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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There 
might be more than one possible answer in each group 
of words. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as open book 
(newspaper) tests.
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Midterm Elections

  Tuesday, _______________________ 8, is Election Day. American _______________________ will 

elect a new Congress. The 2022 elections are called _______________________ elections. That’s because 

President Biden is halfway _______________________ his four-year term. 

Who is running for election?

There are 435 representatives in the _______________________ of Representatives. A representative’s 

_______________________ is two years. Every _______________________ in the House is up for 

election. 

The U.S. Senate has 100 senators. A senator’s term is _______________________ years. One-third of the 

senators are up for election _______________________ year.

Voters will also _______________________ state legislators, city mayors, city council members, and 36 

state governors.

     
WORD BANK

 midterm     House  representative  term    six

 choose     through  November   voters   this
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WORD BANK

 central    trouble  government    started  their

 orders    branches  guarantee     thousands some
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Banks in the U.S.

 In the United States, there is one central bank and _______________________ of smaller banks. 

The central bank

The _______________________ bank of the United States is called the Federal Reserve (the Fed). It 

was _______________________ in 1913 because people were worried about local banks. There was no 

_______________________ that the local banks were being responsible with peoples’ money. If the local 

banks had _______________________, the people who had money in those banks would lose their money. 

The U.S. _______________________ started the Federal Reserve to create rules for local banks and help 

local banks if they got into trouble.

Today, the Federal Reserve _______________________ new bills to be printed and coins to be made, sets 

interest rates, watches over banks, and helps regulate the U.S. financial markets.

Smaller banks

_______________________ of the smaller banks in the U.S. are national banks. They have “National” 

or “N.A.” in _______________________ names. They can have _______________________ all over the 

country. 



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Indigenous Peoples’ Day

 Indigenous Peoples’ Day _______________________ traditions and cultures of Indigenous 

People around the world. It is the _______________________ Monday of October. This year it is 

_______________________ 10.

Before Columbus, _______________________ people lived in the Americas for thousands of years. 

They lived and worked together in _______________________. They _______________________ self-

sufficient. 

When Columbus came to the Americas, he was _______________________ to the native people there. 

He used them as _______________________. His sailors _______________________ European diseases 

with them. The native people got _______________________ sick. A large number of them died from these 

diseases. 

     
WORD BANK

 second    slaves  communities     brought  very

 October    celebrates indigenous      cruel  were
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
Halloween

On Halloween, children _______________________ “Trick or treat!” They go to 

_______________________ homes in costumes and masks. The _______________________ hold out 

bags, plastic jack-o’-lanterns, and pillow cases. They hope they will get candy or money.

Halloween is _______________________ 31. Children love this _______________________. They wear 

_______________________, cute, or scary costumes. They dress as presidents, witches, devils, vampires, 

famous people, princesses, cowboys, robots, pumpkins, or just about _______________________ they can 

imagine! 

Adults can dress up and _______________________ this holiday, too. _______________________ people 

buy costumes. Some people make their own costumes. 

You can see many symbols of _______________________ during October: witches, ghosts, skeletons, and 

cemeteries. Jack-o’- lanterns, owls, black cats, devils, and scarecrows are common, too.

     
WORD BANK

 neighbors’   holiday Halloween  children     enjoy

 shout   funny  anything  October     some
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Can We Keep Schools Safe?

Schools have _______________________ been safe places for young people during the day. It is the 

school’s job to _______________________ it that way. 

However, school shootings are becoming more _______________________. This year there have been 29 

school shootings where _______________________ was hurt or killed. _______________________ year 

there were 34 school shootings. This news _______________________ students, teachers, and parents. It 

_______________________ people think that schools aren’t safe. 

Police and school _______________________ try to find out why school shootings happen. Some 

of the shooters _______________________ mental health problems. Some of them have been 

_______________________. 

     
WORD BANK

	 bullied	 					alarms	 	 common	 	 officials	 				keep

	 makes	 					always	 	 someone	 	 last	 	 				have
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Nashville, Tennessee: “Music City”

Nashville, the _______________________ of Tennessee, is famous for every kind of music, from country 

to classical. Some people call _______________________ “the Athens of the South.” There are many 

schools and _______________________ there. The Parthenon is _______________________, too!

In Nashville, you can see and hear the Grand Ole _______________________ and the Country Music Hall 

of Fame. _______________________ great musicians recorded their top hits in Nashville: Elvis Presley, 

Dolly Parton, Johnny Cash, Taylor Swift, and many more. 

There are _______________________ concerts in the summer and indoor concerts in the winter.

