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Welcome…

… to the first ISCAR Newsletter of 2021. Still amid
uncertainty, turmoil and crisis for so many of us. The
ISCAR Executive expresses its hope that this finds all
members and their loved ones safe.

ISCAR Congress 2021

The 6th ISCAR Congress, in Brazil, with the theme
Cultural-Historical Activity Research facing crisis
contexts: challenges and perspectives, is coming.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic still poses a threat for
travelling and large in-presence meetings. the 6th
ISCAR Congress will be held remotely and online, over
the previously shared dates 2 to 7 August 2021.

Measures are being taken to provide virtual rooms and
adapt the schedule to the new format. More
operational details will be sent soon.

All previously accepted presentations remain, and
authors must pay their registration fee by 19 April to
ensure inclusion in the event program.

We strongly advise that works presented in this
remote meeting promote reflection on the challenging
context in which we have been living: isolation, loss of
human lives, increased inequality. In other words, we
encourage all of you to take into account the theme of
our 6th ISCAR Meeting - Cultural-Historical Activity
Research facing crisis contexts: challenges and
perspectives - and contribute to analysis of effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Local Organizing
Committee is arranging a roundtable to specifically
discuss this topic.

We advise that Professor Adriane Cenci left the Chair
role of this event, and Professor Jorge Tarcísio da
Rocha Falcão has taken over her place. We thank
Professor Censi for her fantastic job until now, and
Professor Da Rocha Falcão for accepting to take over.

We hope getting together soon, even in a remote way,
sharing our researches and reflections.

Yours sincerely,

ISCAR 2021 Organizing Committee

RESET/CRADLE online seminar series
… continues under the theme Changing activities and
formative interventions: vulnerable lives and power.
Organised by RESET at Tampere University, and
CRADLE at the University of Helsinki, the series brings
together researchers working with cultural-historical
activity theory and formative intervention methods to
address social challenges requiring transformation.
243 scholars and doctoral researchers attended
seminars in October and November 2020.

February 18, 2021
15PM-17PM Tampere/Helsinki
“Power and transformaGve agency in three
interconnected Change Laboratories on homelessness
in Finland” Annalisa Sannino, Faculty of EducaPon &
Culture, Tampere University, Finland REGISTER HERE
FOR THE FEB.18 SEMINAR!

22 March 2021
3PM Tampere/Helsinki; 8AM Boston; 9PM Beijing
(duration 2 hours)
“Poverty alleviation through government-led e-
commerce development in rural China: An activity
theory perspective”
Liang Li, School of Information Technology and
Management, University of International Business and
Economics, Beijing; Kui (Andy) Du, College of
Management, University of Massachuse/s Boston; Wei
Zhang, College of Management, University of
Massachuse/s Boston Ji-Ye Mao, School of Business,
Renmin University of China, Beijing REGISTER HERE
FOR THE MAR 22 SEMINAR!

III Brazilian and I Iberoamerican Symposium of
Qualitative Epistemology and Theory of Subjectivity
Virtual conference hosted by the University of Brasilia
and University Center of Brasilia, 22,23, 29 and 30
October 2021.

Objectives to promote debate on principles and
concepts of González Rey’s qualitative epistemology
and theory of subjectivity, its consequences for
production of knowledges in humanities, social and
health sciences. Also to promote scientific exchange
around themes based on Rey’s work, and consolidate
national and international research groups and lines,
expanding the network of collaborators interested in
Rey’s work in the cultural-historical perspective.
For details email gonzalezreyfernando@gmail.com

Upcoming events

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/skzSCNLJ8nf1y0QEFmguUv?domain=forms.office.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/f7ClCOMKZohoQpg0IvkYhr?domain=forms.office.com
mailto:gonzalezreyfernando@gmail.com


International Vygotsky Seminar
7-9 June, Lausanne

Nous espérons que ce message vous trouve en bonne
santé et nous vous transmettons nos meilleurs vœux
pour 2021, année de notre prochain séminaire
international Vygotskij qui aura lieu à Lausanne du 7
au 9 juin 2021 : L’imagination dans l’œuvre de
Vygotskij. Pour prendre en compte les surcharges de
chacune et chacun, nous avons décidé de prolonger le
délai de soumission pour les propositions de
communication jusqu’au 31 janvier 2021. Par ailleurs,
nous avons le plaisir de vous annoncer que des
extraits de l’ouvrage à paraître pour le séminaire
seront disponibles en début de semaine sur le site
www.hepl.ch/siv2021 Les propositions sont à déposer
sur la plateforme suivante:
https://www.conftool.com/hepvd-siv2021/

---
We hope that this message finds you in good health,
and we offer our best wishes for 2021, the year of our
next international Vygotsky seminar, which will take
place in Lausanne from the 7th to the 9th of June:
"Imagination and Creativity in the Work of Vygotsky".
To take into account the extra burden laid on on each
of us, we have decided to extend the deadline for
submitting abstracts until 31 January 2021. Moreover,
we have the pleasure to announce that the extracts of
(Vygotsky's) work to be published (in French) for the
seminar will be available on the web on the site
www.hepl.ch/siv2021 Abstracts can be submitted on
the following platform:
https://www.conftool.com/hepvd-siv2021/

Also watch out for…

The launch of Volume 1 of the Korean translation of 
Vygotsky’s ‘Teaching About the Emotions’. This will be 
in a graphic novel / comic book form, with illustrations 
on every page, mostly Dutch paintings from the time 
of Spinoza. Contact David Kellogg for more 
information.

/ Coming events continued Conceptual PlayLab updates
The Conceptual PlayLab at Monash University is 
promoting cultural-historical research through a series of 
national initiatives, such as professional development, a 
new website with resources to support teachers and 
researchers, and through publishing papers on the 
research outcomes of the programmatic study taking 
place as part of the ARC Laureate Fellowship.

Conceptual PlayLab Professional Development Program 
now available online

The Professional Development Program is a free, self-
paced interactive learning program designed to support 
you in implementing Conceptual PlayWorlds in your early 
childhood setting, daycare center or home setting, to 
promote children’s Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics concept formation. The Professional 
Development Program includes one module that takes 
two hours to complete. Get inspired and find out how 
you can get involved at this link.

