
April 2012 
 
Signs in the Spotlight: Aries, Gemini, Virgo, Scorpio and More 
 
March 19

th
 - April 19

th
 the Sun is in Aries, sign of the Ram. Aries is the sign of action, vitality, energy and new life. Mars is the 

planet governing Aries and, like blood, its high iron content gives it a reddish hue and so red is associated with both Mars 
and Aries. As you will soon see, there is a lot going on in Aries! If you don’t see your Sun-sign here, no worries, we all have 
all of the Zodiac signs in our charts. There is so much more to it than that and we are far more than just our Sun signs. For 
those familiar enough with your own birth chart take note of where you have strong placements in relation to the current 
activity. Let’s look now at some things that are happening in the heavens now and in the near future. 
 
Spring Forward, Jump Back 
Despite an early spring for much of North America, we may feel more sluggish than usual in our spring awakening as Mars 
has been Retrograde (appearing to move backward in his path in the sky from here on Earth) since January 23

rd
. He turns 

around on April 13
th

, though it will be late spring before he reaches full speed.  Mars is currently in Virgo, so those of us 
with strong placements in either Aries, Scorpio (Mars is the traditional ruler of Scorpio and still used in the Vedic system, 
Pluto being the modern ruler) or Virgo may be frustrated with feeling that our get-up-and-go has "got up and went" 
elsewhere as these signs bear the direct brunt of the energy.  
Mars is how we like to stir things up and represents both our initiative as well as how we deal with our own anger.  In Virgo 
this means attention to detail and a penchant for perfectionism and this can lead one to truly feel that “the devil is in the 
details”. The key is to pay healthy attention to the little things without over-focusing or turning to destructive nit-picking of 
self or others. Nurture and give attention to what it is you want to see grow, pull the weeds without anger and lovingly take 
them to the compost heap to harmlessly transform into building blocks for new life.  
 
Mars is not the only Retrograde in town.  Mercury is on its own backward spin until April 4

th
. Mercury began his back-track 

in early Aries (Mars’ home turf), and he is a shared ruler of both Gemini and Virgo, which means that Mercury is associated 
with two colors: orange (Gemini) and olive green (Virgo). This is not at all your ordinary Retrograde Cycle for Aries and Virgo 
have their respective planets in each other's signs and this amplifies their effect, increases pressure on both, and turns up 
the heat for Gemini! Pisces also takes a hit as Mercury goes all the way back into the waters of the fish. Confusion and 
disorientation may be the order of the day on mundane matters, but surprising solutions will appear when you get out of 
the rational, linear mind, so take time out to do (positive, healthy) things that take you to a child-like state – meditate, pray, 
play a game, go for a walk in nature. Take your focus OFF of the “problem”. Be in a state of joy, gratitude and receptivity 
and your solutions will feel heaven sent.  
   
Mercury rules communication, so be wary of messages brought to you during this time. Read all fine print – twice. Be sure 
to have all the facts, and verified, before taking action. Now more than ever haste will make waste as the fires of Aries and 
Mars will scorch those who rush. Is this a truthful reality or is it a half-baked line stirring people to frenzy?  Now more than 
ever, cultivating thoughtful response over knee-jerk reaction is essential, for Mercury may be speaking out of both sides of 
his mouth. Your task now is simply to gather information, remain neutral and separate fact from fiction. Do not get caught 
in his game only to feel regret when the truth comes forth.  
This time is ideal for re-organization to prepare for April 13

th
 when Mars turns around and resumes forward motion. By 

then Mercury will be nearly up to speed and communications greatly improved. Things may still be slow-going as far as 
feeling any progress but being prepared will pay off as Mars hits full speed ahead in June. The god of War is big on action 
and short on patience so be ready to roll, or get a mouthful of rust-colored dust! Shortly after this the Sun moves into 
earthy, steady-as-she-goes Taurus on April 19

th
. 

