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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There 
might be more than one possible answer in each group 
of words. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as open book 
(newspaper) tests.
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Back to the Moon

United States _________________________ landed on the moon on July 20, 1969. This was the first 

time anyone _________________________ on the moon. From 1969 _________________________ 

1972, 12 men walked on the moon. _________________________ men took pictures, collected moon 

rocks and soil, and did tests. Astronaut Alan Shepherd _________________________ hit a golf ball on 

the moon. 

In _________________________ 1972, the last men walked on the moon. The U.S. Congress said that 

it cost _________________________ much money to send more astronauts to the moon. They cut the 

_________________________ program budget.

Astronaut Eugene Cernan was the last man to walk on the moon. He said, “We 

_________________________, not too long into the future…we shall return, with peace and hope for 

all mankind.” He didn’t know it would be more than 50 years _________________________ astronauts 

would walk on the moon again. 

      
WORD BANK

 walked  even  December  believe     space

 before  until  astronauts  these      too
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Ways to Pay: Credit Cards, Debit Cards, and Gift Cards

A very _________________________ way to pay for things today is with a credit card. 

You may hear people say, “_________________________ it” or “Put it on my card.” 

They _________________________ to pay their bill with a credit or debit card. Both 

_________________________ are plastic. Both cards let you pay _________________________ cash or 

a check. But they are very different. 

Credit cards

A credit card is a _________________________ from a credit card company. You must apply 

for a credit card. The credit card company will _________________________ at your income and 

credit score. They _________________________ approve or deny your application. They will 

_________________________ give you a spending limit. You _________________________ spend 

more money than the limit they give you.

     
WORD BANK

 cannot  want  without  look      also

 charge  loan   popular  cards      will
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Martin Luther King Jr. was one of the most important _________________________ of the 20th 

century. He was born _________________________ 15, 1929. Americans celebrate his life on the third 

_________________________ of January. This year it is January 16.

Martin _________________________ King Jr. was a Christian _________________________. 

He led a nationwide _________________________ to end segregation and to get equal 

_________________________ rights for black people. 

The work was dangerous. The police _________________________ King for leading a bus 

boycott in _________________________. When he got out of jail, someone threw a bomb into his 

_________________________. It almost killed him and his family. 

     
WORD BANK

 Luther     movement   leaders  civil    Alabama  

 January     house    minister  Monday   arrested 
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

The State of the Union

How is the _________________________ doing? What are the most important 

_________________________ we have? What does the _________________________ need to do? 

In late January or February each year, the _________________________ of the United States tells 

Congress about conditions in the nation. The President’s _________________________ is called the 

“State of the Union” address. He tells about his _________________________ for the country for the 

year. 

U.S. _________________________ and representatives meet together in the House of 

Representatives. The President’s Cabinet, the Supreme Court _________________________, and the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff will also be there. The First Lady, Jill Biden, will be there. There will be special 

_________________________ whom the President wants to honor. 

Television  _________________________ will broadcast this speech.

     
WORD BANK

 goals      President    senators    justices      country

 problems     government    networks    speech      guests



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
Yosemite National Park

Yosemite [yo SEM ih tee] National Park is in _________________________. It is one of the most 

_________________________ places in America. More than three _________________________ 

visitors come here each year to see the high waterfalls, deep _________________________, huge 

rocks, giant trees, and lovely wild flowers. There are many squirrels, mule deer, bears, bighorn sheep, 

and other _________________________.  

Yosemite Valley was formed by a _________________________. When the glacier 

_________________________, it left rounded domes and  huge monoliths. 

_________________________ is a huge granite monolith. It’s _________________________ 3,000 

feet high. Rock _________________________ come from around the world to climb El Capitan. They 

also try to climb Half Dome. Half Dome rises 4,733 feet from the valley. 

     
WORD BANK

 million    California    El Capitan    animals  glacier

 climbers    melted    beautiful     valleys  nearly
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Seasonal Sea Turtle Trouble

Sea turtles are _________________________. This means that their body temperature changes when 

the temperature _________________________ them changes. In the _________________________, 

the water in the ocean gets colder. Sea turtles’ body _________________________ also get colder. If 

the ocean temperature _________________________ below 50 degrees Fahrenheit, sea turtles become 

cold-stunned.

Cold-stunned sea turtles’ heart _________________________ slow down. Their blood moves 

_________________________ in their body. They _________________________ swim well. They 

have trouble _________________________ back to warmer water. They float to the surface of the 

ocean and _________________________ up on the beach.

