
 
Chenin Blanc Home Block 2021   

Tasting notes 

Winemaking: 
The Chenin Blanc grapes, grown on our single vineyard, were hand harvested in great 
condition in late March 2021. The grapes were pressed into a stainless steel vessel with 
light fining at low temperature. The juice was then racked and fermented in French oak 
barrels (50% new) until dry. It went through a partial Malolactic fermentation prior to being 
sulphured. During the ageing it was racked a couple of times to obtain a natural 
clarification. It was then lightly fined and filtered before bottling in December 2021. 

Result: 
Complex and elegantly refined with a greeting of flinty smokiness and minerality followed 
by aromas of mandarin, frangipane and granny smith apples with notes of jasmine, fresh 
straw and hazelnuts. Crunchy apple and lemon zest bring freshness while honey and 
nougat offer richness to the palate, with a soft creamy finish. Well rounded with good 
length, a perfect food match for a cheese platter, Asian, fish, poultry, pork or simply enjoy 
on its own.  
Optimum drinking time is 2022-2026. 

Analysis at bottling: 
pH=3.07 
TA=8.04 g/l 
Alc=13.99% Vol. 
RS=0.89 g/l 

Vintage conditions 

2020/2021: One of the driest season on records… that followed another hot year the 
previous vintage. Some nasty frosts caused some damages in the earliest bud bursting 
areas, as the season started 2-3 weeks ahead of normal due to a rather mild winter. 
Early crop protection was paramount to keep the fungal pressure down, and localised 
bursts of rain were welcome in spring to keep the soil moisture to a decent level. 
Flowering was quite poor due to a wet patch at a crucial time, and summer hit early with 
some record breaking temperature in late November and December. Powdery mildew was 
again an issue in some areas, but the sun and droughty conditions got the ripening of the 
grapes to very high level of sweetness and very clean flavours. Harvest for still wines was 
the earliest over the last 2 decades, with late ripening varieties offering outstanding 
quality. 

Reviews (extract) 

- Yvonne Lorkin (4 stars): “Grown in the deep limestone soils of winemaker Guillaume 
Thomas’ home vineyard high up on the Waimarama Road, this bracingly fresh, frisky, 
apple-edged chenin blanc is absolutely heaving with flavour and personality. Grapefruit, 
guava, stacks of citrus and overflowing with honeysuckle and jasmine florals. it’s ultra-
fresh, packed with white peach and has a ribbon of toasty, caramelised oak through the 
mid palate. I’d love to taste this wine again in a years’ time because I think with a teensy 
bit more time it’ll be excellent.


