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head” column, I wasn’t ex-
actly sure what I’d be writ-

ing about. Fly fishing has evolved into 
a sport with such fuzzy boundaries that 
it’s hard to de)ne what it is or isn’t. Ask a 
Californian Euro nymphing on the upper 
Sacramento, and you’ll likely get a di*er-
ent response than from a European )sh-
ing dries on a French chalk stream. What 
constitutes +y-)shing gear is subject to a 
lot of personal interpretation. And there 
are many anglers out there exploring new 
ways of +y )shing who are bound to add 
to the sport’s nebulosity. 
 Fortunately, this suits me just )ne. 
I’ve never been particularly comfortable 
with boundaries. As an engineer once 
said to me in a somewhat frustrated tone, 
“Once in a while it would be nice if you 
thought inside the box.” So without fur-
ther ado, here are some pieces of “+y-)sh-
ing gear” for you to consider.

Eyeball Enhancers

 I used to tease friends whose eyesight 
was only average. Blessed with 20:10 vi-
sion, I had no di,culty tying on ridic-
ulously small +ies or seeing )sh in low 
light. -en I hit 55, and my “X-ray” vi-
sion took a dive. Getting a wisp of tippet 
through the eye of a size 16 +y involved a 
lot of squinting and stabbing. 
-ere was also a noticeable 
reduction in low-light acui-
ty, which meant )shing very 
early or very late in the day 
became more challenging. 
I’m sure this situation is all 
too familiar to many read-
ers. Reading glasses helped 
me deal with skinny tippets 
and malnourished +ies, but 
seeing )sh in low light con-
tinued to be a bother. 
 Apparently, once we hit 
40, the photoreceptor cells 
in our retinas start to be-
come less sensitive, and this 
process continues with age. 
I put on my reading glass-
es (following the obligato-

ry )ve-minute search to )nd them) and 
dug into a bunch of research on vision. 
It didn’t take too long to come across an 
interesting paper from University Col-
lege London that described how shining 
deep red light (with a wavelength of 670 
nanometers) into your eyes for three min-
utes a day results in measurable improve-
ments in vision for folks over 40. The 
improvement for color vision was par-
ticularly impressive, with color contrast 
increasing by an average of 20 percent 
and up to 47 percent in one individual. 
 According to researchers, these im-
provements are due to enhancement of 
the mitochondria in retinal cells. Mito-
chondria are tiny structures inside every 
cell that act like powerhouses, generating 
a molecule (ATP) that our cells use as 
fuel. It turns out this mitochondrial en-
hancement is due to something many +y 
)shers are quite familiar with — surface 
tension. -at’s right, the thing that makes 
it di,cult for nymphs to break through 
the surface )lm and become adult +ies 
also a*ects the e,ciency of our retinas.
 Mitochondria produce ATP using 
an enzyme that spins at the dizzying rate 
of 9,000 revolutions per minute. To put 
that into perspective, 9,000 revs is just 
shy of an Indy car engine at full scream. 
According to some very cool research 

from the University of Ulm in 
Germany, deep red light reduces 
the surface tension of water inside 
the mitochondria, enabling the 
enzyme to spin more easily and 
thereby produce more ATP. 
 I have been using a deep red 
light therapy lamp on my eyes for 
about three months. While they 
say you can look directly into the 
light, I found this uncomfortable 
and simply shut my eyes for the 
three-minute sessions. Accord-
ing to the researchers, this is )ne, 
because deep red light passes 
through the eyelids. While I don’t 
have the equipment to measure 
improvements in my vision, I have 
noticed a change in sensitivity to 
color in low light. Greens and yel-
lows became a bit brighter, while 
shadows are a bit crisper. It’s sim-
ilar to the e*ect of putting on po-
larizing sunglasses, though (in my 
case) not quite so profound. 

While these devices are generally ac-
cepted as safe for home use, check with 
your doctor or ophthalmologist if you 
have any concerns or if you are on drugs 
such as Retin A, tetracycline, and others 
that can make skin sensitive to light. 

