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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There 
might be more than one possible answer in each group 
of words. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as open book 
(newspaper) tests.
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

A Little Girl’s Big Journey

 As of May 2022, over 100 million people have been _______________________ to leave their homes 

around the world. _______________________ 34.7 million of these people are refugees. More than 13.7 

_______________________ of these refugees are children. 

Refugees are forced to _______________________ their homes, their friends, and their jobs. They leave 

their countries _______________________ of war, persecution, or natural disasters. Refugee children also 

struggle with _______________________. They cannot _______________________ go to school. They 

have a _______________________ time learning when they do go to school. 

A group called The Walk Productions wanted to show people the refugee _______________________. 

People in the group had an _______________________ for a project. They created Little Amal.

      
WORD BANK

 leave  million  education  crisis  idea

 forced always  because  harder over 

©Pifer-Brigham, LLC/Easy English NEWS December 2022. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy these 
pages for use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Ways to Pay: Types of Checks

In the U.S. today, there are different ways to _______________________ for things. One 

_______________________ to pay is by check. The government _______________________ checks. 

Employers pay _______________________ with checks. Some people _______________________ 

checks to pay bills and buy things. It is _______________________ to know the different types of 

checks and how you use them.

Types of checks

Checks are pieces of paper that represent an _______________________ of money. Some checks are 

used to _______________________ money out of your personal accounts to pay for something. Other 

checks are not _______________________ to your account. You _______________________ give a 

bank or company money and they will give you these checks to use.   

     
WORD BANK

 sends   amount  employees  pay     use

 must    connected important  take     way
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Wright Brothers Day

December 17 every year is _______________________ Brothers Day. This year it is a 

_______________________. There are _______________________ programs each year on this day to 

celebrate the Wright Brothers’ famous invention. 

On the morning of December 17, 1903, Wilbur and Orville Wright were _______________________ 

their new flying machine in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. They _______________________ turns 

being the pilot. Orville was the _______________________ for the first flight. It lasted just 12 

_______________________. 

On the _______________________ flight, Wilbur stayed in the air for 59 seconds. The plane 

_______________________ 852 feet. That day, the Wright brothers became the first people to fly a 

heavier-than-air machine under the complete _______________________ of the pilot. 

     
WORD BANK

 special      pilot  traveled  testing     took

 control      fourth  seconds  Saturday     Wright
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Hanukkah

Hanukkah is an _______________________-day Jewish holiday. This year, Hanukkah begins at 

sunset on _______________________ 18 and ends at sunset on December 26. 

On the first night of _______________________, the family lights the first candle on the menorah. 

The _______________________ says special prayers. They eat a _______________________ 

dinner. Children _______________________ a game with a dreidel. They get gifts of Hanukkah 

_______________________. These are chocolates _______________________ in gold paper to look 

like coins. They may get other gifts, _______________________. On the second night, the family 

lights two candles. On the _______________________ night, they light three candles, and so on.  

     
WORD BANK

 family    play  Hanukkah     wrapped  too

 eight     third  December     gelt   big
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
Are You Ready for Ice and Snow?

Are you from a _______________________ country? If so, you’ll be _______________________ 

at the weather in the northern parts of the U.S. Temperatures can go down to 30, 20, 

10, _______________________, or even below zero degrees Fahrenheit. When the 

wind _______________________, it feels even colder. Weather reporters tell the day’s 

_______________________. They also _______________________ the wind chill factor. 

For winter weather, you’ll need a _______________________ or coat, a warm hat that covers your ears, 

and a scarf to cover your neck. You’ll _______________________ gloves for your hands. For your feet, 

you’ll need warm socks and warm _______________________ boots to prevent frostbite. 

_______________________ is when the skin and tissue freezes on a person’s toes, nose, ears, or fingers. 

This is a dangerous condition and can cause permanent damage.

     
WORD BANK

 jacket    warm  temperature      frostbite  zero

 surprised    blows  waterproof       need  tell
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Bill of Rights

December 15 is Bill of Rights Day.

The United States Constitution was _______________________ on September 17, 1787.  

The Constitution made the new _______________________ government strong. Some 

_______________________ thought that the new government would be too strong. Americans wanted the 

U.S. Constitution to _______________________ their rights. 

James _______________________ wrote a list of changes to make in the U.S. Constitution. 

He said _______________________ changes would help protect people’s rights. The new U.S. 

_______________________ proposed that these changes be added as amendments to the Constitution. The 

state governments agreed to 10 of the _______________________.

On _______________________ 15, 1791, these 10 amendments were added to the U.S. Constitution. They 

are called the _______________________ of Rights. 

