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The Guardian of Oklahoma
On June 7, 2002, The Guardian was placed on the top of the 
Oklahoma State Capitol building dome after a journey that 
was a long overdue. Created by internationally recognized 
artist Enoch Kelly Haney, the sculpture stands seventeen 
feet tall (22 feet 9 inches, lance included) and weighs 5,980 
pounds. 

The Guardian isn’t Haney’s first contribution to the State 
Capitol or his only part in celebrating Native American 
heritage. He has created several paintings honoring 
Oklahoma’s American Indian heritage that decorate other 
parts of the Capitol, and he served more than 20 years in the 
Oklahoma House of Representatives and in the Oklahoma 
State Senate. In 1975, Haney was designated as the Master 
Artist of the Five Civilized Tribes. He is of full blood Seminole 
and Creek Indian descent. Since his creation of The Guardian, 
he himself 
has become 
Principal Chief 
of the Seminole 
Tribe. 

The statue’s 
journey began 
when the 
long-awaited 
dome was 
commissioned 
for the state 
house. Something was needed to top the new dome, so the 
State Capitol Preservation Commission accepted statue entry 
ideas that were identified by number only. The sculpture 
was to be a Native American male, not depicting a specific 

tribe or individual. It needed to reflect strength, boldness 
and simplicity of design while remaining visually interesting 
from all directions. Because of religious significance, state 
tribes also requested that the statue face east. In Native 
American religions, prayers face east, because east is the 
direction of the rising sun. However, the original design of 
the State Capitol needed the statue to face south, so that those 
approaching the building would see the sculpture face-on. 

Haney’s entry solved the problem. The Guardian’s feet are 
positioned east, but his head is turned facing the south. The 
statue’s features are representative of all Native American 
cultures, but do not stand out as generic or stereotypical. A 
young man of Choctaw descent posed for the sculpture, but 

Haney used his own children and grandchildren as models 
as he added details such as the eyes, nose, mouth and hands.  
The Guardian’s dress consists of buckskin, mussel shells and 
wood, materials that would have been available centuries ago.
The Guardian was cast in 50 sections, and it took ten months 
to create. The statue cost a total of $300,000, but Haney waved 
the $50,000 commission fee. He wanted The Guardian to be a 
gift from him and his family to the state of Oklahoma.

Haney with assembled statue

Haney and son, John, age 12, working

Photos courtesy Malia K. Bennett, 2001
Oklahoma Senate Communications Director
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The statue depicts a male Native American holding a lance. 
As the artist described it, the lance is pointed down “actually 
piercing his leggings and then the earth he stands on. It is 
a way of showing that he is standing his ground. He will 

defend those things he values and believes to the end and 
will not be moved by anyone or anything.” 

The Guardian represents the diversity of Oklahoma’s 
population 
while 
serving as 
a reminder 
of resolve in 
the face of 
adversity. 
At the 
dedication 
ceremony, 
Haney 
said The 
Guardian 
signifies the 
thousands 
of Native Americans who were forced from their 
home on the Trail of Tears and the people who 
persevered through the devastating Dust Bowl. 
It also signifies Oklahomans’ ability to overcome 
catastrophes such as the May 1999 tornado and the 
bombing of the Murrah Building. 

On Statehood Day, November 16, 2002, The 
Guardian was dedicated. Five years later for the 
Centennial Celebration, the statue still stands guard 
atop the Capitol building. It continues to represent 
both Native American culture and Oklahoma, 
as then-governor Frank Keating put it: “tough, 
independent, heroic and courageous.” 

Activities:
1.) A symbol is something that brings to mind an idea 

or concept.  Identify examples of symbols you see in 

your classroom. How is The Guardian symbolic of 

Oklahoma’s history? 

2.) Why does The Guardian stand the way he does? 

What significance does his stance have for Native 

Americans?

Staff photo by Paul B. Southerland, The Oklahoman

Staff photo by Hugh Scott, The Oklahoman
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Native American Legends: 
Oral to Written 
Native Americans did not have a written language; they 

used what is called “Oral Tradition.”  History of the family, 

the village, the nations and world was passed down for 

many generations through storytelling.  The elders were well 

respected and were usually the storytellers. 

