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Welcome…

… to the first ISCAR Newsletter of 2020. Reaching you
in a very different, and troubling world. The ISCAR
Executive expresses its hope that this finds all
members and their loved ones safe.

ISCAR Congress… 2021

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic situation, ISCAR 2020
Organizing Committee and ISCAR International have
decided to postpone the conference to August 2nd -
7th, 2021. The conference will still take place in Natal,
Brazil.

We would like to inform you that approved proposals
will be maintained, and that further admissions will
still be possible at a later date.

We would also like to confirm that registrations
already done will be valid for the new date and
deadlines for registrations will be extended. More
information will follow as soon as possible.

As human beings and researchers we are facing a
'crisis context' that we could never have imagined. We
believe that we, in the ISCAR community, can face and
sup port each other during this challenging period.

We would like to express our solidarity to all those
who are affected by this pandemic. Thank you for
your kind patience and support.

ISCAR 2020 Organizing Committee

Future events – general notice

For obvious reasons there is a great deal of
uncertainty regarding future events. The Newsletter
Editor received information about the events listed
here prior to the pandemic situation. In many cases it
is still to fluid and too early to know what the impact
on these plans will be.

An international Friends of Ilyenkov symposium has
been postponed (being organized by Paul Feldman)

§ Activity theory summary school; 9-12 June; Leeds
University Business School; contact Jo Garrick

§ EARLI SIG 20, 21 and 25; 1-3 July; now to be
conducted online; Process-oriented research on
learning in contemporary society. (The linked
Summer school ‘Analyzing classroom interactions’
on 6-10 July has been cancelled)

§ CHACOC planned a symposium on Crisis in
Children’s Development. Contact Mariane
Hedegaard for information on plans for this.

Summary of events

Reports from recent events
AARE and Australian Summer School
Thank you for all the wonderful CHAR presentations at
AARE and all who participated in our symposium:
“Cultural Historical Activity Research for a Socially Just
World” both physically (thank you Peter Renshaw for a
great discussion) or via video. This brought the
community together without having to be physically
present at the conference and we will try and do this
again next year in Adelaide.

The Summer School at Tallebudgera Outdoor &
Environmental Education Centre, was also a great
success for five days the intense and invigorating
discussion of Vygotsky, Cultural-historical and Activity
Theories started at breakfast and continued until after
supper (with brief time out for swimming). It is a rare
privilege to be able to spend so much time,
uninterrupted, thinking, discussing, reading and
writing. Special thanks to Nicolai Veresov for his lucid
explications of Vygotsky’s cultural-historical theory and
Fernanda Liberali, from São Paulo, who gave us an
inspiring vision of how cultural historical activity
theories can enable us to critically and collaboratively
act and construct something research that goes
beyond what we know in our immediate realities and
create innovative tools to struggle with the obstacles
we face both in Brazil and across the world. We are
hoping to run the Summer School again in the second
week of December near Adelaide in 2020 and New
Zealand in 2021. Special thanks to Brendan Jacobs and
Judy MacCallum for their tireless organisation and
inspiration.

John Cripps Clark

https://www.hv.se/en/education/third-cycle/activity-theory-in-practice-full-time-campus-atpf010/
https://earli.org/SIG10-21-25


Recent events continued…

English language teaching, literature & cultural studies

ISCAR member Tara Ratnam gave a keynote at this
conference in Christ College (Kerala, India), titled
‘Helping teachers and their disadvantaged learners
find personal relevance in the teaching and learning of
English’. The inauguration involved the lighting of a
traditional brass lamp, as is customary in functions in
India, and pictured below.

Retirement symposium for Bert van Oers

On October 30, 2019, Bert van Oers retired as a 
professor of Cultural-Historical Education at Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam. To commemorate this, a 
symposium was organized around three aspects of his 
work: empirical research, theory development, and
significance for educational practice.
Professor Monique Volman talked about the
difficulties she has to obtain funding for research 
projects, because reviewers consider CHAT as ‘strange’ 
at best and often do not know it. Still, she succeeds in 
using at least parts of the theory in her research. She
gave two examples: one using the ‘funds of 
knowledge’ idea (Luis Moll) to help teachers giving
their students more control and responsibility in their
own learning; and one inquiring into the conditions for
identity development in secondary school students.

Wim Wardekker argued that in order to be able to use
the full power of CHAT in the social sciences, we need
to abandon the standard view in which science strives
for objectivity and the discovery of general laws. 
Instead, we should focus on human-induced change 
and its consequences. Following a line of reasoning
initiated by Anna Stetsenko, the implication is that
theory cannot be objective and researchers are never 
just spectators. This leads to a new understanding of 
pedagogy (in the European sense) as a ‘science of and
for practice’ and to the need to integrate thinking 
about the aims of our actions, including the aims of 
education, in theory formation.