New Conceptual Play Lab App

A new version of Fleer’s Conceptual PlayWorlds App for 
iPhones is now developed, with the android version still 
available. The app gives teachers, families, and 
researchers the possibility to document and study a 
Conceptual PlayWorld created to support infants, 
toddlers, preschoolers, and school-aged children’s 
learning of STEM. The five characteristics of a Conceptual 
PlayWorld are shown in videos, while the app allows 
users to reflect and comment on the recorded 
experience. Download our free app here

New Conceptual PlayLab website

Fresh and new, our Conceptual PlayLab website is now 
updated. New features are available such us overviews 
and updates of the Programmatic study, working papers, 
constantly updated resources for educators, families, and 
Playgroups, new applications, details for our new 
Professional Development Program, and much more are 
available online.  Browse and enjoy our new features: 
https://www.monash.edu/conceptual-playworld

http://www.hepl.ch/siv2021
https://www.conftool.com/hepvd-siv2021/
http://www.hepl.ch/siv2021
https://www.conftool.com/hepvd-siv2021/
https://youtu.be/AReuM2Mn5Qc
https://appadvice.com/app/fleers-conceptual-playworlds/1525855076
https://www.monash.edu/conceptual-playworld


@fise group – Laboratory of Science Education and 
Education for Sustainability, Department of Early 
Childhood Education, University of Ioannina

11th Panhellenic Conference ‘Science Education in Early 
Childhood Education’
Was held virtually 6-8 November 2020, with 5 
keynotes, 7 symposia, 13 workshops, 29 oral 
presentation sessions and 150 oral presentations.

ISCAR Regional Conference 2019
E-proceedings from the event held 19-24 March 2019 
at the University of Ioannina are now available here.

Event Reports AARE/ISCAR Asia Pacific Cultural-Historical & Activity
Research Summer School 2021

This was held online and attended by 55 participants.
Two thirds of these were doctoral students or early
career researchers. Participants came from Australia,
New Zealand, Singapore, Korea, Dubai, Nigeria, Spain,
Chile, Brazil, Mexico and the USA.

The event was organised by Suxiang Yu, Brendan
Jacobs, Judy MacCallum, Nikolai Veresov, John Cripps
Clark.

Presenters included: Nikolai Veresov, Andy Blunden,
David Kellogg, Joce Nuttall, Annalisa Sannino, Nick
Hopwood, Joaquim Quintino Aires, Anna Stetsenko,
Irina Engeness, Jennifer Vadeboncoeur, Brendan
Jacobs, Judy MacCallum, John Cripps Clark.

The summer school comprised
- Intensives on ‘The unit of analysis’ and ‘Vygotsky’s

teaching about emotions’
- Updates from the field on how theory is being

applied to current problems
- Workshops on double stimulation
- Small group discussions
- 1:1 consultations.

All sessions were recorded and will be made available
to participants. A documentary of the Summer
School will be produced from these recordings and
will be freely available under a Creative Commons
licence. This was made possible through funding
provided by the Australian Association for Research
in Education (AARE).

(Report provided by John Cripps Clark)

Book Concert

David Kellogg held a book concert in December 2020

http://iscar2019.conf.uoi.gr/


/ Event Reports continued

Norway-Australia Joint PhD event
(written by Maria Grindheim and Yuwen Ma,
Proofread by Sue March)

On the 26th and 27th of November 2020 Conceptual
PlayLab (Monash University) and KINDknow -
Kindergarten Knowledge Centre for Systemic Research
on Diversity and Sustainable future (Western Norway
University of Applied Sciences) arranged an
international online event for PhD students.

In keeping with the oral tradition of the cultural-
historical community, this event was designed to focus
on the theoretical concepts of crisis, play, learning and
development. Presenters from the Conceptual PlayLab
and KINDknow shared their research in the light of
the primary source of ‘crisis, play, learning and
development’, but also more contemporary works as
relevant to their research and as relevant to the focus
of the broader theme of ISCAR - Cultural-historical
Activity research in crisis contexts: Challenges and
perspectives.

The event successfully opened up a space for dialogue
on concepts used in cultural historical research, with
50 participants, 10 PhD presenters (Xianyu Meng,
Suxiang Yu, Tanya Stephenson, Marion Oen, Ha Dang,
Yuwen Ma, Yuejiu Wang, Czarecah Tuppil Oropilla, Silje
Fyllingsnes Christiansen, Baizhen Ciren) 11 discussants
(Associate Professor Aihua Hu, Dr. Hilary Monk, Dr.
Liang Li, Dr. Prahbat Rai, Associate Professor Alicja
Renata Sadownik, Dr. Glykeria Fragkiadaki, Professor
Liv Torunn Grindheim, Dr. Marie Hammer, Professor
Elin Eriksen Ødegaard, Professor Marilyn Fleer, and Dr.
Gloria Quinones Goytortua).

Three keynote speeches were presented during the
event by: Associate Professor Alicja Renata Sadwonik
(Research as an arena for migrant families dealing
with crises of transitions to ECEC in another socio-
cultural context), Dr. Rebecca Lewis (Mummy and
Baby Dragon: The 'primordial we' position in play and
how imitation as social participation opens the
doorway to conceptual development), and Dr.
Glykeria Fragkiadaki & Dr. Prabhat Rai (Collective
imagination and concept formation in play). These
provided valuable insights and were educational and
inspiring for both early-stage researchers as well as
the senior researchers joining the event.

The initiative for the event was taken by Laureate
Professor Marilyn Fleer and Professor Elin Eriksen
Ødegaard, and organized by PhD students Yuwen Ma
and Yuejiu Wang at Conceptual PlayLab, and research
coordinator Maria Grindheim at KINDknow. The aim
was to support new researchers who plan to attend
ISCAR or other major conferences to present, to build
an international academic community, as well as to
encourage and challenge early stage researchers in
organizing and coordinating international events.
During the event, presenters, and participants
discussed concepts in relation to their empirical
studies. The event provided an excellent opportunity
to advance thinking on cultural-historical concepts.
For the PhD students presenting their research,
feedback from the discussants and other participants
opened up for other perspectives to think about their
research. Further on, the event has given all the
participants an international platform to cooperate
and network and encouraged and supported all the
participants in the COVID 19 pandemic situation.
Feedback has been very positive:

“The Conceptual PlayLab-KINDknow event proved to
be a very fulfilling experience for me as a Ph.D.
student. The event itself provided an arena for
communicating and receiving feedback on our
research projects to and from a wider audience. It was
inspiring to get to know other early-stage researchers
and learn from their works in the same light. The
preparation process was also enriching as we were
given a chance to have a meta-level view of our
research in anticipation of different perspectives,
standpoints, and questions."

“The seminar was so well organized, I was challenged
and supported in the process of adapting to the digital
arena and the feedback inspired me to find new
solutions to how I can focus on play throughout the
project - we even got to meet in an organized post
seminar yoga class!”



/ Event Reports continued Katerina Plakitsi (ISCAR President, University of
Ioannina, Greece) and Professor Vitaly Rubtsov
(President of MSUPE, Head of the international
UNESCO Chair “Cultural-historical psychology of
childhood”) welcomed participants.

