
Dear Colleague: 

In the September issue this year, we 
wrote a short article on the Atlantic 
Hurricane season. At that time, 
meteorologists still predicted an active 
season, even though it had been very quiet 
so far. In the middle of September, the 
quiet season changed. Hurricane Fiona 
caused power outages and damage to 
Puerto Rico. They are still recovering from 
Hurricane Maria five years ago. Then, 
Hurricane Ian devastated the southwest 
coastal islands of Florida. You’ll see more 
about these storms in this issue. Our hearts 
go out to all of the people affected by 
these storms. 

 We also contine our Money in the U.S. 
series in this issue. Understanding bank 
accounts in the U.S. can be confusing. We 
hope that this article helps your students 
navigate the banking system more easily.

  As always, we have our monthly 
supplemental materials posted right on our 
home page at easyenglishnews.com. Have 
a great month! 

                              Carol Brigham

Major hurricanes hit hard  
(pages 1 and 9)

 Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
when, where, and how Hurricanes Fiona 
and Ian came to land; they will be able to 
tell the bad effects of the hurricanes and 
who came to help clean up. 

Preparation: Find out the current state 
of damage and repair across Florida and in 
North and South Carolina...the devastation 
in Florida was particularly bad for retirees, 
who lost everything in the storm. As we 
went to press, the bridges to the islands 
were still washed out and power was still 
not restored to all who lost it. 

Procedures: Find out what students 
already know about the events following 
Hurricanes Fiona and Ian. Have students 
look at the photo on the front page and 
describe what is happening. Where is 
this? How could this happen? What is a 
hurricane? Where can people go when a 
hurricane is on the way? 

Explain the term evacuate. Explain 
that the local mayor or police may make 
evacuation mandatory. Some people want 
to wait until they are certain that it will be 
dangerous to stay home...but by the time 
it’s certain, the roads may be too crowded, 
gas stations may be out of gas, and they 
may be in more danger on flooded roads. 
Read the article and discuss. How many 
different dangers came with Hurricane 
Fiona? How was Hurricane Ian different? 

If your area is sometimes threatened 
with flood, hurricane, or fire, discuss 
local evacuation routes. Find out where 
shelters would be in your area. Discuss 
what is necessary to take with you if you 
leave your home and may be gone for 
several days. (See Hurricane Safety in 
Simple English at Elizabeth’s Website, 
elizabethclaire.com.) Point out that cars 
that were underwater may be for sale far 
away...beware buying a “drowned” car.  
(Get the Carfax report.)

Bank accounts (pages 1 and 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
identify the three most common bank 
account types in the U.S. They will be 
able to describe these types of accounts. 
They will be able to list the pieces of 
information they would need to give the 
bank if they were opening an account.

 Procedures: Pre-teach vocabulary 
before students read the article. Find out 
how much students know about accounts 
in the U.S. Ask questions like: Do you 
have a bank account in the U.S.? What 
type of account is it? 

Read the article together in the best way 
for your class. Ask questions like: Do you 
use a debit card? Do you write checks? 
Did you have bank accounts in your 
home country? How are accounts in the 
U.S. different from accounts in your home 
country? 

If you got flyers and brochures from 
local banks and credit unions for last 
month’s lesson about banks, use them 
again this month. Have students look for 
instructions and rules for opening accounts 
at those banks in the materials. Have them 
decide what banks they may want to use. 
Have them go to the websites of these 
banks to see what information they may 

need to give the bank to open an account 
there. Most banks have account opening 
information right on their websites. 

Events in November  
(pages 2 and 3)

Elicit from students the important 
school events and other events in their 
lives that occur in November: birthdays, 
anniversaries, tests, etc. Ask what special 
days are celebrated in their countries 
during this month. Have students write the 
events on a blank calendar. Include the 
events written about in EEN.

All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day: 
Invite a Catholic student or visitor to 
talk about church and family traditions in 
the U.S. on these two days. Ask Catholic 
students from other countries to describe 
their traditions. Have students discuss the 
similarities and differences.

The Day of the Dead (Dia de los 
Muertos): Ask students to tell about any 
special holiday for visiting the graves 
of the people in their family. Have any 
Mexican students tell about the way this 
holiday is celebrated in Mexico, and how 
they celebrate it here in the U.S. Or invite 
someone in to talk about this holiday. 
Discuss the emotional needs that this day 
fills. (People feel safe to express sorrow 
and sadness about family members who 
have passed away and can also express 
their joy in celebrating the return of the 
spirits.)

Native American Heritage Month: 
Native American is a term invented by 
non-Indians, with the intention of reducing 
prejudice. American Indians have stated 
that they do not mind being called Indians, 
but prefer to be called by their tribal 
names. Check for Indian reservations in 
your state, and locate them on a map; if 
feasible, invite an American Indian to 
come in to talk to your class about their 
tribe, customs, history, etc.