-ere are a lot of red-light devices on 
the market, most of which 
are designed to promote 
wound healing and skin 
health. Many provide a ma-
trix of LEDs that produce 
deep red light and near in-
frared light, both of which 
are safe if used in accor-
dance with the manufac-
turer’s recommendations. 
You can pay top dollar for 
a full-body panel that treats 
your entire body or spend 
less than f ifty bucks on a 
simple hand-held lamp. I 
have a Hooga HG 24 lamp 
that cost $38 and can be 
held by hand or screwed 
into a regular desk-top light 
stand. 

 One )nal note. I’d suggest you use 
the light in the morning. As I discovered 
the hard way, exposure to bright red light 
in the evening screws up your melatonin 
levels. It took me over two hours to get to 
sleep that night. 

Cuts and Bites

 Many +y )shers take trips to remote 
or far-o* locations, either as an adven-
turous break from the routines of life 
or to check o* an item on their bucket 
list. Most of the time, these trips go by 
without too much hassle. Lost luggage, 
broken rods, or minor digestive ailments 
are the most likely dilemmas. Cuts and 
insect bites are also par for the course. 
 More often than not, cuts and bites 
heal without trouble, especially if you 
make a conscious effort to keep them 
clean and dry. But +y )shing by its very 
nature involves contact with water, 
whether it’s from releasing )sh, wet wad-
ing, or falling in. In hot weather, you can 
add sweat to the list. If the bite or cut gets 
wet, you may get an infection. I vividly 
recall a former coworker who developed 
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Christmas will be over, mak-
ing it likely that your wallet has 

shrunk while your waistline has done the 
opposite. But perhaps a nice little enve-
lope from Mom or Aunt Gladys, or, for 
the grownups in California Fly Fisher ’s 
readership, an end-of-the-year dividend 
or capital-gains distribution, has provid-
ed you with a few surprise bucks. Sum-
mon up, then, some New Year’s cheer: the 
-y-.shing industry can satisfy your needs 
and desires with all sorts of new toys.

Staying Dry
How about some new waders or 

wading boots? Patagonia has improved 
their aluminum-grid-soled wading boot 
for 2015. /e new Foot Tractor’s sticky 
rubber lugged sole with multidirectional 
gripping aluminum bars has been recon-
.gured for increased traction, and the up-
pers are lighter, with improved drainage, 
more comfort, and more durability. Ev-
erybody I know who tried the old version 
likes them a lot. /e new ones are $279.

Orvis’s new entry-level Encounter 
waders are notable not simply for being 
reasonably priced and having features 
generally found on more expensive wad-
ers, but also for having women’s and kids’ 
models. Made from a four-ply laminate 
with the same fit and sizing as Orvis’s 
Silver Sonic waders, Encounters come 
with a wading belt, have a kangaroo-style 
handwarmer pocket behind a mesh chest 
storage pocket, and convert easily to 
waist-highs. /ey’re $169 for men’s and 
women’s stockingfoots, $139 for kids’ 
stockingfoots, and $259 for men’s /in-
sulate-lined, felt-soled, boot-foot waders. 
Not surprisingly, Orvis has added En-
counter wading boots for women to their 
o0erings: $98 with felt soles, $119 with 
sticky rubber.

Adamsbuilt has a couple of good-  
looking new wading boots in their 
Smith River and Gunnison River o0er-
ings. Both are of synthetic leather with 
polymesh uppers for support and durabil-
ity. Heels and toe boxes are reinforced and 
rubberized for added protection, there’s a 

padded insole for comfort, and the web 
lacing system makes for easy on-o0. /e 
Smith River boot has a felt sole with stud 
receptacles at $109.95, and the Gunnison 
River boot has a sticky rubber sole with 
stud receptacles for $129.95.