 
Three’s a Mob 
Joining Sun and Mercury in Aries is another rabble-rouser: Uranus. You thought Mars was trouble? Put Uranus in fiery Aries 
and you’ve got nothing less than a gunpowder-keg in an iron foundry. Everything seem calm, then one stray spark of molten 
metal hits and ka-boom!  Nothing left but a crater with scrap metal littering the edges. 
April 18

th
 - Just as the Sun prepares to exit the back door of Aries for Taurus, the Moon and Mercury crowd in the front door 

to meet Uranus in early Aries just before the new Moon in early Taurus a few days later.  



April 22
nd

 - Mercury meets Uranus during a Taurus New Moon and will likely bring surprising news to the many that could 
mean a massive cell phone meltdown, jammed satellite signals or internet interruptions.  
 
Along with Mercury backward, Gemini is also being challenged with the South Node of the Moon moving through this sign. 
This speaks of something of a Karmic nature – not as in “fate” but rather a cause-and-effect result of past actions in a free 
will zone sense. Collectively, and personally for Gemini, we are releasing something here regarding emotional detachment, 
lack of commitment, curiosity absent compassion, devoting too much mental bandwidth to trivia and mindless chatter at 
the expense of hearing the “still small voice within”. Are we ready to own our stuff, or are we still projecting it out onto our 
own “evil twin”, an un-integrated shadow self, or perhaps we are our own pale ghost-clone that goes around with a plastic 
smile in perfect Stepford Style– “everything’s fine!” when in fact it is not? Either way, the truth at the center is being 
avoided. Positive Gemini can entertain an idea without necessarily accepting it, negative Gemini plays whichever angle gets 
him what he wants (which may simply be a good laugh - fine until the joke hurts someone).  
 
Consider taking a break from electronic gadgets and spending some time out in nature or having not just face to face, but 
heart to heart time, with real people outside of our little neighborhood nests. We are to seek the higher mind of Sagittarius, 
reach across perceived distances to those with different perspectives and listen with an open mind and receptive heart, 
making our own world just a little bit bigger.  
 

Color-Care Support 
 
You may be asking “how can I stay balanced through these changing and sometimes challenging energies”? For thousands 
of years the Vedic Astrologers of India prescribed gemstones, those that are flawless to the eye and with a sweet, “saatvic” 
or pure, quality. Each planet and Zodiac sign has a corresponding gemstone and to this day they recommend natural 
untreated (no heat, dye or irradiation) flawless stones of substantial size. It is also recommended they be set and worn so 
that they touch the skin directly. When you’re talking flawless emeralds, rubies, diamonds and sapphires of a few carats or 
more, you’re talking prices that increase exponentially with the size of the stone. Imagine if you required more than one! 
Depending on what is recommended Ayervedic gemstones can be very difficult to find as well as cost prohibitive to all but 
very few people, even before adding the precious metal mounting. How can the same support be found in a much more 
accessible, affordable form? And what do you do with such an expensive item once the period of influence is over and you 
no longer need it?  This is where Aura-Soma® enters the picture, transmitting these gemstone energies into a liquid delivery 
form (in the case of the Tissue Salts, solid form) joining and enhancing Vicky Wall’s formula of 49 (7x7) herbs in different 
proportions, prepared with love and intention, for each one. Equally as precious as rare gemstones, these “living jewels” of 
Equilibrium and the full range of Aura-Soma Colour-Care products deliver the same energies in a far more accessible way.  
 
The Cardinal Cross of the Zodiac & Archangel Uriel  
 
Red/Green (Horizontal Axis) 
A good place to begin is choosing to oil your gears with a red or deep red product to energize and protect from negativity 
and give us some traction by giving us solid footing on the ground (In the Master Quintessence range this would be The 
Christ. Aries is not just the Ram, but the Lamb of God. The Christ was the master teacher to usher in the Age of Pisces at the 
end of the Age of Aries.). Balance is important, a core principle of Aura-Soma, and so using a green, the compliment of red, 
will help us to center ourselves within our hearts. When we take action from our heart and based on truth, goodness will 
always follow. Saturn, Father Time and lord Karma now in Libra, is both teaching and testing us about balance, fairness and 
harmony. He is in the sign of relating and in order to be in a truly healthy relationship we must be in complete integrity with 
ourselves. (The Master Quintessences in the green range are: Djwal Khul/emerald green, Hilarion/pale green, and Solar 
Logos & the Holy Grail/olive green). Ideally a red and a green would be chosen with at least one being a Pomander and the 
other a Quintessence as these have different functions (please see the “About Products” tab).  
 