Bring in books, videos, music, and crafts 
from the original inhabitants of your own 
state. Tell students the animal names from 
Indian words: skunk, raccoon, woodchuck, 
moose, and chipmunk; plants and foods: 
squash, avocado, tomato, tobacco, potato. 
Other Indian words in English: blizzard, 
Yankee, canoe, toboggan, igloo, barbecue, 
tomahawk, hammock.

   Quizzes and Teacher’s Guide November 2022



 1. b
 2. a
 3. b
 4. d
 5. a
 6. c
 7. b
 8. a
 9. b
10. c
11. T
12. F 
(Veterans Day)
13. T
14. F (one  
          hour)
15. T

Explain why a disease might affect 
American Indians differently from the way 
it affected Europeans. How did disease 
make it easier for Europeans to settle in 
the New World?

Congress passed a law in 1924 that gave 
citizenship to all American Indians born 
in the U.S. However, some states did not 
give full voting rights to American Indians 
until 1965.

Return to Standard Time: Each year 
in the spring we turn the clocks forward 
and in the fall we turn the clocks back. 
Some people like this change of the clocks. 
Some people do not like this change. 
The Senate has passed a law to stop this 
change, but the House has not voted on 
it yet. Have students talk about what they 
think about changing the clocks. Ask them 
if they think we should keep changing the 
clocks or if we should stop. Have students 
vote to see how many people are for each 
side.

Election Day: Review with the class 
what they already know about state and 
local leaders. Have them report on any ads 
they have seen on TV or on signs. Who 
are the local and state candidates? Read 
How do Americans vote? on page 7. After 
the election, have them fill in the report 
on page 7. If necessary, explain that when 
an election is very close, votes must be 
counted again. 

Veterans Day: Prior to reading, ask such 
questions as: Have you or anyone in your 
family ever been in the military service in 
the U.S. or in your home country? Must 
a person join the military in your home 
country when they are 18? Talk about a 
country’s need for defense. Discuss the 
difference between a draft and a volunteer 
army. Point out that all young men, from 
age 18 to 25, both citizens and non-citizens, 
must register with the Selective Service 
System. This is not a draft, but lets the 
government know who is available in case 
of a national emergency. An immigrant can 
lose the right to later citizenship if he does 
not register! The easiest way to register is 
on the Selective Service website. Check the 
local newspapers for Veterans Day parades 
or ceremonies. Encourage students to attend 
and report back to the class. 

Thanksgiving: Elicit from students 
what they already know about the Pilgrims, 
why they came to America, and the first 
Thanksgiving feast. Ask questions such as: 
Were you here last year at Thanksgiving 
time? What did you do? What are your 
plans for this Thanksgiving Day? What 
food will you have? Do you have a similar 
holiday in your home country? What are 
you thankful for?

Talk about the National Day of Mourning 
that is observed by native tribes in the New 
England states. There is a demonstration, 
march, and speech on the hill overlooking 
Plymouth Rock in Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
Have students discuss why the tribes feel 
this way about this day.

 Black Friday: Over the last few years, 
Black Friday sales have started earlier 
and earlier. They have also gotten bigger 
online. This year, there may be more in 
person sales because people are returning 
to their lives after COVID-19. Talk to 
students about being careful in the stores if 
they do go to the sales. There can be fights 
and violence over big sale items.

This is your page (page 4) 

 We are always looking for more readers’ 
stories. Check our website for writers’ 
guidelines to know what stories we 
publish; then encourage your students to 
write to us. You can submit them through 
our contact us page on our website or to 
our email info@easyenglishnews.com. 
Have students relate the readers’ stories to 
their own lives. After reading the stories, 
ask questions such as: Where is a place 
you would like to travel in the U.S.? How 
do you like to practice English? Have 
you ever had trouble communicating with 
someone? What happened? Who do you 
ask when you have questions about the 
U.S.? What do you do to keep your family 
healthy? 

America the Beautiful 
Mesa Verde National Park (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
where Mesa Verde National Park is and 
how it became a national park. They will 
be able to tell what visitors can see and do 
there. 

Procedures: Ask students questions 
such as: Where is Mesa Verde National 
Park? Who made the buildings there? Why 
did Congress and President Theodore 
Roosevelt make this area a national park? 
What can people do and see at Mesa 
Verde?

The Great American Smokeout 
(page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell five bad results from smoking and 
explain several tips for smokers to stop 
smoking. Emphasize: No one thinks they 
are going to be addicted when they start 
smoking, but it is extremely hard to stop. 
Using e-cigarettes (vaping) is popular 
among people trying to quit, but these are 
also addictive, as they contain nicotine. 

16. F (Thursday)
17. F (turkey) 
18. F (stop  
     smoking)
19. F (vote)
20. F (January 3,  
         2023)
21. J (shelter)
22. C (tribe)
23. A (polls)
24. E (explorers)
25. F (vaccine)
26. B (artifacts)
27. I (paycheck)
28. G (dose)
29. D (evacuate)
30. H (territory)

Nicotine is especially harmful for young 
people with developing brains.