Among the keynote speakers of the ISCAR Summer
seminar-2020 participating with special lectures &
symposia were: Manolis Dafermakis (Professor,
University of Crete, Greece), Harry R. Daniels
(Professor, University of Oxford, Great Britain),
Nikolai N. Veresov (Professor, Monash University,
Australia), Anne-Nelly Perret-Clermont (Professor,
University of Neuchâtel, Switzerland), Sylvie Barma
(Professor, Laval University, Canada), Stella Vosniadou
(Professor, Flinders University, Australia), Sara Greco
(Assistant Professor, University of Neuchâtel,
Switzerland), Sueli Salles Fidalgo (Professor, Federal
University of São Paulo, Brazil), Arcady Margolis
(Professor, Moscow State University of Psychology &
Education), Fernanda Liberali (Professor, Pontifical
Catholic University of São Paulo Brazil), Niklas
Alexander Chimirri (Associate Professor, Roskilde
University, Denmark), Laure Kloetzer (Research
Associate, University of Neuchâtel, Switzerland),
Serena Veggetti (Professor, First University of Rome,
Italy), Viktor Zaretsky (Professor, Moscow State
University of Psychology & Education), Guido
Benvenuto (Professor, First University of Rome, Italy).

The ISCAR Summer seminar received a huge positive
feedback from students and professors.

Based on the results of the Seminar, a collection of
proceedings was published and is available online.

All the materials, including video recordings of all
seminar sessions are available on the YouTube
channel.

ISCAR Summer Seminar 2021

The next ISCAR Summer seminar is planned to be
held in July 2021. For more information, please,
follow the official website of the project:
www.iscarschool.com

ISCAR Online Summer Seminar
Cultural-Historical Psychology Today: Research
Problems & Practical Prospects

This was held by Moscow State University of
Psychology & Education (MSUPE) on July 6-8th 2020
with a support of ISCAR.

The program provided a broad introduction into the
theory and practice of research in the field of
development and education with a focus on the
cultural-historical psychology and activity approach
(L.S. Vygotsky, A.N. Leont’ev, A.R. Luriya). The on-line
seminar covered the following subject areas:
§ theoretical and methodological foundations of the

cultural-historical theory and activity approach in
the research of various aspects of education and
development, research on modern childhood;
philosophy of education and science; examples of
research projects in the field of psychological
science and education;

§ solving pedagogical problems in education; activity
approach in investigating problems of
communication in the social sphere;

§ theoretical and experimental research of learning
and development.

26 professors - experts in the field of cultural-
historical psychology and activity approach in
education as well as 37 young scholars from 16
countries: Australia, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, France,
Finland, Great Britain, Greece, Georgia, Italy,
Kazakhstan, Mexico, Norway, Russia, Sweden, USA.

http://iscarschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Collection-of-abstracts_ISCAR-online-Summer-seminar-2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZypXyxShoUHkStFWf4P927CmVW6q0vSO
http://www.iscarschool.com/


/ Event Reports continued
Scientific School of V.V. Davydov: Traditions and
Innovations

21-24 September 2020, Moscow State University of
Pyschology & Education (MSUPE)

This was organized by MSUPE, Psychological Institute
of Russian Academy of Education and Russian
Educational Research Association. The conference was
devoted to the 90th anniversary of the outstanding
Russian thinker and psychologist Vasily V. Davydov
(1930-1998). The event was aimed at discussing the
contribution of the scientific school of V.V. Davydov to
domestic and world science, understanding the ways
of solving the problems of education and
development in the conditions of modern society. The
objectives of the conference included discussion of
theory and practice of developing education in the
21st century, problems of modern didactics,
approaches to designing the new school and training.

The conference was attended by 455 specialists from
Russia, USA, China, Finland, Denmark, Lithuania,
Serbia, Ukraine and other countries. Among the key
speakers of the conference were: Vladislav Lektorsky
(Russia), Urio Engeström (Finland), Evgeniya Etkina
(USA), Vitaly Rubtsov (Russia), Veselin Vasilev
(Bulgaria), Michael Cole (USA), Arcady Margolis
(Russia), Serena Veggetti (Italy), Igor Remorenko
(Russia), Pentti Hakkarainen (Finland / Lithuania),
Isaak Frumin (Russia), Milda Bredikite (Lithuania).

Among the key outcomes of the event – the
Conference decisions were formulated:
1. To create the special Commission for the Study

and Preservation of Heritage of scientific school
Vasily Davydov;

2. To create the program of advanced training for
specialists working in the tradition of the scientific
school of V.V. Davydov;

3. To organize (once in every 2 years) the
International Davydov`s Conference aimed at
discussing actual directions for the development
and implementation of research results of Vasily
Davydov`s scientific school into the educational
system and social practice.

4. To run the special projects of the scientific school
of V.V. Davydov: Activity theory in education;
Communicative and activity didactics; School of
the future; Teaching staff for the new school:
University of the future.

All Conference materials can be found on the Website
of Russian Educational Research Association (RERA).

The Center for Interdisciplinary Research of
Contemporary Childhood and the International
UNESCO Chair “Cultural-historical psychology of
childhood” of MSUPE with the international journal
“Cultural-historical Psychology” and “Vygotsky`s
Library” project – implemented the Scientific and
educational project "Moscow CHAT Reading Club".

This is a platform for joint reading and discussion of
classical and modern works in the field of psychology
and pedagogy, written in the tradition of cultural-
historical psychology and the activity approach.
Within the framework of the project, meetings with
the participation of leading foreign and Russian
scientists will be held on an ongoing basis.

Meetings are held in English online. The schedule of
the meetings includes comments from the speaker
and the debater, general discussion and questions.
Participants read the recommended reading in
advance and prepare discussion questions.

The first meeting in October 2020 was titled “The
Urgency of Agency: Novel Frontiers & Directions”. The
key speaker - Anna Stetsenko (CUNY, USA) and
discussant - Eduardo Vianna (CUNY) discussed Anna’s
article "Critical Challenges in Cultural-Historical
Activity Theory: the Urgency of Agency" (Cultural-
Historical Psychology, 2020. Vol. 16, no. 2, pp. 5-18)

The second meeting “From the concept of zone of
proximal development "to the practice of dynamic
assessment” was held in November 2020. The idea of
dynamic assessment is based on the need to
introduce interactive elements into the assessment
procedure. The purpose of this discussion was to
highlight the main conceptual aspects of dynamic
assessment and discuss the possibilities of its
application in the context of cultural and historical
tradition with the keynote speaker Alex Kozulin (Haifa
College, Israel) and discussant - Carol Lidz (Rutgers
University, USA).

The meeting in January 2021 brought together over
90 participants from 28 countries of the world.
Keynote speaker Irina Engeness (Østfold University
College, Norway) with Gethin Thomas (Cardiff
University, Wales), and participants from Russia,
Denmark, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Brazil and Germany.

All discussions are moderated by Olga Rubtsova
(MSUPE, Russia). All materials and information about
upcoming events are available online here. Please also
visit the project Facebook page.

Moscow CHAT Reading Club

http://rera.education/
https://psyjournals.ru/en/kip/2020/n2/Stetsenko.shtml
http://childresearch.ru/actions/moscow-chat-reading-group-readinglive-en/
https://www.facebook.com/MoscowCHATReadingClub/


Revisiting Vygotsky for Social Change: Bringing
Together Theory and Practice
Adolfo Tanzi Neto, Fernanda Liberali & Manolis
Dafermos (Eds). Peter Lang.

