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OUR  
MISSION

To provide English 
Classes and other  

supportive  
services for 

 immigrants to 
empower them  
to reach their  
full potential  

and lead  
meaningful lives 

within the 
communities in 
which they live  

and work

h

PROGRAMS
On June 15, 2022 we held our Awards Ceremony, 
this year including both groups, in person and  
online students. It was a different picture from 
last year with groups on different days and 
teachers and students masked. This year, the 
pictures were great, we saw many smiling faces 
and rows and rows of chairs with student groups 
accompanied by their teachers. Each group was 
called forward, students and teachers wearing 
sapphire blue 25th Anniversary tee shirts, to 
receive their certificates, with 82 Excellent, 31 
Merit and 18 Participation for students who had 
attended for a month. 

Teachers also received certificates, noting their 
years of service. Candles, signifying the light of 
language shared, were gifted to teachers with 5 
or more years:

  Sister Nancy Richter 27, Paul Parsekian 12,  
Johanna Maye 11, Ira Lipson 11,  
Barbara Bedway 10,

 Dan Callahan 8, Sister Maureen Conway 6,  
 Alexandra Lescaze 6, Linda Schwartz 5

Refreshments of delicious many colored icing 
cupcakes and large cookies were served and we 
all moved out into a lovely evening, catching up 
with each other after the time of separation due 
to COVID. We had a raffle and many went home 
with nice prizes. What is a party without a raffle?

It is hoped that many of the on-line students 
will return to in-person classes and this will be 
worked out with students and their teachers. 
Because of distance and other circumstances 
in-person will be difficult for some. However, at 
the present, on-line attendance has generally  
remained stable. Whereas, in-person has  
increased each year.

Daytime students were also involved in the  
Ceremony. For three of them, who began  
classes in January, the number of students 
involved in One to One was amazing.

We are proud of our new 
Citizens, Amalia Recinos  
and Lupe Recinos who 
have recently passed their 
citizenship interview. They 
were pre-literate students 
who have come a long way, 
learning to read and write 
and are now citizens. They 
will continue to master the 
English language with the 
assistance of their teacher, 
Ann Rosenberg.

   CHILDREN’S 
    PROGRAM

Although we did not have a 
formal Children’s Program, 
due to COVID precautions, a 
few children did come with 
their parents due to lack of 
supervision at home. Steven 
was a consistent member of 
the group, was the oldest, 
age 10, and the most reliable. 
I would provide art work, 
story books, wood projects 

to paint, and white boards. 
Steven would supervise the 
group. However, the best 
days for Steven were when 
Amanda-Jane, an arts 
major at St. Thomas  
Aquinas College, was  
there to do art projects 
with the children.
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ONE TO ONE LEARNING 
OFFICE STAFF

In our March 2022 Newsletter, 
I missed listing Sister Maureen 
with six years of service. I am 
not sure how I did that, maybe 
because Sister Maureen is 
faithfully here in the office, 
from Monday to Thursday, as 
part of the fabric of the office. 
Sister is a volunteer who teaches 
both at night and during the 
day as well. Sister is a mentor 
for the teachers as she provides  
supplementary materials for 
both on-line and in-person 
teachers to enhance the “Side 
by Side” curriculum. Sister also 

monitors attendance and keeps a record of student progress notes 
that teachers provide. Because of her exact record keeping, Sister 
Maureen is able to assign student award certificates as Excellent- 
Merit-Participation. Sister is a valued member of this organization.

Marianne Barry is another 
member of our Staff, working 
eight hours a week on  
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Marianne keeps records of 
student information, including  
registration and ending dates, 
address and country of origin, 
on the computer. Marianne 
prepares the monthly regis-
tration/attendance forms, 
teacher information, board 
information and Awards  
certificates. Marianne prepares  
the Minutes and all Board and 
Executive Director communi-
cation. Marianne is always ready and willing to take on any need 
presented.

