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GEAR WE LOVE BOOKS

HIKING WITH KIDS COLORADO: 
52 GREAT HIKES FOR FAMILIES
Author Jamie Siebrase o!ers one 
handpicked hike for every week 
of the year. To keep it as easy as 
possible on parents, the book 
includes accurate directions to 
trailheads, detailed route guidance, 
plus special bonus sections with fun, seasonal 
activities for families near the trail before and/or after 
every hike. The book also supplies plenty of tips 
for keeping kids happy, entertained, and safe from 
trailhead to summit and back. $25 | FALCON.COM
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THE NE W DOCUM ENTA RY F I LM 
TH E ALP I N IST  REMINDS US 
W H AT CL IM B ING IS  AT  HE A RT.

A  SURGE OF INDOOR CL IM BERS 
EM PH A SIZE S  THE NEED FOR 
GY M !TO !CR AG COURSE S .

IN THE STUNNING NEW BIG-SCREEN FILM 
The Alpinist, a thrill-seeking young 
climber who eats every meal before 
an adventure as if it were his last has 
viewers holding their breath as they 
watch him conquer what even the 
best mountaineers claim is nearly 
impossible. 

As the climbing world shifts to a 
more competitive nature fueled by 
breaking records and fighting to be 
the best of the best, the film reminds 
viewers exactly what true climbing 
is really about. The suspenseful and 
inspirational documentary by Peter 
Mortimer and Nick Rosen captures 
what everyday life looks like for 
professional climber Marc-André 
Leclerc whose pure love for the 
mountains trumps everything else—
even his own potential fame

Within the first 10 minutes of 
the film, Leclerc is coined a true 
“dirtbag” by fellow alpinists and 
climbers. Even Alex Honnold, the 
undisputed best free soloist in the 
world, claims that Leclerc impresses 
him. The two competed against 
each other for a speed record on 
the Grand Wall in British Columbia. 
However, Leclerc and Honnold could 
not be more di!erent. 

In the film, Leclerc is living 
simplistically out of a tent with 
his girlfriend Brette Harrington. 
The climber doesn’t own a phone 
and does not keep up with social 
media in the same way climbers like 
Honnold do. Midway through the 
film, the directors express frustration 
after Leclerc stops communicating 
with them simply to climb on his 
own. As viewers get to know Leclerc 
more, they understand this is just 
the way he is; climbing comes before 
anything else, even a documentary 
about his own life. 

The lanky Canadian athlete 
sports wild curly hair, a crooked 

GYM-TO-CRAG PROGRAMS ARE GROWING 
in popularity due to a wave of new 
rock climbers tieing-in nationwide. 
“Many more factors exist in the 
outdoors compared to the controlled 
environment of a gym,” says Matthew 
McArthur, a Montrose, Colorado,. 
based gym climber who recently 
completed one such clinic led by 
Peak Mountain Guides at Ouray’s 
annual OuRock Festival. McArthur 
was a canyoning guide for 12 years 
but didn’t gain much technical 

SENA SNOWTALK 2
Without requiring a phone/data connection, 
the Snowtalk 2 headset allows for four-way 
Bluetooth intercom conversations and seamless 
communication with other 
Sena Bluetooth-enabled 
devices with a range of up 
to 700 meters (760 yards). 
The USB-C rechargeable 
battery provides as much as 
6.5 hours of talk time with 
a full-duplex enhanced HD intercom, meaning no 
“push-to-talk” is required. $99 | SENA.COM
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smile and, at times, a dorky, look. 
Even though he is a sponsored 
athlete, Leclerc is not flashy in the 
way he dresses. His sleeping bag, 
which he shows to the camera while 
preparing to free solo Torre Egger in 
Patagonia, is patched with duct tape. 

Leclerc is an impressive athlete. 
Watching him on a wall is calming, 
jaw-dropping, and dizzying. At one 
point, he allows the crew to record 
a solo day out in the Canadian 
Rockies. Here he demonstrates 
his skill through mixed climbing—a 
combination of ice and rock 
climbing—without a rope. Tension 
builds with each move he makes. 
All viewers hear is the sound of his 
crampons against the rock and ice, 
and his controlled breathing. Leclerc 

DRYSEE BANDAGES
DrySee is a waterproof 
bandage with a liquid 
indicator. If the seal of 
the bandage is broken 
and the wound site 
gets wet, the gauze 
at the perimeter of 
the bandage or the 
center covering the 
wound site will turn 
blue, indicating it needs to be changed. Available in 
various sizes. 2x2” box of 6. $20 | DRYSEE.COM

BIG SCREEN: MARC-ANDRÉ LECLERC FINDS 
GRACE FREE SOLOING IN THE HIGH PEAKS IN 
A SCENE FROM THE ALPINIST.

TECHNOLOGY

calls this unimaginable climb “a 
really good day out.” 

The climber has a partying 
past, which he credits to his thrill-
seeking nature. However, when 
he met Harrington, he refocused 
and fell back in love with climbing. 
Harrington expresses concern for 
Leclerc within the film. As Leclerc 
pushes himself more, the risk of 
death is always nearby. But as 
the famous Austrian mountaineer 
Reinhold Messner once said, “If 
death was not a possibility, coming 
out would be nothing.”

 —Zoe Schacht