     
WORD BANK

 national    protect  amendments     Madison  these

 adopted    Congress  December      people  Bill
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

December  2022: Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle around 
the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

    A           B         C        D

1.  war   natural disasters  persecution     selling their house 

2.  Ukraine  United Kingdom California      New York

3.  snow   cane    carbon fiber lightweight materials 

4.  e-check  money order  certified check     personal check

5.  bank   U.S. Post Office  AAA       Western Union

6.  battleship  USS Arizona  USS Utah      Wright Flyer

7.  winter  Christmas   Kwanzaa      New Year’s Eve

8.   dreidel  menorah   gelt       Hanukkah

9.  midnight  Auld Lang Syne  Times Square     Merry Christmas

10.  brakes  fluid    windshield      exhaust pipe

11.  scraper  jumper cables  reflectors      mechanic

12.   press  religion   speech      responsibility
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I.  A Little Girl’s Big Journey

1. How many people have been forced to leave their homes as of May 2022?

 _________________________________________________________________________

2. How many of these people are refugees? __________________________________________

3. What did The Walk Productions want to show people? _______________________________

4. What did they create to help them do this? _________________________________________ 

5. What is Little Amal? __________________________________________________________

6. What country is she from? ______________________________________________________

7. How many people does it take to make her move? __________________________________

8.  What does the person inside of her walk on? ______________________________________

9. Where did she start her journey? _________________________________________________

10. When did she start her journey? ________________________________________________

11. What countries did she visit in 2021? Mark all your answers.

 a. Turkey  b. Greece  c. Mexico  d. Italy  e. Canada

 f. The U.K.  g. The U.S.A. h. France  i. Ukraine  j. Amsterdam

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I.  A Little Girl’s Big Journey (continued)

12. What countries has she visited in 2022? Mark all your answers.

 a. Turkey  b. Greece  c. Mexico  d. Italy  e. Canada

 f. The U.K.  g. The U.S.A. h. France  i. Ukraine  j. Amsterdam

13. How many countries has she visited so far? _________________________________________

14. How many miles has she traveled so far? ___________________________________________

15. Where did she travel in the United States? __________________________________________

16. What does Amal mean in Arabic? _________________________________________________

17. What did the project set up to collect money for refugee children? _______________________

18. What did the project name this? __________________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

1. What is a piece of paper that represents an amount of money called? ______________________

2. What three types of checks are connected to your bank account?

 a. _________________________________________________________________________

 b. _________________________________________________________________________

 c. _________________________________________________________________________

3. What two types of checks are prepaid?

 a. _________________________________________________________________________

 b. _________________________________________________________________________

4. What type of checks do you get when you open a checking account at a bank?

 ___________________________________________________________________________

5. What type of check is the digital form of a paper check? _______________________________

6. What two types of checks are guaranteed by the bank?

 a. _________________________________________________________________________

 b. _________________________________________________________________________

7. Can you use a credit card to buy money orders?                  YES                              NO

8. Is it safe to send cash in the mail?                                 YES                               NO

II.  Ways to Pay: Types of Checks
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in December

1. For how many days do Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah? _____________________

2. What do Jewish families light on the Menorah? _______________________

3. When did the miracle of the lights happen? _________________________ years ago.

4. What empire was Judea a part of? ________________________

5. What virus causes AIDS? ________________________

6. When is World AIDS Day?   ________________________________

7. In what state is Pearl Harbor? ________________________________

8. What country bombed American ships at Pearl Harbor? ______________________

9.  On what day did that happen? ______________________________________

10. What happened the next day? ___________________________________________

11. What were the names of the two Wright brothers? ______________ and _______________

12. On what day did they fly a heavier-than-air machine? ________________________

13. Who was the first pilot? _________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

14. How long did the first pilot fly?  ________________________________

15. How long was the fourth flight? __________ How far did it go? _________________

16. On what day does winter begin? ______________________________

17. On what day is Christmas? ________________________________

18. What animals pull Santa Claus’s sleigh on Christmas Eve? _______________________

19. What do many people say to each other near the end of December?    _________________ 

 _________________________   or ___________________________________________

20. What is a seven-day celebration for African Americans? _________________________

21. When did this holiday begin? ____________________

22. What are the favorite colors for this holiday? _________________________________

23. What happens on December 31? ____________________________________

24. Where is a famous place in New York City to “watch the ball drop” at  midnight? 

 ________________________________________________________________________

25.  What song do many people sing at midnight?  ___________________________________   

III. Events in December (continued)III. Events in December (continued)
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

IV. Are You Ready for Ice and Snow?

1. The wind chill factor makes the temperature feel:          WARMER             COLDER

2. When skin and tissue freezes in a person’s ears, toes, or fingers it is called     

______________________________________________________________________.

3. What materials hold body heat well? ___________________________________________

4. What is a serious loss of body heat called? ______________________________________

5. Mark            YES   or             NO.

   a. Call a heating repair company to inspect and clean your furnace.          YES            NO  

   b. Always leave a room when there is a kerosene heater on.               YES                NO

  c. You need a carbon monoxide detector if you have a gas stove.          YES               NO

  d. Homeowners must clean snow from the sidewalk in front of their house.       YES        NO

  e. Shoveling snow can be the cause of heart attacks or other joint injuries.        YES        NO
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