     
WORD BANK

  slower      getting  temperatures    drops      rates

 cannot      around   cold-blooded    winter      wash      
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

January 2023: Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle around 
the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

  A      B         C       D

1. Alan Shepherd  Eugene Cernan  astronaut       Joe Biden   

2. Artemis 1  Apollo 17   Artemis 2       Artemis 3

3. cash   debit card   credit card       personal check

4.  New Year’s Day Mummer’s Parade    Christmas       Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

5. Nobel Peace Prize Martin Luther King Jr.   first lady       civil rights movement

6. protest   sit-in     address       boycott   

7.  Joint Chiefs of Staff Supreme Court Justices  Gandhi        President’s Cabinet 

8. monolith   Capitol     El Capitan       Half Dome

9. senator   representative   Congress        vice president  

10. Congress  House    Senate         president

11. Guam   Puerto Rico  New Mexico American Samoa

12. window   skunk   smoke  cigar
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I.  Back to the Moon
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1. When did U.S. astronauts first land on the moon? ___________________________________

2. From 1969 to 1972, how many men walked on the moon? ____________________________

3. When did the last man walk on the moon? _________________________________________

4. What was his name? __________________________________________________________

5. What is NASA’s new project called? _____________________________________________

6. How many flights are planned for this project? _____________________________________

7. When did the first flight launch? ________________________________________________

8. How far did it go? ____________________________________________________________

9. When did it come back to Earth? ________________________________________________

10. Which flight in this project will land people on the moon again? ______________________

11. Have women and people of color walked on the moon yet?                YES                   NO 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

II.  Ways to Pay: Credit Cards, Debit Cards, and Gift Cards
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1. What might someone say if they want to pay their bill with a credit or debit card?

