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I often wonder what kind of world my grandchildren will inherit. The outlook is disconcerting: climate
change is threatening our living environments, biodiversity is declining, our soil is degrading, fish stocks are
being depleted, and the sea is being polluted by plastic waste. What would I answer if someone asked our
generation: “Why didn't you do more? Why didn't you act before it was too late?”

With this thought in mind, I decided that with my own family business, I would do my best to do my part. I
want to prove that working in a more sustainable way is not only possible, but also more economically viable.
This principle also applies to everyday cleaning products.

A carbon neutral circular economy is the key to more sustainable consumption. Everything should be done
without generating emissions, and by using renewable energy sources. Disposable solutions should be
avoided, and raw materials should be circulated in a closed loop, or be naturally occurring and biodegradable.
We still have a long way to go, but we are taking determined steps towards this vision.

When it comes to entrepreneurship, I grew up thinking that a company needs to produce value for society,
rather than profit for its owners. This idea guides us every day as we work towards a more sustainable future.

Johanna Hamro-Drotz,
CEO, Sinituote 

CREATING A MORE SUSTAINABLE
WORLD FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

The key is a carbon neutral

circular economy.
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FINNISH FAMILY BUSINESS
Sinituote produces sustainable cleaning products that 
promote the circular economy. 

• Sinituote is a Finnish family-owned company that belongs to the 
multisector SINI Group. 

• The company was founded in the 1940s and purchased by its current 
owners in 1988. 

• We are the leading producer of cleaning supplies in the Nordic 
countries. Our main product categories include household cleaning 
and clothing care products, KUNGS car care products, and SINI Pro 
professional cleaning products.

• 80% of our products are manufactured in Finland, at our own 
factories in Kokemäki and Akaa. 

• 16% of our products are manufactured in Europe and 4% in Asia. All 
our partner factories are subject to BSCI audits. 

EMPLOYEES

157
2021

TURNOVER IN 2021

35.1
MILLION EUROS

OUR OWN FACTORIES IN FINLAND PRODUCE

80%
OF OUR PRODUCTS 

TAXES PAID IN 2021

1.2
MILLION EUROS
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Sinituote and its subsidiaries form the leading Nordic group in the field of cleaning supplies, clothing care and car care 
accessories. Our brands include SINI, SINI Pro and KUNGS.

SINI is Finland’s most popular range of 
cleaning supplies, covering all the needs 
for keeping the home clean. As the leader 
in its sector, Sinituote strongly focuses on 
product development and high quality. The 
SINI Product family also includes products for 
clothing care and storage. 

SINI Pro is a Finnish product range for 
professional cleaning. The products are 
developed based on the latest insights from 
the cleaning industry. The ergonomic, durable 
and easy-to-clean tools meet the professional 
needs of various sectors. As a reliable partner 
for the professional cleaning industry, SINI Pro 
continues the almost 100-year tradition of  
V-S Harja.

KUNGS is the leading car care accessories 
range in the Nordic countries. KUNGS is an 
expert in winter care for the car. The range 
includes, for example, snow brushes and ice 
scrapers, specifically developed for rough 
winter conditions. The KUNGS product family 
also includes tools for washing, polishing and 
cleaning the car, camping vehicle or boat.

FAMILIAR BRANDS

5



 
 

The SINI Pro toilet 
brush ranked 2nd in the 
Product of the Year 2021 

competition.***

The factory in Akaa  
was issued the ISO 14001 

environmental  
certificate.

We started using  
recycled plastic  

for all KUNGS winter 
products.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021

47%  
OF THE PLASTIC USED AT THE KOKEMÄKI FACTORY  

IS OF RECYCLED ORIGIN*.

The professional cleaning tools by the 
TRADITIONAL VS-HARJA 
were renamed to SINI Pro. 

OUR SCIENCE BASED TARGETS
were accepted. The targets are based on 

the Paris Climate Agreement.

WE INVESTED   
1.76  MILLION EUROS  

in our production.

SINI ranked 15th  
in a study of the most 
respected brands in 

Finland. 

