28 May 2017

Tongariro NPMP Partial Review
Department of Conservation
Private Bag 3072
Hamilton 3240
email: TNPMPpartialreview@doc.govt.nz

Re: Draft Tongariro National Park Management Plan Partial Review


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on the Draft Tongariro National Park Management Plan Partial Review.

I am opposed to the use of eBikes on tracks within Tongariro National Park until their impacts are better understood.

eBiking is a very new, exciting and rapidly developing activity. It offers many potential benefits, but there is not yet sufficient experience or research to adequately understand its physical and social impacts.

eBike technology is evolving fast. Future bikes will have lighter batteries, a longer range and greater power in a smaller package. It is already difficult to differentiate between higher and lowered powered bikes. This will become more challenging in the future. 1000 watt plus, throttle operated ‘eMotorBikes’ are unlikely to be appropriate on shared-use tracks. The Department needs to develop and test effective management tools that limit access to pedal-assist 300 watt eBikes on tracks where that maximum is specified.

National Parks are special places that require a more conservative management approach than other parts of the Conservation Estate. eBikes should be first trialled on appropriate front-country tracks to better understand their benefits, impacts and any management issues. 

I note that apart from comments from Forest and Bird, there is no mention of eBikes in the document summarising pre-drafting consultations. I therefore presume no formal stakeholder discussion about eBikes took place prior to the publication of the Draft Partial Review.

I also note that the ‘Ohakune Mountain Road Trail Feasibility Assessment’ states:
	“Although the feasibility study touches on the fact the trail could be used by e-bikes it does not fully explore the implications of such use.”

I submit that insufficient consultation on eBikes has been undertaken prior to the publishing of the Draft Partial Review and therefore does not meet the consultation requirements of the National Parks Act 1980. 

The introduction statement of the Partial Review is not consistent with the General Policy National Parks.
	d) Allow electric power-assisted pedal cycles (e-bikes) to be used on a trial basis on all tracks within the Park where mountain biking is provided for.

eBikes are motorised vehicles as opposed to mountain bikes which are non-motorised. Any future provision for eBikes in the Tongagriro National Park Management Plan must classify them separately from non-powered vehicles, and separately define where they can and cannot be used..
         
Any future proposal to introduce eBikes into National Parks should be deferred for at least five years and be preceded by:
extensive stakeholder discussions
comprehensive research on the physical and social impacts of eBikes
and the development of effective management tools limiting access to appropriate maximum power eBikes.


Yours faithfully





<your name>
Submission to Draft Tongariro National Park Management Plan Partial Review

Name of Submitter: 	
Postal Address: 	
				
Phone Number:		
email:			

I do/do not wish to be heard in support of my submission.


Signature:			___________________


Section
Submission
Decision Sought
Introduction, a)
Partially support.
Reword to read:
a. Provide for new sustainably designed shared-use tracks in three locations;
Introduction, d)
Oppose.
Delete:
d. Allow electric power-assisted pedal cycles (e-bikes) to be used on a trial basis on all tracks within the Park where mountain biking is provided for.
Introduction, d)

New clause:
d. Prior to construction, any proposed track design be subject to professional peer review to ensure it meets the criteria for sustainable design.
Electric power-assisted cycle (e-bikes)

New clause:
As a nascent activity it is too early to determine whether e-biking is an appropriate activity or not within Tongagriro National Park. This will be reviewed in not less than five years time as experience is gained through trials in other parts of the Conservation Estate; research material becomes available; technological developments in e-Bikes are understood; and DOC has developed effective management tools that limit trail access to, pedal-assist 250 watt 25kph cut-out eBikes where that is specified to be the maximum output.
Table 1: Management issues and measures for mountain biking and use of e-bikes

Delete reference to e-Bikes:
Management issues and measures for mountain biking
Table 1: Track damage/Track standard
Partially support.
Reword:
Tracks are to be developed and maintained to meet Departmental standards (section 4.3.2.4, policies 4 and 11) and prior to construction, proposed track designs are subject to professional peer review to ensure acknowledged criteria for sustainable design are met.

Policies in section 4.1.16 outline a number of considerations relating to development proposals and are required to be considered by section 4.3.2.4, policy
5.2 Section 4.3.2.4
Partially support.
Reword:
10 May allow the tracks identified in policy 4 above to be constructed, owned, maintained, and managed under a concession or management agreement provided independent mountain biking is allowed free of charge.
Prior to any construction, proposed track designs are subject to professional peer review to ensure acknowledged criteria for sustainable design are met.
5.4 New section – Electric power-assisted cycles
Oppose
Delete entire section.