Contemporary thinkers and researchers from
different parts of the world involved in achieving
human development employ Vygotsky’s theory to
deal with new social challenges arising in a global
but deeply divided world. The chapters of this book
shed light on Vygotsky’s initial principles, adding
critical and social perspectives as a way of expanding
his legacy to global contemporary needs such as
critical reflection from the perspective of social
change, social dynamics and human development,
ethical-political situations of action power, dialectic
relationship of the human being with society,
contradictions in an individual’s dramatic life events,
and awareness of the social environment to actively
change existing forms of life.

Cultural-Historical and Critical Psychology
Common Ground, Divergences and Future Pathways
Marilyn Fleer, Fernando González Rey & Peter Jones
(Eds). Springer Press.

This book opens up a critical dialogue within and
across the theoretical traditions of critical
psychology and cultural-historical psychology. It
explores and addresses fundamental issues and
problems within both traditions, with a view to
identifying new avenues for productive discussion
and cooperation between these two important
movements in contemporary psychology.
Accordingly, the book gathers contributions from a
range of internationally respected researchers from
both fields who have demonstrated a willingness to
look critically, and self-critically, at their theoretical
allegiances and trajectories. This book provides
readers with the opportunity to both appreciate and
reflect on fundamental differences of perspective
across the ‘cultural-historical’/’critical’ psychology
divide and, thereby, to consider and debate key
issues facing the discipline of psychology more
generally.

Recently published books

https://doi.org/10.3726/b16730
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9789811522086
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9789811522086


Posthumanist Learning: What Robots and Cyborgs
Teach us About Being Ultra-social

Cathrine Hasse. Routledge

In this text Hasse presents a new, inclusive,
posthuman learning theory, designed to keep up
with the transformations of human learning
resulting from new technological experiences, as
well as considering the expanding role of cyborg
devices and robots in learning. This ground-breaking
book draws on research from across psychology,
education, and anthropology to present a truly
interdisciplinary examination of the relationship
between technology, learning and humanity.

Posthumanism questions the self-evident status of
human beings by exploring how technology is
changing what can be categorised as "human". In
this book, the author applies a posthumanist lens to
traditional learning theory, challenging conventional
understanding of what a human learner is, and
considering how technological advances are
changing how we think about this question.
Throughout the book Hasse uses vignettes of her
own research and that of other prominent
academics to exemplify what technology can tell us
about how we learn and how this can be observed in
real-life settings.

Posthumanist Learning is essential reading for
students and researchers of posthumanism and
learning theory from a variety of backgrounds,
including psychology, education, anthropology,
robotics and philosophy.

Volume Three of Vygotsky's Pedology of the
Adolescent ("Interests and Concepts") translated
with commentary by the Seoul Vygotsky Community.

David Kellogg et al. Published 2019.

Peer Play and Relationships in Early Childhood:
International Research Perspectives

Avis Ridgway, Gloria Quiñones, Liang Li. Springer.

This book offers a rich collection of international
research narratives that reveal the qualities and
value of peer play. It presents new understandings of
peer play and relationships in chapters drawn from
richly varied contexts that involve sibling play,
collaborative peer play, and joint play with adults.
The book explores social strategies such as
cooperation, negotiation, playing with rules,
expressing empathy, and sharing imaginary
emotional peer play experiences. Its
reconceptualization of peer play and relationships
promotes new thinking on children's development in
contemporary worlds. It shows how new knowledge
generated about young children's play with peers
illuminates how they learn and develop within and
across communities, families, and educational
settings in diverse cultural contexts. The book
addresses issues that are relevant for parents, early
years' professionals and academics, including the
role of play in learning at school, the role of adults in
self-initiated play, and the long-term impact of early
friendships. The book makes clear how recent
cultural differences involve digital, engineering and
imaginary peer play.

The book follows a clear line of argument
highlighting the importance of play-based learning
and stress the importance of further knowledge of
children's interaction in their context.

This book aims to highlight the narration of peer
play, mostly leaning on a sociocultural theoretical
perspective, where many chapters have a cultural-
historical theoretical frame and highlight children's
social situation of development.

Polly Björk-Willén, Linköping University, Sweden

https://www.routledge.com/Posthumanist-Learning-What-Robots-and-Cyborgs-Teach-us-About-Being-Ultra-social/Hasse/p/book/9781138125186
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-42331-5


Digital Transformations in the Challenge of Activity
and Work: Understanding and Supporting
Technological Changes

Marc-Eric Bobillier-Chaumon (Ed). Wiley.

The accelerating pace of technological change calls
for a profound reexamination of organizing practices.
This requires new ways of thinking, acting,
organizing and collaborating in our work. Faced with
these challenges, the Human and Social Sciences
have a leading role to play, alongside others, in
designing, supporting and implementing these
digital transformation projects. Their ambition is to
participate in the development of innovative and
empowering devices, that is to say, systems that are
truly at the service of human beings and their
activity, that empower these professionals to take
action and that also provide occupational health
services.

This book takes a multidisciplinary look at the
challenges of these digital transformations, making
use of occupational psychology, ergonomics,
sociology of uses, and management sciences. This
viewpoint also helps provide epistemological,
methodological and empirical insights to better
understand and support the changes at work. The
volume will be of particular interest to international
scholars in cultural-historical psychology as it brings
into light the French activity-oriented research in
ergonomics and work psychology.

Activity Theory and Collaborative Intervention in 
Education: Expanding Learning in Japanese Schools 
and Communities

Katsuhiro Yamamuzi. Routledge.

By applying CHAT and expansive learning theory to 
educational research, this volume illuminates new 
forms of educational activities as collaborative 
interventions in schools and communities where 
learners and practitioners generate expansive 
learning so that they can collectively transform their 
activities and expand their agency for themselves. It 
covers four cases of activity-theoretical formative 
intervention studies conducted in Japan, which are 
related to: fostering children’s expansive learning in 
classroom lessons; teachers as collaborative change 
agents in redesigning schools; expanding the school 
activity from below; and emerging knotworking
agency in community-based disaster prevention 
learning. This book employs activity theory as a 
general theoretical framework of human learning 
and development to connect focal data from 
empirical and interventional studies on real human 
learning in specific educational settings in Japan. In 
this way, the book illustrates how the general 
theoretical framework could be used to understand 
a specific socio-cultural milieu, that is, the Japanese 
context. It also shows the universal relevance of the 
Japanese context of educational activity on broader 
international research, analyzing concrete empirical 
data from specific settings in Japan. In conclusion 
this book creates new understanding and develops a 
cohesive framework of the agentic and hybrid nature 
of educational activities as collaborative 
interventions in the expansion of learning.

https://www.wiley.com/en-us/Digital+Transformations+in+the+Challenge+of+Activity+and+Work%3A+Understanding+and+Supporting+Technological+Changes-p-9781119808305
https://www.routledge.com/Activity-Theory-and-Collaborative-Intervention-in-Education-Expanding-Learning/Yamazumi/p/book/9780367423254


Upcoming books

Call for chapters: “Science|Environment|Health”
2nd edition with Springer

This will be edited by Albert Zeyer and Regular
Kyburz-Graber, in collaboration with ESERA. Katerina
Plakitsi encourages ISCAR members to consider
contributing, strengthening dialogue between our
societies.