Chota Outdoors’s innovative new 
DUCS Suspender System, available on 
their Bob Clouser Series South Fork wad-
ers, fastens the shoulder straps primarily 
at waist level and only secondarily at the 
top of the wader. Unclip the buckles at the 
top of the wader, and you can roll them 
down to make waist-highs. Unclip the 
waist-level buckles next, and you can drop 
the waders low enough to answer nature’s 
call without removing your vest or wading 
jacket — a neat idea. /ey’re $279.95.

Simms has continued to upgrade 
their top-of-the-line wading jacket. /e 
company modestly bills their new G4 
Pro model as “the baddest, most weath-
erproof jacket the world has ever seen.” 
/e updated Gore-Tex shell fabric results 
in a garment that’s 15 percent lighter than 
previous versions while increasing abra-
sion resistance and tear strength. /ere 
are nine storage pockets, including -y-
box-sized bellows and zippered chest 
pockets, two tippet pockets, an on-sleeve 
stash, internal woven stretch storage, and 
one large back compartment. A highly 
water-resistant Dry Cuff system keeps 
inner sleeves dry. I suspect the G4 Pro 
is every bit as good as Simms says and 
worth the $549.95 price for folks who .sh 
in the worst weather. Fair-weather angler 
that I am, I won’t be testing how much 
more weatherproof it is than other jack-
ets. When things get really miserable, the 
.shing mostly does, too, and I head back 
to camp.

The Eddie Bauer brand used to be 
synonymous with high-quality outdoor 
gear. Over the past 40 years, however, the 
company, like its East Coast equivalent, 
Abercrombie and Fitch, morphed into a 
trendy mass-market sportswear out.t. For 
those of us who used the company’s sleep-
ing bags and down jackets or bought rods 
and other f ishing, hunting, and camp-
ing gear from them, it was a sad decline. 

Recently, EB has made an attempt to go 
back to its roots with a Sport Shop di-
vision that o0ers EB-branded premium 
hunting, .shing, and shooting soft goods. 
For the angler, this amounts to a collec-
tion of decent-looking angling shirts and 
pants, a boat bag, lumbar and chest packs, 
and a couple of waterproof/breathable 
wading jackets. /e Immersion jacket at 
$299 looks like a winner. It’s a full-fea-
tured garment with zippered self-drain-
ing chest pockets, interior mesh pockets, 
neoprene cu0 gaskets, and an adjustable 
fold-away hood. /e Harbor Rain shell is 
a minimalist packable model at $199 and 
is also available in a tall version at $219 
for the long-waisted among us. And since 
EB can’t seem to get entirely away from 
the mass-market mentality, their top-line 
stu0 goes on sale now and then. I’m bet-

ting that’s the case for the post-Christmas 
season. Worth a look. 

Staying Warm
/is next paragraph isn’t about a new 

product, though it will lead into that. 
Consider it a shout-out for something re-
ally good and widely available. /e most 
useful garment I’ve bought over the past 
decade is a lightweight nylon pullover in-
sulated with PrimaLoft, a synthetic that 
retains most of its warmth even when wet. 
Patagonia was the innovator here, and its 
Nano Pu0 (now $169) was a lightweight, 
quilted nylon shell with 60-gram Pri-
maLoft insulation. It slid on and o0 faster 
than a hooker’s shorts, packed down to 
the size of a grapefruit, though a quarter 
as heavy, was warm, but not too warm, 
as an outer garment, even when wet, and 
was even warmer when layered under 
something like a wading jacket. It’s an 
invaluable part of my kit just about any-
where. Patagonia also has a Nano Puff 
zip-front vest ($149), jacket ($199), and 
hoody ($249) that are just as neat. A cou-
ple of years ago, L. L. Bean came up with 
their own version that they now call the 
PrimaLoft Packaway Pullover. Not as 
nicely .tted as the Nano Pu0s or available 
in those cool Patagonia colors, they were 
just as functional and were o0ered in tall 
sizes, as well as regular sizes. Bean has 
since discontinued the pullover in favor 
of Packaway jackets and hoodies at a very 
reasonable $99 to $129. Simms now also 
makes a nice-looking PrimaLoft insulat-
ed jacket and vest called Fall Run at $149 
and $199. From where I sit, one of these 
should be in every angler’s traveling kit. 