Gino Silvestri has been a 
volunteer at “One to One 
Learning” for over 20 years. 
Flavia, his wife, first volun-
teered as a teacher. When we 
began computer classes,  
Gino prepared the curriculum 
and taught the classes that 
were given in English. Gino 
is our in-house IT person. No 
matter what problem comes 

up with computers, Gino is able to handle it. Gino was also a very 
active and influential member of the Board. When Sister Jeanine 
Nolan retired, Gino graciously volunteered to take over the Finances,  
upgrading the methods used with Quick Books. Gino is also on the 
Finance Committee of the Board, providing them with monthly  
financial statements and working directly with the Executive 
Director. Gino and his wife support all our efforts and are faithful 
benefactors. Gino’s presence and his advice through the years has 
been most appreciated.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
For the past two years, the Executive Committee of the Board, Sister Grace 
Hogan, Sister Susan Dunn, Dan Callahan, Deacon Rob Pang, Sabrina Greco,  
and Sister Cecilia La Pietra, have been meeting with a consultant Mike 
Burns of BWB Solutions, developing a Long- term Strategic Sustainability 
Plan regarding Management and Finances in the event of the retirement of 
the Executive Director. The Board has received a copy of the plan with the 
ability to ask questions of the consultant. A Board Retreat is planned for 
Saturday, September 10th to develop the plan with input from the Board 
and support from the Board in implementing it. 

Our Board is very focused on getting our mission out to the public.

During this year the Finance Committee has been very active with review-
ing financial reports and working with our representative from Merrill 
Lynch, Christina Chin, in monitoring investments.

The Development Committee, John Borst, Steve Wilson, Sabrina Greco 
and Sister Cecilia worked on Star-Fest XII, Virtual. Development supported 
the 25th Anniversary Gala and helped to make it a great success. Martha 
Gonzalez sent out Google Notes to supporters to save the date for the 
Gala. Good News, Star-Fest XIII will be in-person after two years of hiatus. 
Development is planning for an addition to our event activities scheduled 
for December 3rd, a Christmas special with Sue Matzuki and Ensemble. 
Martha Gonzalez and May Pang are working on a new and better Web 
page. Looking forward to that.

We will miss three of our members who will be leaving at the end of August.

Sister Susan Dunn, after serving two terms and for the last three years as 
Chair of the Board and as a Development Committee member. Dan Callahan  
who had been Vice Chair will become Chair; Martha Gonzalez  
will become Vice Chair.

Deacon Rob Pang, after serving for one term and a very focused Chair of 
the Finance Committee.

Evelyn Sanabria, did not complete her first term, had to resign due to the 
birth of her new baby girl.
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Language Empowers. Language Unites.25 UNFORGETTABLE YEARS...

25th Anniversary Gala
In planning the Gala, Sister Cecilia and the Development Committee had one goal in 
mind—that it be a party to celebrate all those, who through the years had been part of 
the mission in so many different ways. And so, it was a grand celebration, with Steve 
Wilson, our super MC starting it off with a splendid welcome; then introducing Sister 
Susan Dunn OP to begin with a prayer, thanking God, most appropriately, since all that 
had been accomplished was through God’s power and strength. Sabrina Greco continued 
with a champaign toast honoring Sister Cecilia and naming all who were present, who 
had been recipients of the Gala Awards in the past. Steve Wilson also named, in Memory 
teachers, board members, and benefactors who had passed.

A video of the Story of “One to One Learning”, produced by John Borst and Sister Cecilia, 
was shown on a big screen V, donated and monitored by Darryl Popkave and Thomas Mellia 
of Multimedia group USA. It began in 1997, with pictures from the past and moving on into 
the present. Alumni and some of their grown children present enjoyed seeing pictures of 
themselves in their younger days and their children as babies and toddlers. You can view  
this video on our Facebook page and website.

Edith Nova coordinated the Entertainment with Hernan playing guitar and singing and  
William on the guitar and Giovanni on the electric piano accompanying the little girls’ 
choir (Angeles de Maria) from St. John the Baptist Church. We all enjoyed dancing to music 
provided by Alex Flores. Thanks to Sister Jeanne Shary, you can view a video of the evening’s 
festivities on Facebook and website.

Angelo Rubino at the Nyack Seaport went out of his way to make the celebration special with delicious passed appetizers and an open bar during the 
cocktail hour. Entrées were delicious and special, dessert was a cake with our logo and delicious pastries. Each table was graced with a beautiful orchid 
plant, donated by INSERRA Supermarkets, Northvale, NJ Shoprite.



Then and Now
By Diana Martinez

My name is Diana Martinez. I came to the 

United States in 2003 with my youngest 

brother. I was 15 years old and I was petrified 

of being in a country which had a different 

language and different culture. My Mom left 

me in El Salvador when I was 10 years old to 

come to this country, looking for a better life 

for us. After five years she made the decision 

to bring us to finally be together in the  

United States.