The Grand Ole Opry _______________________ has 4,400 seats. It is “Country Music’s most 

_______________________ stage.” Schermerhorn Symphony Center is a concert hall with a 3,600-pipe 

concert organ. 

Nashville is home to the Tennessee Titans _______________________ team and the Nashville Predators 

hockey team.

     
WORD BANK

 famous      house  universities      many       Opry

 capital      outdoor  Nashville      football       here
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

October 2022: Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle around 
the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

      A     B               C        D

1.  representative  city council member  president    mayor
 
2.   economy   gun violence   inflation    census

3.    Wyoming   California    New York    Texas

4.  Chase Bank  Federal Reserve   national bank   retail bank

5.   smoke alarm  fire drill    firefighter    fire

6.  candy   random acts of kindness souvenirs    flowers     
 

7.  UNESCO   USPS     WHO     UNICEF  
 

8.  ghost    skeleton    treat     vampire   
 

9.  parade   trick-or-treat   party     election    

10.   active shooter  background check  buzzer system   metal detector

11.   country   western    classical    military 

12.   library   county court house  bank     DMV    
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Midterm Elections 

1. What day is Election Day in the U.S. this year? ______________________________________

2. How many representatives are in the House of Representatives? __________________________ 

3. How long is a representative’s term? ________________________________________________

4. How many senators are in the U.S. Senate? __________________________________________

5. How long is a senator’s term? _____________________________________________________

6. Which state has the most representatives? ___________________________________________

7. What are the two major political parties in the U.S.?  __________________________________

 and ________________________________________________________________________

8. What are the three largest “third parties” in the U.S.? _________________________________,

 ________________________________________ and _______________________________

9.  Which party has the majority in the House of Representatives and the Senate now? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

10. Which party wants to take control of the House of Representatives and the Senate in the   

 midterm elections? ___________________________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  Banks in the U.S.

1. What is the central bank of the United States? ________________________________________  

2. When was this central bank started? ________________________________________________ 

3. What does this central bank do? Mark all your answers.

  a. orders new bills to be printed   b. orders new coins to be made

  c. gives out savings accounts    d. gives out loans

  e. sets interest rates     f. watches over banks

  g. gives out credit cards     h. regulates U.S. financial markets

4. What are the four most popular types of banks in the U.S. now?

 a. _________________________________________________________________________

 b. _________________________________________________________________________

 c. _________________________________________________________________________

 d. _________________________________________________________________________

5. Which agency insures peoples’ money in banks? ______________________________________ 

6. Which agency insures peoples’ money in credit unions? ________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in October

1. When does National Hispanic Heritage Month start and end?

 start - _________________________________,  end - ______________________________ 

2. What is the most important holiday of the Jewish year? ________________________________

3. When is Fire Prevention Week this year? ____________________________________________

4. Who visits schools during this week? _______________________________________________

5. When did Christopher Columbus land in the Americas? ________________________________ 

6. What holiday do some states celebrate instead of Columbus Day? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

7. Where did Sweetest Day start? _____________________________________________________

8. When did it start? _______________________________________________________________

9. When was the Universal Declaration of Human Rights created? __________________________  

10. How many languages has it been translated into? _____________________________________ 

11. Who does the U.N. agency UNHCR help? __________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in October (continued)
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12. What do children say when they go to their neighbors’ houses on Halloween?

 _______________________   _________________   ______________________________

13. What is a carved pumpkin called? __________________   _____’ _______________________  

14. What do people wear on Halloween? ______________________________________________ 

15. Who brought the holiday of Halloween to the United States? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

16. What do people give out on Halloween? ___________________________________ and

 ___________________________________________________________________________

17. Should children go trick or treating alone?                 YES                         NO 

18. Should parents examine the candy their children get to make sure it is safe?

   YES     NO



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Can We Keep Schools Safe?

1. How many school shootings were there last year? _____________________________________ 

2. How many school shootings have there been so far this year? ____________________________

3. What are two things students learn in anti-bullying programs at school?

 a. _________________________________________________________________________

 b.__________________________________________________________________________

4. What safety feature might students have to walk through before they go into school?

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How many states make schools do lockdown drills? ___________________________________

6.  Which of these actions might be part of a lockdown at a school? Mark your answers

  a. Students in the halls go quickly into a classroom

  b. All classroom doors stay open

  c. Students barricade the classroom door

  d. The teacher turns on the lights

  e. Students move to a safe area of the classroom



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

V.  Nashville, Tennessee: “Music City”

1. Is Nashville the capital of Tennessee?                 YES                    NO 

2. What river is Nashville on? _______________________________________________________ 

3. What building from ancient Greece is there a replica of in Nashville?

 ___________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the name of Country Music’s most famous stage? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