* The calculation is based on the production of the Kokemäki factory. We have started ambitious efforts to increase the use of recycled plastic also at the Akaa factory. In the future, we will report on the progress 
at both factories. ** Scope 1 and scope 2 emissions are taken into account in the calculation. ***Product of the year 2021 competition by the Finnish cleaning industry magazine PuhtausTAITO.

OUR FACTORY IN AKAA BECAME  

CARBON NEUTRAL.  
OUR WHOLE PRODUCTION IN FINLAND IS NOW CO2-FREE.**
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LONG LIFE WITH RECYCLED MATERIALS
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STEPS TOWARDS MORE SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION 

Circular economy: 
m aximising the use of 

recycled plastic

SINI philosophy:
one handle for various 

cleaning heads

Charity projects in 
Finland & SINI school 

in Tanzania

Product development 
in collaboration with 

consumers

Packaging materials 
are minimised, and 
cardboard is used 
almost exclusively

Carbon neutral 
production in Finland

Long-lasting 
products: spare parts 

and replacement 
heads

80% of the products 
are made in Finland

VISION:  
CARBON NEUTRAL 

CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY

All generated waste  
is recycled

Friendly and helpful 
customer service for 
both consumers and 

retailers
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FIGHTING THE THROW-AWAY CULTURE 

The operations of Sinituote are guided by three key principles. These principles guide our product design and product 
development. 

We design our products so that worn out 
parts can be replaced without having to buy a 
completely new product. Our products are also 
compatible with each other; you only need one 
SINI handle to which you can attach various 
cleaning heads. 

1) WE DO NOT WANT TO MAKE ANYTHING 
USELESS

2) OUR PRODUCTS ARE MADE  
TO LAST

3) WE PRODUCE EVERYTHING 
WE CAN IN FINLAND

When we do something, we make sure we do it 
right. We ensure that our products are of high 
quality and last a long time, even decades. We 
do not launch a new product until we are sure 
that it is durable and works as intended. All our 
products bearing the Key Flag Symbol have a 
5-year warranty.

We manufacture as many products as possible 
at our own factories in Kokemäki and Akaa. 
Currently, 80% of our products are made in 
Finland. Promoting Finnish labour is a matter 
of honour to us. 

*The Key Flag Symbol demonstrates that the product was made in Finland. 9



A PIONEER IN THE USE OF RECYCLED PLASTIC 
Plastic is the most important raw material of the SINI Products. Already 47% of the plastic used for production at the 
Kokemäki factory is recycled. We have started ambitious efforts to increase the use of recycled plastic also at the 
Akaa factory, which became a part of Sinituote at the end of 2020. 

Other materials used in our products include, 
for example, wood, recycled aluminium, 

microfibre, and sponge.

Main materials at the 
Kokemäki factory*

The long-handle toilet brush is the first  
SINI Pro professional tool made of  

recycled plastic. 

Recycled plastic  47%   Virgin plastic  53%     

of the plastic we use will be recycled by 2030

100%
Our goal:

*From 2022 onwards, we will also report on the progress at the Akaa factory.
**Source = Fortum

WHY USE RECYCLED PLASTIC?

• Plastic is a good and durable material 
for making long-lasting consumer 
goods. 

• Environmentally friendly choice: 
recycled plastic does not exhaust the 
world's oil resources. 

• Using recycled plastic produces 
57% less CO2 emissions** than virgin 
plastic. 

• Plastic can be recycled over and 
over again. We want to do our part 
in promoting the recycling of rigid 
plastics in Finland.  
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A NEW LIFE FOR WASTE
Disposable plastic is a big problem for the environment. Recycled plastic is, however, an eco-friendly, durable material 
that can be used for making long-lasting consumer goods. As an end user of recycled plastic, we play an important role 
in the circular economy for plastics in Finland. In 2021, we used more than 200,000 kilograms of recycled plastic. 

We use more than 10 different recycled 
plastics: 
• Consumer packaging plastics
• Industrial plastics
• Medical polycarbonate
• Recycled PET plastic bottles
• Leftovers from in-house production
• Flower buckets

1) COLLECTING PLASTIC 2) SORTING AND PROCESSING 3) A NEW LIFE FOR WASTE

Plastics recycled by consumers, retailers, 
and industrial and agricultural operators are 
sorted and washed at a plastic refinery. After 
that they are shredded and processed into 
pea-sized plastic granules.