But that’s old news. For 2015, Pata-
gonia has come up with a couple of no-
table additions to its Nano lineup. Nano 
Puff pants ($179) combine quilted Pri-
maLoft in front and legs with 3.4-ounce 
nylon Taslan reinforcement in the seat. 
They’ve got a button closure, a stretch 
waist with belt loops and front zipper, 
two front pockets, and a rear secure 
zipper-closure pocket. I’ve not yet tried 
them, but I’m guessing they’ll ultimately 
replace the -eece versions I use in cold 
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THE INTERNATIONAL FLY TACKLE
Dealer Show finished up in mid-
July this year, and as usual, the in-

dustry’s manufacturers had a lot of new
gear to show off. As near as I can tell —
and I admit that I stayed far away from the
show in Orlando’s gooey summer heat —
nothing particularly earthshaking sur-
faced, though there were the usual “incre-
mentally better”new products. Let’s take a
look at the new fly rods.

Sage has another attractive line of
rods priced in the high-medium price
range for 2015. Accel models — the name
has resonances with both “excel” and “ac-
celerate” — are emerald green with dark-
green wraps and black accents. They won
Best Freshwater Rod at the July dealer
show. There are 17 single-handed Accels,
all four-piece rods, at $595 in the usual 8-
foot 6-inch to 10-foot lengths for line
weights 3 through 9, and one cute little 7-
foot 6-inch 3-weight. Three 11-foot 4-
inch switch rods at $695 and four 12-foot
6-inch to 13-foot 6-inch Spey rods at
$750 for 6-weight through 8-weight lines
complete the Accel lineup.The 590-4 that
I cast was medium fast, with a nice feel in
hand, tracking cleanly and easily forming
tight or open loops. All Accels come in a
green ballistic nylon tube with carrying
strap, rather than an aluminum tube.
That’s not only more than adequate, but
the carrying strap keeps the tube from
rolling around. Rod components and cos-
metics were all the usual excellent Sage
quality, with the exception of the grip,
which had been bleached, masking nu-
merous filled voids. Still, with high-quali-
ty cork running well over a dollar a ring,
it’s no surprise to get lesser, but acceptable
quality on a midrange rod.

Among other midrange rods, Tim
Rajeff ’s Echo has shuffled its lineup a bit.
New, lighter, and quicker Boost models re-
place the Echo Edge series and are intend-
ed to compete with TFO’s BVK line.
There are 12 Boost models, at $229.99 for
freshwater rods and $249.99 for saltwater
models. Blanks have a matte-black finish
with red (freshwater) or blue (saltwater)

wraps, Wells grips with composite corks at
the top, and black, all-metal uplocking reel
seats. Also, at the beginner end of the price
range, there are new Echo Base models,
four 9-footers for line weights 4, 5, 6, and
8 at $89.99 to $99.99 — nothing fancy,
but at those impressively low prices, you
wouldn’t expect it.

For the retro double-hander crowd,
Echo has also introduced a series of fiber-
glass switch and Spey rods to go with their
shorter single-handed models. New 10-
foot 6-inch to 10-foot 10-inch rods for 3-
weight through 7-weight switch lines are
$279.99, and 12-foot 4-inch to 12-foot 7-
inch rods for 6-weight through 8-weight
Spey lines are $299.99. They are built on
butterscotch-colored blanks with cork-in-
sert uplocking reel seats on all but the 8-
weight, which has a downlocking seat.
One fellow who’d tried them described
them as “Skagit monsters.”

And speaking of glass, TFO has
added two new fiberglass rods to their Fi-
nesse series, a three-piece 7-foot 3/4-weight
and a 7-foot 6-inch 5/6-weight. Both are
nicely appointed and run a mere $199.95.

