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 Carry Restrictions per State*  
Alabama 
A permit to carry a handgun is required, while other weapons such as rifles and shotguns are not. Right to carry in 
public is legal, however it is provisional in some provinces of daily life. Castle doctrine is also enacted. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/alabama/  
 
Alaska 
Permits to carry any firearm are not required in Alaska, however, permits are available to those who want to carry in 
states that recognize Alaska permits. There is a partial ban on carrying in restaurants, with castle doctrine enacted. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/alaska/  
 
Arizona 
Arizona does not require a permit to carry any handgun, and also respects the right of all U.S. citizens to carry a 
concealed handgun with or without a permit, or to carry openly. There are no public provisions for carrying and the 
castle doctrine is enacted. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/arizona/  
 
Arkansas 
There are no permits required to carry a firearm in Arkansas, however, the decision would lie amongst the court if the 
intent of carrying it would be to unlawfully employ the gun against another person. The castle doctrine is enacted, 
and there is a partial ban in restaurants.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/arkansas/  
 
California 
A permit to purchase and register any type of firearm is required. A firearms safety certificate is generally required to 
purchase or acquire a firearm as well. A permit to carry is also required, but only for handguns. Castle doctrine is NOT 
enacted, and there is a partial ban in restaurants.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/california/  
 
Colorado 
There is a permit required to concealed carry, but there are no requirements for purchasing or registering them. The 
castle doctrine is not enacted. It is also legal to carry in restaurants.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/colorado/  
 
Connecticut 
It is required to have a permit to concealed carry in Connecticut, as well as have a permit to purchase. You need to 
register any rifles or shotguns, however, you do not have to register handguns. The castle doctrine is enacted, and it is 
legal to carry in restaurants.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/connecticut/  
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Delaware 
A permit to carry is required for handguns, and there are no laws requiring licenses or permits to purchase. There is 
no castle doctrine enacted, but it is legal to carry in restaurants. Rights to carry in public places are provisional, but 
the permit will protect you. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/delaware/  
 
Florida 
There are no laws requiring permits to purchase or registration of firearms. A permit is required for concealed carry. 
The castle doctrine is enacted, and there is a partial ban on carrying in restaurants.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/florida/  
 
Georgia 
There are no laws requiring permits to purchase or registration of rifles, shotguns, or handguns. A permit is required 
for concealed carry for handguns. The castle doctrine is enacted, and it is also legal to carry in restaurants.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/georgia/  
 
Hawaii 
In Hawaii, you must have a permit to purchase a firearm, and they must be registered through your county’s chief of 
police. It is also required to have a permit to concealed carry. The castle doctrine is not enacted. It is also legal to 
carry in a restaurant and other public grounds as long as you have a permit.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/hawaii/  
 
Idaho 
There is no requirement for a permit to purchase a firearm, nor the need to register it. You also do not need a permit 
to carry, but there is a permit available that you may receive if you wish to carry in other states that accept Idaho’s 
permit. The castle doctrine is enacted and it is completely legal to carry in restaurants.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/idaho/  
 
Illinois 
In Illinois, it is required that you have a FOID card, (Firearms Owner Identification card), in order to purchase and 
register firearms. A FOID card is also necessary for receiving your licenses and your permit to carry a handgun. There 
is a partial ban in restaurants, as well as the Castle Doctrine not being enacted. 
 
Indiana 
There is no permit required to purchase firearms, nor is there a requirement to register them. However, you need a 
permit to concealed carry. It is completely legal to carry in public such as restaurants, just so long as you have your 
permit and correct identification. The Castle Doctrine is also enacted. 
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Iowa 
Iowa has no requirements for needing a permit to purchase firearms, as well as no requirements for licensing and 
registering the firearms. Iowa is a permitless carry state, meaning, you may conceal carry as you please without a 
permit, effective July 1, 2021. It is legal to carry in restaurants, however, there is no law for the Castle Doctrine thus 
making it not enacted. 
 
Kansas 
Kansas is a permitless carry state, meaning, it is not required of you to obtain a permit to concealed carry. It is also 
not required to have a permit to purchase firearms, nor register them. Licenses for owners are also not necessary. 
The Castle Doctrine is enacted, with a partial ban on carrying in restaurants.  
 
Kentucky 
There are no requirements for a permit to purchase firearms, or the registration of firearms. Owners also do not need 
a gun license and can carry freely without a permit. The Castle doctrine is enacted, with a partial ban on carrying in 
restaurants.  
 
