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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

• As capitalization practice: Words in the word bank 

are intentionally not capitalized unless it is a proper 
name. Students can practice capitalization by adding 
capital letters where it is necessary.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There 
might be more than one possible answer in each group 
of words. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as open book 
(newspaper) tests.
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name________________________________________ Date ___________________

A Mysterious Balloon 

 Each country has the right to _____________________ the air above its land. This air is called the 

country’s _____________________. Countries _____________________ fly planes or other aircraft 

in another country’s airspace without that country’s permission. This is _____________________ 

international law.

On _____________________ 28, a very large balloon flew into United States airspace. It flew over 

_____________________. On January 30, it _____________________ the U.S./Canada border into 

Canada. The U.S. and Canadian military determined that the balloon was a _____________________ 

surveillance balloon from China. They watched the balloon to see _____________________ it would 

go next. 

Across the U.S.

It crossed back into the United States over Idaho on January 31. _____________________ leaders 

talked to President Biden about the spy balloon. They needed to know what to do. 

      
WORD BANK

 Alaska      where  high-altitude      against  military

 January      protect  airspace       cannot  crossed
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Borrowing Money

Houses, cars, and college _____________________ a lot of money in the United States. Most people 

do not have _____________________ money to pay cash for these things. It may take them a long 

_____________________ to save enough money to pay for these items, so they need to borrow money.

Some people _____________________ money from friends and family. But most people cannot 

do that. Most people get a _____________________ from a bank or credit union. Banks offer 

different _____________________ of loans for the different things people want to buy. It is very 

_____________________ to know about the kinds of loans and the rules for each type of loan before you 

borrow any money. 

Interest

All loans that you get from a bank or credit union will have _____________________. Interest is the 

fee that _____________________ pay to borrow money. You will pay back all the money you borrow 

_____________________ the interest. The bank will list the interest rate as a percentage like 3% or 7%. 

Some interest rates can be as high as 30% to 40%.

     
WORD BANK

    borrow      cost  important  time  plus

 enough      loan  interest  types  you
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Name_______________________________________ Date ___________________

Daylight Saving Time Begins

 Every year, _____________________ Saving Time (DST) begins and Standard Time ends 

on the second Sunday in March. This year DST begins on _____________________ 12. In 

each U.S. time _____________________, 2 a.m. becomes 3 a.m. Many people turn the clock 

_____________________ before they go to sleep on Saturday night. 

March 12 will _____________________ have 23 hours. Many people will 

_____________________ an hour of sleep. They may be _____________________ Monday 

morning. Drive extra _____________________. There are more _____________________ that day.  

Some states and all U.S. territories do not _____________________ Daylight Saving Time. Arizona, 

Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin 

Islands stay on Standard Time all year. 

     
WORD BANK

  ahead  lose  carefully  daylight      only

 March  tired  accidents  observe      zone
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Name_____________________________________  Date _____________________

St. Patrick’s Day

Many ____________________________ came to the U.S. from Ireland. They brought 

their _____________________ holidays with them. They invite Americans who are not 

____________________________ to celebrate these holidays, too.

One of the holidays is St. Patrick’s ____________________________. St. 

____________________________ is the patron saint of Ireland. He brought 

____________________________ to the Irish people in the fifth century. 

St. Patrick’s Day is ____________________________ 17. The holiday is very 

____________________________. There are many parades. Irish people wear 

____________________________. This shows their ____________________________ in being Irish. 

Other people wear green, too, to be “Irish for a day.” 

     
WORD BANK

    Patrick  green   March    Christianity immigrants

    Irish  pride   favorite    day   joyful
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Name_____________________________________  Date _____________________
 

Paying Income Tax in the U.S.

Once a year, ____________________________ must report their income to the government. 

They do this by ____________________________ an income tax return. (Note: A tax 

____________________________ is not the same as a tax refund. A return is the document 

you use to ____________________________ your income. A refund is money you may 

get ____________________________.) The deadline for filing a tax return this year is 

____________________________ 18. 

Why withhold?

____________________________ pay period, employers withhold ____________________________ 

from a worker’s pay. The employer sends this money to the Internal ____________________________ 

Service (IRS). The IRS withholds taxes monthly so that a worker won’t have to 

____________________________ all the taxes at once at the end of the year. 

      
WORD BANK

	 pay	 	 each	 	 						Americans	 	 report	 	 filing

 April  taxes        revenue    return  back
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Name_____________________________________  Date _____________________

First Ladies of the United States

There have been 46 ____________________________ in the history of the United States. So 

____________________________, all of these presidents have been men. When these men were 

____________________________, their wives became the first lady. If the president was not married or if 

his wife had died, his sister, daughter, ____________________________, or friend would act as first lady. 

