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1tt1e Secret

by Don Gmﬁlen:e

& Believe it or not, life at Napa Valley W'mer’{z ~ Although an Llu:tm,al engmeer by profession, - . 2000 Rishar .Partndge Chardunnay

ol -‘Exchange is not umnterruptcd hardship. We th(, Richard Parttidge grew up on a family farm and: ':_ David Arthur & Dak Knoll \Imevards
Sour ]oys Amde from devoumng store mventory o wasno stranger to agncultuu_ and its deman I Bright, slightly: cltr;c, nchly oaked but
“and debating our favorites with the customers, our _'av1d wine dnnku and ﬁmnaall‘, successfuk inhis  essentially fruit driven nose of spiced

- -apple, lemon, kiwi and flint scents, with .
- a peach/pear-core that grows expansive
with airing. Lovely dnd supple on the .
. palate, it is a flavorful wine of surpris-
‘ing balance and grage, dominated by -
pearand peach, with lemon, mineral -
- and vanilla notes pushed toward the
rear. The finish is mcely fdcused and: extremely Iong, seeming
sweetly frudy-untl th‘e dry mineral notes cutin to bring their brac-_ ;

most ple;murable task is l:he hunt for and subse— = 0

years ago, in pursmt of that task, I ca

~ maker Bob. Egelhqff.

: 4,.Alt0gether Callforman in fruit character it'is nevenheless balanced E
like fine Chablis and it will be most appealing when paired by those
jdlshes pamoularly seafoods that can show off its exqwsde bal-

| eed purp\e edged color Gorgeous classy, fruit dominated nose :
of |u|cy purp[e plum, pdmegran d current and blueberry,

' -abLhty produ és

ol QNLY GETS BETTER - ;
. The customers reqponded as enthuﬁastically o
the Pareridge wines as we did, so selling them
roved as easy as it was pleasurable and when
 opportunities arose to barrel taste the 1999 and

. later the 2000 thage we were there. How good
are they? The 2000 Cabernet is clearly a star of the -
vintage, one of the top five amongst 60 or so th”xt I Lo
have tasted. The 1999 Cabernet, inaneven = @
stronger field, was tasted twice in barrel and more
recently inhottle and like the younger wine, it is

o ,absolutely wond rful. My tﬁstmg notes on the 1999 o

 rating Vgt fo_r a 98_ Cab. The news was ol

- 1ath, but the.y are avafiabfe at the Napa Vaﬁey Wmery Exchange
- now. The Ghardor}nay is priced at $36.00 and the Cabernet
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