V. Safe Driving in Winter

1. A car’s radiator needs __________________________ in the winter.

2. Tell ten things to keep in a car in the winter.  ________________________________________

____________________________________ _____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. You are driving in snow. There is a car in front of you. How many seconds should there be   

 between your car and that car? ____________________

4. Mark        YES or         NO

   a. Clean the snow off the roof and hood of your car.                    YES                         NO

   b. Use cruise control when you drive on icy roads.                     YES                         NO

   c. If your car is stuck in snow, step hard on the gas pedal to get out.           YES                 NO

   d. Always warm up your car in the garage.                                  YES                         NO

   e. Before you go onto a main road, practice driving on a side street.             YES               NO

   f.  When roads are icy, be sure to accelerate quickly.                     YES                         NO

   g. If you don’t need to go out when it is snowing, stay home.                      YES                NO
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

VI. The Bill of Rights

1. On what day was the United States Constitution adopted? ____________________________

2. What are the first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution called?       

 ________________________________________________________________________

3. What are five rights in the first amendment? ______________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________

4. Do people have the right to have a lawyer if they are accused of a crime?        YES        NO

5. Must a person answer questions by the police if they are arrested?              YES            NO

6. What do the police need from a judge if they want to search a person’s house?     

 ________________________________________________________________________

7. Do Americans have the right to carry a gun?                  YES                       NO

8. May each state have rules about owning a gun?              YES                       NO

9. May the government punish a person in a cruel way?                YES                      NO

10. May the government have a second trial for a person who was found not guilty in a first   

 trial?                 YES                  NO
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

Creative-thinking and Critical-thinking Questions

Choose questions to discuss or research in a small group and share with the class.

1. Little Amal travels to places around the world to teach people about the refugee crisis. 
In each place that she goes, people plan events for her to go to. What would you 
do with Little Amal if she came to your town? Plan an event for her to visit. What 
would the event be for? What would you do at the event? Who would you invite to 
go to the event to meet Little Amal?

2. The people who made Little Amal believe that art can help draw attention to important 
problems in the world. If you could plan an art project to tell people about a problem 
in the world, what problem would you choose? How would you use art to tell people 
about this problem? (i.e. through music, theater, poetry, painting, etc.)

3. The Wright Brothers invented the first heavier-than-air flying machine. Look at the 
picture on page 2 of the newspaper. How is the “Wright Flyer” the same as modern 
airplanes? How is it different? If airplanes still looked like the “Wright Flyer” today, 
would you fly in them? Why or why not?

4. Design your own snowperson. How tall would you make your snowperson? What would 
you use for the eyes, nose, mouth, and arms? What would you use to put clothes on 
your snowperson? Make up a story about your snowperson. Tell all about their life. 
(What is their name? What do they do for a living? Who is their family? etc.) Share 
your snowperson with the class. 

5. The U.S. Constitution gives Congress the power to change or add to it. These changes 
and additions are amendments. If you were in Congress, what amendments would 
you like to add to the U.S. Constitution? Why? Do you think everyone would agree 
with your choices? Why or why not? If people did not agree with you, how would 
you try to convince them your amendments are good? 
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December  2018  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests
 I. A Little Girl’s Big Journey

1. 100 million
2. 34.7 million
3. refugee crisis
4. Little Amal
5. a 12-foot-tall puppet, 10-year-old Syrian girl
6. Syria
7. 4
8. stilts
9. Syrian-Turkish border
10. July 2021
11. a, b, d, f 
12. f, g, i, j
13. over 13 countries
14. more than 5,500 miles
15. New York City, New York
16. hope
17. a fund
18. The Walk’s Amal Fund

II. Ways to Pay: Types of Checks

1. check
2. a. personal checks
    b. e-checks
    c. certified checks
3. a. cashier’s check
    b. money order
4. personal checks
5. e-checks
6. a. cashier’s check
    b. certified check
7. NO
8. NO

III. Events in December

1. eight
2. candles
3. 2200
4. Greek
5. HIV
6. December 1
7. Hawaii
8. Japan
9. December 7, 1941
10. the U.S. declared war on Japan

11. Orville and Wilbur
12. December 17, 1903
13. Orville
14. twelve seconds
15. 59 seconds; 852 feet
16. December 21
17. December 25
18. reindeer
19. Merry Christmas or Happy Holidays
20. Kwaanza
21. 1966
22. red, green, black
23. New Year’s Eve
24. Times Square
25. Auld Lang Syne

IV. Are you Ready for Ice and Snow?

1. colder  2. frostbite
3. wool  4. hypothermia
5. a. YES b. NO  c.  YES
    d. YES e. YES

V. Safe Driving in Winter

1. antifreeze
2. snow brush, ice scraper, a small shovel, jumper 

cables, blanket, flashlight, reflectors, food, 
water, kitty litter or sand, sun glasses, cell 
phone. 

3. eight
4. a. YES b. NO  c. NO
    d. NO e. YES  f. NO
     g. YES

VI. The Bill of Rights

1. September 17, 1787
2. the Bill of Rights
3. speech, religion, petition the government, 

assembly, press
4. YES 
5. NO
6. a warrant   
7. YES
8. YES  
9. NO
10. NO
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