/ continued

Bea Pompert spoke of the successes of the CHAT-
inspired model of Developmental Education in primary
schools in the Netherlands. About 10 % of these 
schools now use this model, generated by Bert van 
Oers and Frea Janssen-Vos, in some form. Pupils and
teachers are generally happy with it. Nevertheless, in 
an age where education is ever more strictly
regulated, it is not easy to maintain its basic principles, 
centred around the idea of a ‘play-based curriculum’.

In his valedictory address, Bert van Oers gave an
overview of the contributions and present challenges
for the chair, according to the same three aspects of 
the work. For the theoretical or conceptual aspect, he 
spoke about the development of the theory of the
zone of proximal development, of play as a mode of 
participation in cultural activities (leading to the idea
of a play-based curriculum), and of transfer as 
recontextualizing.

As to empirical research, he shortly discussed some of 
the PhD studies carried out under his supervision; and
for the practical aspect, he mentioned the ongoing
work on the dissemination and further development 
of Developmental Education. In conclusion, he argued
that the work of the chair, known somewhat
awkwardly as the pedagogical approach to school 
education, is indeed a progressive paradigm. At the
same time, a lot of work remains to be done.

Although Bert has now formally retired, we can be
sure that he will stay involved in that work.



Passing of Elena Evgenievna
Kravtsova

A message from ISCAR President Katerina Plakitsi

Our Russian colleagues have passed on the sad news
of the passing of Vygotsky’s grand daughter We give
them our deepest condolences and we try to share
their pain and sadness. Elena Evgenievna Kravtsova,
doctor of psychological sciences, professor, founder
of the Institute of Psychology named after L.S.
Vygotsky, headed the institute and the department of
design psychology for many years.

Elena Kravtsova was the granddaughter of the
outstanding psychologist Lev Vygotsky and continued
to develop his ideas throughout her professional
career. She was highly respected by colleagues and
students. We express our condolences to the family
and friends.

Special Issue

Associate Professor Maria Birbili (University of
Thessaloniki, Greece) and Professor Helen Hedges
(University of Auckland, New Zealand) co-edited a
special issue on Interest/s as a learning phenomenon
in Learning, Culture and Social Interaction 23(4). Ten
articles and an editorial conceptualise and research
interest inspired by Vygotsky’s quote:

When we approach the problem of the interrelation
between thought and language ... the first question
that arises is that of intellect and affect. Their
separation ... is a major weakness of traditional
psychology, since it makes the thought process
appear ... segregated from the fullness of life, from
the personal needs and interests, the inclinations
and impulses, of the thinker. (Vygotsky, 1986, p. 10).

Collectively the papers from established and newer
scholars explore the relationship between interests
and the fullness of life across different cultural,
educational and community contexts. Taken
together they provoke questions such as what
formal education contexts might learn from informal
contexts such as families and skateparks, whether
informal contexts are more responsive than formal
ones to affect, and ways curricula might include a
focus on interests. A number of new and recent
concepts are developed and methodological
contributions and issues raised.

A Theory of Imagining, Knowing, 
and Understanding

New book by Luca Tateo

This is a book about imaginative work and its
relationship with the construction of knowledge. It is
fully acknowledged by epistemologists that
imagination is not something opposed to rationality;
it is not mere fantasy opposed to intellect. In
philosophy and cognitive sciences, imagination is
generally “delimiting not much more than the
mental ability to interact cognitively with things that
are not now present via the senses.” (Stuart, 2017,
p. 11) For centuries, scholars and poets have
wondered where this capability could come from,
whether it is inspired by divinity or it is a peculiar
feature of human mind (Tateo, 2017b). Published by
Springer and available here.

Horace Mann League Outstanding  
Public Educator Award

Awarded to Peter Smagorinsky – details here

Dr. Smagorinsky’s research has been unified by a
sociocultural approach to understanding literacy
teaching and learning grounded in the theory of L. S.
Vygotsky. A major strand of his research has been
the study of composing process, including written
and artistic compositions, and group discussions
oriented to literary interpretation and interpretive
texts. He has begun exploring issues surrounding
mental health as an issue of educational inclusion
and diversity; learning processes involved in service-
learning; and the discourse of character education.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/learning-culture-and-social-interaction/vol/23/suppl/C
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030380243
http://www.hmleague.org/hml-outstanding-educators-for-2020/


Psychology’s Contribution to Socio-
Cultural, Political, and Individual 
Emancipation 

New book by Carl Ratner

This book articulates how psychologists can use
psychological theory, research, and intervention to
generate insights into emancipatory social change to
solve social and psychological problems. These
include racism, sexism, civil rights, poverty,
militarism, education, and politics.