Further information available online.

Socio-cultural Approaches to STEM Education: An
ISCAR International Collective Issue

Katerina Plakitsi & Sylvie Barma (Eds)

This has been approved to proceed, and will include
a chapter titled ‘Planet 2030 and Inclusion for
Sustainable Development’.

Special Issue: Conference keynotes

Science Education: Research and Praxis
Special Issue of the keynotes from the 11th
Panhellenic Conference ‘Science Education in Early
Childhood Education’ (in Greek)

Call for papers

Call for contributions to Educational Forum
thematic issue: Humanity in a new cultural-
historical situation – Education for an
unpredictable future

Special Issue editors: Milda Bredikyte (Vytautas
Magnus University, Lithuania); Przemysław Gąsiorek
(Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland); Beata
Zamorska (Collegium Da Vinci, Poland, ISCAR
Country Coordinator)

Human society is experiencing a new collective
“social situation of development” in Vygotskian
terms. The world faces new challenges every day,
and the future is even less predictable. Living in the
world of constant, rapid and unpredictable change
affects all areas of life including education. How
does such a new “cultural-historical situation of
development” affect educational communities:
children, families and teachers?

New forms of teaching and learning are
changing/transforming the nature of social
interactions. Do adults continue to mediate the
formation of cultural forms of activity including
higher mental functions?

It is obvious that today’s teaching and learning takes
place in the Zone of Proximal Development for all.
We are all learning, both adults and children, and
through this we are constructing the school of the
future. What it will be like, depends on our
sensitivity, awareness, creativity and courage.

We invite novice and experienced researchers
working in cultural-historical and activity theory
approach, investigating human learning in a variety
of life situations/settings (not just formal learning)
to submit original articles in English to this special
issue. Studies, exploring the learning at all ages
(from early childhood to old age) and with different
levels of ability are highly appreciated.

The submission deadline is 30th May 2021.
Submissions should be made through
https://forumoswiatowe.pl, clearly stating that it is
for the special issue: Humanity in a new cultural-
historical situation: Education for an unpredictable
future. We are anticipating a publication date in
early 2022.

If you have any questions, please contact
beata.zamorska@cdv.pl

https://www.esera.org/doctoral-studies/34-news/latest/699-call-for-chapters-springer-book-science-environment-health-2nd-edition
http://pc204.lib.uoi.gr/serp/index.php/serp/issue/current/showToc
mailto:milda.bredikyte@vdu.lt?subject=ISCAR
mailto:gasiorek@amu.edu.pl?subject=ISCAR
mailto:beata.zamorska@cdv.pl?subject=ISCAR
https://forumoswiatowe.pl/
mailto:beata.zamorska@cdv.pl


Journal articles

Barahona, M. (2020). Developing and enacting
professional pedagogical responsibility: a CHAT
perspective. The European Journal of Applied
Linguistics and TEFL, (9), 2, 131-152.

Recent studies in language teacher education have
suggested that teachers need to develop heightened
levels of professional-pedagogical responsibility
(PPR) in order to become more effective educators.
This paper reports on a qualitative study that
examined how three pre-service teachers of English
developed and enacted their PPR during their
practicum in Chile. Data included a complex set of
sources based on semi-structured interviews, an
analysis of pedagogical artefacts (including lesson
plans and reflections), classroom observations and
focus group sessions. Drawing on a sociocultural
perspective of learning, the data were understood
using conceptual tools drawn from a discursive
approach grounded in a cultural historical activity
theory tradition, including the use of the activity
system as the primary unit of analysis as a means of
highlighting tensions, contradictions and agency in
the nature of the activity under investigation. Key
findings of the study revealed a range of critical
forces that frame the actions of preservice teachers
and encourage them to act more professionally as
aspiring educators. The outcomes of this study have
potential implications for the design of teacher
education programmes, particularly around the need
to construct further development opportunities for
pre-service teachers to experience agentic actions.

Kellogg, D. (2020) Realizations: non-causal but real
relationships in and between Halliday, Hasan, and
Vygotsky. Mind, Culture, and Activity, 27:3, 264-276,
https://doi.org/10.1080/10749039.2020.1806329

This paper looks at a concept central to Michael
Halliday’s linguistics: realization. Ruqaiya Hasan
always defined this concept in a Vygotskyan way, as
semiotic mediation. In so doing, she made three
important addenda to it and questioned the fit
between systemic-functional concepts of language
and Vygotsky’s. I will suggest that recently translated
pedological texts offer a reply – a kind of pre-ply, if
you will – to some of the queries she had. I will then
propose a “try-brid” pedology in which Vygotsky’s
neoformations are realized as Halliday’s
conversational stages and development is realized as
Hasan’s contextual cline of instantiation. I hope, by
the conclusion, to have shown you, with two anti-
smoking cartoons by Korean primary school
students, how the concept of realization becomes
real.

Hedges, H. (2021). Contemporary principles to lead
understandings of children’s learning: Synthesizing
Vygotsky, Rogoff, Wells and Lindfors. Early Child
Development and Care.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004430.2020.1849169

Many scholars are influenced by the theoretical
contributions of Lev Vygotsky. Significant post-Vygotskian
scholarly writing highlights sociocultural perspectives of
understanding everyday, informal learning as an important
phenomenon. Ideas of participatory learning, and
knowledge building through participation and inquiry, are
included in the work of Barbara Rogoff, Gordon Wells and
Judith Lindfors. Synthesizing their work contributes to
potential shifts in understanding the ways children learn
that, in turn, might influence early childhood education
policies, practices and outcomes. This paper, therefore,
proposes contemporary principles reflecting current ways
to understand and value young children’s learning,
illustrated through the concept of ‘working theories’. A
recent construct in scholarship on children’s learning,
working theories recognize the fluid and changing
trajectories of learning that children engage in to
understand, and participate more effectively in, their lives.
In this way, shifts from traditional views of young children’s
learning to contemporary and nuanced understandings
become possible.