Louisiana 
A permit to purchase a firearm is not required, nor is a license for the owner. There is also no registration of the 
firearm required, however, you do need a permit to concealed carry in Louisiana. The Castle Doctrine is enacted and 
there is a partial ban in restaurants. 
 
Maine 
There are no requirements on any permits in Maine. Meaning, you do not need a license to own a firearm, and you 
do not need a permit to purchase a firearm. There is also no requirement to register the firearms. You may concealed 
carry without a permit, just so long as you are above the age of 21. The Castle Doctrine is enacted, and there is a 
partial ban on carrying. 
 
Maryland 
It is required to have a permit to purchase a handgun in Maryland, but no permit is required for a shotgun or rifle just 
so long as they are not classified as an “assault weapon”. You must register firearms and have a license. You also must 
have a permit to concealed carry, approved by the Maryland state police. The Castle Doctrine is enacted and you may 
carry in restaurants legally. 
 
Massachusetts 
It is required you have a permit to purchase a handgun in Massachusetts, and you need a FID (Firearm Identification 
Card) in order to purchase a rifle or shotgun. Registration for any type of firearm is not necessary. The owner of any 
type of firearm must also have a license. In order to carry a rifle or shotgun, you must have a FID card, and in order to 
carry a handgun, you must have a permit. The Castle Doctrine is not enacted, and it is legal to carry in restaurants.   
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Michigan 
A permit to purchase is required to buy a handgun from a private individual. A license to purchase is not required if 
purchasing a handgun from a Federal Firearms Dealer. You must register your firearms, however, you do not need a 
license to own. It is also required you have a permit to carry. The Castle Doctrine is enacted, and there is a partial ban 
in restaurants. 
 
Minnesota 
In Michigan, it is required to have a permit to purchase firearms. It is not required to register the firearms, and you do 
not need a license to own one. You do however need a permit to open and concealed carry. The Castle Doctrine law is 
enacted and it is legal to carry in restaurants.  
 
Mississippi 
Mississippi does not require you to have a permit to purchase a firearm, nor does it require you to register said 
firearms. A license to own is also not required. A permit to carry is available, but it is not required to carry a handgun 
either openly or concealed. The Castle Doctrine is enacted. There is a partial ban in restaurants, but still, there is no 
permit required to carry. 
 
Missouri 
In Missouri, you are not required to have a permit to purchase a firearm, nor does it require you to register said 
firearms. A license to own is also not required. No permit is necessary to carry a concealed handgun if the person is at 
least 19 years of age. The Castle Doctrine is enacted and there is a partial ban in restaurants.  
 
Montana 
Montana does not require you to have a permit to purchase a firearm, nor does it require you to register said 
firearms. A license to own is also not required. Montana also amended its concealed carry law in 2021, and a permit 
to carry concealed is not needed provided the person is not legally prohibited from possessing a firearm and is not in 
a place where firearms are not allowed 
 
Nebraska: 
Only need a permit to carry a handgun. Partial ban on carrying in restaurants. Conditional recognition of Right To 
Carry Reciprocity and Recognition. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/nebraska/  
 
Nevada: 
Only need a permit to carry a handgun. Castle Doctrine is enacted. Legal to carry in restaurants. Conditional 
recognition of Right To Carry Reciprocity and Recognition. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/nevada/  
 
New Hampshire: 
A permit to carry a handgun is available but not required. Castle Doctrine is enacted. Legal to carry in restaurants. No 
permit needed to carry. True Reciprocity for Right To Carry Reciprocity and Recognition.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/new-hampshire/  
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New Jersey: 
ID card required to purchase and carry a rifle or shotgun. Permit required to purchase and carry handgun. 
Registration of handguns is not required, however, a police record of all transfers is. Owners of shotguns, rifles, and 
handguns must have a liscense. Partial (duty to retreat from co-habitants) enactment of Castle Doctrine. Legal to 
carry in restaurants. Rights are very ristricted and there is very limited issuance of Right to Carry Laws. No provisions 
for Right to Keep & Bear Arms State Constitutional Provisions.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/new-jersey/  
 
New Mexico: 
Only need permit to carry handgun. Provisions enacted for Right to Carry Confidentially. Partial ban on carrying in 
restaurants. Conditional recognition of Right To Carry Reciprocity and Recognition.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/new-mexico/  
 
New York: 
For handguns, one is required to have a permit to purchase, register the gun, carry a liscense, and  have a permit to 
carry. For shotguns and rifles, one is not required to have a permit to purchase, register the gun, carry a liscense, and 
have a permit to carry except in NYC where all of these provisions are required. Provisions enacted for Right to Carry 
Confidentially. Rights are very ristricted and there is very limited issuance of Right to Carry Laws. No provisions for 
Right to Keep & Bear Arms State Constitutional Provisions.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/new-york/  
 