When I came here, I was very happy to be 

with my family but also scared of not speaking the language. My parents 

were members of Saint John the Baptist Church in Piermont and there 

I met Sister Cecilia. Due to some papers that I didn’t have, my process 

to start school got delayed for about a year. When Sister Cecilia heard 

what was happening, she told my mom that I should start to get ready 

by participating in “One to One Learning”. I had no transportation to go 

to classes and it was then that Sister Cecilia offered to come to my home 

to be my tutor.

Sister Cecilia is the angel of many 

of us who came to this country not 

knowing the language. I would never 

forget when sometimes, even on 

snowy days, she would still come 

to my house so I wouldn’t miss my 

classes for the week. Thanks to  

Sister Cecilia I as able to get started 

practicing my English and getting 

ready for school. She came for six 

months until I was finally able to 

start at Nyack High School. 

My English got so much better. In 

2007 I got a Job at the Nyack Diner as a cashier and got the chance  

to practice English. A year later my boss had me start working as a  

waitress. In 2008 I married Antonio Ramirez who also happened to 

attend “One to One Learning”. Now we have three beautiful children, 

Heily, Josue, and Yulisa, ages 11, 7, and 5. Thank God, I’m able to  

understand and help them with their homework. It is a blessing to  

be able to speak English.

Now I’m still trying to fulfill my dreams, and learn more for my children, 

just as my parents did for me. I thank Sister Cecilia and “One to One 

Learning” for your effort and love for all the people in need of learning 

the language, God bless you all for everything you do.

Then and Now
by Rudy Felipe

In 2009 in my home country of Guatemala,  

we were graduating more than 120 students  

as primary teachers. I thought with my 

diploma I could get a job, but after two 

years I did not get a single opportunity.  

So I decided to come to the United States. 

It was hard to say good-bye to my family, 

as only God knows when I would be back 

home. In the US, there was a new language,  

culture, friends and job; two days after  

arriving, I was working in a restaurant. 

Some people there thought it was very funny that I didn’t understand, 

even the word “cup.” I knew I would have to go to school to understand 

at least simple conversations. I started to go to BOCES in Spring Valley, 

where I was living before I got married, and on the weekends I was attend-

ing BOCES in Nyack. I also took Bible classes at St. Joseph’s in Spring 

Valley. I was very busy during the week! Both classes were so helpful. 

I started to notice a girl who was in both my English and Bible classes. 

Epifania and I started to date, and she introduced me to Sister Cecilia, 

who became close to us. When we got married in 2014 my mom was 

in Guatemala, so Sister Cecilia took er place, and she and my father 

brought me to the altar. 

After we got married, 

Epifania and I moved to 

Sparkill, and I started 

to go to the Piermont 

church, and to the 

One to One Learning 

program. Epifania and 

I help with fund raising 

for Sister Cecilia’s  

programs. Through 

God’s grace, our  

daughter Camila was born in 2018, and the next year I received a  

student service award from One to One. That honor inspires me to  

continue improving my English.

In 2020 the Covid epidemic paralyzed the world, and our classes, too. I 

lost my father, but I got support from people I am close to and from my 

teacher, Barbara, at the One to One program. We started to do Zoom 

classes with her, and I can see the fruits of my hard work taking English 

classes. I give thanks to God and for the wonderful program at One to 

One, and to my wife and my daughter, who support me so I can continue 

to improve my English by going to One to One.

PS   Since writing this, Epifania, Rudy, and Camila have welcomed a baby 
girl, Lia Isabela, in July.
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Language Empowers. Language Unites.REFLECTIONS...

ONE TO ONE LEARNING

OUR MISSION
To provide English classes and 
other supportive services for 
immigrants to empower them 

to reach their full potential 
and lead meaningful lives  
within their communities.

Language Empowers. 
Language Unites.

