
Essential Boating Safety Checklist 

Here is a boating safety checklist that you can use to ensure that you have everything you need for a 
safe and enjoyable day on the water: 

☐ Life jackets (one for each person on board) 

☐ Fire extinguisher 

☐ Navigation lights 

☐ Sound-producing device (horn or whistle) 

☐ Anchor 

☐ Paddles (for manual propulsion or as a backup in case of engine failure) 

☐ Bailing bucket 

☐ First aid kit 

☐ Flashlight 

☐ Radio (VHF radio is recommended for communication with other boats or authorities) 

☐ Emergency signals (such as flares or an EPIRB) 

☐ Personal identification (such as driver's license or passport) 

☐ Boating safety certificate (if required in your state) 

☐ Navigation charts or GPS device 

☐ Sun protection (such as sunscreen, sunglasses, and a hat) 

☐ Water and snacks 

It is important to carefully review this list and tailor it to your specific needs and the type of boating 

you will be doing. It is also a good idea to review your checklist and update it regularly to ensure that 

you have all the necessary items on board. Don't forget to check and maintain all your safety 

equipment to ensure that it is in good working condition. 