From a very early age children learned the old stories.  There 

were also many fables. These tales were a special treat, and 

many were about a race of tiny people that lived beneath the 

earth and were very powerful.  There were also tales about 

monster mosquitoes, tricksters, stone giants, witches and 

numerous other characters.  Many of these tales are a lot like 

the common fairy tales of current times.  The legends almost 

always had a lesson or warning.  Some stories were so long it 

took a day to tell it all, while some were extremely short.

During the long winter months when the men were busy 

with hunting and the women with cooking and such, the 

elders would keep the children busy with games, songs and 

stories.  Everyone loves to listen to stories, and many tribes 

only told them in the winter.  They were afraid that if they 

told them during the other seasons, everyone and everything 

would stop to listen.  The birds would forget to fly and all 

other animals would stop storing food for the winter.  

Now many of the legends have been written down and are 

published in collective books or storybooks.  

THE FORGOTTEN EAR OF CORN
An Arikara woman was once gathering corn from the field 

to store away for winter use.  She passed from stalk to stalk, 

tearing off the ears and dropping them into her folded robe.  

When all was gathered she started to go, when she heard a 

faint voice, like a child’s, weeping and calling:   

 “Oh, do not leave me! Do not go away without me.”

 The woman was astonished.  “What child can   

 that be?” she asked herself.  “What babe can be lost  

 in the cornfield?”

She set down her robe in which she had tied up    

her corn, and went back to search; but she found   

nothing.

As she started to leave she heard the voice again:

 “Oh, do not leave me.  Do not go away without me.”

She searched for a long time. At last in the corner of the field, 

hidden under the leaves of the stalks, she found one little 

ear of corn. This it what had been crying, and this is why all 

Indian women have since garnered their crop very carefully, 

so that not even the smallest amount of succulent food is 

neglected or wasted. 

Activity:
Think about something that has happened to you and has 

taught you a lesson.  Write a short story to pass that lesson

on to someone else.  Have a friend read your story and see if 

they understand the lesson.



�

Native American Legends: 
Oral to Written 

Choovee, The Water Thief
One day Choovee the rabbit woke up to the sound of loud 

noises. He peeked out of his burrow and saw that all the 

animals were digging a well because of the severe drought.  

When he was asked to help, he announced he did not like 

to get dirty. After the animals heard rabbit’s lame excuse, he 

was told that if he would not help, they would not share any 

of the water. Rabbit laughed out loud and bounded away, 

saying rabbit’s did not need water.

The animals continued digging, and soon the water came 

gushing up from the underground stream. All the animals 

lined up to get a drink. Rabbit Choovee, ran to the front of the 

line. Rabbit was reminded that he did not help, so he could 

not have any water. Rabbit laughed out loud and again stated 

that rabbit’s did not need water, and he danced off into the 

brush. As the days went by, rabbit did not even look thirsty. 

This aroused the suspicion among the animals, so they 

decided to see what he was up to. That night the animals all 

hid out by the well, and in the light of the moon rabbit came 

sneaking down to the well, carrying a big gourd dipper. He 

dipped it into the well and took a big swig of the cool water. 

He then leaped into the well and splashed about. When the 

animals saw this, they knew that something had to be done 

to punish Choovee, the water thief. 

The next night the animals laid a trap. They made a creature of 

sticky honey and gum and they sat it by the well. It worked! 

Rabbit was captured after his paw stuck to the strange looking 

creature when he hit it. All the animals emerged from their 

hiding place. One suggested that they punish Rabbit by 

throwing him into a great big cooking pot and make him into 

rabbit stew. Rabbit laughed and stated boiling water would 

only make his coat cleaner. Rabbit pleaded that they not throw 

him into the sticker bushes because the stickers would rip him 

to pieces. All the animals were so bent on punishing rabbit 

they forgot that rabbit’s actually lived in sticker bushes. When 

they flung him into the nearby sticker bushes, he landed on 

the other side and got away. 

      Will Hill,  

      Traditional Muscogee Storyteller

 
Note: Story is copy written and all rights are reserved. Will Hill gives limited permission for this 
publication only to Red Earth. Permission is not given to another entity, or for storage purposes of any 
kind. In addition, all credits must be given to Will Hill as Author.