The first lady’s job is ____________________________. She ____________________________ no pay. 

Everyone expects her to be a ____________________________ model. She has no privacy. She manages the 

White ____________________________ staff. She chooses ____________________________ and art for 

the rooms, plans parties and other events, and greets guests. She goes to political events with the president. 

____________________________ she goes to events in place of the president. 

There have been 54 first ladies in U.S. history. The early first ladies stayed out of the public eye. They did 

not have any special national projects.

     
WORD BANK

	 elected	 					house	 	 sometimes		 difficult	 					role

 niece       furniture  presidents  receives      far
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

March 2023: Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle around 
the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A         B         C          D

1. aircraft   plane    helicopter    car 

2. Alaska   Idaho    California    South Carolina

3. loan   paper money  cash     coins

4. car    food    house     college

5. interest rate  variable rate  prime rate    collateral

6. Arizona   Puerto Rico  Washington, D.C.  Hawaii

7. March 17  March 20   vernal equinox   spring

8.  St. Patrick  green clothing    corned beef and cabbage Holi

9.  shamrock  cherry blossom  pot of gold    leprechaun

10. birthdate  earnings   Social Security number  collateral

11. Melania Trump Ruth Bader Ginsburg Eleanor Roosevelt  Betty Ford

12. Jill Biden  Martha Washington Dolley Madison   Abigail Adams
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. A Mysterious Balloon
1. What is the air above a country called? ___________________________________________

2. Can countries fly planes or other aircraft into the air above another country without    

 permission?                             YES                          NO

3. When did a very large balloon fly over Alaska? _____________________________________

4. Where did it fly next? _________________________________________________________

5. When did it come back into the United States? _____________________________________

6. Where did the balloon come from? _______________________________________________

7. How big was the spy equipment on the balloon? ____________________________________

8. Did the U.S. shoot down the balloon over Montana?                     YES                   NO

9. What did China say the balloon was studying? _____________________________________

10. Where did the U.S. shoot down the balloon? ______________________________________

11. How did China react to the U.S. shooting down the balloon?

 a. They were okay with it because they broke international law and invaded U.S. airspace.

 b. They were upset and said they would get back at the U.S. for shooting down the   

  balloon.
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

1. What type of loan does someone get to help pay for a house? 

 ________________________________________________________________________

2. What type of loan helps to pay for college? _______________________________________

3. What is the fee you pay to borrow money called? __________________________________

4. What interest rate doesn’t change? ______________________________________________

5. What interest rate can change? _________________________________________________

6. What is a loan that requires collateral called? _____________________________________

7. What is a loan that does not require collateral called? _______________________________

8. What does a bank or car dealer do if someone does not pay back an auto loan?

 ________________________________________________________________________

9. Who gives out Federal Student loans? ____________________________________________

10. What two loans can be dangerous, are hard to pay back, and can lead to debt?

 a. ______________________________________________________________________

 b. ______________________________________________________________________

II. Borrowing Money
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in March

1. March comes in like a lion and goes out like a ____________________________________.

2. March is _______________________________________ History Month.

3. What day is Read Across America Day? __________________________________________

4. What day do people turn their clocks ahead for Daylight Saving Time?      

 ________________________________________________________________________

5. What time on this day do people turn their clocks ahead?   ___________________________ 

6. Which two states in the U.S. do not change for Daylight Saving Time?      

 __________________________________     ________________________________

7. What is the name of the bill in Congress that would make Daylight Saving Time permanent?  

 _______________________________________________________________________

8. What day is Holi this year? ____________________________________________________

9. What religion is this holiday from? ______________________________________________

10. What day is the vernal equinox? _______________________________________________ 

11. What day is St. Patrick’s Day? _________________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

12. What country is this holiday from? _____________________________________________ 

13. What is a favorite color on St. Patrick’s Day? ____________________________________

14. What plant did St. Patrick use to teach people about “God in three parts?”

 ________________________________________________________________________

15. What imaginary small person lives in the woods in Ireland, collecting gold? 

 ________________________________________________________________________

16. What is the Muslim holy month called? _________________________________________

17. When does this month start and end this year? _________________________________   

 to ___________________________________________________________________  

18. The people of what country gave a gift of 3,000 cherry trees to the people of the United

      States? __________________

19. Where are those cherry trees now? ___________________________________________

20. When is the National Cherry Blossom festival this year? From  ______________________   

 to   _____________________________________________________________________

III. Events in March (continued)
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

IV. Paying Income Tax in the U.S.
1. Is the income tax return the same as an income tax refund?                 YES                 NO