Archangel Uriel (Vertical Axis) 
Pluto, lord of the Underworld and modern ruler of Scorpio is slowly and deliberately making his way through Capricorn 
(2008-2023). Capricorn (Royal Blue) governs structures of all kinds, internal and external - physical (the body – especially 
the bones, teeth and skin, architecture) and organizational infrastructure (social, business, and government). Pluto’s job is 
to transform whatever he touches, leaving it forever changed. He is the subconscious mind and sanitation worker of the 

http://www.northamerica-aurasoma.com/index.php?cPath=36
http://www.northamerica-aurasoma.com/advanced_search_result.php?keywords=red&x=0&y=0
http://www.northamerica-aurasoma.com/advanced_search_result.php?keywords=deep+red&x=0&y=0
http://www.northamerica-aurasoma.com/advanced_search_result.php?keywords=green&x=0&y=0


planets, removing dangerous toxins from the body, emotions and society and as such is a powerful healer. For those who 
fight this process, it is a very rough road, for Pluto’s mission is nothing less than “evolve or lose all”, and he plays for keeps.   
Release what is no longer useful or for the greater good and make positive changes on a soul-essence level if you want the 
physical structure to survive. If it does, it will be stronger than ever before. As it is with anywhere in the “Wheel of Life” if 
one sign is tested, then so is its opposite, sometimes through others in their life. This means Cancer (gold) feels this process 
too. Make friends with Pluto, and call on Source and the Angels for support. 
 
In steps Archangel Uriel, an ideal archetype to work with in balancing and supporting the positive aspects of the current 
celestial energies. Uriel translates to “God is my light”. Air Conditioner Archangel Uriel carries the energies of both gold 
and royal blue and can be helpful toward releasing a "habit of being angry or resentful and to withhold one's insights from 
self or others for this reason".  This is the very essence of the shadow side of Mars in Virgo. When energy is denied outward 
expression it develops either into anger or depression and becomes destructive. When this happens to Mars in Virgo 
communication is the weapon of choice and the tongue becomes a butcher's knife - cutting self and others into little pieces 
with sharp criticisms and rants on even the tiniest of perceived imperfections.  The higher use of this energy is to offer the 
grains of wisdom (true, inner gold/Cancer) while using discernment (olive green/Virgo) but without being judgmental (royal 
blue/Capricorn).  It may need to start with planting a small seed and then allowing it time and space (emerald green/Libra) 
to root and grow and carefully removing weeds and non-viable seedlings to make room for healthier growth.  
 
If someone cannot accept your honest truth, then you must walk on in love, not anger or judgment that they would not 
hear you or see your perspective, honoring and trusting your path and allowing this for them as well. Take from the 
situation what resonates as true for you and leave the rest behind. There is a time a place for both truths, though they may 
appear to create a paradox in the moment. Sometimes creating a distance of time and space can give us new eyes with 
which to see things. A useful phrase here is “what others think is none of my business”.  This is not to ignore others, 
automatically dismissing them out of hand, but to not be negatively affected by judgments from others – spoken or 
unspoken.  How freeing is that? 
 
Spraying Air Conditioner Archangel Uriel in your meditation space, home, office or car is a quick and easy way to bring a 
sense of soothing uplift. Whenever I use an Aura-Soma Air Conditioner, people always comment about the refreshingly light 
and natural scent, or with a relaxed smile of pleasant surprise, of how it reminds them of a spa. It is a beautiful way to begin 
your day or shift the energy of any space in between activities. 
  