Activities: 
1.) Ask an older person to tell you a story from their 

childhood.  Write the story in your own words.

2.) In groups, tell stories that you have heard in your  

 family.  Have your partner or other group members 

write the story out in their own words.  Why it is 

important to keep passing these stories down? 
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Food Frenzy 

Many people know the story of 

how Squanto taught the Pilgrims 

to gather wild food and plant corn.  

This is just one example of  how 

Native Americans contributed to 

food and agriculture. Beginning 

in 1856, the Five Civilized Tribes 

began to form Oklahoma territory’s 

land. Native Americans found Oklahoma to 

have fertile land that could be used as an agricultural 

resource. Their achievements laid the foundation for 

what was grown on the land from even before the 

beginning of statehood through our first 100 years.  

CROP	 	 	 		COUNTIES
Corn	 	 Texas,	Cimarron,	Beaver,	McCurtain,
	 	 Sequoyah,	Ellis,	Major,	Comanche,	Muskogee
Fruits	 	 Adair,	Wagoner,	Garvin
Pecans	 	 Okmulgee,	Tulsa,	Ottawa
Soybeans		 Kay,	Wagoner,	Grant,	Muskogee,	Noble,	LaFlore,			
	 	 Ottawa
Vegetables	 Haskill,	Caddo,	Custer
Wheat	 	 Grant,	Garfield,	Alfalfa,	Texas,	Kiowa,	Woods,	Kay,		
	 	 Kingfisher,	Custer,	Washita,	Jackson,	Canadian

Activity:
Using the key, color the counties where each crop is grown. 
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Food Frenzy
Do you ever wonder how Native Americans were successful 

in agriculture?  By learning about today’s seed methods 

and comparing these methods with the past, we can fully 

understand the Native Americans’ achievements.  Today, we 

have three types of seeds.

1) First Generation Hybrids – Hand-pollinated and often sold 

from national seed companies.  

2) Bioengineered Seeds – Created from changing the DNA of 

plants.  

3) Heirloom Seeds – Open-pollinated and passed from 

generation to generation and are able to reproduce as 

themselves.  

Native Americans used these last types of seeds, heirloom 

seeds, as did other rural groups such as the Amish and 

Mennonite, to successfully cultivate crops as well as preserve 

cultural heritage.  Heirloom seeds were passed from 

generation to generation.  In heirloom gardening, a variety of 

plants are grown and each plant is resistant to different pests 

and diseases so the risk of destroying entire crops is reduced. 

Often, hybridized plants result in one disease destroying an 

entire crop.  Some unique features of heirloom crops are a 

richer flavor and a variety of each type of fruit or vegetable.  

Heirloom crops often have different coloring and creative 

names.  Here are some examples:

We encourage you to look for some different ways to taste the 

past!  Here are some suggested activities:

• Pick one Oklahoma tribe and learn about its history 

and sustainability methods in Oklahoma.

• Go to a farmer’s market and find a stand with heirloom 

fruits and vegetables.  Interview the grower to find out 

more about the history of that particular food.

Cherokee Purple TomatoesCherokee Trail of Tears Pole Beans Baby Fingers Corn

Activities: 
•     Learn about the different types of pollination.  Study 

historical events such as the Irish Potato Famine and 

learn about the commercial seed industry to analyze 

the benefits of different methods. 

Do a growing activity in your classroom. Visit Native Seeds at 

www.nativeseeds.org or Seed Savers Exchange at 

www.seedsavers.org and learn about different heirloom crops.

Photos copyright of Seedsavers Exchange, Decaruh, Iowa

Moon & Stars Cherokee Watermelon
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Food Frenzy
Thanksgiving: More than 

Pilgrims and Pumpkin Pie
By Linda Skinner, Choctaw Educator

Giving thanks is an ancient tradition common to many 

cultures.  Many of the spiritual practices and ceremonies of 

American Indians include giving thanks and sharing what 

they have with others.

The Wampanoag lived in Massachusetts more than 10,000 

years before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock on 

December 28, 1620.  The Pilgrims barely survived their first 

cold New England winter.  The Wampanoag treated these 

newcomers with friendship and helped them learn how to 

survive. They brought deer meat and beaver skins.  They 

taught them how to cultivate corn and other vegetables, and 

how to build warm homes.  They taught the Pilgrims how 

to cook clams, get sap from maple trees, and use fish for 

fertilizer.  