Psychology was not developed to directly address
social issues. It must therefore be reconceptualised
to fulfil this aim. In this book Carl Ratner makes use
of Vygotsky’s Marxist psychological approach known
as ‘cultural-historical Psychology’, supplemented by
Martin-Baro’s Liberation Psychology and the work of
Bourdieu, to develop an emancipatory psychological
theory. This is based in historical materialism. It is
utilized to lay out a program of social and
psychological emancipation.

This is also used to evaluate populist movements
that aim at social and psychological emancipation.
Ratner concludes that progressive populism is
inadequate to solve social and psychological
problems because it misunderstands the nature of
society and psychology, and what it takes to improve
society and psychology. The book additionally
identifies populist distortions of emancipatory social
and psychological theories. These include Liberation
Psychology (Montero), cultural-historical Psychology
(Stetsenko, Nardi), and historical-materialism
(Cuellar). This book recuperates and revitalizes the
fields of cultural psychology, Vygotsky studies,
general psychology, Marxism, and emancipatory
politics. Published my Palgrave Macmillan, available
here.

Collaborative Pathways to 
Friendship in Early Childhood: A 
Cultural-Historical Perspective

New book by Megan Adams & Gloria Quinones

Early childhood is a time of wonder, excitement,
adventure and learning. A time to experience social
relations and friendships, and all of the emotions
involved. The joy, and the excitement – of creating a
common world with friends. A world of ‘what if’ and
‘as if’ moments that are accepted and built together,
or rejected – leading to frustration, sadness and
exclusion – the darker side of friendship.

In this book, cultural-historical concepts are used to
analyse the everyday lives of children. Inspired by
contemporary ideas about moral imagination,
Collaborative Pathways to Friendship in Early
Childhood theorises friendship as a concept.
Traditionally, studies about friendship in early
childhood focus on relations built in educational
settings. As a point of difference, Dr Adams and Dr
Quinones introduce the conditions that are created
for, with, and by young children as they move
between everyday family life, and transition into
education settings. Through narratives of
internationally mobile families moving into Malaysia
and established families in Mexico, varying
perspectives of children, parents, teachers and
principals are presented — culminating in a holistic
understanding of friendship in early childhood.

Providing insight into varied perspectives and
processes involved when young children enter into
friendships, this book will be of interest to
researchers, post graduate students and teacher
educators specialising in early childhood education,
child psychology or social work.

Published by Taylor & Francis, available here.

https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030280253
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/9780203728925


Learning to Teach English and the 
Language Arts
A Vygotskian Perspective on 
Beginning Teachers’ Pedagogical 
Concept Development

New book by Peter Smagorinsky

Drawing together Smagorinsky's extensive research
over a 20-year period, Learning to Teach English and
the Language Arts explores how beginning teachers'
pedagogical concepts are shaped by a variety of
influences. Challenging popular thinking about the
binary roles of teacher education programs and
school-based experiences in the process of learning
to teach, Smagorinsky illustrates, through case
studies in the disciplines of English and the Language
Arts, that teacher education programs and
classroom/school contexts are not discrete contexts
for learning about teaching, nor are each of these
contexts unified in the messages they offer about
teaching. He explores the tensions, not only
between these contexts and others, but within them
to illustrate the social, cultural, contextual, political
and historical complexity of learning to teach.
Smagorinsky revisits familiar theoretical
understandings, including Vygotsky's concept
development and Lortie's apprenticeship of
observation, to consider their implications for
teachers today and to examine what teacher
candidates learn during their teacher education
experiences and how that learning shapes their
development as teachers. Published by Bloomsbury,
available here.

Developing culturally and historical 
sensitive teacher education: Global 
lessons from a literacy education 
program

New book edited by Peter Smagorinsky, Yolanda
Gayol Ramirez & patricia Rosas Chávez

This volume explores the literacy education master's
degree program developed at Universidad de
Guadalajara in Jalisco, Mexico, with the aim of
addressing the nation's emerging social, economic,
technological, and political needs. Developing the
program required taking into account the cultural
diversity, historical economic disparities, indigenous
and colonial cultures, and power inequities of the
Mexican nation. These conditions have produced
economic structures that maintain the status quo
that concentrates wealth and opportunity in the
hands of the very few, creating challenges for the
education and economic life for the majority of the
population. The program advocates providing tools
for youth to critique and change their surroundings,
while also learning the codes of power that provide
them a repertoire of navigational means for
producing satisfying lives.