1993
“An Idea” 

Education Committee

1994
“Pilot”

Haverstraw School 
Dominican 
Convent

1996
“Ministry Subsidy”

Start-up funds 
Dominican Sisters

Feb 1997
First Class held in 

Connnelly Hall
at St. John the 
Baptist Church

April 2000

Certification of  
Incorporation 

Van from State

First student receives High 
School Equivalency

Nov 2007
Sisters of Our Lady 

Christian Doctrine invite 
us to use cabins at 

Marydell

March 2008
Friends prepare 

office space

August 2008
Preparing for
parking area

September 2008
Classes begin at 

Marydell

September 2003
Structured 

Children’s Program

February 2006
First computer class

2007
Ten years later over 

3500 students;
over 150 volunteers

Reflections on Teaching 
at One to One Learning

Susan Hanna –  Year 2     

I have found my second year of teaching 
beginner Spanish to be an absolute pleasure. 
I have become much more comfortable and 
relaxed, and I believe that translates into a 
more engaging and fun experience. I have 
a great deal of respect and admiration for 
my students (and all the students), who are 
devoting so much time to learning English 
so they can do well in school, or have better 
job opportunities. I am at a loss to put into 
words how this experience has impacted me. 

I have learned far more from the students at “One to One Learning” than 
I could ever teach them. I consider myself very lucky to be able to help 
them and I am so grateful there are programs like “One to One Learning” 
to help such deserving and hardworking 
individuals.

Vicky Kelder

I have truly loved teaching English to our 
students this year. The students are so 
appreciative and kind. I didn’t know what 
to expect when I started but it has been 
a wonderful experience. 

Monica Powers-Meade  
and Jerry D. Meade

Jerry and I are filled with gratitude for the 
opportunity to collaborate and help our 
marginalized students that we so enjoyed 
teaching. While in person learning is more 
effective with instruction, Jerry and I  
managed to be quite successful with  
virtual learning. We employed many 
different methods to promote strong 
learning outcomes in our respective classes. We assessed frequently and 
monitored the growth of our learners.

Our students were committed and engaged in being productive learners. 
After long hours of employment, they still managed to actively participate  
in our classes. The culture was affirming and small gains were celebrated.

My husband and I contributed to a vibrant learning community founded 
on trust, high expectations, and consistency. We shared a common  
mission with One to One Learning which is to bring out the best in all 
our students and differentiate when possible. Our two classes were a 
solid learning community built on trust and respect.

Kudos to Ms. Alexandra, my co-teacher, for bringing consistency and a 
strong skill set which benefited our partnership and instruction.

We especially want to spotlight Sister Maureen who encouraged us 
every week by providing many learning resources and tips for assisting 
our learners. The feedback from her was always positive and forward 
moving.

We would be remiss if we did not mention Sister Cecilia, the glue and 
bedrock of One to One Learning. She is the driving force, leader, and 
change maker for this vibrant community. Together with our students 
and colleagues, we lit a candle of hope for a brighter tomorrow. Doors 
will open and possibilities await each one of our students at One to  
One Learning.

O N E - T O - O N E  T I M E L I N E
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Frank and Donna La Pietra
Sister Pauline Blandina
Terry Siracusano
Edward J. Chanda
   Memory of Alice Theresa Chanda 
and Sister Margaret Murphy

Bob Gunderson
Gus and Liz Nolan

Anonymous
Sister MaryAnn Borrello  
  and Sister Margaret Stadelman
Frank and Elaine Cappadona
Christine Ellis
Gerard and Kathy Geisinger
Kerry Haggerty
Robert Lechtanski
 Memory of Robert Giacobbe
Sister Mary Carol Lehmkuhl
Rosemary Lundberg

RESPONSE FROM OUR BENEFACTORS 
We are grateful to you as you assist us in paying our monthly bills. Since our last newsletter, 
we have received the following donations totaling $18,090. We remember our friends and 
benefactors in prayer each morning.

John and Mary McCoy
Sophie Platt
Debbie Sexton
  Behalf of Band of 1967
Marc and Dana Vander Heyden

Colts Neck Township Senior Citizens
  Memory of Anton Kopp
Sister Eileen Cunningham
Judy Dolfi
Minnette Duran
Marjorie Galen
Alex and Geny Aguilar
Rust Gilbert
Peter Lacomb
Ann and Norman Rosenberg
Sister Rose Patrice Sasso
  Honor of 2022 Jubilarians
John Scileppi

Language Empowers. Language Unites.THANK YOU...