In the fall of 1621, the Pilgrims, happy to have survived, 

prepared for a Thanksgiving Feast.  Squanto, Samoset and 

the great leader Massasoit and their relatives shared in the 

festivities, which lasted several days.  The Indians brought 

most of the food, including five deer, turkey and a multitude 

of vegetables.  

Algonquian* tribes, of which the Wampanoag were one, 

gave thanks regularly.  They held six Thanksgiving Festivals 

during each cycle of the seasons:

1. Maple Dance to give thanks to the Creator for the 

maple tree and its syrup

2. Planting Feast to bless the seeds

3. Strawberry Festival to celebrate the first fruits 

 of the season

4. Green Corn Festival in the summer to give thanks for 

the ripening corn

5. Harvest Festival in late fall to give thanks for the food 

they had grown

6. Mid-Winter Ceremony at the end of the year 

So really, when the Indians sat down with the Pilgrims, it 

was the fifth thanksgiving ceremony of their year.

   The “First” Thanksgiving Day Menu
           By Bette Haskins, PhD, formerly of American Indian Program, 
           Graduate School of Education, Harvard University

u.......................................................................  Popcorn

u........................................................................  Peanuts

u...........................................................................  Clams

u...................................  Cornbread with maple syrup

u......................................................................  Tomatoes

u............................................................  Baked Potatoes

u............................................................  Sweet Potatoes

u..........................................................  Corn on the Cob

u......................................................................  Succotash

u.........................................................................  Hominy

u.......................................................................  Pumpkin 

u................................................................  Roast Turkey 

u...............................................................................  Deer

u................................................................................. Fish

u.............................................................................  Beans

u...........................................................................  Squash

u......................................................  Cocoa with Vanilla

u.................................................................  Sassafras Tea

u....................................................................  Maize Beer

u...............................................................................  Fruit

  • Cranberries • Plums • Raspberries • Blackberries

  • Concord Grapes • Blueberries
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Food Frenzy
Giving Thanks is the Indian Way

By Linda Skinner, Choctaw Educator

To American Indians, Thanksgiving is not an annual 

celebration but rather a daily observance.  Our elders have 

long taught Indian children that every day is a blessing and 

a time to give thanks for all of creation.  Indian families rose 

before the rising sun to give thanks for the gift of the new day.  

They were not alone, for it is the time of day that the birds start 

singing, animals stir, and the wings of insects begin to vibrate 

in a sacred song of praise and thanksgiving.  Every day is a 

good day to give thanks.  

The Lenni Lenape (pronounced LEH-nee len-NAH-pay), called 

the “Delaware” by the English, were the “grandfathers” of the 

Wampanoag Indians who greeted the first Pilgrims. They have 

preserved this traditional Thanksgiving prayer, passed down 

by respected elder, Big White Owl.

O, Great and Good Spirit. . . We give thanks for 

all nature, for its wonderful and mysterious way of 

life and development.

We give thanks for being able to hear and to 

understand the sweet music emanating from the 

trees, swaying and singing in the gentle breeze.

We give thanks for being able to identify the 

medicinal roots and herbs, and for being able to enjoy 

the beautiful flowers in gorgeous bloom.

We give thanks for being able to see the fleecy 

clouds in the blue sky and . . . to feel the wind, the 

rain, the snow . . . as we stand with uplifted arms 

before . . . the Great Mystery!

We give thanks. . . as the wild geese pass 

overhead in wondrous formation and majestic flight.

We give thanks for the awe inspiring deep blue 

waters, the great lakes and seas. . . 

We give thanks to Our Creator for abundantly 

supplying us with corn, beans, pumpkins, squashes, 

potatoes, tomatoes, nuts and berries, for the beaver 

and fish  in our rivers, for the deer, elk and bear in 

our forests.

We give thanks for our good health.  We are. 

. . happy to see the leaves on the trees—red, gold, 

brown, purple—gliding, drifting, sailing down to 

Mother Earth again.

We give thanks for . . . our mother, the Earth, who 

carries all the people of the world and everything we 

need . . . for life.