On the big-rod front,TFO has added
9-foot four-piece 10-weight and 12-
weight “predator rods.” They’re priced at
$319.95 and designed to cast big, bushy
flies for aggressive freshwater and saltwa-
ter fish. Named Esox for the musky fami-
ly’s taxonomic title, they have an extended
grip that looks like a Wells grip on top of a
second Wells grip and an IFGA-compli-
ant two-inch-long fighting butt. Both are
designed to let you cast two-handed, if you
can’t get the mop you’re casting out of the
water or out past your rod tip, and to en-
able you to do figure-eight moves with the
rod to elicit strikes when the fly is near the
boat.The cork on the rods I saw looked to
be a composite, rather than the usual
smooth “specie” cork. Esox rods are a
nonglare brown with TFO’s proprietary
TiCr coating for durability.

LAST YEAR, Redington introduced the
first really good synthetic handle ma-

terial in their Vapen series of fast-action

graphite rods. The polymer Power Grip
was developed in collaboration with the
golf-club-grip company Winn Grips. It
had great feel and texture, didn’t slip when
wet, cleaned quickly, and was easy on the
hand muscles. But it was red (for RED-
ington, one imagines) and while it was
functionally great, lots of us found the red
color a bit outré. This year, Redington has
come up with a Vapen Black series of rods
with black Power Grip handles, and those
among us who shun bright colors can take
the rods more seriously. The black Power
Grip models are available on the same
models as the Vapen Red (9-foot four-
piece rods for line weights 4 through 12),
at the same $349.95 price.

Adamsbuilt Fishing, of Fallon, Neva-
da, which entered the fly-fishing market
with a strong showing in 2012, has up-
graded its highest-quality combination
rod/reel/line outfit. The new GVH com-
bo, at $299.95, has an improved, progres-
sive-action graphite 9-foot 5-weight four-
piece model,matched with a machined 6061
T-6 aluminum fly reel that’s been loaded
with a weight-forward 5-weight floating
line and backing. It all comes packaged in
a ballistic-nylon-covered rod-and-reel tube.

When Hardy was purchased a year or
so ago by Pure Fishing, the company that
already owned Berkley, Fenwick, Abu
Garcia, and Trilene, Hardy devotees won-
dered what would become of their treas-
ured brand. Well, for starters, they’ve in-
troduced a lower-priced Sintrix rod line.
(The Sintrix name refers to the company’s
proprietary and highly durable fiber-resin
combination.) Hardy’s earlier Sintrix Pro
Axis rods were light, fast, strong, and got
universally good reviews from scores of
critical anglers on both sides of the At-
lantic. But they were expensive ($689 to
$699 for single-handed models), and that
limited sales a bit. The new Sintrix Jet se-
ries comes in at $445 to $495 in all the
usual lengths and line weights.

IGUESS I WAS PRESCIENT when I sug-
gested, in July/August’s “Gearhead,”

that there might be something of value in

shorter fly rods, because Orvis and G.
Loomis just added sub-9-foot models to
their lineups.

G. Loomis Pro4x Shortstix are that
company’s major new fly rod launch this
year. These 7-foot 6-inch three-piece
heavy-line models for 9-weight through
12-weight fly lines are said to be “quick-
loading and dramatically easier to cast.”
The company tells us that the rods are
keyed to the demands of Northeast striper
and bluefish anglers, but notes that Short-
stix also should be great for roosterfish, big
snook, tarpon, pike, golden dorados,
muskies, and peacock bass. And if you
wonder where you should fish them, you’ll
learn that they’re meant for “shallow wad-
ing, casting from the jetties or from a boat.”
That covers both the aquarium and the
waterfront.What I think it boils down to is
a series of fast, beefy little rods that are ca-
pable of delivering surprisingly large flies in
tight quarters where back casts are tough,
also giving the angler a short-rod leverage
advantage over muscular fish. They’re
modestly priced, too, from $400 to $425.

