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QUESTIONS - for Class Discussion, Written Responses & Individual Reflection
1. Do you like to plan out your artworks or create more intuitively (flow freely as you’re making your work)?

Have you ever tried working the opposite way? If so, what happens? If not, what do you think could happen
with your process? What do you think could happen to your aesthetic? *CREATING, Anchor Standard 3: Refine and
complete artistic work. Enduring Understanding: Artist and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive critique,

reflecting on, revising, and refining work over time. *RESPONDING, Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work (VA:Re.7.1.Ia
Hypothesize ways in which art influences perception and understanding of human experiences.)

2. Shamuradova talks about how her impatience (and lack of focus) has often been seen as a bad thing. But
now she’s starting to embrace it as a gift, within her art making! What’s a quality or characteristic about
yourself that is seen as a weakness or negative (by you and/or ‘society’)? How could you “flip the narrative”
and possibly use this quality for good, i.e. to enhance your artwork or another aspect of your life? *CREATING,
Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work. (VA:Cr3.1.Ia Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary cultural contexts
to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and design in progress.)

3. Art and war are strongly tied together throughout history. Artists are often the ones who communicate
about impending war as they’ve had the courage and vision to communicate what is happening in their
society, government, etc. Political leaders have also been known to target or control what artists are
creating. For example, Hitler was very intentional about controlling what art was made and which artists
were killed and which were protected during the Holocaust and WWII. What do you think are the reasons
that art can be seen as such a powerful form of communication? *PRESENTING, Anchor Standard 6:  Convey meaning
through the presentation of artistic work. (VA:Pr6.1.8a Analyze why and how exhibition or collection may influence ideas, beliefs, and
experiences  &  VA:Pr6.1.IIa Make, explain, and justify connections between artists or artwork and social, cultural, and political history.)
*RESPONDING, Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work (VA:Re.7.2.Ia Analyze how one’s understanding of the world is affected
by experiencing visual imagery.  &/or  VA:Re.7.2.IIIa Determine the commonalities within a group of artists or visual images attributed to a
particular type of art, timeframe, or culture.)

LESSON IDEAS - for Projects or Sketchbook Practice & Inquiry
1. Find a surface/material that you’ve never worked on before and create a drawing/painting on that surface.

How did the differences in this new ‘ground’ affect your process? How did this surface affect the visual
outcome of your work? Did you like working on this new surface? Were there any challenges? If yes, what
were they? *CREATING, Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. (VA:Cr2.1.Ia Engage in making a work of art or
design without having a preconceived plan.)

2. What is a cause that you feel passionate about that you could make an artwork about? Create a sketch or
plan for this idea. *How might you use this artwork to further support this cause (in sharing it with a broader
audience, potentially selling or donating it in support of the cause itself, or an organization or effort that
supports it)? *CREATING, Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. (VA:Cr1.1.IIIa Visualize and
hypothesize to generate plans for ideas and directions for creating art and design that can affect social change  or  VA:Cr2.3.IIIa
Demonstrate in works of art or design how visual and material culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people’s lives.)
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