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QUESTIONS - for Class Discussion, Written Responses & Individual Reflection
1. Whipple states, “as artists it’s important to take into account where you come from” and explains “it’s also

your responsibility to tend to the garden.” What makes up your own garden? How were the seeds planted
and how do you tend to it now? *CONNECTING, Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to
make art.

2. What is something you’ve had to work hard at? Did it originally come naturally to you, or not? What
happened when you put in time and effort at improving yourself in that pursuit? *RESPONDING, Anchor Standard 7:
Perceive and analyze artistic work (VA:Re.7.1.IIa Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the natural world
and constructed environments.)

3. What does it mean ‘to paint yourself into a corner’ and how do you solve that problem? What would your
own version of ‘painting yourself into a corner’ (setting limitations) look like? *CONNECTING, Anchor Standard 10:
Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. Essential Question: How does making art attune people to their
surroundings?

LESSON IDEAS - for Projects or Sketchbook Practice & Inquiry
1. For the next 5-7 days, set a timer each day for 10 minutes and draw in your sketchbook. It can be anything

you want, and new and different each day, or a continuation of where you left off the previous day. After the
week is up, look back through what you’ve drawn/doodled/sketched/visually explored and reflect on it. Did
any common themes emerge? Is your artistic voice (aesthetic) evident? Is there something you’d like to
explore or develop further? Did getting ready to draw on ‘day 1’ versus your last day feel different? If yes, how
so? *CREATING, Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. (VA:Cr1.2.Ia Shape an artistic investigation of an
aspect of present day life using a contemporary practice of art or design.   &/or  VA:Cr1.2.IIa Choose from a range of materials and methods
of traditional and contemporary artistic practices to plan works of art and design.)

2. Identify some aspects or preferences of your artistic process that feel vital to your art making (it could be
how you first sketch out something, listen to certain music when you draw, be in a certain space when you
create, etc.). Now try removing that ‘norm’ and create something without it. What happened? *CREATING, Anchor
Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. (VA:Cr1.1.7a Apply methods to overcome creative blocks.)

*National Coalition for Core Arts Standards. (2014). National Core Arts Standards: National Visual Arts Standards for Pre K - 12.
Retrieved from https://nationalartsstandards.org/

This Educators’ Supplement was created by Laura Halley Hensley, M.Ed.  Hensley is currently an Adjunct Instructor at University
of Minnesota Duluth, practicing artist, and a former, award-winning High School Art Teacher of 16 years.

https://nationalartsstandards.org/