Kellogg, D. & Song, S.-m. (2020) The problem of articulate
animals in Korean child conversation: A Hallidayan analysis,
a Vygotskyan interpretation, and a Hasanian critique,
WORD, 66:3, 149-165.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00437956.2020.1793498

Some children believe that animals can talk. To discover
whether and in what sense the two Korean-speaking
children in our study believe this is not the least of our
reasons for analysing their use of projection (direct and
indirect speech reporting). But this belief in talking
animals, where it exists, needs to be explained. Halliday
has speculated that it may come about because children
begin with the same understanding of human speech that
animals have – a bistratal one, where a given semantic
content is matched with a phonetic expression
unmediated by lexicogrammar. Here too we have ample
motive for analysing the language of our subjects with an
eye to the extent to which that bistratal model persists in
their consciousness. Finally, this belief in talking animals
may also arise through exposure to articulate animal
characters in fables, cartoons, and (recently) photorealistic
films. Therefore, a third purpose of our study is to consider
this possibility and suggest that our current emphasis on
talking animals for young children but not adolescents
might just be diametrically opposed to their own
development. We strive, in this way, to render the present
study not merely descriptive but explanatory, and not
merely explanatory but appliable.

http://www.theeuropeanjournal.eu/download/EJALTEFL_02_2020.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/10749039.2020.1806329
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004430.2020.1849169
https://doi.org/10.1080/00437956.2020.1793498
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Kellogg, D. (2020) Realizations: non-causal but real
relationships in and between Halliday, Hasan, and
Vygotsky. Mind, Culture, and Activity, 27:3, 264-276,
https://doi.org/10.1080/10749039.2020.1806329

This paper looks at a concept central to Michael
Halliday’s linguistics: realization. Ruqaiya Hasan
always defined this concept in a Vygotskyan way, as
semiotic mediation. In so doing, she made three
important addenda to it and questioned the fit
between systemic-functional concepts of language
and Vygotsky’s. I will suggest that recently translated
pedological texts offer a reply – a kind of pre-ply, if
you will – to some of the queries she had. I will then
propose a “try-brid” pedology in which Vygotsky’s
neoformations are realized as Halliday’s
conversational stages and development is realized as
Hasan’s contextual cline of instantiation. I hope, by
the conclusion, to have shown you, with two anti-
smoking cartoons by Korean primary school
students, how the concept of realization becomes
real.

Hedges, H. (2020). The place of interests, agency and
imagination in funds of identity theory. Mind, Culture
and Activity.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10749039.2020.1833931

Funds of identity is a recent entrant to the field of
identity theories. Located within sociocultural
theory, the concept developed from the notion of
funds of knowledge to consider all life experiences
that collectively shape identity development. It
draws attention to the relationships, settings,
experiences, and cultural tools and symbols that are
personally meaningful to people, and ways these
mediate engagement with identity development. I
make two contributions to advancing funds of
identity theory. First, I provide empirical evidence
with respect to a very young child’s engagement
with funds of identity. I report findings related to
Zoe, a child who participated with her family in a
qualitative project on the interests of children aged
from birth-to-five years old in Auckland, New
Zealand. Second, I extend funds of identity theory
through arguing that agency and imagination ought
to be explicit concepts in this theory given that it
foregrounds the capacity for humans to act on and
imagine their worlds. Interest, agency, imagination
and identity are concepts that can promote the
dynamic view of development Vygotsky championed,
and help to explain the way ongoing sociocultural
mediation determines developmental possibilities
and learning trajectories.

https://doi.org/10.1080/03004430.2020.1849169
https://doi.org/10.1080/00437956.2020.1793498
https://doi.org/10.1080/10749039.2020.1806329
https://doi.org/10.1080/10749039.2020.1833931


Song, S.-m. & Kellogg, D. (2020). Un-naming names: Using
Vygotsky’s language games and Halliday’s grammar to
study how children learn how names are made and
unmade. Early Years.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09575146.2020.1853682

Today, L.S. Vygotsky’s concept of a ‘zone of proximal
development’ (ZPD) is often used to just mean best
practices in early years teaching, like scaffolding. But in his
original theory, the zones linked age periods distinguished
by age-specific neoformations – one of which was the
formation of concepts at adolescence. So Vygotsky
rejected Stern’s idea that early years already had the
wherewithal of adult concepts and affirmed the age-
specific quality of child thinking instead. He demonstrated
this through two ingenious ‘name games’. In this paper,
with the help of two Korean children, we’ll replicate the
name games and use one game to study the difference
between Vygotsky’s ‘Crisis at Three’ and the ‘Crisis at
Seven’. We describe the differences from the systemic-
functional perspective of Ruqaiya Hasan and Michael
Halliday. In this way, we hope to restore a diagnostic
function to Vygotsky’s ZPD.

Ma, J. (2021) ‘Good packaging can be misleading’
A Peircean contribution to intersubjectivity and
Vygotskyan sign mediation. Language & Sociocultural
Theory.
https://doi.org/10.1558/lst.18833

This article explores the applicability of a Peircean
approach to the intersubjectivity of adult-child shared
reading. Peirce’s semiosis serves as an analytical device for
ways in which intersubjectivity transcends social
interaction. By scrutinising instances of signification, i.e.,
the production and interpretation of signs constitutive of
meaning making in the reading of a dual-language
picturebook, the analysis reveals that the word-image
complementarity renders an unfolding of intersubjective
nuances in collaborative learning and intervention. This
provides impetus for furthering Vygotsky’s sign mediation
to embrace the notion of ‘intersemiosis’ as indexed to the
interdependence of signifying codes in communication
and representation, thus theorizing how the signification
of such codes elicits, invites, and empowers social
interaction. Resonant with edusemiotics, increasingly a
reference point in the philosophical foundation of learning
and development, this article offers pedagogical
implications for teachers.

Recent articles from the Conceptual PlayLab

Fleer, M., Fragkiadaki, G., & Rai, P. (2020). 
Methodological Challenges of Studying Children in 
a Living Laboratory: Case example of Conceptual 
PlayLab. Cultural-Historical Psychology, 16(3), 47-
59. doi: 10.17759/chp.2020160306

Fleer, M., Fragkiadaki, G., & Rai, P. (2020). STEM 
begins in infancy: Conceptual PlayWorlds to 
support new practices for professionals and 
families. International Journal of Birth and Parent 
Education,7(4). See online ResearchGate

Fleer, Μ., Fragkiadaki, G., & Rai, R. (2020). 
Programmatic research in the Conceptual PlayLab: 
STEM PlayWorld as an educational experiment and 
as a source of development. Science Education: 
Research & Praxis, 76, 9-23. Available online

Rai, P., Fleer, M. & Fragkiadaki, G. (2021). 
Theorising Digital Tools: Mutual Constitution of 
the Person and Digital in a Conceptual PlayWorld. 
Human Arenas. https://doi.org/10.1007/s42087-
020-00178-8

Fleer, M. (2021). How Conceptual PlayWorlds in 
preschool settings create new conditions for 
children's development during group time. 
Learning, Culture and Social Interaction, 28,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lcsi.2020.100438

Fragkiadaki, G, Fleer, M., & Ravanis, K. (2021). 
Understanding the Complexity of Young Children’ s 
Learning and Development in Science: A Twofold 
Methodological Model Building on Constructivism 
and Cultural- historical Strengths. Learning Culture 
and Social Interaction, 28 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lcsi.2020.100461

Fragkiadaki, G. & Ravanis K. (in press). The unity 
between intellect, affect, and action in a child’s 
learning and development in Science. Learning 
Culture and Social Interaction.

https://doi.org/10.1080/09575146.2020.1853682
https://doi.org/10.1558/lst.18833
https://psyjournals.ru/en/kip/2020/n3/Fleer_Fragkiadaki_Rai.shtml
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/342820767_Fleer_M_Fragkiadaki_G_Rai_P_2020_STEM_begins_in_infancy_Conceptual_PlayWorlds_to_support_new_practices_for_professionals_and_families_International_Journal_of_Birth_and_Parent_Education74
http://pc204.lib.uoi.gr/serp/index.php/serp/article/view/288
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42087-020-00178-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lcsi.2020.100438
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lcsi.2020.100461


Congratulations

To Anthoula Maidou and Anna Koumara on
completing their PhD theses!