Orvis’s short rods are part of the com-
pany’s new Recon lineup, which replaces
the Access series (there’ll be a quiz on this,
so pay attention). Like G. Loomis’s Short-
stix, as well as Sage’s Bass II and TFO’s
Mini Mag models, short Recons are in-
tended primarily for saltwater or heavy
freshwater use. The 7-foot 11-inch 4-
piece Recons, for lines 8-weight through
10-weight, are modestly priced at $425. In
addition to the 7-foot 11-inch Recons,
there are saltwater Recons at 8 feet 6 inch-
es, 9 feet 10 inches, and 10 feet for line
weights from 6 through 10.

In addition to the saltwater models,
Orvis has eight four-piece freshwater Recons
for line weights 3 through 6, including an
8-foot 4-inch 3-weight and a 10-foot 5-
weight. Again, they’re $425. Recons are all
made at Orvis’s Manchester, Vermont, rod
shop, using nice components and cosmet-
ics, plus an innovative ferrule design.

Orvis has also joined Hardy, G.
Loomis, and Echo in the one-piece salt-
water rod club.The company’s new Helios
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GET INFECTED. THIS CAN BE IMPORTANT WHEN 

FISHING IN LOCATIONS WHERE HEALTHCARE MAY 

BE LIMITED OR NONEXISTENT.
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a suppurating golf-ball-sized volcano on 
his leg from an infected spider bite. 
 -ere’s also a chance the water you 
are )shing contains high levels of bacte-
ria, increasing the risk of infection. Even 
seemingly clean places can have high 
counts. As a lowly lab tech, I was paid to 
collect and analyze water samples from 
fresh, brackish, and marine environments 
up and down the central coast. Fecal co-
liform bacteria showed up in a lot of pic-
turesque, natural places, and runo* from 
a rain event would frequently send the 
numbers soaring. 
 Given the above, covering a bite or 
cut with a regular bandage may not be 
the best solution. -ankfully, most su-
permarkets and pharmacies sell water-
proof bandages, which can help ensure 
you don’t get a bad case of cooties on that 
trip of a lifetime. Even better than reg-
ular waterproof bandages are those that 
have a wetness indicator. -ese let you 
know if water has gotten past the water-
proof barrier, which enables you to quick-
ly clean, dry, and redress the site before 
bacteria can start an infection.
 I got a small pack of waterproof 
bandages from Dry See that feature an 
indicator that turns blue when it gets 
wet. Originally designed for postsurgi-
cal wound care, these dressings are now 
available to the public. I placed one on my 
upper arm to see how it handled the abuse 
of actual )shing. -e bandage remained 
secure and dry despite six hours of hard 
)shing in the surf and a hot shower. Ac-

cording to the manufacturer, these ban-
dages can be worn for up to three days, as 
long as the wound stays dry. At $40 for a 
pack of 25 bandages, they aren’t exactly 
cheap, but that’s peanuts when you con-
sider how much it costs to go on a buck-
et list trip and the likely discomfort and 
cost of getting treatment if you do get an
infection. 

Air-Conditioned Waders

 Waders made from breathable fab-
rics such as Gore-Tex have made )shing 
a lot more pleasurable, especially on hot 
days when we are sweating. -ese fab-
rics allow water vapor to move from the 
inside of the waders to the outside via a 
passive process called di*usion. In most 
normal f ishing situations, this works 
great. But as with everything else in the 
real world, there are limits. If you are per-
spiring heavily or the air outside is partic-
ularly humid, the fabric may not be able 
to move enough water vapor to keep you 
from getting rather sticky. 
 In such circumstances, the obvious 
solution is to get out of the waders and 
do some good ol’ wet wading. But what 
if the circumstances make you reluctant 
to remove your waders? Consider the 
poor angler sitting in a +oat tube. -e day 
started cool, but has turned warm and 
muggy. As luck would have it, the )shing 
has picked up, and trout are rising all over 
the place. -e angler knows it’s going to 
take almost an hour to paddle back to 
shore, get out of the waders, and pad-