At the Sinituote factories in Kokemäki and 
Akaa, the plastic granulate is dyed and used 
to produce new SINI and KUNGS products. 
When the circular economy for plastic works 
seamlessly, plastic can be recycled over and 
over again without generating any waste.  
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Ice scraper:  
polycarbonate recycled  

by the pharmaceutical industry

Bristles:  
recycled PET bottle

Handle: 50% recycled plastic.  
Virgin plastic is required to ensure 

frost resistance.

Bristles:  
virgin PBT plastic that withstands hot 

temperatures and dishwashing.

Replaceable head:  
recycled industrial plastic

Handle:  
recycled consumer  
packaging plastic 

 Handle: recycled 
flower bucket plastic

Bristles: nylon

The recycled flower bucket plastic  
from the Finnish retailing group S-ryhmä 

gets a new life in our products. 

Replacement roll:  
leftover plastic  

from our in-house production

Handle and roll piece:  
100% recycled  

industrial plastic

SNOW BRUSH: 
MADE FROM PLASTIC RECYCLED BY  
THE PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY

DISH BRUSH WITH  
REPLACEABLE HEAD: 

MADE FROM RECYCLED PLASTIC

LINT ROLLER: 
MADE FROM RECYCLED  

INDUSTRY PLASTIC

HIDDEN TOILET BRUSH: 
MADE FROM RECYCLED PLASTIC  

FLOWER BUCKETS

RECYCLED PLASTIC IS USED WIDELY
We already use recycled plastic in 61 different products – and the number is constantly rising. The manufacture of a 
single product usually requires the use of many different grades of plastic for the product to withstand not only time but 
also different conditions, such as cold temperatures or dishwashing.
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ALREADY 932,000 KILOS OF PLASTIC WASTE AVOIDED
We are a pioneer in eco-friendly product design. Products with parts that can be replaced when they wear out are at the 
heart of our design philosophy. For 20 years now, we have produced replacement heads for dish brushes, lint rollers and 
toilet brushes, among other things. In doing so, we have been able to reduce plastic waste equivalent to more than 46 
million plastic bags.

* The calculation does not include CO2 emissions from transport and production.  By choosing SINI Products made in Finland,  
the consumer can minimise transport distances and be sure their product is manufactured in a carbon-neutral factory. 

**Compared to toilet brushes made of virgin plastic.

If the family purchases a replacement brush 
head instead of disposable toilet brushes,  

it will only produce*:

The average family buys 2 toilet brushes a year. 
In 10 years, the toilet brushes  

will produce:

SINI’s replacement brush head  
made from recycled plastic  

produces**

99%
LESS CO2 EMISSIONS

88%
LESS PLASTIC WASTE

0.42
KG OF CO2 EMISSIONS

0.56
KG OF PLASTIC WASTE

22.5
KG OF CO2 EMISSIONS

4.5
KG OF PLASTIC WASTE
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80% MADE IN FINLAND
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PROMOTING OPERATIONS IN FINLAND 

The continuity of our operations in Finland is important for us.  
80% of our products are made at our own factories in Kokemäki 
and Akaa.* We have 157 employees in Finland.

In order to keep the jobs in Finland, we make sure that our prices are 
competitive. This requires yearly investments. In 2021, we made investments 
worth 1.76 million euros. The production at our own factories enables flexibility 
and fast delivery times. 

In 2021, we offered training for the supervisors and provided all of our 
employees with an extensive health insurance that also covers illnesses and 
accidents in the free time. We also emphasize the importance of the work 
ergonomics of our factory workers.

Kuvatyyli?