We give thanks for all of these and countless 

other blessings.  O, Creator of All Things, hear us and 

help us!

Wampanoag, Samoset speaks to the British colonists. *  Called the Delaware Indians by the English, the Lenape were addressed 
as the “Grandfathers” by the Algonquian family of nations.  Many of these 
tribes reside today in what is now Oklahoma :  the Absentee-Shawnee, 
Arapaho, Cheyenne,  Cherokee, Citizen Potawatomi, Delaware, Eastern 
Shawnee, Miami, Ottawa, Peoria, Sac and Fox.
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Food Frenzy 

At one time, more than one million Native Americans 

shared the land of North America with the buffalo. It was 

an essential animal that played a major role in the Native 

American way of life. The buffalo provided food, clothing 

and shelter to the tribes; every part of the buffalo was used. 

The hide was used to make backrests, bags, beds, belts; 

the tail was used for decorations, the teeth were used for 

ornaments. Nothing was wasted.

Native Americans hunted the buffalo by using buffalo jumps 

 —buffalo were chased until they ran over a cliff—and a bow 

and arrow either by foot or by horse. After the hunt, the 

Native Americans would give thanks to the Buffalo Nation 

and the women would prepare the meat and the hides. 

1. What are two types of buffalo?

2. What are two traditional uses of the buffalo?

3. How fast can a buffalo run?

4. A buffalo can live to be how old?

Activities: 
5. On the average, how much does a Plains buffalo weigh? 

6. What was one of the uses of the buffalo’s tail?

7. To play a game matching the buffalo parts to their use, 

go to http://americanhistory.si.edu/kids/buffalo/

matching/tail.html.

Source: InterTribal Bison Cooperative
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Exploring Tribal Citizenship 
Generally, all people who are born in the United States 

are U.S. citizens, even if their parents are not citizens. In 

addition to being able to freely live and work in a free society, 

U.S. citizens are able to vote in state and federal elections, 

obtain federal government jobs, travel on a U.S. passport, 

and petition for close relatives to come to the U.S. to live.  

Responsibilities include abiding by the laws of the state and 

federal governments, paying taxes, being informed about 

issues and persons involved in an election, respectfully 

voicing opinions, attending community and governmental 

meetings and voting in elections and encouraging others to 

do so. 

Dual Citizenship
Did you know that Native Americans also have citizenship 

within their tribes? 

Ever since the passage of the Citizenship Act of 1924 citizens 

of Indian nations possess dual citizenship.  They are both 

citizens of their tribe and of the United States.  Their status as 

a citizen of an Indian nation is governed by the membership 

requirements of that nation. 

 Requirements of Tribal 
Citizenship
As part of their sovereign powers, Indian tribes have the 

power to decide who can be a citizen. This is spelled out in a 

constitution. Depending on the tribe, there may be a blood-

quantum requirement ranging from 1/32 (Citizen Band 

Potawatomie) to 1/8 (like the Comanche) to a more common 

1/4 degree (Kiowa and Cheyenne and Arapaho).  

The Cherokee, Choctaw and Chickasaw have a descendency 

roll, which means that rather than having a minimum blood 

quantum requirement, a person must be able to create a family 

tree that shows a direct relationship to an ancestor whose name 

appears on an historic roll called the Dawes Roll, or Final Rolls 

of Citizens and Freedmen of the Five Civilized Tribes. 

In Oklahoma, many people share ancestry in more than one 

tribe.  Most tribes prohibit a person from being a member of 

two tribes at the same time.  In all cases, an application for 

membership or citizeship must be submitted before a person 

becomes a citizen of an Indian nation.

Benefits and Responsibilities of 
Tribal Citizenship 
Benefits depend on a tribe’s constitution and laws and 

include the ability to vote in tribal elections and sit on tribal 

councils. Benefits also can depend on where a particular 

person lives. Citizenship of both the U.S. and an Indian tribe 

have social, legal and political aspects.

1.) How do tribal citizenship and U.S. citizenship differ? 

In what aspects are they the same?

2.) Research an example of a traditional and/or social 

ceremony that members of a tribe could participate in 

to fully participate as a citizen of a tribe.

Activities: 
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Flag Facts
State flags usually 

exhibit a wide variety 

of regional influences, 

local history, styles and 

design principles.

