
Placing The Guardian atop the State Capitol building was one of the first 
Centennial projects. Do you know how it was created?

The original work Chief Kelly Haney 
submitted was approximately 18 inches high. 
Haney explained the process: “That [version] 
was scanned into a computer, and all the data 
was sent to a company in California. From the 
computer scan, a 17-foot replica was created 
out of Styrofoam. That was shipped back in 
sections to the Crucible Foundry in Norman.”

Before Haney could even start on his bronze 
version, he had to create the clay mock-
up that was the actual size of the future 
Guardian. The clay version was sprayed with 
a rubber compound that was later peeled off 
and cradled in plaster to keep the shape. Next, 
a special mix of wax was poured into the 
molds and rotated by hand to coat the inside.

After the wax hardened, the rubber mold was removed, and a porcelain 
ceramic material was sprayed on the outside and inside of the wax mold. The 
pieces were placed in a kiln with blow ports inserted. They were then fired 
until the ceramic porcelain material hardened and the wax melted out. This 
created a void where the molten bronze was poured, while the blow ports 
allowed for air to escape as the void was filled with bronze.

Once the bronze cooled, the ceramic porcelain was hammered and chiseled 
off. Once all the pieces were assembled around a stainless steel skeletal 
structure and welded together, the sculpture was buffed and polished. To 
prepare The Guardian to withstand the elements, a patina coating was added.

Activities:
 1. To see a 360 degree view of The Guardian, go to 
  www.ok.gov/~arts/capitolart/permart/sculpture/heney/guardianqt.

 2. Using clay or paper mache, build a model of your own statue to represent   
  Oklahoma and its unique Native American history. Consider gender,   
  headdress, pose, facial expression, clothing, objects which could be held, and  
  other objects that could be placed nearby. Once completed, have your class  
  hold an “opening” to display your models.
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