North Carolina: 
Permits for purchasing and carrying a handgun are required. One is not required to register nor have a liscense for 
owning a handgun; however, a sheriff will retain a list of permittees which he/she will make available to law 
enforcement. The Castle Doctrine is enacted. It is legal to carry in restaurants. Outright recognition of Right To Carry 
Reciprocity and Recognition. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/north-carolina/  
 
North Dakota: 
Permitless carry is limited to state residents for handguns. Castle Doctrine is enacted. Provisions enacted for Right to 
Carry Confidentially. Partial ban on carrying in restaurants. True reciprocity  of Right To Carry Reciprocity and 
Recognition.  
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/north-dakota/  
 
Ohio: 
Only need permit to carry a handgun. Castle doctrine enacted. Right to carry confidentially is enacted. Legal to carry 
in restaurants. Outright recognition of Right To Carry Reciprocity and Recognition. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/ohio/  
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Oklahoma:  
Permitless carry but only applies to 21 and older. Castle doctrine is enacted. Provisions enacted for right to carry 
confidentiality. Partial ban on carrying in restaurants. Outright recognition of Right To Carry Reciprocity and 
Recognition. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/oklahoma/  
 
Oregon: 
Only need permit to carry handgun. No law for Castle Doctrine. Provisions enacted for confidential carry. Legal to 
carry in restaurants. No Right To Carry Reciprocity and Recognition. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/oregon/  
 
Pennsylvania: 
Only need permit to carry a handgun. Castle doctrine is enacted. Provisions enacted for right to carry confidentially. 
Legal to carry in restaurants. Conditional recognition of Right To Carry Reciprocity and Recognition. 
https://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-gun-laws/pennsylvania/  
 
Rhode Island: 
Only need a permit to carry a handgun. No law for Castle Doctrine. Provisions enacted for right to confidential carry. 
Legal to carry in restaurants. No right to Carry Reciprocity and Recognition. 
NRA-ILA | Rhode Island Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 
South Carolina: 
Only need a permit to carry a handgun. Castle Doctrine is enacted. Provisions enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Legal 
to carry in restaurants. Conditional recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition. 
NRA-ILA | South Carolina Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 
South Dakota: 
Only need a permit to carry a handgun. Castle Doctrine is enacted. Provisions enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Partial 
ban to carry in restaurants. Conditional recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition. 
NRA-ILA | South Dakota Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 
Tennessee: 
No permit to carry a handgun. Castle Doctrine is enacted. Provisions enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Partial ban to 
carry in restaurants. Outright recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition. 
NRA-ILA | Tennessee Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 
Texas: 
No permit to carry a handgun. Castle Doctrine is enacted. Provisions enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Partial ban to 
carry in restaurants. Conditional recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition. 
NRA-ILA | Texas Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
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Utah: 
Need permit to carry a handgun. Castle Doctrine is enacted. Provisions enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Legal to carry 
in restaurants. Outright recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition. 
NRA-ILA | Utah Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 
Vermont: 
No permit to carry a handgun. No law for Castle Doctrine. No Provisions enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Legal to 
carry in restaurants. Outright recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition. 
NRA-ILA | Vermont Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 
Virginia: 
Need permit to carry a handgun. No law for Castle Doctrine. Provisions enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Legal to carry 
in restaurants. Outright recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition. 
NRA-ILA | Virginia Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 
Washington: 
Need permit to carry a handgun. No law for Castle Doctrine. Provisions enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Partial Ban to 
carry in restaurants. Conditional recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition. 
NRA-ILA | Washington Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 
West Virginia: 
No permit to carry a handgun. Law enacted for Castle Doctrine. Law Enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Legal to carry in 
restaurants. Conditional recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition. 
NRA-ILA | West Virginia Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 
Wisconsin: 
Need permit to carry a handgun. Law enacted for Castle Doctrine. Provisions enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Partial 
Ban to carry in restaurants. Conditional recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition. 
NRA-ILA | Wisconsin Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 
Wyoming: 
No permit to carry a handgun. Law enacted for Castle Doctrine. Provisions enacted to Carry Confidentiality. Partial 
Ban to carry in restaurants. Conditional recognition for the right to carry reciprocity and recognition.  
NRA-ILA | Wyoming Gun Laws (nraila.org) 
 