The editors focus on how their process of looking
inward to consider Mexican cultures enabled them
to develop an appropriate educational program to
address Mexico's historically low literacy rates. They
show that if all teaching and learning is context-
dependent, then focusing on the process of program
development, rather than on the outcomes that may
or may not be easily applied to other settings, is
appropriate for global educators seeking to provide
literacy teacher education grounded in national
concerns and challenges. The volume provides a
process model for developing an organic program
designed to address needs in a national context,
especially one grounded in both colonial and
heritage cultures and one in which literacy is
understood as a tool for social critique, redress,
advancement, and equity.

Published by Bloomsbury, available here.

https://www.bloomsbury.com/au/learning-to-teach-english-and-the-language-arts-9781350142893/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/au/developing-culturally-and-historically-sensitive-teacher-education-9781350147430/


Social representations of studying 
activity in university students

New thesis by G Bender, A Defago & G Cutrera

The content of this thesis is the result of a research
project developed during 2014 and 2015 on
students at the first year of de University of Buenos
Aires, Argentina. The purpose was to investigate
students’ social representations (SR) about studying
activity. Within this work we considered studying,
not as an individual act, but as part of an activity
system as conceived by cultural historical activity
theory, understanding it as a social, systemic activity,
of a complex structure with a mediated nature and
with multiple actors.

To carry out this research, we developed a
theoretical framework that could integrate notions
and methods of Moscovici's Social Representations
Theory with those of third generation Activity
Theory. Within this new framework we sought to
describe the structure and dynamics of the study
activity as including students` vision of mediating
artifacts and labor division.

Based on the administration of questionnaires,
group interviews and class observations it was
possible to know, describe and understand students
SR about this activity and the actions they carry out.
We inquired about the meaning given to the object
to study, how they imagine the actions necessary to
study and about the place they assign themselves
and the teacher in this activity.

It could be concluded that there is no single
hegemonic SR about the object to study or about
the appropriate mediating actions to achieve it.
However, two well-differentiated visions regarding
the object and the mediating artifacts could be
recognized. We also found that in terms of the
division of labor there was a generalized agreement
about the mediating role of teachers and students'
role during classes.

The findings that emerge from this study allow us to
reconstruct the activity local theory integrating for
its understanding the SR of the students about the
nodes of expanded activity triangle and achieving, in
addition, a first theoretical articulation between the
framework of the social representations and the one
of activity theory that opens an interesting gate to
deepen on this subject and on others in which both
frames can be integrated.

Psychologies pour la formation | 
Psychologies for education

New book edited by Philippe Carré and Patrick
Mayen, featuring Britt-Mari Baarth

Britt-Mari’s chapter focuses on her friend and
mentor for more than 30 years – Jerome Bruner.

Cet ouvrage est une introduction à l’œuvre d’une
douzaine de grands auteurs de la psychologie
francophone et anglophone : il présente les
principaux concepts de leurs constructions
théoriques et une analyse de leur actualité. Chaque
chapitre est rédigé dans une visée d’usage pour les
pratiques de la formation des adultes, selon la
structure suivante : aperçu biographique de l’auteur
et contexte de son œuvre ; présentation de la
construction théorique et des concepts-clés ;
critiques, succession et actualité de la pensée de
l’auteur ; inspirations, implications et importance
pour les pratiques de formation.

This book is an introduction to the work of a dozen
great French and English psychologists. It presents
the main concepts of their theoretical constructions
and an analysis of their relevance. Each chapter is
written with a view to adult training practices,
adopting the following structure: biographical
overview of the author and context of their work;
presentation of theoretical construction and key
concepts; criticism, succession and topicality of the
author's thought; inspirations, implications and
importance for training practices.

Published by Dunod, available here.

https://www.dunod.com/sciences-humaines-et-sociales/psychologies-pour-formation


Psychological Studies of Science & 
Technology

New book edited by Kieran O’Doherty, Lisa Osbeck,
Ernst Schraube & Jeffrey Yen

This book provides a significant contribution to
scholarship on the psychology of science and the
psychology of technology by showcasing a range of
theory and research distinguished as psychological
studies of science and technology. Science and
technology are central to almost all domains of
human activity, for which reason they are the focus
of subdisciplines such as philosophy of science,
philosophy of technology, sociology of knowledge,
and history of science and technology. To date,
psychology has been marginal in this space and
limited to relatively narrow epistemological
orientations. By explicitly embracing pluralism and
an international approach, this book offers new
perspectives and directions for psychological
contributions.