How do Americans vote? 
(page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the date for Election Day, tell when the 
polls are open in their state, and where the 
polling places are in their neighborhood. 
Students who are citizens and registered to 
vote will recognize their responsibility to 
understand the issues and to vote. Students 
will be able to tell the names of the 
winning congressperson-elect from their 
district and any new senator or governor 
of your state. Students will be able to tell 
the number of Republicans, Democrats, 
and Independents who were elected to 
Congress and when they will take office. 

COVID-19 update: A new vaccine 
and booster (page 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
name the new COVID-19 vaccine. They 
will be able to tell how this vaccine is 
different from the first vaccines. They 
will be able to tell how the new boosters 
are different from the first vaccines and 
boosters. 

Procedures: Ask questions such as: What 
company made the new vaccine? What 
makes this new vaccine different? What is 
different about Pfizer and Moderna’s new 
booster shots?

ANSWERS



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

November 2022 Quiz I

____  1. Hurricane Fiona made landfall in   

  a)  South Carolina.
  b)  Puerto Rico.
  c)  Hawaii.
  d)  Florida.

____  2. Where did Hurricane Fiona go after it 
went back into the Atlantic Ocean?

  a)   Nova Scotia, Canada
  b)  Florida
  c)  South Carolina
  d)  New Jersey coast

____  3. Hurricane Fiona had windspeeds of 

  a)   155 miles per hour.
  b)  130 miles per hour.
  c)  75 miles per hour.
  d)  50 miles per hour. 

____  4. How strong was Hurricane Ian when it 
made landfall in Florida?

  a)  Category 1
  b)  Category 2
  c)  Category 3
  d)  Category 4

____  5. Hurricane Ian had windspeeds of

  a)  155 miles per hour.
  b)  105 miles per hour.
  c)  21 miles per hour.
  d)  2 miles per hour.

____  6. How many people lost power in Florida 
because of Hurricane Ian?

  a)   900,000 people
  b)   1.5 million people
  c)   2.4 million people
  d)   150,000 people

____  7. What happened to the roads to Sanibel 
and Pine Islands? 

  a)    They were filled with cars.
  b)   They washed away in the hurricane.
  c)   They were covered with sand.
  d)  They were not damaged by the   

 storm.

____  8. Where did Hurricane Ian make landfall 
after Florida?

  a)   South Carolina 
  b)   North Carolina
  c)   Virginia
  d)   Delaware

____  9. How much money did insurance experts 
think it would take to fix all the 
damage from Hurricane Ian?

  a) 500 thousand dollars
  b)   50 billion dollars
  c)   100 million dollars
  d)  450 million dollars

____  10. How did rescuers get to people who 
were trapped by Hurricane Ian?

  a)   on foot
  b)   cars and trucks
  c)   boats and helicopters
  d)   ambulances
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for false. 
If the sentence is false, make it true. Write words to 
replace the underlined words.

____  11. Native American Heritage Month is 
November.   

          ________________________________

____  12. All Saints’ Day honors men and women 
who have served in the Armed Forces.   
_______________________________

____  13. On All Souls’ Day many Catholics 
and other Christians visit cemeteries. 
_______________________________

____  14. Daylight Saving Time ends on  Sunday, 
November 6. Clocks must go back two 
hours. ___________________________

____  15.  Dia de los muertos is the Mexican 
holiday that means the Day of the Dead. 
_______________________________

____  16. The fourth Wednesday of 
November is Thanksgiving. 
_______________________________

____  17. People traditionally eat 
roast beef on Thanksgiving. 
_______________________________

____  18.  The purpose of the Great American 
Smokeout is to help people learn to 
cook. _______________________

____  19. Puerto Rico and some U.S. territories 
send delegates to Congress who may 
speak, but cannot listen.  
_______________________________

____  20. The new Congress members will begin 
their terms on November 8, 2022. 
_______________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. Write 
the letter of that word on the line in front of the 
number.

        Word List

   A. polls  F.  vaccine 
   B. artifacts  G. dose
   C. tribe  H. territory
   D. evacuate  I.  paycheck
   E. explorers  J.  shelter

____  21. In times of danger, people may 
have to leave home and go to a 
______________________.

____  22.  A large group of American Indians     
related by birth or marriage is a 
_________________.

____  23. Voters go to the ________________ to 
vote on Election Day.

____  24.  People who travel from place to place 
to discover new things are called 
______________________________.

____  25. A ________________ is given using a 
needle and helps protect a person from 
illness.

____  26. Archeologists find and save  
____________________ from long ago.

____  27.  An employer gives an employee a  
________________.

____  28. How much medicine you should take at 
one time is a ________________.

____  29. During a hurricane, people may need to 
____________ to a safe place. 

____  30. Puerto Rico is a U.S. _______________.
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