5. How many seats does the this place have? ___________________________________________

6. What kind of music do Taylor Swift, Dolly Parton, and Johnny Cash play? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

7. Where do they have concerts in the summer? _________________________________________

8. Where do they have concerts in the winter? __________________________________________

9. Which U.S. president’s home is in Nashville? ________________________________________

10. When is a good time to visit Nashville? ____________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

VI. Register to Vote  

1. How old must a citizen be to vote in the U.S.? ________________________________________

2. Can people who are not U.S. citizens vote in U.S. elections?             YES                 NO

3. If you are registered to vote, but you move, do you have to register again with your new   

 address?                    YES                       NO

4. Can a person who is in jail for a felony vote in the midterm elections?           YES             NO

5. Where can you register to vote? Mark your answers.

  a. the library   b. the DMV    c. at the grocery store

  d. the county courthouse  e. state welfare agencies  f. school

6. Can a person vote in any state that they want?                YES                    NO

7. What might happen to a noncitizen who registers to vote in the U.S.?

 a. _________________________________________________________________________

 b. _________________________________________________________________________

8. How can a person vote if he or she will be away from home on Election Day?

 __________________________________________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

Creative-thinking and Critical-thinking Questions

Choose questions to discuss or research in a small group and share with the class.

1. Members of the U.S. House of Representatives are elected for a term of two years. They 
have to start campaigning and raising money soon after they are elected in order to 
be elected again. Do you think they have enough time to get work done in Congress 
in this system? Should their term be longer than two years? Talk to three people who 
you know that are citizens. Ask them how they feel about this system. 

2. A president’s term is 4 years. The president can be re-elected once for a total term limit 
of 2 terms. He or she can serve up to 8 years. Is this long enough for a president to 
accomplish anything? Why or why not? Should a president’s term be longer? Should 
a president be allowed to have more than two terms? There are no term limits for 
members of Congress. Representatives and Senators can serve for as many years as 
people will elect them. Some of the members of Congress have been serving for over 
30 years. Do you think this is a good system? Why or why not? Should Congress 
have term limits just like the president? Explain your answer. Ask three citizens how 
they feel about this system.

3. Sweetest Day is a time to do random acts of kindness for others. A common random 
act of kindness is paying for other peoples’ morning coffee. Think of ways that you 
could surprise your neighbors or friends. What kinds of things could you do for 
them? How would you do these things without them finding out? What are some 
things that you could do for others in your community? What do you think might 
happen if everyone started being kinder to one another?

4. There are many festivals and parties in October. Plan a fall festival for your school. 
Where will you have it? What games or activities will you have? What food and 
drinks will you have? Will you choose to do a Halloween theme or just keep it a fall 
festival?  

5. Some people say that stricter gun laws will fix school shootings. Other people say 
that schools need more security to stop shooters. What do you think about these 
solutions? Do you think that either will work? Why or why not? How would you 
keep schools safe from shooters? 
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I. Midterm Elections

1. November 8
2. 435
3. 2 years
4. 100
5. 6 years
6. California
7. Democratic and Republican
8. Libertarian, Green, and Constitution
9. Democrats
10. Republicans

II. Banks in the U.S.

1. the Federal Reserve
2. 1913
3. a, b, e, f, h
4. a. retail banks, b. commercial banks, 
    c. credit unions, d. online banks
5. FDIC
6. NCUA

III. Events in October

1. start - September 15, end - October 15
2. Yom Kippur
3. October 9 to 15
4. firefighters
5. October 12, 1492
6. Indigenous Peoples’ Day
7. Cleveland, Ohio
8. 1922
9. 1948
10. over 360
11. refugees
12. Trick or Treat
13. jack o’ lantern
14. costumes
15. Irish immigrants
16. candy and money
17. NO
18. YES

IV. Can We Keep Schools Safe?

1. 34
2. 29
3. a. to report when they see bullying
    b. to stand up for victims  of bullying
4. metal detectors
5. 40
6. a, c, e

V. Nashville, Tennessee: “Music City”

1. YES
2. the Cumberland River
3. the Parthenon
4. the Grand Ole Opry House
5. 4,400
6. country
7. outdoors
8. indoors
9. Andrew Jackson
10. fall

VI. Register to Vote

1. 18
2. NO
3.YES
4. NO
5. a, b, d, e, f
6. NO
7. a. they may lose their green card
    b. they may be deported
8. absentee ballot

October 2022  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-answer Tests
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