THE AVERAGE AGE OF EMPLOYEES IS   

43
YEARS

WE GUARANTEE   

99%
DELIVERY RELIABILITY

OF OUR FACTORY WORKERS

2/3
ARE WOMEN

CAREER SPANS

WORK YEARS

1–10 years

11–20 years

21–30 years

31–42 years

PROPORTION

66%

15%

15%

4%

*In addition, 16% of our products are manufactured in Europe and 4% in Asia. All our partner factories are subject to BSCI audits.
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OUR JOURNEY TOWARDS CARBON NEUTRALITY 
All Sinituote production in Finland is carbon neutral. This is how we have made it happen:

*The only emissions we cause come from using our vehicles. The corresponding amount of CO2 emissions (€349) has been compensated for. The calculation is based on the Greenhouse Gas Protocol standards and 
guidelines, and takes into account the scope 1 and scope 2 emission limits.

The Kokemäki  
factory switched  
to renewable 
electricity. 

We moved from 
oil heating to 
district heating. We 
started to replace 
end-of-life plastic 
machines, which 
reduced electricity 
consumption by 
about 30%.

The Akaa factory got 
its own solar power 
plant and became  
100% carbon neutral. 

Factory lightning 
was replaced by 
LED technology. 
The electricity 
consumption 
decreased by 22% 
from the previous 
year.

2011 2019 2020 20212016

The Kokemäki 
factory’s own solar 
power plant started. 
All production at 
the factory became 
carbon neutral. 

Waste heat recovery 
began. The need 
for district heating 
reduced by 50%.

2018

Our Science  Based Targets  were  accepted. 

2021 
The factory in Akaa 

merged with Sinituote.   
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*The factory in Akaa became a part of Sinituote. Now, for the first time, we are reporting the waste from both the Kokemäki and the Akaa factories together. **Hazardous waste includes: lead-acid batteries, wastewater 
treatment sludge, printer cartridges, electronic waste, paint, oily waste, batteries, and aerosols. The amount was larger than usual in 2021 due to the thorough maintenance of the cooling system at the Kokemäki factory 
and the replacement of its coolants. 

33.3% 
IS USED FOR ENERGY

57.3% 
IS RECYCLED INTO NEW MATERIALS

1.3% 
IS COMPOSTED

 1.1%
2.3 TONNES

29.8%  
61.9 TONNES

3.3%   
6.8 TONNES

35.4% 
73.4 TONNES

12.9%  
26.8 TONNES

9.6% 
19.9 TONNES

5.0%  
18.4 TONNES

ALL WASTE IS RECYCLED
As with all industrial production processes, also the production of cleaning equipment generates waste. Our production 
generates 207,300 kg of waste annually. All waste is carefully sorted and used in the best possible way.

THE WASTE WE GENERATE AND HOW IT IS USED:

ENERGY WASTE PLASTICPAPER AND CARDBOARD METALS CONSTRUCTION WASTEHAZARDOUS WASTE* BIOWASTE
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OUR CUSTOMER SERVICE TEAM PROVIDES EXPERT ADVICE

• Each SINI Product package contains a phone number you can call to provide 
feedback and present product requests and ideas. 

• Our customer service team provides advice on how to use the products and 
cleaning. We get dozens of phone calls every day. 

GUARANTEED QUALITY
We provide a 5-year warranty for all products manufactured in our own 
factories. Some of our customers still have mop handles purchased from  
us 40 years ago. 

All our new products are carefully designed and tested. Product properties are tested in our 
own test laboratory, for example in a UV cabinet, hot cabinet and chest freezer, as well as 
by mechanical stress tests. In this way, we ensure that products can withstand a variety of 
conditions, and that we only use the best materials. 

Thanks to our own production, we are able to react quickly if a product requires some 
improvements; usually errors are analysed, tested and corrected within 2 weeks. Improvements 
are required for a maximum of 1 to 2 products per year. 

SINI PRODUCTS CAN WITHSTAND  
HOT AND COLD TEMPERATURES  

AND UV LIGHT

ICE SCRAPER IS REMOVED

20,000
TIMES

WAYS TO TEST PRODUCT DURABILITY

500,000
MECHANICAL BRUSH MOVEMENTSGUARANTEE

YRS
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MAKING AN IMPACT NOW AND IN THE FUTURE
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THE STUDENT DORMITORY WAS COMPLETED

• The dorm was especially useful for the students preparing for 
their final exams. The students’ results were better than ever 
before. 