Paired Special Issues

Two special issues in Cultural-Historical Psychology
Edited by Katerina Plakitsi and Olga Rubstova – a
collaboration between University of Ioannina @fise
research group andMoscow State University

Vol 16, No 2 – Traditions and Innovations

Vol 16, No 3 – Traditions and Innovations

Contributions from:
Plakitski, Rubstova, Stetsenko, Leontiev, Hedegaard,
Lyberth, Dafermos, Chronaki, Kontopodis, Kloetzer,
Rubstov, Ulanovskaya, Koumara, Tkhostov, Zaretsky,
Kholmogrova, Veresov, Margolis, Nechaev,
Kornelaki, Fleer, Fragkiadaki, Rai, Veraksa NE,
Veraksa AN, Sukhikh, Engeness, Norh, Kudryavstev,
Fidalgo, Magalhães, Pinheiro.

Podcast

Podcast (in Portugese) with Gisele Toassa on cultural
historical psychology

New content on Channel Fundamentals of Vigotskian
Psychology See also the podcast on apple podcasts.
Thanks to Gabriel Carvalho and interviewer team!
The Ontocast podcast is an Orthodox Marxist
podcast aimed at spreading science and philosophy
in light of Marx's historic materialism, the
ontological conception of György Lukács social being
and the contribution of critical realism, among other
authors of Marxist ontological tradition. On episode
24, she received teacher Gisele Toassa to talk about
cultural historical psychology. Check it out! Learn
more: This will be edited by Albert Zeyer and Regular
Kyburz-Graber, in collaboration with ESERA. Katerina
Plakitsi encourages ISCAR members to consider
contributing, strengthening dialogue between our
societies.

Lectures

Carl Ratner gave 2 remote lectures in China and
India at the end of 2020. The Indian lecture was at
the National Academy of Psychology while the
Chinese lecture was at a minorities institute in
Szechuan. Both lectures utilised macro cultural
psychology to understand and mitigate social
problems. Specifically they utilised the Marxist
elements of Vygotsky’s cultural-historical psychology,
such as historical materialism. Vygotsky’s Marxist
model of culture was shown to comprehend cultural
bases of social problems such as minority education.
The cultural model was also invoked to mitigate
social problems by improving their cultural bases.
The lectures extended Ratner’s recent book
Psychology’s Contribution to Socio-cultural, Political,
and Individual Emancipation (Palgrave/Macmillan).

https://psyjournals.ru/en/kip/2020/n2/
https://psyjournals.ru/en/kip/2020/n3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANuUiiwX5l0&t=2s
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/24-psicologia-hist%C3%B3rico-cultural/id1512343976?i=1000501428966&fbclid=IwAR21TYL0qwFaPS27k0eXwRDNG4Qoz8hhMs_d4XBSS-VwYsR35lLazY7hLqY
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030280253


Obituaries

Fernando González Rey (1949-2019)

Daniel Goulart’s obituary in memory of Fernando was
published in November 2020:
Goulart, D. M. (2020). Fernando González Rey (1949–
2019). American Psychologist, 75(8), 1175–1176.
https://doi.org/10.1037/amp0000698

Lucien Seve

Lucien Seve died of Covid 19 in late March in Paris. He 
was a Titan of CHAT, friend to Leontiev and Luria, and 
an important psychologist in his own right. He also led 
the Communist Party of France after the split with 
Roger Garaudy and Louis Althusser. His wife translated 
Vygotsky into French.  (provided by David Kellogg)

Gordon Wells

With great sadness we received news of the passing of 
Professor Gordon Wells in a bicycle accident in July 
2020. He was a member of the University of California 
Santa Cruz, having studied and worked in the UK and 
Canada. You can read a full obituary written by Trish 
Stoddard here:

“Gordon, however, went beyond theoretical treatises 
and applied theory to educational practice. In the later 
part of his career, he focused on preparing teachers to 
use these principles in educating their students, and he 
very explicitly modelled CHAT in his teaching. One 
student said in her evaluation of this class: "He is an
absolutely amazing teacher; couldn't ask for a better 
one. He is really lovely as well". Which  pretty much 
sums up Gordon.”

Wolfgang Jantzen

With great sadness we note the passing of Wolfgang
Jantzen. We are grateful to Daniel Stosiek for this
tribute.

Wolfgang Jantzen was born in the midst of World War 
II. During his whole life, he kept dealing with the nazi
past of the own society, trying to separate its 
destructive effects and implications. In the decades of 
his studies and his professional life, he met several 
liberating movements as the movement of 1968, and 
he expressed that a liberating atmosphere of such 
groups were important for his own development. He 
was working at a special school for some years, 
studied psychology and became professor for 
pedagogy of disability at the University of Bremen 
were he was working during several decades.

Jantzen researched the question what disability is. We 
can learn with Lev Vygotsky that each step of human 
development is the result of interaction between the 
personality and the environment, never merely one of 
them. In such logics it may get intelligible that Jantzen 
and his colleagues described disability as "social 
construction". Thereby emerged as a key category the 
social isolation. The topic of social isolation in turn 
opened the way for attachment research and research 
about society. Attachment research became important 
in terms of human psychology, biology, comparative 
psychology, and included bonding and dialogue and 
their evolution in ontogenesis and phylogenetics. 
Research about society which produces social 
isolation led to a broad array of areas as sociology and 
economics, including studies on the works by Karl 
Marx. The ocupation with the cultural-historical 
psychology in turn and authors as foremost Lev 
Vygotsky, Aleksei N. Leontiev and Alexander Luria 
resulted in research on significance (importance) and 
(personal and social) meaning. With such wideness of 
disciplines, Jantzen developed, coming from the 
relatively marginalized subject of pedagogy of 
disability, a universal science of the human being.

https://doi.org/10.1037/amp0000698
https://education.ucsc.edu/gordon-wells-obituary-9-16-2020.pdf


/ Jantzen obituary continued

Jantzen continued the matter of Vygotsky to develop 
an alternative to the dichotomy into - as it were -
"two psychologies". Such separation is paradigmatic 
for a large part of European thinking in the last 
centuries (not only in psychology). One tendency 
explains everything humanistically, with mental 
categories, and the other tendency entirely within the 
logics of a positivistic view of natural sciences. For 
René Descartes, extensive matter cannot think, and 
thinking matter cannot be extensive. But such 
dualism is expressed more subtly, when rudimentary 
functions of mind (and of life) are explained strictly by 
mechanical-causal means and complex functions by 
merely humanistic ways. Vygotsky in contrast, and in 
the same line Wolfgang Jantzen, reveal that always 
new interactions or relations between functions, 
between processes and activities, create new levels or 
qualities of complexity. It becomes visible that such 
complexity is respectively the mental aspect of matter 
- which can be considered from outside (objectively), 
from inside (subjectively) and from the perspective of 
relation and dialogue (between subjectivities). -
According to Vygotsky, psychic systems emerge 
through the interaction between different neuronal 
functions, and in development these interactions 
change.