dle back out again. -ere’s a risk the bite 
might shut down while the angler is dis-
robing. Paddling uncomfortably around 
in a bag of sweat seems like a better op-
tion than missing the bite. 
 Folding the wader top down so that 
your thorax perspires directly into the at-
mosphere is a good )rst step. If you are 
lucky, that may be enough. But some-
times it isn’t. During an uncomfortable 
session last year, I decided it was time 
to do some thinking. Is there a way to 
force fresh air past the wader belt and 
create a pressure gradient that will dis-
place and exhaust the accumulated moist 
air? In other words, can you provide your 
wader-swaddled bum and legs with an 
air-conditioning system?
 A quick +ip through a )shing cata-
log provided the answer. Marine Metals 
produces a lightweight aquarium aera-
tor called Baby Bubbles that is smaller 
than a pack of cards and runs quietly on 
two AA batteries. At under eight bucks, 
it’s cheaper than four Woolly Buggers or 
a new leader. Clip the bubbler to your 
waders or hang it on a cord around your 
neck, whichever is more convenient. You 
aerate your lower half by sliding the aer-
ator tube (minus the bubbler stone) down 
past your wader belt. -is is easier to do 
when you are getting into the waders, be-
fore you settle down into the +oat tube. 
-e unit doesn’t produce a lot of air, so 
don’t expect things to feel like your car 
AC on the max setting. -e gentle stream 
of fresh air helps to keep you feeling less 

“tropical” downstairs. I )nd it’s best to 
turn the unit on as soon as you start to 
get warm. You can get portable aerators 
with a higher output, though they require 
heavier D-cell batteries and make a bit 
more noise. Another option is to use two 
Baby Bubbles units, with the tubes run-
ning down the top of each leg.

Cheap Jewelry

 Lots of folks swear by tippet rings. 
Strong, but weighing next to nothing, 
these tiny steel donuts make changing 
tippets quick and easy. -ey’re also great 
at extending the life of leaders. With no 
need to sacri)ce a few inches with every 
tippet change, a leader can easily last a 
couple of seasons. 
 But as I found out last fall, not all 
tippet rings are created equal. For some 
reason, the Ziploc baggie that contained 
my stash of rings went missing. I natural-
ly assumed poltergeist activity. My wife 
suggested it was more likely to be hidden 
in one of the woodrat nests of gear that 
add so much charm to our home. With a 
lake )shing trip just 10 days away, I de-
cided to buy a pack of 2-millimeter rings 
online. Unfortunately, I didn’t pay much 
attention to the manufacturer. Once they 
arrived, I set about knotting one onto a 
leader. -e )rst knot failed, which, let’s 
be honest, happens sometimes. -e sec-
ond knot also failed. Perhaps the leader 
was to blame? I grabbed a spool of fresh 
tippet and carefully knotted it onto the 
ring. Just like before, the knot parted 
long before it was fully cinched. Some-
thing was clearly wrong, and it wasn’t my 
knot-tying skills or the mono)lament. 
 I placed the ring under a 100-pow-
er microscope. With some careful posi-
tioning, the problem became glaringly 
obvious. Instead of being smooth and 
curved, the inside surface resembled a 
metal-working )le. No wonder the knots 
had failed so quickly. From what I under-
stand, tippet rings are a product of the 
jewelry trade. It’s possible that a smooth 
internal surface may not be super im-
portant, especially in the budget jewelry 
market. I don’t know if this is a common 
problem, but it probably makes sense to 
buy tippet rings from reputable compa-
nies such as Scienti)c Anglers, Orvis, or 
RIO. 
 I have no doubt +y )shing will con-
tinue to evolve, presenting new challeng-
es for those of us who prefer to throw 
+ies. In the future, who knows what Cal-
ifornia anglers will be using on the Sac or 
French anglers on the Risle? One thing 
seems certain. “Fly )shing” will likely be 
the same and quite di*erent.

A BATTERY POWERED LIVE-BAIT AERATOR PROVIDES A GENTLE STREAM OF FRESH AIR THAT CAN KEEP YOU COMFORTABLE IN WADERS 

WHEN THE WEATHER GETS HOT AND MUGGY. 