2. What form has an employee’s earnings for the past year? _______________________________

3. On what form do employers report the income of an independent contractor?     

 __________________________________________________________________________

4. How much is a tax payer’s standard deduction? ___________________________________

5. Does a tax payer have to report income from tips, rent, bank interest, business profits, pensions, 

     and lottery winnings to the government?                          YES                              NO

6. Where can a person find the form for filing income tax returns?  ________________________

7. The 1040 form has additional pages called ___________________________ to report interest  

 income, itemized deductions, rental income, etc.

8. Where can people with low income get free help online? ______________________________,

         _________________________________, ________________________________________,  

 ____________________________________, and ___________________________________

9. What does VITA stand for? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

1. How does someone become first lady? 

 a. She is elected      b. She volunteers     c. Her spouse is elected president

2. Does the first lady choose furniture and art for the White House?            YES            NO

3. How many first ladies has the United States had?  __________________________________

4. Who was the first first lady to live in the White House? _____________________________

5. Which first lady planned a park along the Potomac River? ___________________________

6. Which first lady became a delegate to the United Nations General Assembly?     

 ________________________________________________________________________

7. Which first lady talked about breast cancer in public for the first time? 

 ________________________________________________________________________

8. Which two first ladies worked with literacy in adults and children?  

 _______________________________ and _____________________________________

9. After she was first lady, what other political jobs did Hillary Clinton have? 

 ____________________________ and  _______________________________________

10. Which first lady wanted to stop cyberbullying and opioid drug abuse?      

 ____________________________________________________________________

11. Who is the first presidential spouse to have a career while being first lady? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

V. First Ladies of the United States
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Critical-thinking and Creative-thinking Questions

Choose one or more of the following questions to discuss with a partner or small group. Report 
your ideas to the class. 

1. China said the giant balloon was a weather balloon and it was not dangerous. The 
Chinese government was mad when the United States shot down the balloon. The 
United States government said that the giant balloon was a spy balloon that broke 
international laws. They said they had the right to shoot down the balloon. Was 
the U.S. right to shoot down the balloon? Should the U.S. have trusted the Chinese 
government? Why or why not?  

2. The U.S. government had the military collect the parts of the balloon that was shot down 
to study it. What do you think the U.S. government will learn from these parts? 

3. Irish immigrants brought St. Patrick’s Day to the United States. Other holidays have also 
come to the U.S. with people from other countries. Which holiday from your home 
country would you like people in the U.S. to start celebrating? Why did you choose 
this holiday? How would people here celebrate this holiday?

4. If you were the spouse of the president of the United States, what project would you 
choose? Why?

5. When a woman is elected president, what do you think her spouse should be called? 
Explain your choice.

6. Choose a famous woman. You can use one from the newspaper or one that you find 
yourself. Research about this person. Where and when was she born? What is her 
story? Why is she famous? Share what you learned about this person with your class.

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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March 2023  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-answer Tests

I. A Mysterious Balloon

1. airspace
2. NO
3. January 28
4. Canada
5. January 31
6. China
7. three city buses
8. NO
9. the weather
10. over the ocean/the coast of South Carolina
11. b

II. Borrowing Money

1. mortgage loan
2. student loan
3. interest
4. fixed rate
5. variable rate
6. secured loan
7. unsecured loan
8. repossess the car
9. U.S. Department of Education
10. a. payday loans, b. title loans

III. Events in March

1. lamb
2. Women’s
3. March 2
4. March 12
5. 2 a.m.
6. Arizona and Hawaii
7. The Sunshine Protection Act
8. March 8
9. Hindu
10. March 20
11. March 17
12. Ireland
13. green
14. shamrock

15. leprechauns
16. Ramadan
17. March 22 to April 21
18. Japan
19. Washington, D.C.
20. March 20 to April 16

IV. Paying Income Tax in the U.S.

1. NO
2. W-2
3. 1099
4. $12,950
5. YES
6. IRS.gov
7. schedules
8. Turbotax, H & R Block, Liberty Tax, Tax Act,  
 and others
9. Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program

V. First Ladies of the United States 

1. C
2. YES
3. 54
4. Abigail Adams
5. Helen Taft
6. Eleanor Roosevelt
7. Betty Ford
8. Barbara Bush and Laura Bush
9. Senator and Secretary of State
10. Melania Trump
11. Jill Biden
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