• The students may not be able to do their homework at home, 
because children are expected to help with cattle keeping and 
their homes do not always have lightning.   

• The dorm is a base for the students who come from far away. 
For dozens of students, the walk to school would take more 
than an hour. 

• In 2022, we will start building a second dormitory.

MORE THAN 500 STUDENTS IN THE SINI SCHOOL

A garden for growing fruit and vegetables was planted next to the 
school. In addition, the school has cows, fields and fish rearing ponds. 
Selling fruit, vegetables, milk and cows gives income for the school. The 
money can be used for covering expenses of books and other materials.

We have also started a microloan programme for the women in the 
village. Thanks to the loans, many locals have been able to start small-
scale entrepreneurship. In 2021, we supported the school with 
27,000 euros. The majority of the money was spent on building a 
dormitory for the school. 

In 2006, we established a school in the rural village of Harghushay in Northern Tanzania. It has grown into an educational 
facility for already 528 students and 9 teachers.  

20



OUR CONTRIBUTION TO SOCIAL PROJECTS 
We also want to make a difference in our home country Finland. Over the years, we have participated in several social 
projects. We have, for example, contributed to the protection of the Baltic Sea in collaboration with the John Nurminen 
Foundation. We have also participated in the Pink Ribbon breast cancer awareness campaign every year since 2010.  
In total, we have donated over 460,000 euros to the cause. 

WE HAVE DONATED OVER   

460,000
EUROS TO THE PINK RIBBON CAMPAIGN

WE HAVE PARTICIPATED 

12
TIMES IN THE PINK RIBBON CAMPAIGN
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FUTURE GOALS
We are constantly developing our operations with the following goals in mind:

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2021 GOALS FOR 2022 LONG-TERM GOALS

FINNISH LABOUR

157 employees in Finland. We will keep creating jobs in Finland. We strive to ensure that at least 80% of 
our products are made in Finland. 

We invested 1.76 million euros  
in factory equipment.

We will develop factory automation to 
ensure our competitiveness.  

We will make annual investments in 
factory automation and in modern 

production technology.

The share of the products bearing the 
Finnish Key Flag* Symbol remained at the 

target level of 80%. 

We strive to ensure that our new 
products are predominantly produced in 

Finland.

We will design new products that  
can be produced in Finland

CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND  
SUSTAINABLE SUPPLY CHAIN

The proportion of recycled plastic at the 
Kokemäki factory is 47%. The proportion 
increased by 2 percentage points since 

the previous year.

We will increase the amount of recycled 
materials at the Kokemäki factory to 

50% and at the Akaa factory from zero to 
20%. We are also looking into the use of 

recycled plastic in SINI Pro products.

100% of the plastic we use will be 
recycled or made of  

non-fossil raw material. 

We launched the first SINI Pro products 
made of recycled plastic. 

We will look into and increase the use 
of recycled raw materials also in other 
production materials (e.g., aluminium, 

steel, and microfibre cloths). 
We aim to promote rigid plastic recycling 
in Finland and to design our products so 

that recycling them will become  
as easy as possible. We tested dozens of different recycled 

plastics and fossil free plastic materials.

We are also going to increase the use of 
certified wood in products that have a 

wooden handle.

CARBON NEUTRALITY

The scope 3 calculation has started for 
the products made in Finland. 

The scope 3 calculation for products 
made in Finland will be completed.

Scope 3 calculation for all products.
Compensation as needed.

The factory in Akaa became carbon 
neutral and solar panels were  

installed on its roof.

Compensation of the C02
 emissions  

from the products bearing the  
Key Flag Symbol.

Emission reduction of the  
whole supply chain. 

Next, we will minimise the carbon footprint of the Finnish products (scope 3).

*The Key Flag Symbol demonstrates that the product was made in Finland. 22



Sinituote  
Erkylän kartano 50

05820 Hyvinkää 
Finland 

 +358 19 7600 200
sinituote@sinituote.fi 

sini.fi

Contact
 us!

mailto:sinituote@sinituote.fi
http://www.sini.fi