The volume (1) presents critical and situated
approaches to the psychological study of science and
technology; (2) demonstrates how an expansion of
dialogue between psychology and STS can contribute
to the development of psychological theory,
methodology, and practice; (3) focuses on a variety
of issues relating to the psychological study of
science and technology in our contemporary world.

Subjectivity & Knowledge:
Generalization in the Psychological
Study of Everyday Life

New book by Charlotte Højholt and Ernst Schraube

Based on a collection of chapters of leading scholars
in the field, the purpose of this book is to intervene
in current debates on the scientific foundation of
psychological theory, methodology and research
practice, and to offer an in-depth, situated and
contextual understanding of psychological
generalization. This book aims to contribute to a
theoretical and methodological vocabulary which
includes the subjective dimension of human life in
psychological inquiry, and roots processes of
generalization in persons’ common, social, cultural
and material practices of everyday living.

The volume will be of particular interest to scholars
in the field of cultural psychology, critical psychology,
psychology of everyday life as well as psychological
methodology and qualitative studies of everyday life
including the various critical undergraduate,
graduate, master, and PhD programs. The book will
also be of special interest for scholars working in
social psychology, history of psychology, general
psychology, theoretical psychology, environmental
psychology and political psychology.

Published by Springer, available here.

Subjectivity
and
Knowledge

Charlotte Højholt
Ernst Schraube Editors

Generalization in the Psychological
Study of Everyday Life

Theory and History in the Human and Social Sciences

Edited by
Kieran C. O’Doherty

Lisa M. Osbeck
Ernst Schraube

Jeffery Yen

Psychological 
Studies of Science
 and Technology

PALGRAVE STUDIES IN THE THEORY AND 
HISTORY OF PSYCHOLOGY

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-29977-4


Inclusion of a child with expressive 
language difficulties in a 
mainstream Australian preschool –
roundabout ways can create 
opportunities for participation

New article by Fatema Taj Johora, Marilyn Fleer &
Nikolai Veresov

Available from the journal website.

Limited free access from here.

Contemporary educational policies both at
international and national levels acknowledge the
educational rights of all children and their inclusion
in mainstream educational practices. Like other
children at risk, children with disabilities have
opportunities to access mainstream education but
their participation is not always realised in practice.
To address opportunities and challenges of inclusion
of children with disabilities, this paper examines the
participation of one focus child (four years), with
Soto’s Syndrome, who attends a mainstream
Australian preschool setting. Guided by the cultural-
historical theory, digital video data of the focus
child’s activities in everyday preschool practices
(13 h) was gathered over a period of eight months.
The findings suggest that although the focus child
faces difficulties in expressive language, she created
her own developmental trajectory of participation.
The focus child used educators as her living auxiliary
tools and educators used auxiliary questions to
support the child to express and communicate
through a process of building shared meaning.
Though the findings are limited in regard to
generalisation, the understanding about the
dialectical effort of adults and the focus child to
create a roundabout way to overcome
incongruences could be a strong basis for
conceptualising inclusion.

The Wiley Handbook of Vocatioanl
Education and Training

New book edited by David Guile and Lorna Unwin,
featuring a chapter by Arthur Bakker and Sanne
Akkerman (chapter available here)

Published by Wiley, full book available here

Chapter: The Learning Potential of Boundary
Crossing in the Vocational Curriculum

Chapter description: What is typical of a vocational
curriculum is that it is a course of learning across
different school- and work-based practices. This
chapter discusses such learning in terms of
boundary crossing between these practices. We
conceptualize boundaries as sociocultural
differences that lead to discontinuity in action or
interaction. Such discontinuities between school and
work practices have frequently been reported as
problematic. Boundary crossing is defined as the
efforts by individuals or groups to establish or
restore continuity in relation to action or interaction
across practices. As this chapter argues, these efforts
point to the learning potential of boundary crossing
between school and work practices, which we
summarize in terms of four learning mechanisms:
identification, coordination, perspective making and
taking (or mutual reflection), and transformation.
These learning mechanisms are discussed through
illustrations from vocational education and training.
The chapter concludes by speculating on what
would be fruitful boundary analyses of situations
where a vocational curriculum could be improved.

From the Editor…

Thank you to everyone who has contributed material
for inclusion in this Newsletter. I have found it
heartening to compile an issue that reflects the
diverse scholarship of ISCAR members. Please do send
in material for future newsletters – email me any time!

Nick Hopwood
ISCAR Asia-Pacific Representative & Newsletter Editor

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/kFWmCMwG9mHkZRJgcwLTwg%3Fdomain=doi.org
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Dgk-CNLJ8nfPBE6Ac4VLso%3Fdomain=tandfonline.com
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9781119098713.ch18
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/book/10.1002/9781119098713