For Wolfgang Jantzen, subjectiveness and dialogue 
must have emerged together with the development 
of life [1].  In cooperation with Georg Feuser, he 
studied theories of self-organization of matter in 
order to reconstruct the development of 
subjectiveness and social meaning in the course of
evolution. The dialectic of human history (historical 
materialism) finally proves to be a function, a specific 
new quality, of the dialectic of nature (dialectical 
materialism).

In this sense, Jantzen practiced a connection between 
social / human sciences with natural sciences which is 
not very common even nowadays. Still, it is very often 
the habit of thinking in the sciences that one thinks 
the rudimentary functions of nature as causal and 
mechanistic, and in contrast the mental and social 
human phenomena as (categorially) intentional and 
meaningful. An alternative approach applies terms of 
subjectiveness and relatedness also to nature, and 
natural sciences in turn - in a non-positivist manner -
to the human and social realm.

It took me some effort to learn be Wolfgang Jantzen that 
one can comprehend labour, as Karl Marx used the term, 
as kinetic energy and the value of products as potential 
energy [2]. Later, when I had begun to work about labour 
of nature, we discussed value as corresponding to the 
reproduction and that's why also as kinetic energy - or 
better as the interaction of kinetic and potential energy 
typical for systems of self-organization in flow equilibrium.

All that I began to grasp only in the context in which I 
actively undertook to rethink (Marxian) political economy 
involving the labour of nature as value-creating - which I 
was inspired to by certain expressions of persons 
belonging to indigenous peoples in Latin America.

In this sense, I mentioned the latter because I can 
comprehend the thinking of another subject not when I 
take him like an object, but finally always in dialogue, 
when I am thinking actively and get into resonance.

During the last 12 years of his life - which coincides with 
the time I knew him - he got interested more and more in 
authors and movements from Latin America. That 
includes, for example, he pedagogy by Paulo Freire, the 
liberation philosophy by Enrique Dussel, the topic 
coloniality of power (Aníbal Quijano, Walter Mignolo), 
coloniality of gender (María Lugones, Breny Mendoza), 
Latin-American feminism, and indigenous peoples. He 
travelled to Brazil and got to know persons of indigenous 
peoples in the region of the upper Rio Negro. From Latin-
American theories, persons and movements, he learned 
much about global structures of social exclusion and 
liberating approaches which cannot be found in this way in 
the global north. In the last years he studied - apart from 
innumerable other studies - various work by the 
anthropologist David Graeber. And there is another 
anarchist he loved: Louise Michel. At about the same time, 
often he and I discussed about what is abstract labour, not 
forgetting the meaning which the term generalization has 
in the notion of Vygotsky (not reducing to some common 
qualities as in formal logics, but according dialectic logics 
considering the growing complexity of relations and 
interactions). And one of the last theoretical efforts by 
Wolfgang Jantzen was to address the soul - a topic treated 
a bit like an orphan in the academic psychology -, whereby 
he, strictly adhering to the monistic approach of Vygotsky, 
characterized the soul - as Karl Marx the commodity -, as a 
"sinnlich-übersinnliches Ding", a 'sensual-transsensual
thing’ [3].  The aspect which I would translate with 
transsensual (übersinnlich) is not merely 'transcendent', 
but points to something beyond the merely concrete thing 
or moment. For instance, a concrete emotion of a person 
finds itself connected with a wide range of emotions 
which can embrace the whole humanity.



From the editor

Once again, a huge thank you to everyone who has 
contributed content for this packed issue (the longest 
Newsletter to date). It is a delight to see all this 
activity in our field, and new opportunities for our 
community to come together, even as many of us 
remain locked down.

As always, please do send in content at any time (you
don’t have to wait for an email in the run-up to the
next Newsletter). I include everything I receive, and
only what I receive!

So, please send in :

1. Notices of upcoming events
2. Reports of recent events
3. Details of recently published books, articles
4. Details of other projects, initiatives
5. Obituaries of recently passed scholars in our field.

You can email content to me on
nick.Hopwood@uts.edu.au

If there is a new Newsletter Editor before the next
issue, I will keep everything on file and pass it on to
whomever takes on the role.

All members are welcome to join the ISCAR facebook
group, too. Once part of the group, members can
post news, ask questions, and connect with others.

Best wishes

Nick Hopwood
ISCAR Newsletter Editor
University of Technology Sydney

/ Jantzen obituary continued

It is the dimension of the "great time" of which Mikhail 
Bakhtin spoke about  , an infinite dialogue that never 
ends and where not any meaning gets lost. It is also the 
dimension of emotion around arts, literature, music, 
spirituality - but which also occurs in the daily life.

Wolfgang Jantzen always included the subject. When 
Enrique Dussel in his "Philosophy of Liberation" 
emphasized that I have to recognize the testimony of 
the Other as revelation, Jantzen completed that 
inversely I too have to reveal myself to the Other if I 
don't want to remain paternalistic. Here one cannot 
separate theory from praxis.

In those years he got interested in Latin-American 
literature, one of his most liked quotations was the one 
from the Nobel prize speech by Pablo Neruda: 

”Only with a burning patience can we conquer the 
splendid City which will give light, justice and dignity to 
all mankind".

Daniel Stosiek, February 2021

[1] Wolfgang Jantzen: Am Anfang war der Sinn. Zur
Naturgeschichte, Psychologie und Philosophie von 
Tätigkeit, Sinn und Dialog, Berlin 2012.

[2] Wolfgang Jantzen: Marxismus als Denkmethode und 
Sicht auf die Welt – eine ständige Herausforderung auch
im 21. Jahrhundert?, in: Willehad Lanwer, Wolfgang 
Jantzen: Jahrbuch der Luria-Gesellschaft 2012, Berlin 
2013.

[3] This is my attempt of translation because the one I 
found is totally wrong ("something transcendent"). The 
German expression in Karl Marx: Das Kapital. Kritik der 
politischen Ökonomie, Erster Band, Berlin 1998  
(Marx/Engels: Werke, Band 23), p. 85. In English: 
chapter ”The fetishism of commodities and the secret 
thereof": 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1867-
c1/ch01.htm#S4

mailto:nick.Hopwood@uts.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/528157013920898
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1867-c1/ch01.htm