The Cardinal Cross 
The Cancer/Capricorn axis is the vertical arm of the Cardinal Cross of the Zodiac. It is the upright stake upon which new 
growth may root and be supported to grow upward connecting the physical (Capricorn’s Earth) with the emotional 
(Cancer’s Water) and represents Time and the Nurturance to endure it. It complements the Aries/Libra axis, the horizontal 
arm of the Cardinal Cross, which creates a place where the plant may spread to each side with space to flower and bear 
healthy fruit in a perfect balance of mind (Libra’s Air) and spirit (Aries’ Fire) and represents Space and the Energy to traverse 
it.  
With Archangel Uriel plus one each of the Red (or Dark Red) and a Green in the Pomander, Master Quintessence (The 
Christ/Red, Djwal Khul/Emerald Green, Hilarion/Pale Green, or possibly Solar Logos & the Holy Grail/Olive Green), or Colour 
Essence we energetically reinforce all four Cardinal Points of this grid to create a solid framework to support healthy growth 
of the soul. We currently have two heavy-hitters here: Pluto is transforming the vertical arm in Capricorn, and Saturn is 
stabilizing the horizontal arm in Libra, and both are serious about pruning out any diseased vegetation or dead wood. 
 
Other Influences 
Orange supports the Gemini side of Mercury as well as the South Node of the Moon, buffering any shocks that come our 
way. This influence will carry us through the end of August 2012. 
 
Blue, for Sagittarius, fortifies the North Node of the Moon, supporting our growth in Dharma (our “life’s work”) currently in 
expanding our viewpoint and balancing Gemini (through the end of August 2012).  
You may find Equilibrium 72- Blue/Orange (The Clown) to be useful for balancing the energies of the Nodes of the Moon. 
 

http://www.northamerica-aurasoma.com/product_info.php?products_id=131
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Coral reinforces Taurus and a sense of interconnectedness and building security within a community. Until June 11
th

, 
Jupiter (ruler of Sagittarius and Pisces) here amplifies all things Taurus – our stuff, our physical being (watch overindulging 
in sweets, fats, meats, alcohol and starches!), our money and our attachments to any of these. Mine, mine, mine!  Greed 
and envy are the shadow of this sign; overindulgence belongs to both Taurus and Jupiter/Sagittarius (his generous spirit 
says “if more is good, too much is better!”). Jupiter also shows us that all these material things are merely temporary. 
Dwarf planet Ceres is also in Taurus from April 10

th
 until June 24

th
, giving us a double-dose of learning to 

understand/accept/give unconditional love and resolve unrequited love. As coral represents the “New Christ” energy, we 
may choose the higher path of interdependence over co-dependence and unhealthy self-sacrifice (martyrdom). 
 
Turquoise protects Scorpio and supports our process of releasing that which no longer serves us constructively. This is the 
compliment of Taurus and Coral and Turquoise should be used in tandem. The Tissue Salts may be especially useful here in 
supporting the release of toxic buildup (both Turquoise and Coral). 
 
Royal Blue rebuilds Capricorn as it undergoes the purging pressure of Pluto and is found in Archangel Uriel, as mentioned 
above, along with gold for Cancer its opposite/balance. Pluto here says to honor the past while remaining flexible, or there 
is a danger of becoming fossilized – calcified and trapped in outdated structures. 
 
Magenta restores Pisces. This is the balance of Virgo/olive green. Both Chiron and Neptune are here for the long haul – 
until 2018 Chiron and 2026 for Neptune.  Chiron shows where we find completeness, and mystical Neptune is happily home 
in the waters of Pisces.  The Energized Paint Additives are ideal for such a lengthy influence and are a wonderful way to 
enhance your space used for prayer, meditation, dreamwork or creative projects with the energy of Magenta. 
 
These are current celestial trends and influences that relate to everyone in general. For those familiar with astrology and 
their own birth chart, this information may used to support specific areas of the chart. While the inner guide is to be trusted 
above all, a trained Aura-Soma Consultant can help in guiding you to a range of supporting color care products specific to 
you.  
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Bio 
Julia Steffey is an Astrologer in the San Francisco Bay Area with over 20 years of experience. She is also an Aura-Soma 
Advanced Practitioner, Certified Level III. For an in-depth personalized Astrology consultation or more information on using 
Aura-Soma to support your own Astrological Influences you may contact her directly at mysticrainbow@prodigy.net. Live 
consultations by telephone or Skype are available almost anywhere in the world, or in person in the San Francisco Bay Area.  
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