While Oklahoma has 

had fourteen flags fly 

over the state since 

the Spanish came, the 

first official flag wasn’t 

adopted until 1911. This 

flag had a five-pointed 

white star on a field of red. The number “46” stood inside 

the star, referring to Oklahoma’s position as the 46th state to 

enter the union. Following the Russian Revolution in 1917, 

the color and star began to be too closely associated with 

symbols of Communism.

 In 1924, the Daughters of the American Revolution held a 

contest to choose a new flag. They wanted a new design that 

more uniquely represented the diversity of Oklahoma.   

Mrs. Louise Fluke, Jr., designed the current flag and won, and 

the State Legislature officially adopted it on April 2, 1925. 

Fluke’s flag honors more than 60 groups of Native Americans 

and their ancestors. It prominently displays an Osage 

warrior’s shield made from buffalo hide with seven eagle 

feathers hanging from the lower edge. The eagle feather fan 

stands for the authority of high office in clan or tribal affairs. 

Six white crosses decorating the shield are Native American 

signs for stars, representing high ideals. Superimposed over 

the shield are symbols of peace and unity from the culture of 

the Native American and European-American settlers in the 

territory—a red-bowled calumet or ceremonial peace pipe and 

the olive branch. The sky blue field surrounding the shield is 

borrowed from an old Choctaw flag from the Civil War.

In 1941, the name OKLAHOMA was added in white 

underneath the shield, an addition that some feel is 

unnecessary, believing that the design of the flag was 

significantly unique without this reminder. 

Fun Facts: Tribes in Oklahoma have their own official flags. 

To view flags of eight tribes of northeastern Okalhoma, go to 

www.eighttribes.org and see the tribes who are members of 

Inter-Tribal Council, Inc.

1.) Think about Oklahoma’s unique history and what 

it means to you. Design your own flag representing 

Oklahoma and its people. 

Activities: 
2.) Take a look at the Oklahoma State Flag and the 

objects decorating it. Write a creative story about the 

flag and the objects.

Staff photo by Jim Beckel, The Oklahoman

Osage flag Confederate-Era Choctaw tribal flag
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The Native American is eloquently depicted through dance. 

Dance manifests an attitude toward life, nature, faith, and 

is an expression of conviction and joy. The people dance for 

rain, a bountiful 

harvest, fertile crops 

and animals, to 

give thanks, to face 

dangers and for help 

with hunting. They 

dance for deeply 

symbolic reasons 

and for the sheer 

enjoyment of it.

The Native American 

war dances were 

performed for the 

thrill and to honor 

accomplishments 

made by warriors to 

demonstrate their 

success and skill in 

battle. A dance with 

bold moves and 

precise meaning and 

regalia (clothing) 

symbolizes so much. This is how the dancer shows his 

accomplishments.

Traditionally warriors wore bone and leather breastplates, 

carried shields made of rawhide and decorated with paint 

and feathers. Indian Warriors of the 16th century wore leather 

clothing with decorations of feathers, shells, teeth, bone, 

porcupine quills, and some even had small fresh water pearls. 

Many would be armed 

with a wooden club 

and a leather shield 

decorated with the 

same items. 

Today, dancers enter 

the arena with bright 

colors, lots of beads 

and regalia that reach 

out and grab the 

viewer. These changes 

in regalia are largely 

a result of the contact 

the Indians had with 

settlers in the 19th 

century. New materials 

such as glass beads, 

wool, cotton, ribbon 

and silver buttons 

were acquired through 

trade and quickly 

found their way into native dressmaking designs.  Traditional 

symbolic ornaments such as stitching elk teeth onto a deer 

hide surface, adorning a war bonnet with eagle feathers or 

painting symbolic motifs remain popular, but are combined 

with the bright intricate beadwork.  

Activities: 

Photos courtesy of Terry Jones for Red Earth

From Quills and Bones to Beads and Ribbons!

1.) Design your own regalia that you would wear to a 

Native American dance. What part of your regalia are 

symbolic? What are their meanings?

