or job is your _____________.

____  30. Tina needed to make more money 
so she asked her boss for a 
____________________________.
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