 ___________________________________ or _____________________________________ 

2. What type of card is a loan? _______________________________________________________

3. What type of card is connected to your bank account? __________________________________

4. What type of card do you buy from the store? ________________________________________

5. What does a credit card company charge if you don’t pay your whole balance each month?

 ___________________________________________________________________________

6. Which type of card makes it easy to spend too much money? ____________________________

7. Which type of card makes it easier to stay away from debt? _____________________________

8. What fee does a bank charge for trying to spend more money than what is in your account?

 ___________________________________________________________________________

9. What four-digit number tells the bank you own your account? ___________________________ 

10. What machine lets you withdraw cash from your bank account? _________________________

11. Can some prepaid cards be used anywhere you can use credit cards?           YES              NO



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in January

1. What Roman god is January named for? _________________________

2. This god had two _______________________ so he could see the past and the future.

3. Is New Year’s Day a national holiday?  YES  NO

4. What group of actors and costume designers have a parade in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on

 New Year’s Day? ____________________________________________________________

5. What do people make on New Year’s Day to help them change bad habits?

 ________________________________________________________________________

6. What calendar do Eastern Orthodox Christians use to set their holidays? ________________

7. What date on the Gregorian calendar is Orthodox Christmas? ______________________

8. Do Orthodox Christians eat a lot of meat and cheese 40 days before Christmas?      YES     NO

9. On what day was Martin Luther King Jr. born? ____________________________________

10. What was his occupation? ____________________________________________________

11. Where did he lead a bus boycott? ______________________________________________

12. What did someone throw into his house that nearly killed King and his family?

 ___________________________________________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

13. What leader in India also taught non-violence? ___________________________________

14. What organization did Martin Luther King Jr. form to fight segregation? 

      __________________________________________________________________________

15. Where did 250,000 people march in the summer of 1963? ___________________________

16. What prize did Martin Luther King Jr. receive in 1964? ____________________________

17. How old was King when someone assassinated him? _______________________________

18. Who killed King? ___________________________________________________________

19. In what year? ______________________________________________________________

20. Where is there a memorial to honor Martin Luther King Jr.? 

 ________________________________________________________________________

21. Who will give a State of the Union address to Congress? ___________________________

22. Where will people in government meet to hear the speech? 

 ________________________________________________________________________

23. Where can you watch the speech at home? _______________________________________

III. Events in January (continued)
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

IV. America the Beautiful: Yosemite National Park

1. In what state is Yosemite National Park? _________________________________________

2. How many visitors come to the park each year?____________________________________

3. What formed the Yosemite Valley? ______________________________________________

4. How high is El Capitan? ______________________________________________________

5. What kind of rock is El Capitan made of? ________________________________________

6. What rock formation rises 4,733 feet from the valley? ______________________________

7. What kind of deer have long ears? _______________________________________________

8. On what river can people go rafting in Yosemite National Park? 

    ___________________________________________________________________________

9. How many miles of trails are there for hiking, backpacking, and horseback riding?

    ___________________________________________________________________________

10. At the park, who teaches people about the nature and history of Yosemite Valley?

     ___________________________________________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. The 118th Congress

1. When was the 118th Congress elected? ___________________________________________

2. When will they meet in Washington, D.C.? ________________________________________

3. What is the number of senators in Congress? ____________  Representatives?  __________

Total?  _______________________________________________________ members

4. What two major political parties have members in Congress? _________________________

and _____________________________________________________________________

5. Which party has a small majority in the Senate? ____________________________________

6. Which party has a small majority in the House of Representatives? ____________________

7. Who is the first female President Pro Tempore of the Senate? _________________________

8. Who is the first Black party leader in U.S. Congress history?

 ___________________________________________________________________________

9. Can the representative from Washington D.C. vote in Congress?              YES              NO

10. What can President Biden do if he doesn’t like a law Congress passed? ________________

11. Can Congress override his veto?  YES  NO



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

VI. Seasonal Sea Turtle Trouble
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1. Where do sea turtles live? ________________________________________________________

2. What is it called when a body’s temperature changes with the weather and temperature around  

 it? ___________________________________________________________________

3. What happens to cold-stunned sea turtles? Mark your answers.

  a. heart rate slows down    b. blood moves slower

  c. they warm up on their own   d. they swim away

  e. they get pneumonia and frostbite  f. they wash up on the beach

4. Where do water temperatures change very quickly? ____________________________________

5. Should you try and touch a cold-stunned sea turtle?               YES                      NO

6. Who helps cold-stunned sea turtles? ________________________________________________

 and ________________________________________________________________________
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Creative-thinking and Critical-thinking Questions

Choose questions to discuss or research in a small group and share with the class.

1. U.S. astronauts first went to the moon in 1969. They explored the moon in several 
missions from 1969 to 1972. Why do you think NASA would want to send astronauts 
back to the moon? What do you think NASA wants to learn from the tests that the 
astronauts will do? Why would people need to live on the moon for days? For weeks? 
For months or longer? Would you like to live on the moon? Why or why not?

2. When astronauts go into space, there is not much room for their personal items. Imagine 
you are getting ready to go into space for a week. What items would you pack to take 
with you? Would you pack the same things in you were going to space for a month?

3. Make a list of possible New Year’s resolutions. Think about habits you might want to 
change or goals you want to accomplish. Choose one or two items from your list 
that you would really like to try. Make a plan that helps you achieve these goals. 
What will you do to start? How long should it take you? Who will you tell about 
your resolutions? Who will you ask to help you? Try following your plan. After two 
months, look at your goals again. Did you achieve them? Do you need more time?

4. Martin Luther King Jr. used boycotts to help fight for civil rights. Think about the 
world today. What is something you would like to boycott? A product? A company? 
Something else? Why do you want to boycott this? A boycott works better when 
more people participate. How would you tell people about your boycott? What would 
you say to convince them to boycott this thing with you?



January 2023 
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests

I. Back to the Moon

1. July 20, 1969
2. 12
3. December 1972
4. Eugene Cernan
5. Artemis
6. at least 8
7. November 16, 2022
8. 1.3 million miles
9. December 11, 2022
10. Artemis 3
11. NO
 

II. Ways to Pay: Credit Cards, Debit Cards, 
and Gift Cards

1. Charge it. or Put it on my card.
2. credit card
3. debit card
4. gift card or prepaid card
5. interest
6. credit cards
7. debit cards
8. overdraft fees
9. PIN
10. ATM
11. YES

III. Events in January

1. Janus
2. faces
3. YES
4. Mummers
5. resolutions
6. Julian
7. January 7
8. NO
9. January 15, 1929
10. minister
11. Alabama
12. a bomb
13. Mahatma Gandhi
14. Southern Christian Leadership Conference
15. Washington, D.C.

16. Nobel Peace Prize
17. 39 years old
18. James Earl Ray
19. 1968
20. near the Mall, Washington, D.C.
21. President Joe Biden
22. U.S. House of Representatives
23. on TV or YouTube

IV. Yosemite National Park

1. California
2. more than 3 million
3. glacier
4. 3,000 ft high
5. granite
6. Half Dome
7. mule deer
8. Merced River
9. 800
10. park rangers

IV. The 118th Congress

1. November 8, 2022
2. January 3
3. 100, 435, 535
4. Democrats, Republicans
5. Republicans
6. Democrats
7. Patty Murray
8. Hakeem Jeffries
9. NO
10. veto it
11. YES

V. Seasonal Sea Turtle Trouble

1. in the ocean
2. cold-blooded
3. a, b, e, f
4. shallow water
5. NO
6. veterinarians and 
  rehabilitation workers
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