Noreen Brady
  Memory of Sister Jeanine Nolan
Sister Mary Brinn
Sister Mary Ann Buhr
Sister Amelia DeMarco
  Honor Diamond Jubilarians
St. Dominic’s Community
Diane Cooney
Dianne DeVanzo
Sharon Flobeck
Sister Kathleen Gallager  
  and Sister Sheila Bowen
Martha Gonzalez
Sabrina Greco
Susan Hanna
Sister Nora Healey

2012
Children have their  

own cabin

Large dining room provides 
a space for parties and 

awards ceremony

Computer program has  
a home

Beautiful outdoor space 
for picnics

Mini courses:
Parenting, Health, Yoga, 

Knitting

2009 - 2016
Soccer

2011 -2016
Teacher Christmas Party

Tea Party - St. Francis  
of Assisi Church 
2014, 2015, 2016

2017
Alumni Leadership 

Activities

Starfest

New Citizens 

2020
March 11, 2020

Last day of classes for
2019 - 2020

Covid 19

Summer 2020
Our zoom guru Al Birkmaier 
teaches our teachers how  

to Zoom

Sept 2020
Classes being with  

continuing students on  
Zoom and beginning students 

in-person following  
CDC protocol

2020-2021
Received grants 
for computers 
and hot spots

June 2021
Awards Ceremony 

help in 2 groups
Zoom and In-Person

2021-2022
Zoom  

and In-Person

More In-Person
Students Vaccinated

June 2022

June 15, 2022
Awards Ceremony
Combined Groups

No Masks

Lucille Levine
Jean Looney
Diane Mena
Sisters Claire MacDonald  
  and Betty McLoughlin
Sister Peggy McGirl
  Honor Diamond Jubilarians
Sister Barbara Paul
  Honor 2022 Jubilarians
James Savage
Sister Dolores Shortal 
Sister Maureen Stocking 
  Honor 2022 Jubilarians 
Sister Margaret Strychalski
Blair Talty
Mary Wehrberger

INDIVIDUAL AND INSTITUTIONAL DONATIONS 
$50,000 Boniface and Alison Zano 

$40,000 Anonymous
$1,870 Ameriprise Financial

$700 Catholic Charities Volunteer Appreciation
$500 Catholic Daughters Court St. Anne #86

$500 Rockland Country Club

GRANT
$20,000   2022 Alfred E Smith Foundation Grant
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2022-2023
Wednesday, September 7, 6:00 PM 

Welcome Supper for Teachers

Monday, September 12, 2022 
First Day of Evening Class 

Register at 7:30 PM

Sunday, September 18, 3:30 
13th Annual Star-Fest

Saturday, December 3rd Christmas Event 
Featuring Sue Matsuki, Cabaret Singer
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

175 Route 340, Sparkill, NY 10976

 ONE TO ONE LEARNING  
IS ON AMAZON SMILE 

Amazon will donate 0.5%  
of your purchase price to us

   GOODSEARCH (1 cent for each search) 
GOODSHOP (% of your purchase price)

ONE TO ONE LEARNING IS A SPONSORED MINISTRY OF DOMINICAN SISTERS OF SPARKILL

Interested in becoming a member  
of the

One to One  
Learning Family?

Call Sister Cecilia at 845-512-8176 /  
845-216-9799

clpangel59@gmail.com 
and sr.cecilia@one2one-learning.org

MEMORIAM
Vicky Jo Cohen Rajendra

We are sorry to announce the death of Vicky, a very close supporter of 
“One to One Learning”.

Vicky has been a part of our story for many of our 25 years. I met Vicky 
when we were part of a program in a Church in Spring Valley, called  
“Jornalero Lunch and Learning”. It catered to those day laborers who 
were not picked up to work while waiting for landscaping companies 
in areas of Spring Valley. Lunch was offered and some of us provided 
English classes to those interested. Vicky was there to assist with  
immigration questions.

As an attorney, Vicky has been a voice for the immigrant during many  
of these years. Vicky was a member of the Board of Directors for two 
terms and educated us concerning Immigration laws. She spoke at an  
Assembly of Dominican Sisters of Sparkill and also to students, speaking 
on rights and duties of immigrants. I could call on Vicky to assist  
students with Immigration applications and for renewal of TPS status.

Alumni of “One to One Learning” will visit Vicki’s grave sometime in the 
Fall. We thank all of you who have made donations in Memory of Vicky.

DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF VICKY JO COHEN RAJENDRA
Tikkun Olam (Heal the World)

Jessie Yu, Irene Cermeno, Ben Lam, Monica Tong, Supreet Kaur
(Staff at Work Place of Son Ravi Ritu)

Ira Reiss
Ashley Makar

Gary Matthews

Language Empowers. Language Unites.