 

2.) Think of examples of other activities similar to 

Native American dances (family gatherings, school 

reunions, dances, holiday celebrations)? Make a list of 

similarities and differences.
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Native American 
Contemporary Art
As Oklahoma turns one hundred, Native American 

contributions continue to define and shape the culture of our 

state and nation. Art is one way we can learn more about 

Native Americans and, through a traveling exhibit currently 

making its way to Oklahoma City, we can learn 

more about contemporary Native American 

art. Native American artists from Oklahoma 

will be featured in the Native Views 

exhibit by Artrain USA. 

Several of the artists whose work is 

part of the exhibit are members or 

descendents of Oklahoma Tribes. One 

of the featured artists, Anita Fields, is 

an Osage artist who lives in Stillwater, 

Oklahoma. Fields created “Turtle 

Woman’s Purse,” currently featured 

in Native Views. She describes her 

artwork as “a pleasant memory 

for me…The purse contains 

small objects representing the 

wonderful and mysterious items that would find their way 

into my grandmother’s purse.  My grandmother always 

had her purse with her—whether she was going to the store 

or to a social gathering of Osage people. And so it became 

symbolic: about where you are going and what are you going 

to learn on your journey.” 

Native Views is a contemporary Native American art exhibit 

that explores the common things shared between Native 

Americans and non-Native people.  This traveling art museum 

is made up of five custom-renovated railroad cars, each 

car focusing on a different kind of contemporary 

art. “Native Knowledge: Land, Science and 

Wisdom” explores the connections Native 

people have with land and nature, while 

“Cultural Modernism and Technology” 

shows how Native American artists are 

using technology to create art or how 

they use technology as the subject matter 

of their art. “Influences From Popular 

Culture” shows how artists like Anita 

Fields have been influenced by popular 

culture.  

Activities: 
1.) Native Views is a contemporary art exhibit. What is the 

difference between contemporary and a traditional art? 

Research online to find an example of contemporary art.

2.) Anita Fields artwork is about fond memories of her 

childhood and her grandmother.  If you were to make an 

artwork about a memory about someone you love, what 

would you include and what would the work be about?

3.) Native Views will end its four-year tour of the country 

following final stops in Oklahoma City November 25-28 

Anita Fields
Osage
Stillwater, OK

Turtle Woman’s Purse
Mixed Media  
6” x 6 ½” x 2 ½”

and Norman November 30 through December 4.  

Take a field trip and visit the Native Views, and find an 

Oklahoma artist that interests you. How does their work 

include their Native American heritage? How does it reflect 

their place in contemporary culture?

Information from the education packet provided by the Artrain USA 

Oklahoma City exhibition of “Native Views: Influences of Modern 

Culture” on view November 25-28, 2007 at the Santa Fe Depot. 
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Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

Serving 10 1/2 counties in Southeastern Oklahoma
1.800.522.6170   •   www.choctawnation.com

Chief Gregory E. Pyle Assistant Chief 
Gary Batton



Cherokee Heritage Center 
A Treasure to Explore

For centuries Cherokees have been educating their children. The Cherokee Heritage 
Center continues that tradition by sharing the Cherokee culture with the world.

21192 South Keeler Drive • Park Hill, OK 74451
(888) 999-6007 • CherokeeHeritage.org

Located three miles south of Tahlequah, Oklahoma just off Highway 62. 
Turn east on Willis Road. Follow Willis Road to South Keeler Drive.

School children and students of all ages are invited 
to experience the outdoor classroom of the Cherokee 
Heritage Center.

We welcome school groups, home school groups, 
scouting programs and church programs.

All groups receive specialized on-site itineraries and a 
souvenir gift. Groups can add other cultural activities 
for an additional cost.

March 27 - 28, 2008
Indian Territory Days
Experience the life of a Cherokee community in the 1800s. Programming will take place continuously from 10 am to 2 pm at the Cherokee Heritage Center. The same activities are conducted on both days.
October 2 - 3, 2008
Ancient Cherokee Days
Live the lifestyle of the Cherokee people in the 1500s. Programming will take place continuously from 10 am to 2 pm at the Cherokee Heritage Center. The same activities are conducted on both days. One adult will be admitted free with every 10 children. 

For more information, contact the Education Depart-
ment at (918) 456-6007, ext. 241 or send an e-mail to 
education@CherokeeHeritage.org. Registration for 
school groups is encouraged.


